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RADIO TALENT COSTS DOWN 
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N.Y. Drama Critics’ Box Score 


AS OF JAN. 25, 1941 


Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (right), W (wrong), 
O (no opinion clearly expressed), Pct. (percentage). 


SR. R. WwW. OO. Pet. 
RICHARD WATTS, Jr. (Herald Trib.)... 42 41 1 - 976 
ROBERT COLEMAN (Mirror) .......... 35 32 3 914 
RICHARD LOCKRIDGE (Sun) ..... eh 41 37 3 1 902 
BROOKS ATKINSON (Times) .......... 41 36 4 1 878 
LOUIS KRONENBERGER (PM)..... cane Oe 36 4 1 878 
JOHN ANDERSON (Journal-Amer.)..... 41 35 6 oe 854 
SIDNEY B. WHIPPLE (World-Tele.)..... 42 34 8 ‘oa 810 
JOHN MASON BROWN (Post)........... 41 33 - - 805 
BURNS MANTLE (News) ........-.eee 42 33 9 ‘ .786 
WARIETY (Combined) .................. 43 42 1 i 977 








Watts, Coleman 1-2 in N. Y. Critics 
Boxscore at Half-Season Mark 


+ 


Richard Watts, Jr., aisle-sitter —_ 
the Herald Tribune, is the top fella | 


in Variety's boxscore of the New 
York drama critics at midway of the 
1940-41 season. With a dazzling mark 
of .976 the cerulean-shirted show- 
appraiser holds an even wider edge 
over his critical brethren than he 
did at the corresponding period last 
season, 

However, Professor Watts slipped 
woefully during the concluding half 
of the course last season and fin- 
ished in fourth place. Incidentally, 
Watts’ score at the moment is actual- 
ly .9762, which puts him just half 
@ point back of the combined 
Variety reviewers, with .9767. 

Watts racked up his .976 
by calling the turn correctly 
out of a total of 42 shows caught. 
Robert Coleman, of the Mirror, 
Occupies second place at the mid- 
mark with an average of .914, based 
On 32 right guesses out of 35 entries 
covered, His Mirror partner, 
ter Winchell, isn’t included in the 
Current ratings, having 
Only seven shows so far. 

Final winner last season, R ird 
Lockridge, of the Sun, is in third 
(Continued on page 53) 


figure 
on 41 


reviewed 


Cuban Talent Scrams 
For Better Coin, Putting 
Local Niteries In Hole 





Havana, Jan. 28. 
Idea of catering to U. S. tourists 
With American talent has proved a 
boor idea, on the theory that visitors 
want mccoy Cuban entertainment, 
but the latter is proving tough to 
Carry out. For one thing, anything 


800d is readily grabbed for the 
States or by the South American 
Capitals. 


Result is that the topflight hotels 
and niteries here are in a quandary, 
and must import Latin-type acts of 
merit to bolster the local programs. 
For example, Gonzalo & Christine. 
with their Latin terps, are actually 
from New York; Tito Guizar, Mexi- 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Keeps Singer Relaxed 


Providence, R. I., Jan. 28. 
Girl singers whose nerves be- 
come frayed awaiting their turn 
on the bandstand can follow ex- 
ample of wife of Al Jahns, cur- 
rently at Providence Biltmore. 
She knits for the British War 
Relief, which has caused much 
favorable comment, and also 
gives something to do in- 

stead of merely looking pretty. 
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Network Nighttime Pro- 
grams Represent Less, In 
Aggregate, Than 1939-40 
Peak Due to Economies 
Through Public Participa- 
tion Shows 


Nal YEAR 


—_——__— 





SERIALS $125,000 





Talent bill for radio network ad- 





vertisers in the aggregate is some- 
what less than it was at this time a 
year ago. The difference may be 
attributed to the increase of quiz and 
|other audience participation shows, 
| which with but few exceptions cost 
considerably less than the better 
grade of variety, musical and dra- 
matic programs. Sponsors of eve- 
(Continued on page 27) 


MIAMI IS NOW 
00 LIKE NY. 








Miami Beach, Jan. 28. 


5 () N ( M A )) k This 52d street with palms is mere- 


CHORINE A 
STAR 


M ( y, Jan. 28 
Though the nash pop song, ‘M 
Querido Cay ’ (My Dear Cap- 
tain’ nette t ( p er Jose 
Pala b $9 000 (Mex), a shade 
aé O grant ee 1 the five 
irs it |} bee f enabled 
( 1 Mo ivar I 4 season 
as a back-line chorus girl to one of 


the biggest current revue and radio 
stars. 
Girl was turned 
she besought the manager of the the- 
(Continued on page 54) 





Britain Has New Spitfire 
In Author Michael Arlen 
London, 


Jan, 28. 
Author Michael Arlen, recently 
named press relations officer for the 
West Midlands district of Britain, is 
telling an amusing siory of how he 
got the job. His London friends 
hearing the tale, are wont to believe 
he’s starting his propaganda stories 
with himself. 

He was leaning out a window in 


(Continued on page 54) 


down cold when 


ly a road company Broadway, ex- 
cepting that Broadway may become 
the No. 2 


amount of talent 


troupe, judging by the 
and niteries here- 
How they’ll come out is any- 


body’s guess 


abouts. 


because as soon as they 


start getting after them on the gam- 
bling—as is already the case—that 
makes it so much tougher. 

Th ipe Yorke A 
make ‘ g Br 
ana e 50 ] » ime id 
Wallte ca} i D ind ac I € 
Already | I i ise} 
Wwno a ) F ia 

yT | p LO { i 

Na i a t | f 


THEATRE GUILD BEGS 
PARDON FOR A FLOP 


| Boston, Jan. 28. 


Condemnation of Tennessee Wil- 
liams’ drama, ‘Battle of Angels,’ 
which had a dismal tryout here, is 


All but one 


gave it the 


now almost unanin 
of the local 
business, the word-of 
terrific (the way), the 
Miriam Hopkins, freely panned it— 
nd now the Theatre Guild is 
logizing to 11s Boston subscribers. 
‘It was more of a disappointment 
to us than to you,’ says the Guild, 
in a form letter sent to subscribers 
hover the weekend. 


reviewers 
} eu*¢ 
-mouthn was 


wrong Star, 
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Masquers Pay Off John Barrymore 
For ‘What He Has Done to Theatre 


+ 








—_— 


By CHARLES DAGGETT 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 

An evening as Rabelaisian as any 
ever staged by those fabulous rake- 
hells who hung out at the Mermaid 
Tavern was put on by the Masquers 
Club last Tuesday (21) for that daft 
sprig of catnip, John Barrymore. 
Purpose of the dinner was to honor 
him for what ‘he has done to the 
American Theatre,’ for his refusal 
to calcify, and raise some coin for 
the club. The sock was worn but 
not the buskin. Affair was strictly 
stag at $5 a head. 

Barrymore played himself. 


‘Jeannie’ Grows Up 


‘Jeannie With the Light Brown 
Hair,’ sired to radio fame by 
BMI out of Stephen Foster, ap- 
pears after all these years to be 
headed for a film career. 

Tune’s title was staked out last 
week by Columbia as label for 
a feature picture. Universal had 
previously registered it as tag 


on a short, 
Considered sheerly as entertain- 


ment, the evening was as good as 
any four-hour session with some of 
NEWS the best wits im show business pos- 
| sibly could be. There was little talk 
|of Barrymore’s genius on the stage. 




















week, approxir 
after the debut, 
Broadway ar- 


ments 
such tickets being 


were variety, 


| One or two recalled hearing him 
| fluff his lines in “The Fortune Hunt- 
|ers.” Frank Fay reminisced of be- 
ing taken by his governess to see him 
(Continued on page 18) 
Sidney Strotz, NBC vice-president 
in charge of programs, believes that 6 D Af 0) ° 
|radio itself may one day establish ays ter pening, 
and operate its own news gathering ‘ . ’ 
agency ‘instead of relying on th Gertie The Goddess Has 
present news services.’ He attribute 
this possibility to the public’s in $120 000 Advance Sale 
creased confidence in radio as a new ? 
source, —_—— 
| He was quoted to this effect In a Advance sale for ‘Lady in the 
speech made at the University of Dark,’ which opened at the Alvin, 
Iowa by George C. Biggar of WLW. N. Y.., last nated $120,- 
Cincinnati. - Biggar quoted a letter 900 within six day 
sent him by Strotz. establishing the latest 
rival as among the biggest draws on 
Broadway. Advance includes allot- 
Toscanini Ma Conduct to ticket brokers, virtually all 
y sure of disposal. 
° ° Morning reviews of the musical 
For Philharmonic, Met; play of the rave but 
W ‘ ° the afternoon notices were somewhat 
alienstein Goes NBC 
ving the WANGER MULLS FIRST 
at the e \ 


(Continued on page 53) 


Arturo Toscanini is le 


Nationai Broadcastir g Co 


. 
‘ - ete re genie om ry FILM BIOG OF A POPE 
has been dissatisfied and 
erstood to have definitely pror ‘: 
ised to go to Buenos Aires during the a } f Pone | 
i I }) ) it) y Pi | I )} “ 
t c duct rehestral r , , 
) ynduct orch ( ’ ib vi , W ~- 
certs and opera at the Colo: The Dp 


last week registered the 
fe of Pope Piu: 
ng that the ; done, 
expected to return to wij] be from a special screen script. 
Pius XI was the last Pope before 
the present one. 


yn in Buenos Aires runs fron tithe L. 
about May 15 to Aug. 15. 
Conductor is 
the U. S. and possibly may assume a 
light schedule of N. Y. Philharmonic 
guest appearances in celebration of 
that organization’s 100th year. He 9 
has offers for some 1941-42 perform-. Hughes’ Combo Factory 
ances from the Metropolitan Opera. Hollywood. Jan. 28 
Toscanini was permanent conductor I ; ‘t 360 


: ee Howard Hughes bought 360 acres 
of the Philharmonic before joining near the Culver City Airport as the 
NBC, and was with the Met 3 


1908-1915 from site of an airplane factory, to be 
ay aie ” converted into a motion picture stu- 
ne Seangeramnenss of the 74-year- dig at the close of the national de- 
old maestro and NBC officials are’ fence program. 

understood to have been 


ver he . . . ° 
over the, Currently Hughes is making a pic- 
number and length of rehearsals re- 
quired for the weekly Saturday eve- 


XI,’ indicat- 
3 


ty ’ ; 
pictur if it 


ture, based on the life of Billy the 
Kid, but for several years has main- 


ing rnadracte Th; neeanini ; 
ning broadcasts. While Toscanini tained a staff of technicians for the 
approves the selection of the musi- qeye] ypment of aircraft inventions 
cians of his orchestra, he also want veral of which have been turned 


| (Continued on page 18) {over to the government. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Jan. 25, 1941) 

TUE” 25505406 .Catebew ebeetedee kee eune ee o0eseeees ....5outhern 
eee ee OO oo 5G cae.e sh bone be eeneebenanbaobes re 
Sr ee Bee WEONNE sd a cceb ave asdvess nent eeeeseeeaseear BMI 
ie SI 6 5k ban ke 40s Oe eek eas vonkeeees ince oneencaee 
RR RM ee a cae cals wa anne i eraare meee pec bweenneee ae 
ey BR eee ree jesgededeeso ue 
. CEUNUEE? oieuness ses ncnesessiaenees eerrrerc rT 
DO OO WU BEN y 6 knoe Soc coducwscaseoneonns See ey BMI 
Bios 5 Dever TOO BO. os cic ce csccccvecsese peawere eee 
Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Sq..... Seer rT 
*Down Argentina Way ( ‘Down Argentine Way’ ). ae rey Miller 
ee Se PUNT UOR, c ciiecc cs ceetevesnbeuens eeerer eT err e: 
Raat Tie FT NG PAPI oo 066s os ccccises soe TT TTT TTT ...Chappell 
Re EE NR a ico «90.44 hes os 6800 0%S pnebiweews seen 
*Along the Santa Fe Trail (‘Santa Fe Trail’)................Harms 
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Celebrity-Studded Canadian Series 


—— 








‘Theatre of Freedom’ Starts Sunday In Toronto— 


Menken, Massey, Laughton, Oboler Set 
+ 





Toronto, Jan. 28. 

In an ambitious 12-weeks’ season | 
which will see Britishers and Amer- | 
ican anglophiles journeying to To-| 
ronto, Vancouver and Montreal ‘*o | 
give their services without fee over | 
the national network of the Ca-| . owe 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. the | already in confusion, into a com- 


. : letely unfathomable mess yes- 

‘Theatre of Freedom’ series will be | -sdetat , 
launched beginning Sunday, Feb. 2,| te'aay (Monday), when he told 
The Authors Club at luncheon: 


hen Earl McGill of Columbia will | : pone . 
me here to direct Norman Cor- When I get ‘Citizen Kane’ off 
my mind, I’m going to work on 


Twisting the Tail 


—_——_— 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
Orson Welles, ever with an eye 
to publicity, threw the RKO- 
Hearst controversy over his film, 


| Childers 


Pay 14 Chorines’ Fare 





Miami Beach, Jan. 28. 
Paul Draper, Abe Lyman and Art 
paid fares back to New 
York of 14 gals stranded here by the 
folding of “Singapore Sadie’s’ nitery. 
Joint was run by Lou Ffanke with 
backing allegedly by socialites. 


HENIE'S 8-NIGHT 
N. Y. STAND 
TOPS 2806 


Literally a $1,000,000 draw in her 
10-week season, Sonja Henie closed 
an eight-night engagement at Madi- 
son Square Garden last night (Tues.) 
to bigger receipts than last season, 








grossed $214,600. Takings this trip 


to the two additional showings, 
the popularity of the former Olym- | 
pic champion in her ‘Hollywood Ice | 
Revue’ is attested to by the fact that | 
her gross was approximately $100,000 
over the draw of the ‘Ice Follies’ in 
its recent showing at the Garden. 
Henie show was scaled to gross 
close to $38,000 per performance, and | 
most of the tickets were sold in ad- | 
vance, proven last Friday (24), when 
the Garden was capacity, despite a 


may not top last season because Bos- 





yin’s ‘ dio Is Here to Stay.’ ; 
ee ee an idea for a great picture based 


All the plays to be presented over ; “Ui be eat 
the CBC network during February, | po life of William Randolp 


have been written by students of WELLES EAST TO TALK 
‘CITIZEN KANE’ FUTURE | 








the modern theatre who love free- 
dom. On Tuesday, Feb. 4, appear- 
ing in Vancouver in ‘There Shall 
Be No Night,’ Lynn Fontanne will | 
go before the mike to read Alice 
uer Miller’s ‘The White Cliffs.’ 





tial, Jan. 28. 


Among stage and screen people | 
donating services will be Helen; Orson Welles and his publicity | 
Menken in Shaw’s ‘St. Joan’; Ray- Chief, Herbert Drake, left for New 


mond Massey in Arch Oboler’s ‘This | York to huddle with George Schaefer 


Precious Freedom’; Charles Laugh- 
ton and Elsa Lanchester in Eric 
Knight’s ‘The Flying Yorkshire- 
man’; Paul Muni in Ibsen’s ‘An 
Enemy of the People’; Douglas Fair- 
banks in Galsworthy’s ‘Strife’; Philip 
Merivale in Maxwell Anderson's 
*Valley Forge’; Ivor Lewis in Merrill 
Denison’s ‘A British Subject I Was 
Born’; Walter Huston in  Drink- 
water’s ‘Abraham Lincoln’; Anna 


Neagle and, George Senders in St FIDLER ASKS $250,000 
LIBEL FROM WILKERSON 


stymied by threats of blackouts by 
| the Hearst newspapers. 

Drake is shoving off for the east 
with plenty of evidence that there is 
vast public attention drawn to the 
picture before its premiere, sched- 
uled for Feb. 14. 





Great’; Herbert Marshall in aes 
ley’s ‘Hellas’; Orson Welles in Archi- 
bald MacLeish’s ‘Fall of the City.’ 








Plays will run from 9:30-10: 30 | Los Angeles, Jan. 28. 
EDST. Rupert Lucas, in charge of Damages of $250,000 were asked by 
the CBC drama department, v ill su- Jimmie Fidler, film columnist, in a 
pervise all presentations and will jipe) complaint filed in Superior 
plane out of Toronto to Vancouver Court lest Pridaw (24) against Wil- 
and Montreal depending upon the kerson Daily Corp., publishers of 
station emanation. Hollywood Reporter, trade paper, 

and William R. Wilkerson, editor 


'and publisher. Two causes of libel 
action were specified, each of which 
seeks $75,000 compensatory damages 
and $50,000 punitive damages. Ac- 
tion was filed for Fidler by the law 
firm of Zagon & Aaron. 


JEANETTE MacDONALD 
CONCERT GROSS $5,300 





| ; ve igemicce recterdav 
Memphis, Jan. 28. | Suit was dismissed ye terday 
Seanett MacD la’ (Monday), but will be refiled when 
Roe a ¥ is “Ellis A a. Fidler returns from  Universal’s 
attered r “ds é L Auaitoriur : i nist’ 
~ ered records at Ellis Auditorium | junket to Miami, columnist’s attor- 
here a week ago. Take for affair neys said 
sponsored by Mrs. Martha W. Angier| iar , 
Pp mae 1 by Mr Tartha W. Angier Fidler declared that the suit was 
was $5,300. Event was sold out 24 


filed when the sheet refused to make 
retractions for two paragraphs ap- 
pearing in the paper’s ‘Rambling 
Reporter’ column, which, it is 
claimed, injured him professionally 
References to Fidler were: ‘Is it true 
that Jimmy Fidler’s fade-out on the 
L. A. Times will bring Leonard 


hours ahead and hun 


turned away at the 


ireds were 
box offices 
Critical reaction favorable. 


- Geo, Abbott Better 


ne Lyons’ swell column to that paper??’ 

George Abbott, after being hos- “With the washup of Jimmy 
pitalized for about one week, ap-,| Fidler on the air and now that his 
peared in .his office Monday (27).| columnar activity is slumping, we 


He underwent a minor operation on' hear tell he’s trying to promote 
his leg, an irritation having set in money locally for a tradepaper.’ 
reputedly because of his devotion to 
the rhumba. 


Producer recently 





_ N.Y. Furrier Moves in On 
‘ Actress’ 20th-Fox Contract 


presented ‘Pa 


Joey,’ which clicked at the Barer 
more, N. Y. He still has an option, Justice Philip J. McCook in the 
on ‘The White-Haired Boy,’ but has|N.Y,. supreme court Monday (27) 


no definite new show plans for the 


slapped a lien on the earnings of 
balance of the season. 


| Arabella ‘Bunny’ Hartley, 20th Cen- 

tury-Fox contractee, to collect 10% 
of her earnings on a rational diet up 
to 1947. Jaekel, Inc., furrier, is owed 
$3,256 by the actress. 





WALLY BEERY EAST 


Wallace Beery planed into New 
York from the Coast last Thursday Application of Jaeckel states that 
(23) and will remain until after the | Miss Hartley was signed to a 10- 
President's Birthday Ball at the Wal- | w eck termer by 20th-Fox Jan. 9, at 


dor‘-* storia, Jan, 30, at which he = $75 per week, with increases to $800, 
will appear. and a guaranty of 40 weeks employ- 
Trip is otherwise a vacation. ment at the end of the fifth year, 


and other RKO execs on the future of | 
‘Citizen Kane,’ which is, more or less, | 


ton was cancelled when the Garden 
there demanded 50°. of the receipts. 


| Miss Henie and Arthur Wirtz, who | 


jointly present ‘It Happens on Ice,’ 
| Center, Radio City, expected that 
| with the star opposing her own show 
| the theatre rink revue would show a 


marked b.o. drop. Instead, takings | 
there went up 20%. Nor was the 
| show's business dented during the 


‘Follies’ engagement. 





Bernie Scrams Coast 
Nitery on the ‘Bounce’, 





Beverly Hills, Jan. 28. 
It was a blunt ‘no suh’ that Ben 
| Bernie tossed-at the Victor Hugo 


;nitery when asked to finish out his 
Three 


|}eight weeks at the 
weeks were enough, 
maestro, 


grotto. 
groaned the old 
gazing dismally 


for $3,000, which he affectionately 
termed a ‘bounceroo.’ And if that 
didn’t convince him, there was 


(Continued on page 55) 


FLU REISSUE FLOPPING 


Jan. 28. 


Old man fiu is putting on a return 
engagement in Hollywood, slowing 
up film production and knocking off 
players, execs, agents and directors 
with impartial abandon. 

Among the victims last week were 
Edward Arnold, M. C. Levee, Mau- 
rice Henline, Edgar Selwyn, Lucille 
Fairbanks, Edward Ludwig, Martha 
Scott 
dicts too numerous to mention. 
fornia’s sun 


behind 


Hollywood, 


Cali- 
pulling a strike 
alien clouds. 


has been 
a bevy of 


Autry Guaranteed 1006 


For Rodeo Appearances 


Gene Autry, singing cowboy star 
of Republi c Pictures, has been guar- 
anteed a minimum of $100,000 for at 
least eight rodeo appearances 


Association. Latter outfit 


acting as his agent. 

Though he’s to play at least eight 
bronc shows, Autry has been sched- 
uled for nine already, all to be 
played between April 1 ‘and the end 
of May, depending on his picture 
commitments. Initial eight Pa ea are 
Washington, D. C.; fershey, 
Cleveland; Pittsburgh: New Haven, 
Conn.; Providence, R. I.; Montreal 
and Boston. Autry flew 
York last week to sign the contract 


with John H. Harris, prez of the 
Arena group. The dates are of in- 
; determinate length. 


when in six nights the skating star | 


bettered $280,000 at $4.40 top.. The} 
increased gross was partly credited | 
but 


snowstorm. The tour’s total takings | 


$6,000 Payoff Dubious 


at a reader 


the 


HOLLYWOOD FILMERS 


and various other microbe ad- 


this | 
coming year by the Arena Managers | 
is com- | 
posed of arena owners in key cities. | 
It will sell the star to various rodeos, | 


Pa.; | 


into New | 


TT 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


» a Oe i Oe i i i i i i 








New York weather report: Rain, followed by snow, followed by sleet, 
followed by ice, followed by Sonja Henie. 

My brother says there’s a great deal of similarity between him and 
Dark and Handsome,’ which got terrific notices. 
a sleeper. 

Enjoyed my part as a gangster in ‘T. D. & H.’ so much that the only way 
I'll enter my house now is through a second-story window. 

A friend of mine is cleaning up a fortune in Palm Springs. 
sun-ray lamp concession there . 

Leaving for Miami directly after writing this. Purchased a complete 
Fidrida outfit: Bathing suit, shorts, slacks, galoshes, snowshoes, sun tan oil 
and heavy winter underwear. 

The doctor put me on a strict diet. 
starch in my collars, 


‘Tall, 
He claims that he, too, ig 


He has the 


I'm not even permitted to have 


Broadway Dept. 

‘Lady in the Dark’ and Gertie Lawrence got swell notices, so Moss Hart 
won't have to sing ‘The Last Time I Saw Harris’. 

‘Night Train,’ at the Globe, is doing so well that 20th Century-Fox ig 
thinking of adding another section. 
| Mabel Todd says that Lindy’s is the place where all good little silver 
| foxes go when they die. 
| Butch Tower, the betting commissioner (some title!), is downhearted 
because he says all his life he’s been waiting for slips that didn’t come in, 

The Brill Building Coffee Shop has a sign: ‘Try Our Jeannie With the 
Light Brown Hamburger’. 

There's absolutely no truth in the rumor that Broadway Sam is now 
doing publicity for Broadway Rose. 

Holly woodiana 

A friend asked Joe Frisco the cheapest way to travel across the country 
and Joe replied, ‘Ha-ha-have yourself k-k-kidnapped by gypsies’. 

Betty Hutton says her new boy friend doesn’t love her any more. 
left the house the other night before her father kicked him out. 

Bing Crosby doesn't worry about his horses bringing home the bacon—~ 
now he just worries whether or not they'll bring home the jockey. 
| Jack Pepper finally found out why he hasn’t worked for so long. 
| agent died three years ago. 

The latest thing in Hollywood is a neon license plate under the car— 
so if you're run over you can remember the number. 

Harry Brand, 20th Century-Fox’s publicity chief, wired me from Holly- 
wood: ‘Just saw you in gangster role in ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’. Con- 
gratulations. You were tougher than a lamb chop on a blue plate special.’ 

Music Dept. 

Irwin Dash, who published ‘There'll Always Be an England,’ is con- 
sidering publishing a new tune titled ‘There'll Always Be an ASCAP’, 

The song ‘There I Go’ was barred at Alcatraz. A couple of inmates 
took it literally. 

While visiting Jack Bregman I asked him how he liked my new suit, 
Jack replied, ‘That's the first time I ever saw a mistake with sleeves’. 

Radio Dept. 

My mother listens to so many radio quiz broadcasts that every time I 
ask her anything she says, ‘Is that a $5 or a $10 question?’ 

Anyway, Tschaikowsky, Beethoven, Brahms, Rimsky-Korsakoff, Liszt 
and many other immortals will be happy when the ASCAP-BMI situation 
is straightened out. Then they won't have to turn over in their graves 
so often, 





He 


His 


Hangnalil Descriptions 

Lana Turner: Better in a sweater. Charles Chaplin: Mite makes right. 
Olsen and Johnson: Cashapoppin’. Carole Lombard: Ready, willing and 
Gable. Henny Youngman: Arsenic and Old Jokes. 

Observation Dept. 

Read an ad in a Los Angeles paper: ‘Man with car wanted as com- 
| panion to hitch-hiker.’ 

A certain vaudeville couple decided that they couldn't get along with 
each other so their agent got them a split week in Reno, 

My new house in Hollywood is directly opposite Hedy Lamarr’s- 
I've got field glasses to prove it. 

Eavesdropped at the Stork Club: ‘She’s four or five meals heavier than 
I am.’ 

Eavesdropped at the Gay 
his telephone number.’ 

As long as I'm leaving town, 
now a blotter for the Ink Spots. 

There’s a bookmaker in Hollywood who'll give you a price on a horse, 
or on how long a marriage will last. 

Whatever Became Of ? 

Middleton & Spellmeyer Whipple & Huston 

Bessinger ‘& White Keegan & Edwards 

Josie Clinton & Co Strassel’s Wonder Seal] 

Afterplece 

If you don’t like this column don’t tell your 

get stuck like you did. 


and 


White Way: ‘The only thing big about him is 


my masseur got himself a new job. He’s 





friends about it. Let them 


'ASCAP WRITER SUES 
BMI CHARGES PIRACY 


Jan. 28. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Mary Astor. 

Jack Benny. 
Wallace Beery. 
Robert Benchley. 
Jesse Block. 





Los Angeles, 


Charles Rovzoff, composer, filed 
Te >» ly r P . . . 
Nate Blumberg. $50,000 plagiarism suit against 
Herbert Drake. Broadcast Music, Inc., charging 
hte g Fox. piracy of the song, ‘That Gypsy 
W liam Gat gan. Moon.’ Jack Stanley, orchestra lead- 
Mack Gray er, and Joan Whitney, lyricist, are 


Al Grossman. 
Lady Hardwicke. 


also named in the action. 





Ltenieiiies: Maan Rosoff asserts he turned the tune 
Arthur Lyons. over to Stanley in 1938 and was pub- 
egg Pond g licly acknowledged by the band 
—ecanetage sneha leader as its composer. Several 
Wayne Morrie | weeks ago, he declares, BMI pub- 
Jes Yan Menttond lished the same tune, with a slight 
William Perlberg. | change in the words as ‘Gypsy 
| George Raft. | Moon. Rosoff is a member of 
John U. Reber. ASCAP. 
William F. Rodgers. 
| Joseph M. Schenck. ° ° 
Robert Young. Fie on Thigh Lie 








Mexico City, Jan. 28. 


Maria Luisa Zea, pic and radio star, 
intends 


| N. Y. to L.A. | 


Lester Cowan. 


Louis Golding. told newspapermen that she 

Alfred EF. Green to file suit for libel against a certain 

Monroe Greentt val. announcer Gf @ certain local rer’ 
station because, she alleges, he told 


Auriol Lee. 

Harry Link. 
Norman Moray. 
George J. Schaefer, 


his air public: 

‘Senorita Zea asked Tyrone Power 
to write his autograph on her thigh, 
'a thing the actor indignantly ref ised 





to do, saying that he is a respectable 
ARRIVALS married man.’ a 
Senorita Zea and Power empnaur 

J. C. Bavetta. cally deny this story. 


eres errr ee” 
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ETS $16,000 NET ON PONS 


5 Bway Shows Total Over $1,000,000 OPER ins ONLY War Dept. Brings in Stokowski: 
In H wood Bids: Lady Joins 2506 Class 94.000 THUS FAR Americanized Martial Music And 
orion to Streamlined Army Bands Is Goal 


Met Having Fairly Good Sea-| 
son But Four Works Splash 
Red Ink—Lily Pons Has| 





Spec PED Peers errr eee 
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Smash proportions to which ‘Lady 
jn the Dark’ immediately jumped 


following its Broadway opening last 
Thursday (23) gave the street a 


Income Tax Help 





The Internal Revenue Section 
of the United States Treasury 


in- 60% of Her Tips Washington, Jan. 28. 


a even before the rave notices hours starting Feb. 3 and con- atter shi ‘I cz r : ® aoe . 
a appeared. V.p. Jack Cohn] tinuing until March 15. There — a. k. ae yr! po the aims of the famous conductor are 
on La I 2 is a é The Metropolitan Opera Co. of you a smali guarantee an dg reinstrumentation and rescoring of 
w Tuesday fc > hz f > t rop a pera ° ar ° 9 
saw the show at Baggett ss enor; ls, 0 course, no Charge for the IN. Y,, citadel of operatic art in the privilege on the tips. music to ‘suggest a new organization 
that nl made the x assistance, A Mags od ie . are 
ss rage Cane They turned it | |U. S., "closed the first half of its 57th for military bands’ and to develop a : 
offer a | Season Monday (27) with estimated ° band suited to open air playing—‘for 
down. . : net loss for the eight weeks of $34,- | men marching, men mounted on ij 
Three-week gel megeen Rigenae | 000, and a total gross of $746,000. mM ar - e ZnIC horses, or in armored units.’ Sto- if 
} Dramatists Guild rules, mus peas | These figures include five Tuesday | kowski also will attempt to remove if 
before bids can be officially made on | performances in Philadelphia. ‘foreign characteristics’ in traditional ' 
legiters, will finish on Friday (31) for ' ; band music and make it ‘more typi- ' 
‘Arsenic’ and a sale is expected al- A total or 60 performances includ- on rac nl e cally p prec Rissa Fp ae Ronee if 
mat immediately. Unlike owners i dup ing the ena and benefits . 26 The Sh-ateee bend af the Srd Coast | 
of ‘Life with Father,’ who have been | operas — — A tg our | Artillery will be the nucleus of the 
; holding out for well over a year and oo api responsible for mat /¢ organization with which the conduc- 
still show no signs of selling, au- ica ly t e entire season's loss. These CV. hes S tor will work, plus 12 Regular 
; thors and backers of ‘Arsenic’ are ane usse ved Pelleas y oe. a si. Army bandsmen to be provided for 
: : ormances of which showed a - he Infantry, Field Artill d 
agreeable to a quick sale, 000 1 : aie : the Infantry, ie Artillery an 
‘ ° $a ° , oss, with a total gross of $13,- Coast - Artillery Traini ant 
Sale, however, won't mean a quick haiti haces parc Mee ‘oas rtillery Traifting enter 
production, for holders of ‘Arsenic’ <n ces bo Pion mee Hollywood, Jan. 28. bands. The experimental band will 
. eas . ‘ ] rosse - raptio 4 oa 
are considering a two-year limit be-| High-pressure publicity campaign | = , 4 ee Contractual relations between | P© ¢xpanded temporarily into an 85 
mr a 500, with a $7,000 loss; Rosenkavy a- piece band as volunteers and selec- 
fore film can be released. They fig-|to make a star’in her first film of lier,’ three performances of which Carole Lombard and the Myron Selz- rang ie ited ann ion” the 
fear lé at as é = ; awkKs , ° ic ve , ave > “ey > , 2 ea— c nl 1 
| ‘ure a year on Broadway,-at least, | Jane Russell has brought squawks grossed $26,000, with a loss of $7,000, | nick Agency have been severed. An eand ieneuisaiie’ tne. tes than tenes 
and another year on the road for | from various sources on the type of | ° ‘ artis : .....| arbitration board which heard the “og? 
, : ; and ‘Alceste,’ the single performance hee | training centers for selective service 
the show before allowing the film j|art being sent out. Legion of De- of which grossed $6,000, and cost the @PPlication of the actress for can- | pens range West rae gage ryt es 
, it shor Principe i rs are | cency ete ‘] 2c sug- af me She coh) s}lati or eC “aC ‘ aq | > Ps oast. - 
to cut it short. Pr ncipal bidders are cency beefed on indecent and SUS- | company $8,000. The Met will make | © llation of het contract, handed | clusion of the initial experiment, e 
' Paramount, Samuel Goldwyn and | gestive’ photo in last week’s Pic mag. ‘ , ici a down the following award: | i i 
’ : a up the ‘Alceste’ deficit as the season — , | third of the Stokowski-trained bands- 
Warner Bros. Hal Wallis, WB pro- | Complaint was picked up and printed goes on and other presentations of ‘This matter having been  sub- | aah wt te seal bo Gack Of te 
duction chief, who is in New York,/by Louella Parsons, who took the 4)... Pages seni ‘ 4} | mitted to the arbitrators for decision, | ,, ~ ie es ae P , 
ij rsonally responsible for that | the opera are made, as the initial bitrat Trea ee ened three training centers in the Ninth 
S < ‘ s C Tor r - Ey a ur ~ . ye rad aka r 
AP otgmend ; p occasion to add a few swats of her (Continued on page 54) | the 7 Xitrators make the following Corps Area. 
Ss rest. own. award. 
; a ‘ cree ; : : 
Price of $250,000, which Max Gor-| Miss Russell, 19-year-old former | The agency contract between the | 
> ° : . | me i od . ar . ‘ 2 rac > 
don is asking for ‘My Sister Eileen’ | pnhotographer’s model, who was found C | b 40 h A - parties dated Aug. 8, 1938, was ter- | H d E N Di 
: is holding up sale, although there’s| by Howard Hughes while she was eie rate { nn | minated July 1, 1940. As compensa- | | woo xtras 0 vice 
interest around the $150,000 mark. ellen as a doctor's receptionist, is Of E h | B y tion for claimant’s services rendered F Fil A . 
; Metro is said to be offering $130,000 | getting a publicity buildup equaled | t e arrymore §$ | to respondent from Feb. 10, 1940, to | or rim rmy Service 
for ‘Panama Hattie,” with producer | only by that Warner Bros. put on for | | July 1, 1940, respondent shall pay to | 
S e718 J," latinas . 27.5 i > | 
l B. G. De Sylva holding ov.: for $150,-| Ann Sheridan. In the last couple Stardom Next Tuesday claimant the sum of $27,500 in the | Sollyweed. San a0 
000 and a compromise possible. Exec | ,,, “—_* » hee ne following manner, viz: 10% of all! DAL) , Jan, . 
| weeks she has been on fhe cover of arnings receive sr July 1, 1940,| Extras cannot be made into soldiers 
at Paramount, declared, however,| pic and had several pages inside, | earnings received after July 1, ‘, overnight, Paramount learned in try 
that the company is still desirous of | cayera] pages in Life, a full-page pic- Ethel, John and Lionel Barrymore | by respondent for her services in |‘ . ' t, ar nips ry- 
obtaining the property renege , ¥ ea iP will appear on an NBC blue (WJZ). motion pictures or other amusement |!ng to form an army for ‘Caught in 
‘ g the property, ture in the N. Y. Journal-American, appear oO : lthe Draft’ fr eae eamenn 
eee = . ; orogram  11:30-12 p.m Tuesday (Continued on page 54) the Draft’ from class members of 
a page in PM, and a half page in the | Prosté -« é -M., oe | | the Screen Actors Guild 
. N. Y. World-Telegram, with layouts | Might (4) to celebrate the 40th anni- ea | ade thentk tn. ted. dk tema 
¢ set for Look. Liberty and Collier's versary of Ethel’s first starring role he lousNE sO, too, and issue 
ran Son 0 remon set tor Loo aeESy GHG WOMier Ss. in the theatre. Others who will ap- ‘A r ? S | | waivers on 100 war vets who know 
4 ° . 7 e Nearly J all th e art has Miss Russell atte a the . show are pitty ll cquaintance tars n the manual of arms and the stream- 
; > > sly ‘nec -ecs Th — - i . : let ine ‘ills 
Brings Criminal Libel jin an al nl a pi ck “e- : eo Woollcott, Arthur Hopkins, possibly G bf t With F Dp R Till line drills. 
+ ‘UW ; photo be I . = : a) - = Herman Shumlin and Ethel Barry- a es l Py Ey A ee 
Action VS. Kit Carson gion of Dec tte? howl had het = ~ | more Colt. It will be a sustainer, fi N 21G 
ng Over on a shovel. In answ : is SCI ipted by Welbourne Kelley. | AM. Bene it ets 2 | 
ee Miss Parson's yipe on where ‘the : ? 
Criminal libel t ted | Hays office w: . whe 1 these phot Event being commemorated is the | 
mai 110el action was starte ays office as when these oto- ceemmaatttaa @ 15s - a 
against the manager of a Loew’s sub- | graphs were released,’ p.a. Russell %P' vong - . 7 7 sor j 7 a Ft r — President Roosevelt was ordered ade Mark Registered 
sequent run theatre in New York/| Birdwell replied that all stills he es : re . - ‘ 7 vy Cc rrick to bed with a cold Monday (27), but | pated ater hl oct hte 
yesterday (Tuesday) by a grandson} issued were approved by Simmon § ™ uma A og » ee Tw pret | ties night before he braved a sleet ||| Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. | 
j ° ? . ( ontinue ( age. ; . | - 
of John ( . Fremont, who claims the | Levy of Hays office. Pic photo, he yntinued on page storm to attend a_ special per- Paes Sid Silverman, President - | 
general was falsely painted in ‘Kit | claimed, was made by the mag itself, formance of ‘Old Acquaintance,’ sent | || 1°4 West 46th Street, New York, N. ¥. | 
7 Carson.’ He aims to halt exhibition | and no censorship on it was possible. ANNA LEE GETS 1ST to the National, Washington, as a ||| SUBSCRIPTION | 
of the film. Miss Russell was given the top spot ronan oo he rasan oooh g dee Sinaie Cosine _ vn 25 ¢ Ba 
Capt. John C. Fremont, U. S. Navy, l by Hughes in his forthcoming “The ne ule, “ee r the agp a ca Wises | ber acl eaits, 5 ob Dae a | 
Tetired, filed the »: Mutlaw’ for 20th-Fox release . CHANCE IN UJ. | endered a repast a 1e ite ||} 120 
no olga haa gt at Outlaw me eve =? aaa House. At the president's table were ||} Vol. 141 oe et Ng. 8 | 
J feld, where te film plave J 10 Jane Cowl and Peggy Wood, co-' || 
11-12-13. Picture . =, co t " | EL H olly W wood, Jan. 28 starred in the play. He chatted with INDEX | 
' Edward Small f ; mos a i ed GEORGE VS. LOIS JESS British actress Amma Lee gets the | them until after one a.m. and seemed 
4 Artists At ") a sng United femme lead opposite Ronald Colman | ty enjoy the relaxation. After the Bills . 48 | 
». f ar o 01S. r . } ° IK 
FY Att CAC a Theorie’  maci-) IN BOSTON NITERIES ‘30> tite witn Carotine x RRO, f26tUC% Meares her Awe || Chatter “f 
: R urt yesterday on a sum- tated tn start earty tn Februari inal ie eunnees seek Ge RN - 
; ontinued on page 53) | h Le Mile stone directing and ( De tee ean eee ; 
- s | j 2 1 1 k R 1S 
‘ | Bosto Jal 2 Ha p I ng S : ea $5.200. whicl wa 
| 
| t and ;eorve if are Lé - | Dida I f « y 1¢ ( ering the H Re 20 
J CLEVE PALACE FIRE Mr ana Mrs Ge ree e } 1a } i ) ] 
. opposing each other professionally ( in ¢ 31 n f A eat I Indicated that the net for Ir Le 0) 
l : here this week. For at least two f Am«e n job thro 1 é } f d ould be around $2,500 lt ; Mu 45 
| | PEPS UP VAUDE UNIT) vers: eset hse been ven on of screen eg ken up by ari 
’ . nt na 16 
> vance ad\ g ana pubd y expense f the e night appear- 
buildup for his opening at the M e. Some outlays were defrayed ||| Legitimat 50 
; Cleveland, Jan. 28, | fair tomorrow (29). Out of a clear Producer Asks $29,000 | by Dwight Decre Wiman, who pro- ||} Literati .......++-. 
f A short sky, late last week, the Versailles, juced ‘Acquaintance,’ to the exten ——— 43 
circuit that started a small : hlnck away. let it be known f about $1.000. Show resumed at MLUSIC o-cecccccercesecescces an | 
re in . aq | Just one bloc k away, let it be known I J ¢ f d of about $1,000. Sn yw resum é Mowe hi : : 
incr are pit, causing damage that it was featuring Lois Andrews, | rom dan raw or the Morosco, N. Y., Monday (27). a On (ss vsek eae eeeesem 46 || 7 
a at $1,000 to wooden struc- . ner (87 ; ; kxaeitachoaale | Night Clubs... 46 I : 
tures under the RKO Pal outa stage. opening Monday (27). area Sate Chess bAtadensneres j 
ala Sta t+ » . ‘. | WNioht aad ‘views ¢ } R 
Gave the ‘International Casino Re. Headache angle is that the May- Lee Morrison filed suit Monday ALD FLAMM TURNS | Night Club Reviews......... 49 ti 
al a new climax last week before £2!F also mentioned 0 its egy (27) in the N. Y¥. supreme court DON f CNUREY oc csvecctasssiscsees 54 || 2 f 
n audience of 3,000, a few of whom | that Mrs. J. would sr hts pti nat against Joan Crawford seekin 3 $25,- Co errr. 7 
watched firemen put out the blaze, |Club, more or less, while her hus- 999 for alleged breach of contract. T0 LEGIT PRODUCTION | Radio os || . 
7 ay ston. latwtt ia tone » ante se backed | ee 8 ew BOE | i] TUE or casersconesesocsooss ‘ i Es 
’ gomoke was smelled while Roy | 74 Played Bost a ee ee || Radio Markets.........2006. 38 t} 
S peg was doing his banjo act. | out of a — dh ges ag Fase - : : me | Radio Revie 36 | F. 
} ery Goodman, backstage electrician, B b H Substitute a play called ‘Death of a Rose. Donald Flamm, who sold his in- | }} - 10 Ke he WS. ccccccosecece D | | i } 
D assisted by Charles Rockman, eleva- 0 anon 5 Deal was made in November, 1939, terest in WMCA, New York, recently Unit Review. ...cceccese cone Oe i| bi ea 
d tor boy, dashea under stage to orch For Flu-Bedded Ross and Morrison claims he obtained the for $850,000, will become active in pi a) ee ee 46 a a 
pit to empty fire extinguishers on its ~ |money for the play, selling it on the legit productions. For the present ie 
Smouldering floor. Chick and Lee,| _ The flu struck Lanny Ross off his basis of Miss Crawford's appear- he may not become an independent ! VARIFTY RADIO DIRECTORY || i 
comedy team, kept crowd from get- , Franco-American spaghetti session ance in the lead. She backed out manager, but plans buying in on | (Published in N Y annually) j 
ting panicky by putting on act in nightly at 7:15 over CBS last week. jin January, 1940, he claims, and his shows prior to or during production. $5 per copy Hi 
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of Customers asked for and got re- balance of the evenings were taken support. Application was made yes- occupied in the radio end of show i (Peniiahad be Geant by 
funds, but front- -paged semi-humor- Over by Bob Hanon, terday (Tues.) to transfer the suit business, Flamm is quite familiar || Deity Variete: tsa. > 
Us stories of the fire helped to boost Paul Kapp peddled Hanon to to the federal court by the actress, with the theatre and is a consistent $10 a year—$12 foreign 











quintet of legiters for which Holly- 
wooed is offering more than $1,000,000. 
‘Lady’ has joined that super deluxe 
classification, previously shared only 
by ‘Life with Father’ and ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ which is attracting 
$250,000 bids for screen rights. 


Offer of $200,000 was made by Co- 





Show's biz for the week, 














has again assigned special 
come tax experts to the VARIETy 
office, 154 West 46th street, New 
York, to assist members of the 
entertainment professions in fil- 
ing their income tax returns. 
Government men _ will be 
available during regular business 











| Ruthrauff & Ryan, 


Record of Year 





$746,000 ESTIMATE 














|} claiming diversity of citizenship. 


Best Individual Box Office 








Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 28. 

An application was submitted 

a nitery manager by a gal who 
wanied a job as a waitress. 

‘Due to existing biz conditions,’ 

he wrote her in the usual form 








first-nighter. 








Streamlining and Americanization 
of U. S. Army band music will be 
undertaken in a novel experiment by 
Leopold Stokowski. Donating his 
services to the Army, Stokowski will 
supervise special training being 
given to an 85-piece experimental 
band at Fort MacArthur, Cal. Among 
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Capra-Riskin’s ‘John Doe’ to Get B. 0. | 


Testing; Pair to Continue WB Releasing 


+ 


Riskin unit 
releasing its 

Bros., al- 
or 


Frank Capra-Robert 
will probat 
product througl 
thought it has no 
tions beyond the current one-pic- 
ture deal, Riskin said in New York, 
Monday (27). He’ declared, however, 
that ‘an understanding’ with WB 
has been reached. 

‘Meet John Doe,’ the director- 
writer team’s first effort in produc- 
ing on their own, is now being 
scored, Riskin said, and will be com- 
pleted toward the end of February. 
It will then be given about six trial 
engagements in various parts of the 
country that will determine its 
future. Pair are desirous of avoid- 
ing recent mistakes of other pro- 
ducers who touted their films as 
super-dupers, Only to have them 
fizzle in early engagements, so are 
keeping entirely mum on policy or 
terms until the b.o. proves they have 
what they think. 

Riskin asserted they would natur- 
ally like to get increased terms and 
will if the trial dates show the pic- 
ture merits a tilt. He refused to| 
say what percentage might be asked. | 
Film was not sold on regular War- | 
ner contract, so is not subject to) 
ordinary allocations, 

Trial dates will also determine, | 
Riskin said, the exhibition policy. If 
it proves all that is hoped, it will | 
probably open on Broadway on a| 
roadshow basis. Riskin said he had} 
conferred with Loew’s concerning | 
placing ‘Doe’ in the Astor, now hous-! 
ing Chaplin’s ‘Great Dictator.” He 
has also been going over the pos- 
sibilities of the film’s going into the 
Music Hall or the Rivoli in the event 
the decision is against roadshowing. 

Riskin termed usual figures ban- 
died about the industry on produc- 
tion costs of films ‘meaningless’ and 
refused to say to what the charges 
on ‘Doe’ will tote. Hollywood esti- 
fates are around $2,000,000. Riskin 
said that he and Capra not only have 
a large cash stake in the picture, but 
also the salary they could have been 
collecting by working for someone 
else during the more than seven 
months between the start of pro-| 
duction and release. 

Businessman of the unit as well 
as writer, Riskin is arranging dis- 
tribution details with Warners and 
setting up an organization to repre- 
sent the producers’ interests. He has 
established an office in the quarters 
of David O. Selznick and John Hay 
Whitney in Radio City. He said 
that Lowell Calvert, Selznick’s east- 
ern representative, will in all like- 
lihood also represent him and Capra. 
Deal with Warners is similar to that 
6f indie producers with United 
Artists, in that the eastern rep must 
approve all contracts before they are 
accepted by the distributing com- 
pany. Riskin said he will also estab- 
lish a New York accounting depart- 
ment, similar to the setup maintained 

by UA producers 

Next film, the writer declared, has 
not been decided on yet, although 
what he and Capra originally had in 
mind for No. 2 has been definitely 
eliminated. It was ‘Don Quixote,’ 
which has been nixed because Walt 
Disney is using the subject for a car- 
toon feature. How soon the 
starts on its next production will de- 


continue 
War 
contract 


ner 
ner 


op- 


pend on the success of ‘Doe,’ Riskin 
asserted. 
Readying ‘Doe’ Film 
Hollywood, Jan. 28. 

Frank Capra has hittled ‘Mee 
John Doe’ down to two hours and 
12 minutes, which is five minutes 
longer than any of his previous films 

With the cutting job ended, Leo 
Forbstein is directing the musical 
ecoring. 


Suit of Delores Lacy Collins, as ad- 
ministratrix of the estate of James 
H. Collins, deceased, against Metro 
Pictures Corp., Distributing Corp., 
Loew’s, Inc., and Culver Export Co., 
was dismissed last week (21) by 
Judge John C. Knox in the N. Y. 
federal court for lack of prosecution. 
Suit sought damages of $1,000,000 for 
alleged plagiarism. 

James Collins was a test pilot who 


died in 1935, but prior to his death | 
had written a book entitled ‘Test | 


Pilot,’ which his widow claimed had 
a phenomenal sale. It is claimed that 
the Metro picture of the same name, 
starring Clark Gable, Myrna Loy and 
Spencer Tracy, was a ‘deliberate 


team | 


Dismiss ‘Test Pilot’ Suit | 


piracy’ of Collins’ book, | 





BENCHLEY BACK EAST 


Making Last 3 of 6 Par Shorts on 
Long Island 


Paramount yesterday (Tuesday) 
resumed work at Eastern Service 
studios, Astoria, L. I.. on series of six 
starring Robert Benchley. 
Three of the group were made sev- 
eral months ago, work being broken 
off while Benchley went to the Coast 
to appear in Walt Disney's ‘The Re- 
luctant Dragon.’ That wound up last 
week and the writer-player immedi- 
ately came east. 

Remaining three shorts under 
Benchley’s pact will be shot within 
the next two weeks. Couple of the 
earlier-made ones are already in re- 
lease, with a total of four to go into 
distribution this season and the two 
others in 1941-42. 


horts 





Lloyd's Plan For | 


Capt. Bligh Film 
Burning Up Par 


} 


| filming 


H’wood Helps 





David E. 


lanager ji 


Rose, Paramount’s 


in Great Britain, last 


week lauded the work being 
done by the British in Holly- 
wood in behalf of the parent 


country. Rose outlined what one 
British War Relief unit has done 
to date: Collected $115,000 for 
an ambulance unit; $250,000 in 
cash: 200 tons of clothing and 
10,000 medical instruments. 

He said that the ‘Tonight at 
8:30’ Coast benefit performances 
had realized $36,000 profit for 
war relief. 


Catholic Women 
Claim ‘Bell Tolls 


Is Communistic 





South Bend, Jan. 28. 
Charging that Ernest Hemingway's 
novel, ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls,’ 


contains material that is ‘decidedly | 


communistic,’ local chapter of the 
National Council of Catholic Women, 
through its chairman, Mrs. A. P. 
Perley, has protested against the 
i of the book in its present 
form to Will H. Hays and Paramount 
Pictures, which has announced the 
story for early production. ; 

In a communication from the Hays 
Office, assurance was given squawk- 
ers that nothing would appear in the 


CHI, DETROIT HOUSES 
| SET FOR ‘FANTASIA’ 


Two additional dates for opening 


of Walt Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ have 
been set. It will preem at the Wil- 
son, Detroit, Feb. 18, and at the 


| Apollo, Chicago, the following night. 

Apollo is a Balaban & Katz house, 
while Wilson has been leased from 
the Shuberts. Broadway, N. Y., and 
Majestic, Boston, where the film 
playing, are also Shubert 
Boston showing opened last night 
(Tuesday) and the film bows in at 
the Carthay Circie, Los Angeles, 
tonight. 

House has been sought for weeks 
'for a Washington unveiling of the 
| musical film, but none is available. 
Hal Horne, Disney’s eastern rep, is 
pretty well resigned to wait until 
spring frees some house for the 
opening in the capital. 

Henry Sutton has been named 
Disney rep at the Detroit house, 
with Fred Schader handling press. 
Jim Levine will be in charge in Chi, 
with Ben Atwell doing the publicity. 
William Blum has been appointed 
to do Philly publicity, while the 
regular Warner Bros. staff will man- 
age the Aldine, which preems the 
film Feb. 12. Jeff Lieberman, press 
contact for the Broadway theatre, 
N. Y., engagement, has been 
_ switched to Philly to aid Blum. 





See 300% Hike 


In Gov't’'s Tax. 





Legal action against Frank Lloyd film version that is contrary to the | 


and Universal Pictures is being 
talked by Paramount execs should 
the producer-director put into work 
a film based on Capt. Bligh of ‘Mu- 
tiny on the Bounty’ fame. Lloyd last 
week registered the label ‘Capt. 
Bligh in Australia.” Now pacted to 
Universal, Lloyd directed ‘Bounty’ in 
1935 for Metro. 

Par last spring purchased for $10.- 
000 an outline of another Capt. Bligh 
yarn by the authors of ‘Bounty,’ 
Charles Nordhoff and James Norman 
Hall. Nordhoff and Hall are now en- 
larging the outline into a_ book, 
‘Botany Bay,’ for which Paramount 
is committed to pay another $40,000 
when it is completed. 

Par execs are at white heat at 
Lloyd, claiming he knew of the stu- 
dio’s plans to turn out another Bligh 
story as a result of his association 


there, and is now taking advantage | 


of it. Lloyd joined Par as an asso- 
ciate producer in 1936 .and served 
there until 1939. 

What has Par particularly aroused 
is that Lloyd’s title, ‘Capt. Bligh in 
Australia,’ covers the same period as 
‘Botany Bay’ deals with. Despite 
‘Bay’s’ being planned somewhat 
a sequel to ‘Bounty,’ the period pre- 
cedes that of Bligh’s Pitcairn Island 
adventure. Copyright on Capt. Bligh 
or doings, of course, is impos- 
sibile, as he was an actual character, 
and much of the material 
about him involves historical fact. 


as 


his 
story 


REPUBLIC AT PEAK 


| WITH SIX IN WORK 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
‘Mr. District Attorney’ rolled to- 
day (Tues.) at Republic, raising the 


studio’s total of active productions 
to six, new record for the valley 
lot. Picture is Leonard Fields’ first 
job as producer for the company 
Other films before the cameras are 
‘Sis Hopkins,’ ‘Back in the Saddle 
Again,’ ‘Citadel of Crime, ‘The 
Great Train Robbery’ and ‘The Ad- 
ventures of Captain Marvel,’ a serial 


Gable, Lamarr War Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
slated to co-star in ‘The Uniform’ at 
Metro, with Clarence Brown produc- 
and directing. 


. 
It will be Gable’s first appearance 
before the cameras in severa] months. 


Clark Gable and Hedy Lamarr are | 


— 


rules of the industry’s production | 
code. Hays’ office letter stated in 
part: 


Bite for 41-42 


‘Experience during the past seven | 


years has proved rather convincingly 
that stage plays and books which in 
their original form violate one 


untarily adopted Production Code 
can be revised so that the completed 
picture furnishes quite unobjection- 
able entertainment. Unless and un- 
til the film complies fully with the 
Code no seal of approval therefor 
is issued.’ 

Paramount’s New York office 
states that the protest from South 
Bend is the only squawk against ‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls’ which has been 
received. Letter was forwarded to 
Y. Frank Freeman, at the Hollywood 
studio. 





Soldiers Want Reatism 
In Films, Poll Reveals; 


Fave Is Ginger Rogers 





Soldiers don't want sentimental 
pictures about the Army and Navy, 
Mrs. Bettina Gunezy, council secre- 
tary of the National Board of Re- 
view, learned last week in a poll of 
100 privates and non-commissioned 
officers at Governor’s Island, New 
York. Boys demanded realism in 
pictures that deal with any branch 
of the service, they stated. 

They also voted an okay to ‘love 
pictures’ if the girl is ‘sprightly 
Ginger Rogers.’ Their fave actress, 
incidentally, is Miss Rogers, with 
Bette Davis runner-up. Spencer 
Tracy is favorite male, Cary Grant 
running second. Films they liked 


best during the past year or so were 


(1) ‘Gone With Wind’ and (2) ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington.’ 
In line with their desire for 


" ) 
réeai- 


ism, the sold 


ers vigorously demand- 
ed accuracy and expressed resent- 
ment against being given ‘false 
ideas.’ Couple said they preferred 
films color because ‘you can tell 
the color of the girl’s hair.’ 


Abbott, Costelio Repeat 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 

Abbott and Costello started 

second picture at 

day (Mon.) titled ‘Oh Charlie.’ 

Arthur Lubin directs and 
Kelly is associate producer. 





Radio Reviews: ‘ASCAP on 
Milton Berle, Boris Karloff 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


ASCAP Lawyers See Department of Justice.................Page 
Deny Major Bowes Leaving Chrysler.......ccccccccccscees - Page 
| BMI’s Wisconsin Consent Decree........ 


Broadcasters’ 
FCC Views Five Television Systems 
Parade,’ 


Anti-Wisecrack Resolution.......cccccccceses-Page 
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Charlotte Greenwood, 
36 


or | 
more provisions of the industry’s vol- | 


like 


their 
Universal yester- 


Burt 








| Washington, Jan. 28. 
Due to rising business and stiffer 
taxes, the treasupy expects to get 
its cut of admissions over three 
times as much in the fiscal year 
starting next “uly 1 as it did in the 
12-month period ended last June 30. 


as 


President Roosevelt’s budget con- 
tains an estimated yield of $74,- 
200,000 from the 10% bite on box- 


office revenues in the coming period. 
| Take of $68,900,000 in the 1940-41 
annum is estimated, as against $21,- 
600,000 forecast last January before 

Congress lowered the starting point 
|from 4lc. to 21lc. Actual haul last 
year was $21,877,916. 

Heavier income taxes, both 
vidual and corporate, were suggested 
by the President in his budget mes- 
| sage, but there was nothing to indi- 
cate the administration expects to 
make the load on amusements 

neavier. On the contrary, President 
| Roosevelt registered opposition to 
any more ‘restrictive’ levies that 
have the effect of reducing consumer 
purchasing power. 


Agent Sues Mervyn LeRoy 
For 25G on K. Baker Pact 
A suit by Leonard Goldstein, 
against Mervyn LeRoy for 
was revealed last Wednesday 
‘the N. Y. supreme court, when the 


producer sought a dismissal of the 
action, claiming the disputed contract 


agent, 
$25.000 


(22) in 


is not enforceable under California 
law. 

Goldstein claims that on July 29, 
1935, he signed a five-year mana- 
gerial contract with Kenny Baker. 
He negotiated a deal with LeRoy for 
Baker's services and the singer, after 
payment of 10% for awhile, finally 
defaulted. Goldstein's assignee, Sy]l- 
via Blank, sued Baker in California 
and, while the suit was on file, Gold- 
stein claims LeRoy asked him to| 
drop it in return for $1,000, and to! 
give up the managerial contract and 
ne would pay its worth. Goldstein 
claims he dropped the suit and the 
contract, but LeRoy failed to pay. 


/}amount for the contract. 

The producer claims as another de- 
| fense that Goldstein did not possess 
an agent’s license when he signed the 
contract, which makes it illegal. He 
also seeks $500 in a counter-claim, 
asserting that he had signed a note 
for a loan for Goldstein in 1938 with 
the Bank of America for that amount, 
and that Goldstein defaulted and he 
had to pay. 





Greer Garson’s Tinter 


Hollyweod, Jan. 28. 
Greer Garson went before the 
|; Cameras yesterday (Mon.) as star in 
Metro’s Technicolor feature, ‘Blos- 
soms in the Dust,’ directed by Mer- 
vyn LeRoy. 
|: Male lead is Walten Pidgeon. 


1S | 


houses. | 


indi- | 


He estimates $25.000 would be a fair 


WB STARTS SIX 
~ PIX IN NEXT 
4 WEEKS 


| 


| 
Hollywood, Jan. 28 

Production chart at Warners calls 
for the start of six pictures in the 
next four weeks, leading off Monday 
(3) with ‘Sergeant York’ § and 
‘Mother's Boy.’ 

Three more, ‘Bad Men of Missouri,’ 
‘Highway 99’ and ‘The Gentle Peo- 
ple,’ roll Feb. 10. ‘The Flight Patrol’ 
goes before the cameras Feb. 24. 





RKO MEETS ON 
SALES POLICY 


Calling in all its district managers, 
RKO held a meeting Thursday (23) 
|in New York, attended by George J. 
Schaefer, president, to discuss sales 
policy, including under the consent 
decree, as well as to huddle on plans 
for the balance of this year’s prod- 
uct. Ned E. Depinet, v.p. over dis- 
tribution, presided. 

In addition to Schaefer and Depi- 
net, h.o. group attending included 
A. W. Smith, Jr., Bob Mochrie, 
Cresson E. Smith, A. A. Schubart, 
S. Barret McCormick, W. H. Clark, 





'Phil~ Reisman, Leon Bamberger, 
|Mike Poller, William Dahler, Wil- 
| jam Horne, Lou Miller, W. J. 


McShea and E. J. Smith, Jr. 

| District managers brought in were 
|Herb MacIntyre, Dave Prince, L. 
'E. Goldhammer, Walter Branson, 
Charles Boasberg, Nat Levy and Gus 
Schaefer. Bob Wolff -of the New 
York exchange was also there. 


PAR LET OUT OF 3-WAY 
‘DISHONORED LADY’ SUIT 


Paramount Pictures, Inc., was dis- 
missed as a defendant last Wednes- 
|day (22) by Justice Ferdinand Pe- 
cora in the N. Y. supreme court in 
|}comnection with a suit against it by 
Margaret Ayer Barnes and Edward 
Sheldon. These two in turn are de- 
fendants in an action by Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic, while Charles Frohman, Inc., 
and Gilbert Miller remain as defend- 
ants in Miss Barnes’ and Sheldon’s 
suit. The entire complicated contro- 
| versy involves the play, ‘Dishonored 
| Lady.’ 





McClintic, who had a contract to 
produce the play and was to have re- 
ceived 50% of the film sale, claims 


$67,608 is due him from , 
representing half of what thev col- 
lected from Loew’s for the plagiarism 
of the play in ‘Letty Lynton’ by the 
film company, 

The authors in turn sued, claiming 
that Miller and Frohman had secured 
the play from McClintic and pro- 
duced it against their wishes in Lon- 
don with a poor cast and that $50,000 
in royalties would have been theirs 
had the defendants listened to t} 
Frohman having merged with Para- 
mount, the film company was brought 
is as a defendant, but Justice Pecora 
ruled that Paramount had nothing 
do with the transaction. 


tne ¢ *hors 


em. 


to 


McLean as Assoc. Prod. 


| Hollywood, 

Douglas McLean, 
films, joined Gloria Pictures, ar 
dependent company, as associate pro- 
ducer on ‘New Wine’ with 
liam Sekely. 

Picture is being filmed for United 
| Artists release with Ilona Massey in 
the top role. 


Jan. 28 


star of silent 


D1 





Benny En Route East 

Jack Benny, who is committed to 
make as many pictures for 20th-Fox 
as he does for Paramount under his 


present .contract, is on his wav to 
New York to look at the legiter, 
|‘Charley’s Aunt,’ and ascertain if it 


| would make him a satisfactory com- 
|edy vehicle. Play is a 20th-Fox story 
property, 
Benny left by plane Sunday (26) 
night, but was still grounded at Tuc- 
| son, Ariz., by adverse flying weather 
| until late yesterday (Tuesday). Wil- 
\liam Perlberg, producer, who likely 
| will make the 20th-Fox film, is on 
| his way east with Benny. 
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EXPLOIT MUSIC 


Boosting Inventory on 41-4? Pix, 
Par to Have 15 Ready by Sept. 1 


—_—————— 


pictures promised for 
(1940-41) and already 
starting work on the first of oe 
following year’s films: to be sold 
in groups of five, Neil F. Agnew 
yesterday (Tues.) stated that Para- 
mount will have at least three blocks 
of five or a total of 15 ready when 
the 1941-42 season begins. Under the 
consent decree the season Officially 

»pt. 1 on. 
ms = over distribution stressed 
that these three groups for selling 
under the consent will be available 


Well up on 
this season 


without changes or withdrawals in 
Par’'s spring and summer releasing 


schedule. 
rent season’s program will all be 


delivered, while ‘I Wanted Wings,’ 
which was taken off release for prob- 
able roadshowing, will definitely be 

railable this spring. 
ay on stated that the first block 
of five features for merchandising 
under the decree will be ready for 
screening early this summer. At- 
tempting to set at rest fears of ex- 
hibitors concerning availability of 
product for next season, Par’s dis- 
tribution chieftain added: 

‘The executives of the company 
fully realize that under the new sell- 


ing methods it will be necessary to | 
augment considerably our inventory | 


of pictures in order to assure exhibi- 
tors of an ample supply of product. 


Plans to finance this increased in- 
ventory were discussed and ap- 
proved during our discussions in 
Chicago.’ 

Agnew returned from Chicago 
yesterday morning (Tues.) and last 


night left for Toronto to confer with 
J. J. Fitzgibbons of Famous Plavers- 


Canadian on sales. Del Goodman, 
newly appointed Canadian district 
manager, now at the home office 


familiarizing himself with sales rou- 
tine, leaves for Toronto later in 
week, 


ACADEMY AWARD 
BALLOTING STARTS 


Hollywood, 


Jan, 28. 
Nominating ballots for the major 
awards by the Academy of Motio: 
Picture Arts and Sciences for 1919 
were mailed to approximately 4,000 
creative artists of the industry ove! 


the weekend. Actors, writers, direc- 
tors, producers and Academy mem 
bers have already started voting for 
nominations for best 
In acting, writing, directing and best 
Production results, Voting on nom 

nations ends at midnight Feb. 5, with 
ballots being mailed direct to a na- 


achievements 


tional firm of accountants who will 
do the counting. Nominees will be 
announced Feb. 10. 

Mervyn LeRoy®secretary of the 
Academy, will again head the 
Awards Dinner committee, post he 


as filled for last 
Displea ed at the 

tion Picture 

not 


two years 
Academy of Mo- 


Arts and Sciences f 


considering his ‘Fantasia’ f 

1940 awa W: Disne ' 
to enter anv of h ho 5 r 
in the Oscar sweenstak Cc - 
ent Academy winners. Dis! I 
toons Ww ll be out of the r 
fo. . ‘ ; ; ; 
lor the f t time ce ea irds 
were established 

Although in its 12th week in New 
York Kin i } } 
,  . Mevure nas not opened here. 
academy committee ruled that a 
a must be viewed in a regular 
Neatre by those voting and not 


merely in a projection room. 


(. Merwin Travis New 
Director of Pathe Lab 


Pi Merwin Travis was named a 
rector for Pathe 
6°; last week, taking the place of 
- Henry Briggs 
; 8, Di 
menor: recently resigned. Pathe di- 
ectorate made no effort to pick a 

President and 





{s 


is he o3 id none likely 
“wo ‘ected until next month. 

- ae. who at one time was head 
“athe Film Corp., now is pre 


id ’ 
ent oT Producers Releasing Corp 


These pictures, on the cur- | 


Laboratories, | 


president and di- | 


+ 
vw 





Hays Still Il” 


Will Hays still was bedded in New 
York by flu yesterday (Tuesday), 
but may be improved sufficiently 
| by the end of this week to return to 
|his office. Hays office directors’ 
|meeting has been delayed several 
| times until he recovered, and no 
| definite date for this adjourned ses- 
sion will be set until Hays returns. 

Hays wants to get to Hollywood as 
| soon as possible. He had been de- 
| layed first by meetings and now by 
| illness, 








US TOP EXECS 
CONVERGE 
ONN.Y. 


Arrival of J. Cheever Cowdin, 
chairman of the board, and Matty 
| Fox, studio executive and vice-presi- 
dent, from the Coast Sunday night 
| and Monday morning (27 








a 


completed 


the trek of Universal officials from 
the studio to the home office this 
week. Nate Blumberg, president, 
came in Saturday (25) after having 
stopped off in Chicago to attend the 
banquet honoring Barney Balaban. 
Top officials wanted to be on hand 


for the director’s meeting yesterday 
(Tuesday), when details of forth- 
coming product this season and ten- 


tative 1941-42 lineup were given the 
directorate. m 
These executives plea going to 


Miami this week to attend the pre- 
miere of ‘Back Street,’ Feb. 4. Then 
they will go to Chicago for a 
meeting of all district 
agers starting on Feb. 8. 


three- 


day sales man- 


Par Stili Hunts Stories 
For Henry Hathaway 


, 
Paramount was learned tl} 


it 
AL 


week, is till searching for pos ble 
stories for Henry Hathaway despite 
the announcement a week ago that 
his producer-director pact had bee 
amicably settled It is understood 
that Hathaway may continue to work 
at Par under a different type con 
tract if satisfactory story materiai 
can be found 

Hathaway has been direct ex 
cl vely for Par since 1932, e pt 
ee if , y 4 > ae ‘ I 
Real Glor S G na 
B har \ ¢ r 20th-} I 

t 

H ( ¢ S 

rw? ons ? i 

Wallis’ ‘Dinner’ Huddles 

| Hal B. Wal Warner B 
chief wh cam €a 

week to attend the R eve 
auguration in Washington, a red 
in N. Y. last Wednesday (22) fo1 
huddles with George S. Kaufman 
and Moss Hart on their ‘Man Who 
| Came to Dinner,’ which is being pro- 
| duced by Warners. Wallis is also 
, seeing the principal legit shows 


while east. 
He goes back to the Coast either 


last of this week or early in Feb- 
ruary. 
| seeesaciaitaceiiciedtduaiesasiaiasliacials 
| . 
| Pascal Sails 

Gabriel Pascal left Lisbon aboard 
the S. S. Exeter on Friday (24). He’s 


bringing Ol 


to the U. S. a print 
‘Major Barbara,’ the George Bernard 
Shaw story he filmed in England 

Exeter is due in N. Y. on Feb 
but Pascal may fl Bermud 


4b nN ly from ida 
nd get in Feb. 2. 


and ge 
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Benefit the Dearth of Mu- 


sical Americana on Air 





RE-BOOKINGS 





Comerford theatre chain has un- 
dertaken to cash 
absence of ASCAP music on the net- 
| works by booking in band and other 
| musical acts that can be advertised 
as offering music that cannot be 
heard on the air. Publisher mem- 
bers of ASCAP last week received 
| letters asking them to furnish each 
| of the spots with professional copies 
and dance orchestrations. 

The ‘Hit Parade’ angle is being 
played up by these Comerford the- 
atres in their exploitation and news- 
paper advertising. The theatres in 
' fe chain which have already been 
| set for such bookings and campaigns 
are the Capitol, Binghamton; Irving, 
| Wilkes-Barre; Fay’s, Providence; 
Family, Scranton; Feeley, Hazleton, 


Pa.; Hippodrome, Pottsville, Pa.;| 
Capitol, Williamsport, Pa., and the | 
Irving, Carbondale, Pa. 
Livingston’s Proposal 
Lincoln, Jan. 28. 


To take advantage of the ASCAP 
ituation, R. R. Livingston, of the 
indie Capitol here and always 
against radio as films’ strongest 
competitor huddlint with Gene 
Blazer. Nebraska ASCAP rep, to do 
something about it. Livingston wants 
use the second run of ‘Tin Pan 
Alley ’to start off a camnaign against 
radio. His idea, roughly, is this: 

He wants to advertise ‘If you want 
yur ra- 


and come to a picture.’ 


is 


to 


to listen to good music, let y 


dio sit quiet, 


He wants ASCAP to assist in 
matching funds with theatres to 
launch an advertising campaign 
which will sell theatres as the home| 
of good music—institutional, not in- | 
dividual 

He wants to book. subsequent run, | 
several of the old musical hit films, 
to bring forcibly to the attention of 
patrons what they’re missing on ra- 
dio, and at the same time collect on 
ne I i i cre te b the old 
t 4 

Livi! 1 reme ered n the 
trace for his one-mar campaign 
against Horace Heidt Pot o’ Gold 
show a little more than a year ago 
He bet f me nount ¢ r veel 
that tl He { vy offered, i ( ¢ 
the vw n } theatre ind 
not at h e to A t telephone 
} 1 co) t the ) ( At one 
time nea 4 thousand film house 

T > Ur ed States Y té j hi 
t le 
If ASCAP ] the + tr¢ $ 
a ; 
, SCA] 2 
e ¥ f t 
r ’ ‘ ¢ f 
+ . 4 
S y rati in the future.’ 


Bergen, Fibber & Molly 
Set by RKO for One Film 








Hollywood, Jan. 28 
RKO registe red two double pi: v 
by “sen and Charlie 


signing Edgar Ber 
McCarthy and Fibber 
Molly for 

P ducer is Dav 1 Hemp 


McGee and 
the same pictu 


MacMurray to Freelance 


Jan. 28 


Hollyw 0 yd, 


NOSTALGIA’ 


tha 


me > 
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Theatre Men Seek Methods. 








Majors May Organize Skeleton 


Sales Staffs to Handle Only Shorts, 





Thus Evading Charges of 


Kent, Wobber East 





Hollywood, Jan. 28. 

Sidney R. Kent and Herman Wob- | 
ber shoved off for the home office 
after a 10-day huddle with studio 
execs on methods to co-ordinate the 


; consent decree with the production 


in on the current | 





Fred MacMurray, six years with | 
Paran it, is understood to | 
he out for a freelance caree 
Star’ ract wind ! 
e, ‘One I 
- n ’ 


| Coast 
| Murray Silverstone came yesterday 


program. 

Meanwhile Frederick Pride and 
Felix Jenkins, home office attorneys, | 
are taking a swing around 20th-Fox 
exchanges to tell the managers what | 
the consent decree js all about. 





SMALL FILMS 
FOR “41-42 





tion 


Forcing 


Skeleton forces of film salesmen to 
only handle the sale of short subjects 
and newsreels are under considera- 
the five 
who will have to merchandise fea- 
tures in blocks of five under the con- 
sent decree with the shorts not 
be contingent upon the buying of 
the full-lengths. Companies are 
Metro, Paramount, RKO, Warner 
Bros, and 20th-Fox, all of which pro- 


by major producers, 


to 


, duce and distribute shorts product. 


Matter of setting up a special sales 


| division for shorts, which it did not 
|have before, plus the assignment of 


UA SKEDS FIVE 


salesmen to specialize in the con- 
tracting of the briefies, is under- 
stood to have been discussed by 


Paramount at last week’s sales meet- 
ing in Chicago and is under con- 
sideration by the other majors. 
Among other things, the five com- 
panies party to the consent decree 
must not ‘force’ shorts and newsreels 
in the selling of features, and thus 
it will be all-important to guard 
against any complaints by exhibitors 
that they have had to buy the shorts 


| product in order to get the features. 


First results of current trip to the | 
by United Artists chieftain 


(Tuesday) with announcement that 
Edward Small will make five pic- 
tures for the company in 1941-42 to 
be budgeted at $5,000,000. 

UA made public the names of the 
Small films as a refutation of the 
talked of ‘strike’ by its producers, 
industry observers were led to be- 
lieve. Held-over from Small’s 1940 
41 slate for next year is ‘Corsican 
Brothers.’ Other films are ‘Sabotage,’ 
‘My Official Wife,’ ‘She Was a 
ing Girl’ and an untitled picture. 


UWya- L 
wWwo.n- 


ROWLAND’S THREE PIX 
FOR UA IN TWO YEARS 


Hollywood, Jan. 28 
‘d A. Rowland s a pro- 
to Dit 


rtists release in the next 


Richart 
ducing deal 


for United A 


gned 


mala — . 
make three tures 


wo years. Contract followed Row- 
, . 
san production of ‘Cheers for M 
Bishop,’ which was made oh an op- 
( ii Da " 
Next picture is likely to be ‘Battle 
yf Brit 1in,’ one of Rowland’s tory 
prope € 


$250,000 Libel Suit Vs. 
Mary Pickford Dismissed 


Suit of J. Raymond Cornell against 
Mary Pickford, which sought dam- 
Apt of $250,000 for alleged libe 

ed ! + k 2] J é 
John C. Knox in the N. Y. fe 
( NF ] ‘ 
ce 
134 
he t} Y) 
. , 
‘Jane Eyre’ Stunt 
Hollywood, Jan. 28 

David O. Selznick will produce 
Jane Eyre’ as his next picture, and 
preliminary work is already under 
Wav 

Fans will be asked to choose 


among Vivien Leigh, Joan Fontaine 
and Katharine Hepburn for the Jead 
role, producer’s search for a Scarlett 


peing 


O’Hara repeated with a new 
publicity twist. First two actresses 
named are under contract to Selz- 


| Lesite Stacved 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
Joan Leslie, 16-year-old plaver 
V f ted by Warners to stardom 
ifter appearing in three pictures. 
} tarrer is ‘I’ve Peen Drafted’ 
tr . 1 Be , 4 l oe 


| 20th, 


| which 


A salesman offering a block of five 


| pictures or asking an exhib to also 


buy the shorts of his company might 
be accused of ‘forcing’, 


Paramount has not had a shorts 
ales head for some years, but by 
March 1 it will have Oscar Morgan 


in charge of such a department. He 
is at present southern division sales 
manager of the company. The other 


majors all have had shorts sales 
managers right along, there being 


Fred Quimby at Metro, Bill Clark at 
Norman E. Moray at Warners, 
Harry Michalson for RKO. 
the Chicago sales huddle, 
announcement was made of 
the Morgan appointment, Neil F. 
Agnew revealed that the southern 
territory which he gives up some 
Feb. 1 March 1, 
scoped tern 
Unger 
Rea- 
gan, presently in charge of the west, 
wri lt + 


and 


At at 


time between and 
Pal 
stern divisions. J. J 


heads the east, 


will be tele into ea 


while Charlie 


ep up to the newly created 

post of : tant general sales man- 

‘ at the home office George A 

; h, for r Coast district manager 

f J { 1 Reagan over 
the half of the country 


Goodman Vice Milligan 
Morris A. Milligan, general n 


tood 


inager 

Lo 
11es 
ll be Ic- 
G odn in who has 
* 20th-Fox 
turned 


stern di- 
if the Dallas 
Los Angele 


formerly wi 


, 
h 
Dallas, takes over 
‘ that office, 


and Memphis. 


Hugh 
Tyr ited Arti ‘ at 
the territor 


Oklahoma City 


ty co 


Langton Quits as Keener 
Of Paramount’s Writers 


Holly 1, Jan. 28 
Fri : DD Langt in 
horge of writers for Paramount, has 
. 
= eq 
Will Dozier named story 
tor _ e scriveners 
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Foreign-Mades, Two of Em Old, 


Give 3 N.Y. Houses B.0. Bonanzas "scsi. acs 


4 





Lengthy runs milked from foreign 
films during recent weeks have given 
three midtown Manhattan houses 
b.o. bonanzas. Biggest of the grossers 
is ‘Night Train,’ English- made, now 
in its fifth week at the Globe, al- 
though the Central, also on Broaa- 
way, and the Miami on Sixth avenue 
have recently hit a heavy stride with 
imported product. 


Central, like the Globe a Brandt 
house, is dualling a French and an 
English film. Twin bill is now wind- 
ing up a big second week and looks 
set for another month or so. Curi- 
ously, both films at the Central have 
played previously within a few | 
blocks of the house. Draw has been 
achieved, however, by changing the | 


| 








Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 

Universal picked up Shemp How- 
ard’s option. 

Carolyn Lee drew a moppet — 
tract at Paramount. 

Universal handed Joseph Valen- 
tine a new ticket as cameraman, 

Dennis Morgan inked a new pact | 
at Warners. 

Kent Taylor’s actor option ~~ 
taken up for another year by RK 

Columbia handed a stock Sakiaet 
to Patti McCarthy. 





Twentieth-Fox signed Jean Gabin, | 
| French actor. 


Robert Conway rated an option lift 


title of the French entry from its | on his player contract with 20th-Fox. 


original, ‘Mademoiselle Ma Mere,’ to 
‘Virgin Bride.’ Tremendously blown- 
up stills of the star, Danielle Dar- | 
rieux, in a brief bathing suit, 
plastered over the front of the house, 
have also done their part. 


Second film on the Central panel | 
is ‘School for Husbands,’ — 
made starring Rex Harrison. pre- | 

viously played the Little ligceeee { 
while ‘Ma Mere’ was at the 55th; 
Sireet Playhouse. Both films are 
several years old. 

Miami yesterday (Tuesday) wound 
up the biggest six weeks in its his- 
tory. Film was a Russian govern- 
ment newsreel-documentary, “The 
Mannerheim Line,’ dealing with the 
Russo-Finnish war. First two weeks 
of the run, the 500-seat house was 


| 


doing around $6,000. This fell off to | 
which was | 


about $2,500 last week, 
still about twice normal biz. Curi- 
ously, the house lowered its regular 
top admish for the engagement from 
50c to 44c as the show ran only 90 
minutes, 
‘Ecstasy’ on Sixth Avenue 

Sam Cummins’ revised version of 
‘Ecstasy,’ now at the Ambassador, 
N. Y., will move over 
next Tuesday (4), with D. W. Grif- 
fiith’s ‘Birth of a Nation’ coming into 
the Ambassador. Cummins, took the 
latter house on lease about six weeks 
ago, hoping to get a lengthy run out 
of the old Hedy Lamarr starrer. Fol- 
lowing ‘Ecstasy,’ Miami will play an- 
other Russian (Artkino) film, Maxim 
Gorky’s ‘University of Life.’ 
week it’s running a return engage- 
ment on a Greek-made, “The Girl 
Refugee.’ 

The 25th anniversary of ‘Birth of | 
a Nation’ is being tied to the market- 
ing of the film throughout the coun- 
try by Astor Pictures, headed by Bob 
Savini, which specializes in revivals. 

In line with the deal made with 
Cummins by Savini, plans are being 


laid to scale the house the night of | 


Feb. 3 at $1 a head and devote the 
proceeds to British War Relief. 

Since first produced 25 years ago 
by D. W. Griffith, ‘Birth’ has fre- 
quently been revived by: various in- 
dependent distributors who have ob- 
tained the rights at various times, 
but of late years the dates played 
have been very scattered. 





Frank MacDonald Strolis 


sitio: Jan. 28. 
MacDonald, director of 
‘Arkansas Judge,’ featuring the 
Weaver Brothers and Elviry, has 
severed his connections with the 
Republic studio. 

Pilot had been on the lot for lf 
months. 


Frank 


Hunts Hillbilly Beaut 
Hillbilly beauty is being sought by 
Monogram to appear opposite Tex 
Ritter in a forthcoming western. 
Contest to choose the gal, who must 
be from Arkansas, is being held in 
that state from Feb. 15 to April 1, 
with Gov. Homer Adkins as chair- 
man of the judging committee. 
Tourney will be held in theatres, 
judges in each town 
mayor, 
theatre operator. 
p.a. tour with the film. 





Naaucy Kelly, Photog 
Hollywood, Jan. 28. 


Warners handed Juanita Stark a | 


| minor player contract. 


Sheppard Strudwick inked an act- 
ing pact at 20th-Fox. 
Paramount lifted 


| option for one year. 


Beatrice Roberts drew an acting | 
ticket at Universal. 


PHILLY COLD 
TO JUKEPIX 











to the Miami 


This | 


Nancy Kelly gets the femme lead | 


in ‘Nazi Ace in the U.S.A..,’ a tale of 


a girl] photographer hunting a pilot} 


who escaped from a Canadian prison 


camp. 

Ralph Dietrich, co-associate pro- 
ducer with Walter Morosco at 20ih- 
Fox, is doubling as a writer on the 


play. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 28. 
While distributors in other parts of 
the U. S. are getting set to handle} 
lot machine films, 


area. Not one of the regular juke- 
box or amusement machine distribu- 
tors has evinced any interest in the 
jukepix contraptions. There hasn't 
even been any ‘trade-showing’ of the 
boxes here, while distribs in smaller | 
towns have already had a gander. 


they can see no profit in the me- 
chanical pix-machines and they’re 
definitely ‘not interested.’ Chief ob- 
| jection is the high cost of the ma- 
| chines; expensive upkeep, and the 
hostility of regular film exhibitors. 
|In addition, it was reported that the 
| Motion Picture Projectionists Union 
is getting set to step in and demand 
that a union projectionist be hired to 
service the gadgets. 

Another deterrent is the report 
that the City Council is set to slap a 


stiff tax on the machines—when and 


| if they appear here. 


PAR, U PLAN PIX” 
ON JUKEBOX BIZ 


Jukeboxes, 
relegated to 
rooms, 
way to 





after years of being 
barrooms and 
appear to be well on their 
immortalization 


pressed desire on the same day last 
week to make films about the nickel- 
| in-the-slotters. 

U has laid claims to three titles as 
possibilities for its film and Par has 
two in mind. U’s are ‘Juke Box 
Parade of 1941,’ ‘Juke Box Hits of 
1941’ and ‘Fifty Million Nickels 
Can’t Be Wrong.’ Par likes ‘Juke 
Box Johnny’ and ‘Juke Box War.’ 

Martha Tilton’s Jukers 

Martha Tilton, former warbler 
with Benny Goodman, now on a 
radio show, has been inked for two 
subjects for Miils-Roosevelt jukebox 


films. Gale Storm, winner of Jesse 
Lasky ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ con- 
test, will also appear in a couple of 


the dime-in-the-slot briefies 

Shorts will go 
the Coast 
Arts 


into production on 
next Tuesday (4) at Fine 
studios. Sam Coslow is pro- 
ducing. 





| Tryon ‘Double Dating’ 


including the | 
local newspaper editor and | 
Winner will do a 


Bellyweed. Jan. 28. 
Director chore on  Universal’s 
|‘Double Date’ goes to Glenn Tryon, 
| recently acting as an associate pro- 
ducer and dialog director. 
Picture rolls Feb. 3 under Joseph 
G. Sanford’s production guidance. 


He'll Finish It Up 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 





Universal borrowed Robert Mont- | 


gomery from Metro to play opposite 
Irene Dunne in ‘Unfinished Business.’ 

Gregory LaCava produces and di- 
rects, starting next week. 


'of February, 


Rod Cameron's | 





there’s nary a/ 
nibble for the gadgets in the Philly | 


Leaders in the jukebox trade = 


back- | 


Studio Building Slowed 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 





athe studio, where work on a spe- 
cial stage and process screen has | 
been slowed down through lack of 
steel and wood, 

Demand for war material has de- 
ferred completion until the middle 
40 days behind the 
wore building schedule. 


MPTO MULLING 
NATL CONFAB 


Ed L. Kuykendall, president of the 
_Motion Picture Theatre Owners of | 
| America, is expected in New York in | 
| about 10 days, at which time it is 
| understood discussions will probably | 
| be held concerning a national con- | 
vention this year. 


While it is held to be of unusual 
, importance to convene the MPTOA 
| members because of the consent de- 
|cree and other matters of importance 
|to exhibitors everywhere, tendency 
has been to steer away from the big 





has been no convention since 1938, 
| when it was held in Oklahoma City. 


powwows because of the cost. There | 
| 
| 
| 


The prior year 
Miami, which has been suggested as 
the site for a 1941 convention. If held 
| here or elsewhere it would probably 
be 


! and arbitration. Taxation and legis- 


lation are other important items at- |, 


tracting attention in the MPTOA. 


Kuykendall is at present in Co- 
lumbus, Miss. 


COAST INDIE EXHIBS TO 
POLICE CONSENT DECREE 





Jan. 28. 
new gov- 
when it is 


Los Angeles 

Attempt to ‘police’ the 
ernment consent decree, 
put into effect this year, will be 
made by the Pacific Coast Confer- 
ence of Independent Theatre Owners. 


Indie exhibs have been urged to 
clear any and all grievances they 
may have against distributors or 


other theatres through the PCC, with 
| Albert J. Law, former assistant to 


the U. S. attorney general, function- 
ing as general counsel for the ex- 


hibitor organization. 

At the fourth of a series 
coast meetings with unaffiliated ex- 
hibitors, effort was made by law to 
educate the theatre men in the mat- 
ter of arbitration. 


of Pacific 


ffers 7 pr 
For Arbitration Hearings 


in celluloid. | 
. | 
Paramount and Universal both ex- 


Phi ladelphia. Jan. 28. 
Lewen  Pizor, president of the 
United Motion Picture Theatre 
Operators of Eastern Pennsylvania, 


Southern New Jersey and Delaware, 
announced yesterday (Monday) 
that the organization would provide 
free legal counsel for its members 
arbitration boards set up 
the consent decree. 

counsel will be George P 
UMPTO attorney and secre- 


before the 
under 

The 
Aarons, 


ned to 


board Oj 


is been na 


1 Elliott h 
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] 2») ar 
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‘Broadcast’ Starts 


Hollywood, Jan. 28 
Twentieth-Fox shoved off 
(Mon.) with 
budget musicals, ‘The Great 
can Broadcast,’ tossing 
| Jack Oakie, John Payne and Cesar 
, Romero into the top spots. Kenneth 
Macgowen is producing and Archie 
Mayo directing. 

Music was cleffed by Sam Gordon 
and Harry Warren. 


Out of Bull Rings 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
Sand’ troupe, headed 
;by Tyrone Power and Linda Dar- 
| nell,’ returned to the 20th-Fox studio | 
| yesterday (Mon.) for indoor shooting 
| after three weeks of location work in 
| Mexico City. 

Rouben Mamoulian, director, 
brought back 20,000 feet of Teachni- 


yester- 
day one of its high- 
Ameri- 
Alice Faye, 





‘Blood and 


color film, some of which will be 
used as bac ese for future 20th- | 
Fo Xx p! ‘odu 1OnS, 


People and Places | 


By THE SKIRT 


O 





| gathers speed in the second act. 


| for another dress. 


it was held in| 


late this spring before selling | 
| begins under the blocks-of-five plin | 


; tons down the front and a little tricky collar of black velvet edged with 
| white. 


The Best Dressed Woman of the Week: 
GERTRUDE LAWRENCE 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin 





Miss Lawrence's Wardrobe 
Before a fashionable first night audience ‘Lady in Dark’ after a week's 


postponement finally reached the Alvin theatre, New York, last Thursday 
(23). Gertrude Lawrence is starred and shows once again she is ove of the 


great persons of the theatre. It’s really two plays in one, on a 


serious 
drama and one a hokey musical comedy, 


has a rather long first act and 
Revolving stages are important to the 
wonders. Miss Lawrence wears several tailored suits and then changes to 
a brilliant blue net covered with sequins. The coatlike gown shows under. 
neath,a feathered gown. There is a mauve chiffon with trimming of 
velvet ribbons of American beauty color. A quick-change wedding outfit 
of white is nun-like in design. Diamond embroidery edges the skirt, 
The finale has the star in a very light beige dress simply made and 
trimmed with brown ribbons. In a night club sequence the tall chorus 
girls are conspicuous in blonde pompadour wigs and wearing green 
dresses all accordian pleated. There is a gold ballet with the girls jn 
full skirts and showing long satin pants with one leg green while the 
other is rose. 

Nice to have Margaret Dale back with us again. Her clothes 
the office type. Plot has Natalie Schafer flashily dressed 
An orchid colored dress has a yellow cape and turban, 


are of 
at all times, 
Fireman's red 
A black sequin gown is still another over-chic effect, 

Noted in the audience opening night were Ted Husing, Betty Lawford, 
Luise Rainer, Regina Crewe, Marcy Wescott, Benny Fields, Blossom 
Seely, Hildegarde, Bill and Jerry Morris, Bugs and Louise Baer, Princess ) 
Paley, Leonard and Sylvia Lyons, James Walker, Grace George, Con- 
stance Collier, Katherine Vincent, Mr. and Mrs. Billy Rose, Irving Berlin, 
Virginia Smith, Mme. Sonia, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Hammerstein and 
Marcia Landry, 


Paulette Goddard’s Many Changes 

‘Second Chorus,’ the new Fred Astaire picture now showing at the 
Paramount theatre, is not one of the best for this popular star. The story 
is insubstantial and the music is on the noisy side. To be sure, Astaire 
does three dances in his own inimitable manner, especially when he leads 
a hand to taps. 

Paulette Goddard in the love interest doesn't come up to scratch. Helen 
taylor designed the clothes and Miss Goddard wears many. At a college 
dance she is in black velvet made with white lace forming a sort of 
bolero, Office dresses are of checked cloth made very plain with but- 


A black dress has one white sleeve and one black, a white evening 
gown has a crystal belt and another light cloth evening gown is worn 
under a short sable jacket, Gold ornaments are worn in the hair, A 


black suit is worn with a white cap and an office dress consisted of a 
black skirt and white blouse. A black velvet bodice has a skirt of 
white ruffles edged in black. 

The band this week is headed by Harry James, with Frank Parker as 


soloist, Ginger Harmon and Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall. 


Fashion Jottings at the Roxy 
Dark and Handsome’ hardly suggests a 
it is. Now showing at the Roxy Theatre. Cesar Romero is the star witl 
Milton Berle as his stooge. Romero is all the title says. Hollywood has : 
also clothed Milton Berle in goodlooking clothes. Virginia Gilmore is the } 
leading woman and a pretty mite she is. The clothes worn by this miss 
are all goodlooking, including a cloth dress buttoned up the front and a 
tiny Peter Pan collar at the throat. An ermine wrap is worn over a 
white evening gown trimmed in silver embroidery. For a number in a 
night club she displays a short black dress with silver bands running up 
and down. She @arries a white fox muff. There is a cloth dress with a fur 
trimmed jacket. A long white gown carries a long feathered boa. Black 
chiffon is artistically trimmed in jet. 

Charlotte Greenwood looks well in several costumes 
a dark dress with a glittering sequin top, and a white 
in silver and worn with a dark skirt. A tailored suit 
and topped off with a wide brimmed hat. 
sequence in a white fox 


‘ « . } 
Tall, gangster picture but so 





among which are § 
jacket embroidered 
is velvet trimmed 
Marion Martin appears for one 
jacket worn over a white gown. 


Major Bowes Radio Stars occupy the stage for a full hour of enter- 
tainment. The Gae Foster Girls appear for two numbers. They are first 
in long blue gowns with a trim of fuschia edge. The long panels at the 
back are attached to the hands and gracefully float out from the figures. 
Then they are Scotch Lassies in red plaid with white jackets, caps and 
boots. Sam Brown belts are also worn. Hellen Diller, a hillbilly girl, is in 


Western costume of white with a _ ten gallon hat. 
primadonnas in pink chiffon with glittering girdle. 
nas a girl in a very short white costume. 


Christina Carroll 
The Skate-O-Manicas 


Pan American Colors for Spring 

Kislav, Elizabeth Arden, Delman, Strook, G. Howard Hodge, 
Palter De Liso and Mallinsan gave an unusual luncheon at Pierres. Group 
bills itself ‘Color Affiliates... Advance hint of 
women will wear this spring. The color combinations fascinating. 
included Brazilian Beige, Chili Sauce, Lima Lemon, ‘Binadad Tan, Bogota 
Blue. Some 600 people attended the luncheon, mostly of out-of-out buyers. 
Hats, bags, shoes and gloves were the stars, clothes taking 


Koret, 


what the well dressed 


were 


second rank 


Their Favorite Recipes 





(Gene Raymond Special Steak) 

Broil a large thick steak—at least 144 or 2 inches thick, medium rar 
Have very hot platter ready and puncture steak with heavy fork, to permit ? 
juices to run freely ‘Slather’ steak with butter in genero 
salt and peppe In a small sauce pan, put two tablespoons each of chile 
auce, catsup, worcestershire and A-1 Sauce. Blend and heat thoroughly. 
Add teaspoon of dry mustard, or rub steak thoroughly with dry 
after buttering. Pour over steak and allow it to blend with butter ane 
meat juice in platter. (This quantity of sauce may be reduced for smaller 
teak.) 

* * 7 

Booklet of favorite recipes of various theatrical names is to be published 
for the benefit of orphans of British actors. Auriol Lee, London and 
Broadway director, is compiling the recipes, which will be coufined 10 
dishes the stars cook themselves. Each recipe will have a facsimile of the | 
autograph of the actor who submits it. 

| Among the names who have already sent in rec ipes or promised to do 8? 
are Helen Hayes, Katharine Cornell, Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, Maurice 
Evans, Jane Cowl and a number from Hollywood. Proceeds will be used 10 | 

| care for 50 orphans who were brought to the U. S. some time ago through | 
the efforts of Noel Coward. 
. 
Potter's High Flyer | The Field for ‘Googer’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 28. 

‘Wings of Democracy’ is the next | ee 
production by the Morris-Stillman | Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
outfit under a deal with Henry C.| ‘Googer Plays the Field’ is the nex’ 
Potter, who wrote the screen play | film to be produced by the et, | 
and is slated as director. |Ross-Norman Krasna_ indie outfit, f 

Potter owes one picture to Morris following completion of “The aaa 


to take the place of ‘The 
Vagabond,’ which has 
because of c 


American | and Miss Jones.’ 
been shelved | Screenplay, written by K! 
asting. delays. jcurrently in preparation. 


is 


asna, * 
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Subsequents Face Serious Delays 


In Getting Pix Under Blocks-of-5 


Sales System: 





sequent-run exhibitors under the 
consent decree is now expected to be 
delavs on making product available 
to these exhibs, in the opinion of 
trade experts. Sequence of runs is 
likely not to be disturbed materially 
from esent clearance setup, but 
the sale of pictures in units of five, 


the p 


Opposing Consent 





+ 
| ’ 
| 
| Can’t Take It 
{ Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
Defense program is cutting into 
| production on Republic’s back 
| Jot, near the Lockheed Aircraft 
{| plant, which is working on a 24- 
' , , 

hour schedule and trying out 


it is feared, will hold back distrib- | 
utors from selling to subsequent ac- 
counts 

Any stalemate in setting deals for 


first-run theatres or circuits is view- 
ed as certain to be reflecfed on down 
the line. It mow requires about 
seven days to cover the routine on a 
first-run deal if it goes through on 
schedule without balks on the coin 
asked. How long it will take under 
the consent decree is problematical, 
but all signs indicate ‘considerably 
longer time will be needed.~ Worst 
feature as sized up by trade veterans 
is that any stalline up ahead, re- 
sulting in slow releasing of prints 
to subseaquents, will be repeated eight 
to 10 times annually under the cur- 
rent decree, or every time the dis- 
trib secks to set new parts for five 
features 


on Avallability 
of prod- 


Delay 
This de'ayv on availability 
) 


uct promises to prevail in every 
comn vhere there are se- 
quence runs from the big first- 
run ¢ to the second run, and 
ther the subsequents. Afier the 
first-run exhibitor sees a group of 
five, pacts must be signatured and 
these annroved by the legal depart- 
ments of the distributors. Present 


’ 


estimates are that this is certain to 


require more time than under ex- 
isting sales methods And if the 
exhib wants to pay less than the 


further 
contract. 


distrib is asking, this will 
’ 


stall the ce'ling of a 


In larger cities, this means that 
the second-runs will have to wait 
until first-run pacts are finalized. 
And that the subsecnents must de- 


lav until the other two have been 


set Smert traders admitted!y will 
be able to put the distributor over 


the brrre! on every five-nvicture unit 


nrobably exact } rains 

In the meantime the s*eond-run 

a ) 1 ryt vill e ] un iu 
oot ’ an and ales ) ? 

Fxtended Playdate Problem 

Fact t extended playdate vil 

be soneht by distributors also is ex 

pecied to ymplicate the tiin , 


deluxe operation set 





ting a den! for five pictures ca 
Only plav ore production at a time 
The lonser he plays one, the lonver 
it will take for the subsequent-rt 
house to get that film and all others 


in t we Proun 
In spots where nearby smalle: 
cities and communities are 





yaad er city of 100.000 to 
000 nulotion there are instance 
Whey » Pam e cle r: , . } k 

) » 20 towns De 
{ . ‘ 

: , ' 

the | rould iffe + ¢ 

] f ese ¢o mutt ( ] tne 
pa €X Ss n ui con tie 
a ) 11 wait fi the € 
c ) a picture he 
\ t to rean the benefits of advance 
a ertisine i the kev snot 

ve? t ‘ 
tin: s this threat of delays in get- 
ing deals and product which _ has 
aroused independent exhibitor op- 
Position to the consent decree’s op- 
@ration 
Denham’s N 
enham's Next 
Hollywood, Jan. 28. 


Regi nald 


: Denham a currently 
VOrK ng 


on the screen adaptation of 

Edward Percy's stage 
‘Ladies in Retirement.’ for 
Lester Cow an for Columbia release 
His next assignment will be to 
adapt the nov el ‘Brighton Rock,’ also 
for Cowan. Louis. H: avward and 
Ida Lupino are slated for the picture 

Den} 


L\ywood 


his and 


hrj lle y 


‘am intends to remain in Hol- 
about six weeks before re- 
turning to New York 


} 





Statistics on 
lisclosed 


plants every day. 
the ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
takes ruined by the roar of 
tors. Studio has advised its 
scripters to write more interior 
scenes and shift the outdoor se- 
quences to locations far from San 
Fernando Valley. 

Universal and Warners are also 
feeling the effects of the airplane 
noises, but most of their scenes 
on the lot are being shot indoors. 


set 


mo- 








DECREE MAY UP 


NEWSR 
RENT 


iicipate coming 
comparatively 
the con- 
decree’s Newsree] 
executives who have carried on with 
crimped budgets, or have had their 
load carried largely by the 
corporation as company goodwill, see 
possibilities of getting the long 
sought higher rentals and delivering 
better newsreels if the letter oi 
Clause 4-B is carried out. 

This clause specifically states that 
the exhibitor will not be required to 


The newsreels al! 
into their own On a 
scale as a result of 
operation 


lai Re 
sent 


license a newsreel just because 
licensing a company’s features. To 
newsreelers this means that their 
issues will have to stand on merit 
alone, and will not be forced with 
the features Stimulation resulting 
from open cowipetiticn, the news- 
reel men aver, will lead to fresh 


spending and betterment of the 


Britain’s Blockade 
Booms U.S. Product 
In India, Far East 


Hol vood, J 28 
Wa k e ca ’ 
) e sa AY ca 
; . yicture eq ) i theotre 
4 . 
“1 ‘ I , e 
Fa ) Brit 
Fre ’ re 
M a ( 
I tr? ‘ 
T 
] 
y Q 
( 4 f 
140 ERPI 
ely ¢ B E f 
A iP 5 ) i | r 
abilitv of the Ame n cor to 
maintain large stocks of equipment 
and in its offices across the 





theatres, Goldrick 
being constructed in 


old houses are being 


4 ] t 
modernized throug nstallation of 
sound and electrical equipment and 
other accessories. Large troop cor 


centrations are booming the film 
business he asserted, in Bombay ar 
other coastal cities of India, althoug! 
vartime bla kouts have curtaile 
the native trade 

Films in China, Goldrick d ire 
are operating normally. with loca 
product mixed with Hollywood p 
tures. Problem there is to teach t! 
Chinese to adopt the ne ! na 
Innguage and wean them away fron 
their local dialects 

| 


parent 


WON'T oUPPO 
MINNESOTA 











But Convention Commits Or- 


ganization to Back State 
Legislation That Will Nul- 


lify Consent Decree 


VOTES B.O. TONIC 


Minneapolis, Ja 28 
Northwest Allied S ! rd 
|} against theatre divorcement in Min- 
inesota. At its convention here la 
week (21-22) the organization, re- 
versing its previous position in the 


matter, turned down a resolution 
which would have put it behind a 
theatre divorcement bill already in- 
troduced in the Minnesota state leg- 
islature. 

At the 
ents, recognizing 
patronage is‘their 


same time, the 
that 


independ- 
insufficient 


potent remedies conceivable in a 
desperate effort to cure box-office 
ills. The body voted at its conven- 
tion to enlist all branches 
dustry in a vast campaign to put 
competing entertainment to rout and 
‘bring the public back to the movie 
theatres.’ 

A plan to 
tendance, call ex- 
ploitation and angled business- 
ideas, has been worked out in 
the direction of FE. R. 


stimulate theatre at- 
for much 


new-1 


nove! 





ail under 


Ruben and will be revealed within 
the next fortnight, it was announced 
by Fred Strom, Northwest Allied 


executive The drive will 


secretary, 


be launched immediately thereafter, 
he said 


Backs State Law vs. Consent 

esult of actfon taken at the 
Northwest Allied 
to efforts to obtain 
nullify 


Asar 
convention here 
also is committed 
state legis] 
principal consent decree prov 
and to curb free shows and the ex- 


ition designed to 


s§10n 


hibition of 16 mm. films: to restrict 
theatre building and circuit expan- 
sion: to obtain an immediate 10° 
reduction on current film contract 
to re t demands for 50°‘ nlits, in- 
eased lult and « dren’s ad 
oO f \ pic € to n th 
eme rf right’ to maintain and 
et 1 ( i to 
hal the r oO ) } { 
) e titutior ) 
ICT ri Tt t] ) ) | 
price | to secure a Inge In the 
ternal 1 nue departme i 
, ? { Tal y ) 
G ta 
I tu t? ni oO Ca 
¢ 1h i l 
\¢ € ta ¢ ? 
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i! Cl { ’ ( 
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Praise Friedl’s ‘lairness’ 
A y tThie¢ 
7 
kL 
. The 
{ 
prop \ P € } i b¢ 
lee alse f ec ‘ 
houl Onpose rathe 
the bill 
sennie Berver, ¢ < of a larg 
naene lent « € i i 
tne me ] e’ yf i W R 
Frank, also a bi € wre 
? erted the Mir nec \iry ( 
far fron | \ Bot Be e 
a E f f N.W A 
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( ecord for } theatre 
livorcement. as we 1 ave Deen tne 
case if the prop i re 
beer " ted or reiected Dona 


NW ALLIED VS. DIVORCEMENT 





Propose Jimmy Walker to Sit On 


principal ailment, | 
have determined to utilize the most » 


of the in- |} 


|! of last 


L Appeals Bid of 3 Under Consent: 


Brandt Plugs Him in Open Letter 


Former 


has been 
peals 


Mayor James J. Walker 
recommended for the ap- 
board which will be the court 
resort under film industry 
arbitration and it’s expected that in- 
terested parties may further a cam- 
paign in that direction. It’s sup- 
posed that Walker would be willing 


to sit on the arbitration board. Re- 


cently he was appointed impartial 
chairman for the women’s coat and 
dress industry. 


The appeals board, to which cases 


may be brought for review and final 
decision after hearings in 31 local 
tribunals, is headed by Van Vechten 


20TH GETS OUT 
ANALYSIS OF 
CONSENT 


An analysis of 
special! 


the consent decree 


prepared by Twentiet! 


Fox, hasbeen approved by S. R 
Kent and attorneys following wee! 
of preparation. It has been distrib- 


uted to home office personnel and 


members of the sales force in the 
field 
It seeks to put the consent decree 


into the language of the layman 
with explanation of the  variou 
clauses and other angles included. 


Each receiving a copy of the 
brochure, all of which are numbered, 


person 


must sign for it. Also, any copy is 
subject to recall, according to the 
strict instructions that went with it 
Twentieth advises that picturcs 
may be shifted from one group of 
five to another and that al the 
salesman may insist on an exhibitor 
taking an entire group of five fea- 
tures Pointed out, howeve! that 
feature mav be sold in educed 
yloe} Pict r do not have to be 
eparately priced, wi a flat renal 
rice et fo the entire five nen 
ro Y. ¢ ; \ It ‘ ] rt 
Switch Offerines 
- n {Te one ex ) a 
4 1 e | ticular fea 
ture ar offe ie ymyetit a 
moun  ¢ {ive l } only three 
L¢ ¢ lé of the featur ornere 
to the fir exhi ire ‘ 
| € It I t Bi no re 
I ye thie ib 
of y ne offer or ne“otiat 
1 t i i I otiatio 
Lhe ( Of a ibstitut } ot 
4 € l ) ) rye 
? ‘ ! Tt t ) 
ere } é t @ fea 
( Fi (31) 
vod 
| , 
€ ( e 
( wee 


Lo Goldin English author who 
ecently came to the U. S.. will leave 
New York th week for the Const 


confer with Met 


St r este in the ori¢ 
ne ( ‘These Are the Lad 
( ( ¢ th e cuation 

i? Di n!} iy 

Gol efforts to sell the varr 
to Hollywood } f -offie'al Brit 
] government inctior He wa 
7iVe! ner l nerm! on to | e the 
C t | f fo the endeavor 
to ge e st proc ed here 

° 


Veeder, lawyer and former 
Federal judge. Appointed Noy. 20, 
Veeder gets $20,000 a year for three 
years, while the two arbitrators who 
will sit with him on film cases are to 
receive $17,500 each. Were Walker 
appointed, this would be his fee. 
The $17,500-a-year men, also to serve 
three years, are to be appointed by 
Judge Henry W. Goddard, who has 
jurisdiction over the consent de- 
cree. 

Doubt is expressed 
close to the decree whether Judge 
Goddard would appoint Walker, 
regardless of recommendations 
through film channels, partly because 


veteran 


in some circles 


of the fact that the appeals board 
members must be of judicial char- 
acter. This is interpreted in decree 


as meaning someone who has 
Walker never was 


quarters 
sat on the bench. 


a judge. Originally an attorney, he 
was a New York senator for many 
years, however. He also has han- 


dled legal work in the film industry, 
another point on which ha might 
be disqualified. 

Brandt Plugs Walker 


It is understood that in the nego- 
tiation of the consent decree, the 
Department of Justice felt that tie 


three member of the erbitration 
appeals tribunal should be former 
judge Two additional men are ex- 
pected to be named by Judge Gode- 
dard in a week or two nee arbi- 
tration actually will start Feb. 1 with 
filing of complaints to be accepted 
from that date on 

During the past week the official 
organ of the Indenendent Theatre 


Owners Assn. of New York, headed 
by Harry Brandt, in an open letter 
to Judge Goddard, had the following, 
in part, to say concerning Walker: 

‘Of course, it is no secret to you 
that the exhibitors of this country do 
not want the ent decree. They 
don’t believe that it is going to do 
them any geod and, in fact, many of 
them are certain the decree will fall 
of ts own WV eight 


Sut they rre going 


con 


to abide by its 


terms ard do everything they cin 
to cooperate with f demand 
There is, however, one mafter that 
they would like you to help them 
wit} 
It p nting the chief i tra 
tol the ) 1 like much for 
yu to , P ( the for: r 
\ or Jame I. Wall ' ould 
pe aol i é { ( e tm 1 in- 
dust f yu ould ac e to their 
request Fer t rhsolute neces- 
iry to h e meone ¢ tive i ) 
t ition board » | 1 CH ete 
knowledge f thre tricact¢ ‘ the 
motic 7 dust 
Offices Open Feb. 1 
"Tin . u 1)-, leved 1 
; iter } P ‘ af ; , 
usti ? a | ( nd 
duct i] Ie] eet | ¢ 
‘ 7 | ) f ol t 
t ory j ; 
r ‘ () ’ 
, 
‘ o 
L ‘ 
‘ i} 
{) 
é ‘ ( 
may be file A 
f the 31 pane \ from 
20 to 60 persor nm eacn excnange 
key, are bein: informally accented, 
with confirmation exnected in time 
for the first batch of hearit that 
vill have to be held Since com- 
yaints cannot be filed until Snturday 
‘]), it will be Feb. 17 before any 
hearings will be held, t! time be- 
ng required to prepare fo the 
hearings, notify the ( parties, 
etc 


The second group of 15 office man- 


ers hired by the American Arbi- 
tration Assn. were brought into New 
York, Monday (27), for 


of scr oolir P on t} e decree 


tion procedure, etc. 





the men in charge of 
offices were b ig! in for identical 
j tra ng se ns 


en * ve 


ARCS WG ewe 
































PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 29, 1941 





Flight’ Commands $23,000 as L.A.'s 


Topper; Sierra 


in High, $21,000; 





Victory,’ 13/6; Vigilantes’ OK 


+ 





Los Angeles, Jan. 28. 

Nothing sensational on view this 
week, but bulk of first runs are run- 
ning to slightly upped business. Best 
in town is ‘Flight Command’ which 
should hit a combined $23,000 at 
Loew’s State and Grauman’s Chinese. 
Warners doing neat biz with ‘High 
Sierra’ at their Downtown and Holly- 
wood, with $21,000 in sight for the 
two houses. RKO and Pan got back 


Broadway Grosses 





istimated Total Gross 
Last Week 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
| aero $424,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 











to a Friday opening, and with ‘Trail 
of Vigilantes’ (U) and 
Woman’ (U) are doing neat biz. 


‘Invisible | ¢ 
Russ Morgan's orchestra on stage PHILL $15,000 


at Paramount failed to bolster ‘Vic- 
tory’ as hoped, so best in sight fair 
$13,500. Moveover houses are not 
faring so well. 

Hitching Post theatre, formerly the 
Tele-View (News) and more recently 


operating with a_ revival policy, 
debutted (24) as first exclusively 
first-run western feature house. 


Policy is purely experimental. House 
has 385 seats and will have top tariff 
of 25c,. running two sage brush fea- 
tures for full week runs. Opening 
bill has ‘Melody Ranch’ and ‘Robin 
Hood of the Pecos,’ both Republic. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034: 
30-44-55-75) — ‘Flight Command’ 
(M-G) and ‘Shayne Detective’ (20th). 
Around $9,800, fair. Last week, 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and ‘Gallant 
Sons’ (M-G), satisfactory $9,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,000; 30-44-55) 
—‘High Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Couldn’t 
S-y No’ (WB). Big $11,000, and holds | 
over. Last week, ‘Honeymoon Three’ 
(WB) and ‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) | 
(re-issue), just fair $8,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- | 
55)—‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) (2d wk). | 
Looks like about two more weeks, | 
with current stanza setting new | 
house record by grossing more on | 
second week than first for total 





of 
$5.000. First week, off a trifle due to | 
weather, but okay at $4,500. 
Hellywocd (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘High Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Couldn’t | 
Say No’ (WB). Biz holding to about | 
what was expected and looks like biz | 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Honeymoon | 
Three’ (WB) and ‘Here Comes Navy’ | 
(WB) (re-issue), $6,500. so-so. 
Pantages (Pen) (2.812; 30-44-55)— | 





IN POTENT 
BUFF. 


Buffalo, Jan. 28. 

Downtown wickets, aided by strong 
screen lure, are doing plenty all right 
for this canto, sturdy takings for the 
most part being fairly evenly dis- 
tributed in the upper and middle 
brackets. 

‘Gone’ at the Lakes, is still nicely 
up there for a standout holdover 
stanza, while ‘Philadelphia Story’ is 
piling up a smart marker for the 
Buffalo. At the Hipp, twinners con- 
tinue to profit from what looks like | 
the overfiow of the adjacent Lakes, | 
and ‘Thing Called Love’ is con- 





ltinuing this frame with a healthy 


holdover draught at the Lafayette. 

Only the 20th Century appears off, 

and that by not too much. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Wild Man 
Borneo’ (M-G). Hitting a fast clip, 
and should sew up very nice $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Victory’ (Par) and 
‘Christmas July’ (Par),, sagged into 
bad dip for dull $8,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still zoom- 
ing. Second frame should see brilliant 
$18,000. Last week, grabbed 
laurels with sweet $23,000. 


| $9,000. 


‘SANTA FE’ 96, PORT; 
‘NANETTE’-VAUDE $7,300 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 28. 
H.O.s are still doing a good biz 





with ‘This Thing Called Love’ in its | 


second week at the Paramount, and 
‘Thief of Bagdad’ going into the 
Mayfair for a third stanza. 

‘Santa Fe Trail’ looks like a nice 
bet for the Broadway, with ‘No, No, 
Nanette’ going over well at the Or- 
pheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and ‘Couldn't 
Say No’ (WB). Looks like great 
Last week ‘Bagdad’ (UA) 
and ‘Captain Caution’ (UA) closed a 
second week to good $5,500, and 
moved to the Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—‘Bagdad’ (UA) and 
‘Captain Caution’ (UA). Moved over 
from Broadway for third week, and 


|doing an okay $3,000. Last week, 


‘Flight Command’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
and ‘Grapes Wrath’ (20th) (2d run), 
fair $2,400. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—’Nanette’ (RKO) 
and ‘Street Memories’ (20th) with 
vaude. Looks like strong $7,300. 
Last week ‘Second Chorus’ (Par) 
with Major Bowes vaude unit, unex- 
pectedly high $5,600. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50 )—Thing Called Love’ 
(Col) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col). Sec- 
ond week still going strong at $7,000, 
First week, fine $9,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘In- 
visible Woman’ (U). Holding only 
four days after disappointing $2,400. 
Last week ‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Night 
Tropics’ (U), good enough $3,500. 


H.0.5 HOLD DET; 
‘CHAD TALL’ 
$16,000 


Detroit. Jan. 28. 











Only two new bills hit Detroit 


all | this week, with the other three | 


downtown houses carrying-on. Biz 


‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Invisible Hi (Shea) (2.100; 30-45)—‘Here | . : : 
Weman’ (U). Should hit good $9,500. | Guanes Navy’ (WB) (re-issue) and is due to quiet down come this turn 
Last week (nine day holdeever),|‘Rivers End’ (WB). Over $7,000. | after weeks of consistently brisk 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Ellery | dandy. Last week, ‘Flight Command’|trade which reached something of 
roti 4 (Col) (st stanza), very good | aaa a Rye re |a new peak last week when Kay 

"1.500. (M-G) (2d run), stout $ | gre ’ k agers 

Parameunt (Par) (3.595: 30-44-55- Lafayette (Heyman) (3,300: 30-40) | Kyser blasted the record here with 
75)—'Victory’ (Par) end stace show. | —Thing Called Love’ (Col) (2d wk) | $53,000. 


Fir $13.500. ‘Victory’ holds with ‘So | 
You’re the One’ edded. Last week, 
‘Tove Neighbrcr’ (Par) (3d wk) and 
‘Texas Rangers’ (Par) (1st wk), neat 
$** 000. 

"FO (RKO) 
*‘Vioejlentes’ (U) 
Woman’ (U). 
L2st week. ‘Nitty Foyle’ 
wk) with ‘Ellery Queen’ 
for fine! stonza 
geod $12 500. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2.404: 30-44- 
55-75) —‘Flirht Command’ (M-G) 
end ‘Shavne Detective’ (20th). Neat 
seen), ~6Lest week. ‘H::dson’s Bay’ 
(20th) ard ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) 
o*->wv £13.000. 

United Artists 


(2.272: 30-44-55)— 

end ‘Invisible 
Should hit good $9,300. | 
(RKO) (2d 
(Col) added 
of nine days, very 


(UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
7-44-65 )—‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and 
‘Collant Sons’ (M-G). Biz wey off 
over nreceding few weeks an” best 
in sisht $2900. Last week, ‘Phila- 
eo'mhia’ (M-G) (24d wk) end ‘Chad 
Fornr’ (20th) (ist wk). trim $6800. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-44-55) 
Cane? 
+ RON, 
ne) 
20*h ) 


()*-G), 
Tinst week 
(94 wk) and 


(Ist w'-), exccVent 


Will Viyel-w to hit 
‘Ph‘}ncelnhia’ 
‘Chea Woenna’ 


$9,300. 


be 
¢ 
( 
{ 


“‘COPM?ADE’ 20G, B’KLYN 


‘Hudson’ Nice °18.-¢*’—Dime’ Okay 
£15,000 


Brocklyn, Jan. 28 
‘Comrade X’* and ‘Hullaballoo’ at 
the Loew’s Metronrolitren are retting 
the -od from the lJocel nonulace this 


week, RKO Albee with ‘Hudsen’s ‘South Suez’ (WB) and ‘Couldn't Say _‘U) and Kay Kyser orchestra broke 
Fey’ end ‘Plav Girl’ rext in line. No’ (WB). Weak $3,000. Last week, latter's own record for the house, | 
Se-ond week of ‘Victory’ end ‘Pastor ‘Earl Carroll's’ (Par) and ‘World in hung up two years before, with $53,- | 
) ae bale a’ Fabien Peram: unt will also Flames’ (Par ), poor $° 200. 000. Last of run, orchestra went 


result in satisfactory. atte-donre, 
E-timotps for This Weebl 


Albeo (RIEO)Y (3.974: 95-25-50)— 
Frdcon’s Rev’ (20th) ond ‘Plev Girl’ 
(RKO). Nifty $18.500. Lact week, | 
‘Thvisible Woman’ (U) ond ‘Little 


Moen’ (RKO). floppo %11.000. 


Fox (Fabian) (4089: 25-35-50)— 
‘Pancine Dime’ (Par) and ‘Here 
Comes Navy’ (WB) (reissue). Okay 


$15.000. Last week. ‘Santa Fe’ (WB) | 
and ‘Alwavs Bride’ (WB) (2d wk). 
good $13.000. | 
Met (Loew's) (3.618: 25-35-50)— 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and ‘Hullabaloo’ 
(M-G). Strone $20.000. Last week. | 
‘Nallie Kellwv’ (M-G) 2n74 ‘Son Cristo’ 
(ITA) (9A wk). nokav $15.000. 
Porameunt (Fohion) (4.126: 95-35- 


50)—‘Victory’ (Par) and ‘Pastor Hall’ 


© 


| Called 


40 )—E- 
| Bride’ (WB). 


"| Film traffic 


ecann’c Rew’ (90’h) and ‘Gellant 


and ‘Plane Robbery’ (Col). Holds 
strong at $7.500. Last week. ‘Thing 
Leve’. (Col) and 
(Col). smashing $14,000. 
Century (Dipvson) (3,000; 30- 
ct River’ (WB) and ‘Alwavs 
Mildish. around £5,500. 
Last week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) (2d 


Submz2rine’ 
20th 


| wk), over $6.500, fair. 


‘FLIGHT’ $10,000, MONT’L 
‘Mothers’-‘Parrot’ 614G — ‘Comrade’ 
and ‘Bagdad’ H.O.s Strong 

Montreal, Jan. 28 
currently is moving 
| definitely in the direction of the Pal- 
ace, where ‘Flight Command’ is away 
out in front with a choice $10,000 in 
|sight. ‘Bagdad’ is running into fifth 
week and still making money. ‘Four 
Mothers’ dualled at Capitol liable to 
| lift house into better brackets. ‘Com- 
|rade X’ continuing second week for 
good take 
Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,709: 25-4-55)— 
‘Flisht Command’ (M-G). Pacing 
for $10,000 and liable to repeat. Last 
|} week, ‘Santa Fe’ (WB) repeat, fair 
$5.000. 

Capitol (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and ‘Plack 
Parrot’ (WB) likely $6,500 Last 
week, ‘Submarine Zone’ (Col) and 


‘Glamour Sale’ (Col), fair $5,000 

| Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 30-40-60)- 

|‘Comrace X’ (M-G) (2d wk). Sicht- 

ing good $6,000 after nice $11,000 last 

week. 
Princess (CT) 


(2,300: 25-34-50)— 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50 )— 
‘Bagdad’ (UA) (5th wk). Good 
enough $3,200 after fair $3,500 last 
week, 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘L’Emigrante’ (2d wk). 
Good $1,500 in sight. Ditto last week. 

St. Denis (France Film) (2.300; 25- 
34)—‘Lingot et Cie’ and ‘Quartier 
satin.’ Average $4.200 ahead. Last 
week, ‘Cafe de Paris’ and ‘Trois 
Artilleurs a l’Opera,’ fair $4,000. 


(UA) (2d wk). Satisfactory $14,000. 


Last week. nice $19.000. 


Strand (WB) (2.870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Larceny Street’ (Ind) and ‘Melody 
Ranch’ (Rep). Uneventful $4.500. 
Last week, ‘Devil’s Bar’ (PRC) and 


‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB), good $5,000 


‘Phantom | 


Both Féx and Michigan are offer- 


ing the new duos and should about 
level off, the former with ‘Chad 
Hanna’ and ‘Tall, Dark and Hand- 
some’ and the latter pairing ‘Come 
Live With Me’ and “‘Tugboat Annie 
Sails Again.’ Crix here fumbled 
around with the Fox bill not know- 
ing where to put the emphasis, most 
of them considering ‘Tall’ a sleeper. 

United Artists is running strong 
in its third week of ‘Philadeiphia 
Story’ and ‘Maisie Was a Lady,’ and 
is scheduled to go four, long for the 
|} house. Adams also is giving ‘Ari- 
| zona’ a second week (which is three 
in all in the first-runs, since it was 
moved in after a week at the Fox). 
Palms-State has taken over ‘Flight 
Command’ and ‘Keeping Company’ 
|for a second week from the Michi- 
gan. 

This steady extension of runs in 
the dcwntown houses is taken by 
the management as a further evi- 
| dence tha. the additional money in 
|}Detroit through the armaments 
boom is coming to the first-runs 
rather than the nabes. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Where Get 
Girl’ (U). This house is following 
its new policy of putting a new pic- 
ture in each week with its 
over, and looks for nice $6,000. 
weck, ‘Arizona,’ moved afier week 
at Fox, was coupled with ‘Ellery 
Qveen’ (Col) for choice $8,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 
o0)—Chad Hanna’ (20th) and ‘Tall, 
Dark’ (20th). May come up with a 
good $16,000. Last week, ‘Vigilantes’ 


Last 


back in for five-a-day same as week- 
end schedule. 
Michigan (United Detroit) 
30-40-55 )-—‘Come_ Live’ 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB). 
so-so $14,500. Last week, ‘Flight 
Command’ (M-G) and ‘Keeping 
Company’ (M-G) fair $15,000. 


(4,000; 
(M-G) and 
Looks for 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 30-40-55)—Flight Command’ 
(M-G) and ‘Keeping Company’ 
(M-G). Bill moved from Michigan 
looks for okay $9,000. Last week, 
‘Sante Fe’ (WB) and ‘East River’ 
(WB), former also a Michigan 


move-over, brighi $10.500. 

United Artists ‘(United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-55) — ‘Philadelphia’ 
(M-G) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G) (3d wk.). 
Locking for a nifty $10,000 behind 
last week’s big $14,000, 


hold- | 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Sree ee $1,758,600 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 thea- 

tres, cntefly first runs, tnctuding 

ms ea 

Total Gross Same Week 
| Perereeeres $2,442,500 

(Based on 26 cities, 178 theatres) 


MAISIE’ - VAUDE 
671,000 IN 
D.C. 


Washington, Jan. 28. 
Only one new pic bowed in this 
week, everything else being either 
holdover or second run. Result is 




















here is terrific. 





putting ‘Maisie Was a Lady’ away out | 
in front with best take Ann Sothern’s | 
series has collected so far. Some of | 
the ¢redit also must go to Will Brad- | 
ley’s orchestra, riding in with heavy 
plugging in advance. 

Major holdover is ‘North West, 
Mounted,’ remaining second stanza at 
Earle with same stage show. Week’ 
ig getting by under repeat standards, | 
but not up to expectations—the bot- 
tom dropped out of it along with 
everything else when Inaugural mob 


skipped town. Pleasant surprise is 
‘Kitty Foyle,’ third week of which 
nearly equaled second, and now sail- 





Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Only new bill, and getting solid $21.- 
000. Last week, ‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th), 
strong $21,500. 
| Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
| ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
| downtown after two big weeks at 
| Palace, and will hit good $5,000. Last 
week ‘Flight Command’ (M-G) (2d 
|run), big $6,500. 
| Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘North West Mounted’. (Par) (2d wk) 
and vaude. Entire bill held over for 
| passable $9,000. Last week, big $21,- 
000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 39-55)— 
| ‘Kitty Foyle’.(RKO) (4th wk). Hold- 





|ing for nice $9,000. Last week, big 
$10.500. 
Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Love 


Neighbor’ (Par) (2d run). Back on 
mainstem after okay week at Eerle. 
Will hit average $4,500. Last week, 
‘Escape Glory’ (Col), average $5,000. 
Palace (Ioew) (2,242: 39-55)- 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Pop-priced 
run holding up for nice $16,500. Last 
week, same pie bowed to big $22,000. 


‘HUDSON’ GREAT $8,300, 
SEATTLE; REST ALLRIGHT 


Seattle, Jan. 28. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ is holding at 
the Fifth Avenue, while ‘Second 
Chorus’ moved from Orpheum to the 
B.M., and ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ is 
| hitting a third week at the Music 
| Box. 
| ‘Hudson’s Bay,’ at Paramount, is 
the big new one of the week, having | 
‘Saint in Palm Springs’ as teammate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (850; 30-40-50) — ‘Second Chorus’ | 
(Par) and ‘Night Train’ (20th). 
Moved over from Orpheum for a 
second week, and hitting good $2,300. 
Last week, ‘Zombie’ (Ind) and 
‘Phantom Chinatown’ (Mono), at re- 
duced price of 30c, including tax, 
garnered big $2,900. 


| 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 16-32)—‘Escape’ (M-G) and | 
‘Christmas July’ (Par), latter 


changed at midweek, ‘Blondie Cupid’ | 
| (Col) replacing. Headed for fair 
| $2,900. Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) | 
and ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U) (2d run), | 
slowed a bit to $3,000, okay. 
; Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- | 
green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Philadel- | 
phia’ (M-G) and ‘Shayne Detective’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Around $7.000, great. 
Last week, same films went to dandy | 
$11,300. . 


Liberty ‘J-vH) (1,650: 30-40-50)— 
| ‘Master Detective’ (Col) and ‘Girls 
|21’ (Col). Fair $4500. Last week, 


‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Five Peppers’ 
(Col) (2d wk), $3,800, okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Love Neighbor’ 
(Par) and ‘Jennie’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Moved over from Paramount thea- 
j tre, and garnering good $2,500 in six 





| 39-44)—‘Kitty 


ing merrily through fourth. \ 


i ‘Gallant Sons‘ 


| days. 


| (M-G) 


| So-so 


| week, 


| ‘Jennie’ 


|and ‘Spitfire’ (RKO 


| ‘Howards’ 
' $1,800, 


‘News’-Sally Rand $13,000, Mpls.; 
Philly’ 12!46, ‘Mothers -Vaude Mild 





Minneapolis, Jan, 28. 

With two bang-up stage shows 
pitted against each other and such 
ace films as ‘Philadelphia Story’ and 
‘Kitty Foyle’ also on deck, the 
struggle for box-office preference 
It’s a cat and dog 
battle to grab off the limited amount 
of available patronage. 


Because of the superabundant 
and high-powered opposition, all of 
the attractions will suffer plenty and 
none will chalk up the returns 
which their quality merits. Addi- 
tionally 10-below zero weather over 
the week-end, presence of Lunt & 
Fontanne, packing ‘em in at the 
Lyceum, a flu epidemic, and the 
month-end paucity of spending funds 
aggravate managerial woes. 

‘Kitty Foyle’ is the lone hold-over, 
having moved over to the Century 
after a profitable first week at the 
State. Such other screen offerings 
as ‘Queen of Destiny’ and ‘Texas 
Rangers Ride Again’ aren't cutting 
much ice. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Dancing Dime’ (Par) and ‘Pier 13’ 
(20th), dual first-runs. In for five 
days and headed toward satisfactory 
$1,200. ‘Plane Robbery’ (Col) and 
‘Nobody’s Children’ (Col), also dual 
first-runs, open Tuesday (28). Last 
week, ‘Doomed Caravan’ (Par) and 
‘Remedy — (RKO), $1,300 in 

okay. 


five days, 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
Foyle’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Housed here after seven days 
at State. Entrenched. in a= spot 
where it should lure femme shop- 
ping trade, and finish to good $4,060, 
Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th), 
okay $3,500 after first-rate $9,500 first 
week. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 
‘San Francisco’ (M-G) (re-issue), 
House having to depend almost en- 
tirelvy on oldies. Stretching toward 
fair $700. Last week, ‘Missing People’ 


15-28) 


(Mono) and ‘Chamber of Horrors’ 
(Mono) (2d wk), split with ‘Girls 
Road’ (Col) and ‘Arkansaw’ (Rep) 
(re-issues), $600, mild. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 28)— 
‘Texas Rangers’ (Par). Will be 
lucky to top light $1,800. Last week, 


(M-G), bad $1,600 in 
six days. 

Minnesota (Middle States) 
28-39)—‘Behind News’ (Rep) and 
Sally Rand unit on stage. Around 
$12,000, very big at this scale. Last 
week, ‘First Romance’ (Mono) and 
Marcus Show, ‘Night Moulin 
Rouge,” on stage, $8,000, disappoint- 
ing. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) 
44-55)—‘Four Mothers’ 
Simone Simon, Isabel 
topping stage show. Mild $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Nanette’ (RKO) and Cab 
Calloway on stage, $11,600, gocd, but 
far below what show deserved. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300: 28-39- 
44) — ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G). Helped 
bv fact that stage attraction played 
Minneapolis only short while ago. 
Critics and customers going to town 
with plugs, and film should remain 
at least two weeks here and con- 
tinue for a third at the Century. 
En route $12.500, very big. Last 
week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) $8,600, 
good, but under expectations. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39 — 


(4,000; 


(2 800; 28- 
(WB) and 
Jewell, etc., 


‘Es- 


cape’ (M-GY. First neighborhood 
showing. Satisfactory $2,500 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Zorro’ (20th), first 


|neithborhood showing. $2.000, mild. 


World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
28-39-44-55 ) ‘Queen Destiny’ 
(RKO). Yanked after five days to 
mild $900. ‘Grapes Wrath’ (20th) 
opened Sunday (26) for five days. 
Last week. ‘Bagdad’ (UA) (3d wk), 
okay $1,800 in 10 days. 


Last week, ‘Flight Command’ 
and ‘Keeping Company’ 
(M-G) (3d wk), $2,000, good 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50 }—‘Honeymoon Three’ 
(WB) and ‘Texas Rangers’ (Par). 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Second 
Chorus’ (Par) and ‘Night Train’ 
(20th), $5,800, big. 

Palcmar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50)— 
‘Madam LaZonga’ (U) and ‘Before 
I Hang’ (Col), plus vaude, headlining 
Pinky Tomlin. Good $5,000. Last 
‘Friendly Neighbors’ (Rep), 
with Major Bowes unit main reason 


| for big $6,500. 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
30-40-50) — ‘Hudson's Bay, 
and ‘Saint Palm Springs 

Great $8,300 in sight. Last 
‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) and 
(20th) (2d wk), $5,100 in 
nine days, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 16-32)— 
‘Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘East River 


Paramount 
(3,039; 
(20th) 
(RKO). 
week, 


(WB) (2d run). Good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘North West Mounted’ (Par) 


(2d run), $2,600, 
big. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and 
‘Duley’ (M-G) (2d run). Okay $1,900. 
Last week, ‘Spring Fever’ (U) ana 
(Col) (2d run), mild at 
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Philly’ Blazing $22,000 in Chi: 
‘Chorus’-Folies’ 38G, ‘Ellery’ and 
Vaude 186, ‘Carroll’-Calloway 176 








— 
Chicago, Jan. 28. 
What with conventions, good | 
weather and a lineup of satisfactory 


-actions, the theatres have noth- 
pg worry about at this time. 
Business is swell, and there is a 
healthy undertone which indicates a 
continuing strength all down the 


line. - P 

Of the newcomers the topper is un- 
questionably ‘Philadelphia Story. 
Boxoffice was swarmed from the bell. 
Holdouts are the rule, and the pic is 
in for a big money take and a long 
run at the United Artists. 

Oriental, the loop’s independent 
theatre, has come up with another 
winning session, primarily on a line- 
up of names on the stage to account 
for a fat bankroll this week. Mitzi 
Green, Larry Adler, Bob Zurke, Mil- 
ton Waton, Peggy Bernier, all Chi- 
cago favorites, are on the rostrum | 
and each has considerable following 
to add up to generous wicket work. 
Film is ‘Ellery Queen.’ 

Also good stage fodder are the Cab 
Calloway orchestra at the State-Lake 
(with ‘Night at Earl Carroll’s’) and 
the ‘Folies Bergere’ unit in the Chi- 
cago (with ‘Second Chorus’). | 





‘Kitty Foyle’ continuing a rousing | 
ace in the Palace, going into its) 
ourth week and indicating likeli- 
hood of making it six. Picture has 
been backed by terrific advertising | 
and publicity support. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Comrade X’ (M-G). Moved here 
from the United Artists after three 
weeks, and looks for okay $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) 
finished four loop sessions to $4,600. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 — 
‘Second Chorus’ (Par) and ‘Folies 
Bergere’ unit on stage. Good com- 
bination, with the picture indicating 
a strong draw that should make it a 
winner. Going for $38,000. fine. Last 
week, ‘Sonta Fe’ (WB) (2d wk) and! 
Rav Noble band turned in fat $38,500 
with a special sell-out show to the 
canners convention. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Santa Fe’ (WB). Moved here from 
the Chicaro, and headed for satisfy- 
ing $4500. Last week, ‘Kildare’s | 
Crisis’ (M-G) came up with okay 
$6.500. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Ellery Queen’ (Col) and vaude. 
Strong list of vaude names with 
Mitzi Green. Bob Zurke, Larry Ad- | 
ler, Peggy Bernier and Milton Wat- 
son accounting for much of the draw. 
Getting $18.000. splendid. Last week. 
‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) and Rosemary | 
Lane headlining on stage, came 
through with fine $16.100. 

Palare (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66)— 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Ssint Palm | 
Springs’ (RKO) (4th wk). Has been 
a sensation in this town. with var- 
ticularly fine aid from RKO offices. 
Snaggin* beautiful $11,000 following 
rousing $14.100 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 33-55-65- 
75)—Hudson’s Bay’ (20th). A bit 
disappointing. and not more than 
$8,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Chad 
Hanna’ (20th) dogged it for a single 
unhappy session at $6.200. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— 
‘Earl Carroll's’ (Par) and Cab Callo- 
way orcbestra on stage. Combination 
is solid hoxoffice bait and «alloving 
for $17,000, fine. Last week,‘Phantom 
Submarine’ (Col) nlayed secon? bill- 
ing to a hot boxoffice unit headed by 
Lou Holtz with Wendy Barrie. Arline 
Judge and Lola Lane for a smackin« 
$20.200. 

_United Artists (B&K-M-G) (7.500: 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Phil> lelphia Story’ 
(M-G). Heat personified, burning 1 
the boxoffice to a blazing $22.000. 
Lined ’em un from the bell and pre- 
Sages a smashing run here. Femmes 
are knocking down the door Last 
week, ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) completed 
& fair-ernnough three-week stay to 
okay $7.600 





| 


PLAY’-KYSER 
MG, CLEVE. 


j}and will run 


land ‘Earl Carroll's’ 





snappy at $4,000. Last week, fine 
$6,000. 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Thing Called Love’ (Col). All 
right, around $9,000. Last week, 
‘Arizona’ (Col) was whittled down to 
thin $8,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Play Girl’ (RKO) plus Kay 
Kyser’s orchestra on stage. Making 
up for slow, snowed-under getaway 
and romping toward swell $34,000. 
Last week, ‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) 
and ‘International Casino Revue’ 
pulled a surprise $18,800, much more 
than expected. 

State (Loew’s) '(3,450; 30-35-42-55- 
66 )—‘Gone’ (M-G). Excellent $18,000 
on the way for second week, although 
it normally would go higher. Soared 
to $31,000 on initial round that set a 
new film attendance and b.o. record 
for the deluxer. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). Good 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Flight Command’ 
(M-G) on a shiftover nabbed nice 


$5,600 





KITTY 4TH BiG 


$17,000, HUB 
OKAY 


—__— 


Boston, Jan. 28. 

The blizzard which hit here Friday 
night did little b.o. damage until 
Saturday, but business is okay where 
the product is strong. ‘Gone with 
Wind’ is socko in its second stanza, 
indefinitely at the 
Orpheum. Finishes 10-day run at the 
State tonight (28) where ‘Flight 
Command’ ecpens on dual bill. 

‘Kitty Foyle’ is still pulling ’em in 
its fourth week at the Memorial and 
a fifth frame is not impossible. RKO 
Boston is trying out extended vaude 
policy this week, booking big-time 
for first four days and local variety 
and radio talent for final three days. 
‘Fantasia,’ after a press preview Mon- 
day, opens tonight (28) at 
Majestic for indef run at $1.65 top. 
Disney Productions, Inc., has un- 


; imbered the b.r. plenty here, sand- 


blasting the theatre front, installing 
new splashy marquee and upright 
and touching up the house here and 
there, in addition to elaborate instal- 
lation of special sound equipment. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200: 28-33-44-55) 
‘Misbehaving Husbands’ (Prod) 
and ‘Out of Luck’ (Mono), with 
vaude headed by Minevitch Rascals, 
four days, and ‘Bowery Boy’ (Rep) 
(Ist run) and ‘Escape Glory’ (Col) 


| {2d run), dual, with local talent on 


stage, three days. Should hit $13,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Devil's Pipeline’ 
(U) and ‘Doomed Caravan’ (Par), 
with vaude, four days, and ‘Vigi- 
lantes’ (U) and ‘Melody Moonlight’ 


| (Mono), three days, $11,500, okay. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-29-44-55) 
-Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon’ (M-G). Aiming at okay 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Santa Fe’ (WB) 
(Par) (both 2d 
run), $5,500, okay. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907: 28- 


39-44-55)—‘Kittv Fovle’ (RKO) and 
‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO). Held 
for fourth week and _6 indicating 
staunch $17,000 Third week big 


$18,500, including one-shot 
‘Mr. & Mrs. Smith’ 
(21). 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 
44-55) ‘Victory’ (Par) and ‘Life 
Henry’ (Par). Looks like only moral 
victory, around $12,000, bad. Last 
week, ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and 
‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB), $14,000 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 44-55)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G). Now in second week, 
ond looks surefire for month or more. 


‘sneak’ of 
(RKO) Tuesday 


|Current indications point to $30,000. 





Cleveland, Jan. 28. | 

Only thing that’s stopping Kay 

yser from passing his last Palace 
figure of $37,000 copped two seasons 
480 is a blizzard that socked band’s 

Tiday opening. Despite snow and 
Weak help from ‘Play Girl,’ Kyser’s 
Six-a-day grind had ’em standing at 
every show over the weekend, bring- 
Ing biz up to about 95% of his previ- 
Cus record. 

Other houses feeling the Kyser) 
Pressure, particularly ‘Gone’ at next- | 
i State on a h.o. But it still looks | 

oe a smart $18,000. Hipp doing just | 
okay with ‘This Thing Called Love.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3.000; 30-35-42-55)— 

itty Foyle’ (RKO). Third stanza! 


| Initial frame smasho $32,000 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 28-39- 
44-55) — ‘Go West’ (M-G) and 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). Around 
$7,000, good. Last week, ‘Santa Fe’ 
(WB) and ‘Earl Carroll’s* (Par), 
$7,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 28-39-44-50) 
—‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and ‘Earl Car- 
roll’s’ (Par) (both continued from 2d 
run at Par and Fenway). Good 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Four Mothers’ 
(WB) and ‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) 
(both 2d run), $4.009. 


State (Loew) (3.600: 44-55)—‘Gone’ | 


(M-G). holdover for three days, solo; 
and ‘Flight Command’ 


days. Will hit about $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Gone’ whammed in $19,500. 


(M-G) and) 
| ‘Keeping Company’ (M-G). dual, four 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Jan. 30 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(16th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(12th wk). 

Capitol—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 

Criterion — ‘Land of Liberty’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 15) 

Globe —‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(6th wk). 

Music Hall— ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ (6th wk). 

Paramount — ‘Virginia’ 
(29). 

(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 15) 

Rialto—‘Saint in Palm Springs’ 
(RKO). 

(Reviewed in Varisery Jan. 8) 

Rivoli— ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) 
(4th wk). 

Roxy—‘Tall, Dark and Hand- 
some’ (20th) (2d wk). 

Strand — ‘High Sierra’ 
(2d wk). 

Week of Feb. 6 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(17th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
(13th wk). 

Capitol—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). 

Criterion—‘Maisie Was a Lady’ 
(M-G ). 

(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 15) 

Globe — ‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(7th wk). 

Music Hall—‘Arizona’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 20) 


(UA) 


(Par) 


(WB) 


Paramount — ‘Virginia’ (Par) 
(2d wk). 

Rivoli — ‘Kitty Foyfle’ (RKO) 
(5th wk). 


Rexy—‘Western Union’ (20th). 
Strand — ‘High Sierra’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 








216 IN PITT 
BLIZZARD 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 28. 
First big snow storm of the year 
j}has taken some of the enthusiasm 








downtown houses. Snow, rain, and 
freeze on Friday had the town 
| slithering around, and five inches of 
|snow which started Sunday finished 
|the job. But power of downtown at- 
| tractions is demonstrated by the fact 


| that, in spite of the weather, busi- | 


| ness is generally good. 
| Apparently even a first-class bliz- 
zard is second-rate competition to 
‘Gone,’ which is blowing into a 
smash second week aiter a capacity 
first week at Loew’s Penn. Stanley, 
which is displaying ‘Streets of Paris’ 
on stage with ‘Second Chorus,’ is 
holding up well. The weather is 
figured to have cost the big deluxer 
at least $5,000. ‘This Thing Called 
Love’ at Senator in second week still 
getting sood play, while double bill 
of ‘LitNe Men’ and ‘No No Nanette’ 
is doing better than average tor a 
dual at the Warner. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 25-49 )—‘Kil- 
dare’s Crisis’ (M-G). Nothing here 
tv offset blizzard, and won't do much 
more than $2,800 Last week, ‘In- 
visible Woman’ (U?) and ‘Get Girl’ 
(U), fair $3,800. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-55 )— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk) Still a lo- 
cal phenomenon wiih close to capa- 
city houses in spite of the weathe! 
Will come in wi.h a resounding 3$22,- 


000. Could stay another week, but 
will probably move to Warner ior a 


run, Last week, a sensat) il $2 
000, on four shows a uay 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-85-50 B 
dad’ (UA). Third week for this one 
following ohe cach at Penn and War- 
ner. Still showing substantial drait 
at $3,000. Last week, fourth down- 


town for ‘Comrade X’ (M-QG), right 
smart $3,300. 

Senator (Harris) (1,700; 25-3, -50)— 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) Word-of- 
mouth holding this one up for fine 
second week gross of $4,500. Last 
week, sock biz at $9,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-49-50)- 
‘Second Chorus’ (Par) and ‘Streets 
ot Paris.’ Revue, which originally 
played Nixon here ,t $3.30, proving 
a draw in its tab versio: Would 
have been a cinch for $25,000 under 
normal conditions but weather will 
hold it down to $21,000. Last week, 
‘Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Singer's 
Midgets’ eked out a slim $14,000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Little Men’ (RKO) and ‘Nanette’ 
(RKO). Will wind up with a sat- 
isfactorvy $4,900. Last week, ‘Bag- 
| dad’ (UA). on moveover from Penn, 
| very smart at $6,000. 


$40,000, ‘Philly 


Broadway Healthier; “Tall” $52,000, 
‘Gone’ 556, ‘Sierra’ -Busse-Reynolds 


sth $90,000, All Big 





(Best Exploitation: Strand) 

Tone of business on New York's 
first-run front is stronger this week 
'than last in spite of the snowstorms 
|}on Friday (24) and Monday (27). 
| The fact that a lot of kids are out 
|of school due to regents’ exams is 
helping, but not too much stress is 
laid on this as a factor relating to 
the general firmness of business. 

Unusual fact is that in spite of 
several new shows on 
‘Philadelphia Story’ is doing as well 
this week, its fifth, as it did on the 
fourth when finishing in a fast gallop 
at $90,000. In view of its unabated 
speed, the Music Hall has decided to 
retain the picture a sixth week to 
equal the longest run of any film to 
have played there, ‘Rebecca.’ Total 
business to date on ‘Philly’ places it 
ahead of ‘Becky,’ and there is an 
outside possibility the Hepburn 
starrer may even go a seventh week, 
although subsequent-run accounts of 
Metro are reported starting to get 
uneasy. 

Another interesting development 
of the week is the pace shown by 
‘Kitty Foyle’ at the Rivoli, though 
it isn’t quite in the sensational class 
in terms of money. Film got $26,000 
last week, its second, and finished 
the third last night (Tues.) within 
$1,000 of this figure. Through Sun- 
day (26) it was ahead of the prior 
week by $500, but Monday's all-day 
snow brought it down for a finish of 
$25,000. John Wright has decided to 
hold ‘Kitty’ another two weeks. 

Fresh competition this week in- 
cludes ‘Cone with the Wind’ at ihe 
Capitol «t pep prices; ‘Tall, Park 
and Handsome’ at the Roxy with a 
Majcr Bowes unit, and ‘High Sierra,’ 
plus Henry Busse and Quentin Rey- 
nolds at the Strand. 

With the morning admission raised 





| 
. 9 a nickel to 40c, other prices remain- | 
- ing static, ‘Gone’ is drawing strongly 
for a possible $55,000. This com- 


pares with $75,000 done on its first 
week in December, 1939, when the 
scale was 75c and $1.10. Three 
shows daily were played then as 
against four now. 

Set for the Roxy originally for 
only seven days, “Tall, Dark’ is doing 
pee outstanding business at around 


backs up the opening of ‘Western 
Union’ to Feb. 6. 

Strand is looking for a splendid 
$40,000 or a bit over with ‘Sierra’ 
land the Busse-Reynolds combo. 
| House also has the second of the 





the | out of the rush of customers for the | Reynolds shorts, ‘Christmas Under 


| Fire,’ which Warner Bros. is exploit- 
ling heavily, including a_ special 
|showing in Washington last week 
for diplomats, legislators, etc. 
| House’s ad campaign was also strik- 
ingly effective. 

Both of the $2 attractions, ‘Fan- 


Last week (llth for the former) 
climbed to a snug $22,500, while ‘Dic- 
tator,’ on its 15th week, hit $15,000. 

Paramount finished out six-and-a- 
half days on a second week yester- 
day afternoon (Tues.) with ‘Second 
Chorus’ and Harry James at $35,000, 
very good. The first week was $49,- 
000, close to terrific for this show. 
House closed down at 3 p.m. yester- 
day (Tues.), reopening at 8 for the 
special dress opening of ‘Virginia.’ 
Maple Lead Fund (Canadian War 
Relief) took over most of the seats 
for the evening, reselling them at 
| advanced prices. Glenn Miller is on 

| the stage with ‘Virginia.’ 

State is in the lower brackets this 
week with ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ and 
the Ray Kinney’ orchestra, the 
chances looking glum for more than 
a mit! $17,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 

“Dictator’ (M-G) (16th wk). Last 


week (15th) stepped up to $15,000 
: compared with $14,200 for the 
prior seven day 

Broadway (1.895: 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2 20 )—Fantasia’ (Disney) (12th wk). 
Ascended the ladder last week (11th) 
to $22,500. The 10ih week was $21,- 
000, still plenty of profit 

Capitel (4.520; 40-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 

‘Gone’ (M-G) 3-ck here after 
nearly a yeer, when the prices were 
75c and $1.10 with three shows daily 
as against the present four. Consist- 


ently strong every day of the first 
week so far, with difference report- 
edly varying no more than eround 
$1.000: will get a possible $55,000, big 
eS ns the second week tomorrow 
(Thurs.). Last week, ‘Flight Com- 
mand’ (M-G), under $25,000, disap- 
pointing. 

Criterion (1.662; 28-44-55-65 )—‘Earl 
Carroll's’ (Par). Closed poorly last 
night (Tues.) at $5,500, and ‘Land of 
Liberty’ (M-G) opened this morning 
(Wed.). ‘Behind News’ (Rep) got 
ynlv $5,000 

Globe (1,180: 28-35-55-85)—‘Night 
Train’ (20th) (5th wk). Sleeper from 
England continues very strons with 
$8.500 this week, as 
against $9,000 for the fourth round 
result of its failure to tire, it will 
» into a sixth session. 
Palace (1,700; 20-35-55) 


an indicated 


> 
> 
f 


73 


‘Santa Fe’ 


Broadway, | 


$52,000 that it will be held over. This | 


tasia’ and ‘Dictator,’ have picked up. | 


,(WB) (2d run) and ‘Let's Make 
Music’ (RKO) (lst run). In for eight 
| days through today (Wed.), but mild 
}at $7,500. ‘Hanna’ (20th) (2d run) 
j}and ‘Couldn't Say No’ (WB) (ist 
run), $5,000 on five days. 


Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99)— 
| ‘Virginia’ (Par) and Glenn Miller 
j band. Started regular run today 


(Wed.) following benefit preem last 
night (Tues.). ‘Second Chorus’ (Par) 
;}and Harry James brought the house 
a lot of the right color of ink at $49,- 
| 000 the first week and $35,000 for an 
gore six and a half days. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960; 44- 
| 55-05-99-$1.65)—‘Philadelphia Story’ 

(M-G) and stage show (5th wk). A 
| distance runner of exceptional s!am- 
j}ina. This week (5th) will be about 
| $90,000 to equal the prior stanza, 
which ended up with surprising speed 
at the same figure. On the five 
weeks, ‘Philly’ will have taken in ap- 
proximately $515,000. This beats 
‘Rebecca’ on its five weeks. That pic- 
ture was the only one to play the 
Hall six weeks, but due. to its 
strength the Hepburn comedy will 
also go six. 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55)—‘Pride of 
‘Bowery’ (Mono). Doing all right at 
$6.000. ‘Convov’ (RKO) came 
through with a fine $8,500 lest week. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99) —‘Kitty 
Foyle’ (4th wk). Begins fourth 
semester today (Wed.) after c'osing 
out the third last night (Tite:.) at 
$25,000, only a srand behind the 
, prior week’s $26,000. I§ well in the 
} profit column so far, and will ho re- 
jtained for a total of at least five 
weeks, that much being def now. 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85)—‘Tall, 
| Dark’ (20th) and Major Bowe~’ unit. 
Things are humming here with what 
| was considered to be a one-week 
|picture, having been booked that 
| way, bringing home the bacon for a 
‘sock $52,000. Will he held over. 
| Last week, second for ‘Hudson’s Bay’ 
| (20th), $31,000, okay after a rousing 
| $44,000 the initial seven days. 
| State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
|‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) (2d run), plus 
Ray’ Kinney, Adelaide Moffett, 
|others on stage. Another case where 
the picture was milked at the first- 
run Par on a four-week engazement. 


aad 





Only about $17,000 seen, slow. Last 
week, ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) (2d run) 
and Simone Simon, Art Jarrett, 


others, $25,000, very good. 

Strand (2,767: 35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘High Sierra’ (WB) and, in person, 
Henry Busse and Quentin Reynolds. 
Cashiers punching those ticket ma- 
chines steadily for a solid $40,000 
total. Holds over. Last week, sec- 
ond for ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye, failed to get better 
| than $23,000, not good. 





‘BAGDAD’ 8146, 


- INDPLS. SNOWY 


| Indianapolis, Jan. 28 


Central part of the state has had 
its first deep snow, with roads cov- 
lered with ice. This cuts down biz 
in the downtown theatre sector, as 
houses depend on trade from a 50- 
mile area to swell receipts over the 
week-end. Also, the matinees are 
off, with housewives staying at home 
| until the walking is safer. However, 
‘enough of the hardy natives are in 
circulation to keep the red ink out 
of most of the ledgers. 


Circle i in top position with 
“Kitty Fovlie and ‘Remedy for 
Riches,” with national pubiicity on 
first pic helping a lot Loew's 


doint okay with ‘Thief of Ba 


and ‘Nobody's Children.’ Indiana is 
under average dualling ‘Hitch Sierra’ 
and ‘Give Us Wings.’ Lyric is tal 
ing it on the chin with too mi 
hay eed on both stave and reen, 
combinin: ‘Barrvard Follie” and 
vaude labeled ‘Shoot the Works’ 
locally. which is mostly rur-l acts. 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.600: 25-390- 
40) — ‘Kitty Fovle’ (RKO) and 
‘Remedy’ Riches’ (RKO). Good 
$9500. Last week, ‘Victory’ (Par) 


and ‘Henry’ (Par), poor $5,200. 
Indi*na (Katz-Dolie! (3,100 25-30- 

49)—‘High Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Give 

Us Wines’ (U). Weak $7.000 on the 

books for the seven days. Last week, 

‘Second Chorus’ (Par) and “Texas 

Rangers’ (Par), not-so-go00d $6500. 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2.400: 25-20-40) 
Da cedaa- sAT AL +. 


(UA) and "ec Chil. 
dren’ (Col). Average $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Flicht Command’ (M-G) and 


‘Tone Wel” (Col), started slow and 
built to 810.000, good. 
Lyrie (T vrie)d (1900: 25-37-49) — 


a seve ti * (Rey) and ‘Shoot 
Work ~ stage. Bad $6.090. Lost 
week ‘Hr te Ray’ (20th) and 

‘ eran 

] wane yy fy. 
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Philadelphia, Jan. 28 


Lured by attractive product, 
Philly filmeoers are braving the flu 


epidemic and heavy snowstorms to 
jam into central city deluxers this 
week. All along the line, theatre 
managers are reporting healthier 
grosses, 
Leading the league, surprisingly 
enough, is the vaudfilm combo of 


‘Trail of the Vivilantes’ and an all- 
colored stage show at the Earle 
Also going great guns is the opening 
sesh of ‘Gone’ at the Stanley at 
popular prices. 

The cash registers are also playing 
a tune for ‘Philadelphia Story’ hold- 
over, and ‘Kitty Foyle’ is keeping 
up the hefty pace with its second 
week at a subsequent run showing. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 35-46-57-68)— | 
‘Road Show’ (UA). Not in the fast 
company of others, put still satis- 
factory $8,500. Last week, ‘Son 
Cristo’ (UA), slow $5,200 for sec- 
ond try. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 


ite 
Abs 


°5-46-57 ) 


—‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) (2d 
run) (2d wk). Riding high with 
$4,000 for this trip. First week of 


second rum, a neat $4,300. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d wk). Looks | 
pood for a long stay, snagging a sock 
$500 for deuce round. Bow-in last 
week netted a teriffic $27,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,758: 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Vigilantes’ (U) with  all-colored | 
show featuring Erskine Hawkins or- | 
chestra. Stepping high with a super- | 
special $27,500. Miles ahead of | 
meagre $15.500 chalked up by ‘In- 
visible Woman’ (U) and Ted Weems 
orchestra last week. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
*Hudson’s Bay’ (20th). Just shading 
par with $15,200. Last week, ‘Love 
Neighbor’ (Par) barely missed with | 
$14.800. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066; 35-46-57-68) | 
—‘Comrade X’ (M-G) (2d run). Not} 
bad afier changeover with $4,700. | 
Last week, second run showing 
‘Santa Fe’ (WB), profitable $4,800. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 )— 





‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Lotsa life for ‘Kitty’ with neat 
$4,800 for this try. Last week, it| 


netted an okav $5,200. 

Stanley (WB) (2.916: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G). Popular price run 
looks solid with $25,000 for first! 
canto. Last week, seeond sesh for 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G), zallid $8,200. 

Stanton (WB) (1.457; 35-45-57)— 
‘Tall, Dark’ (20th). Getting the 
critics’ rave, but unable to top $4,300, 
fair. Last week, ‘Texas Ranvers’ 
(Par), fared worse with poor $3,700. 


MAISIE’-VAUDE $14,000. 
OMAHA: ‘COMRADE’ 9) 


Omaha, Jan. 28. 

Snow followed by cold checked, 
but didn’t kill, new opening headed 
by ‘Maisie Was a Lady’ plus a triple 
feature stage show at the Ornheum 
consisting of the Andrews Sisters, 
Three Stooges and Joe Venuti and 
orchestra. Omaha is going swell 
with ‘Comrade xX’ and ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon,’ considering the state of 
the weather. It will run a good 
$9.500 without anv trouble. 

Brandeis is completing second week 
of ‘Arizona’ and ‘Always a Bride’ for 
a $3.000 gross, not bad for this house. 

Chief opposition demanding cuts 
ot the public’s show money have 
been hockey, road shows, skating 
carnivs!c the Frisco ballet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Averue - Milifarv - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950; 300: 600; 25)—‘Correspon- 
dent’ (UA) and ‘Zorro’ (0th), snlit 
with ‘Melody Moonlight’ 
Wings’ (U) and ‘Diamond Frontier’ 
(U). Pretty fair $1,100. Last week, 
*Escane’ (M-G). ‘Leopard’ (Select) 
and ‘Spitfire’ (RKO), srlit with ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G) and ‘Wildcat’ (U)., 


? 
and 


about $1.009. so-so 

Brandeis (Mort Sinver) (1.500: 10- 
5-35-40)— Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Al- 
wovs Bride’ (WR) (2d wi). Pretty 
fair $3.000 considering. Tast week, 
same program did a niftv 7.800. 
which is above average for this 
house. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2.000: 10-30-40) 
—‘Comz-de X’ (M-G) ond ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon’ (M-G). Wil! do $9,500. 
pretty good. Last week, ‘Cheers 
Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Capt. Caution’ 
(UA). fair $8.000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 15-40- 


§5)—"Maisie Lady’ (M-G), with An- 
Grews Sisters, Joe Venuti_ band, 
Three Stoorves. Don Darcy. Ruthie 
Barnes, Kay Starr and others on 
stare. Pretty good $14.990. Last 
week, ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and 
‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G). wound up a 


little better than $8,000. 

State (Goldbers) 
‘Melody Moonlicht’ (Rep) and ‘Zorro’ 
(20th). snlit with ‘Diamond Frontier’ 
(U), Cahbaltiern’ (0th) and “ive Us 


Wines’ (U). Prottv faine$f9%. Last 
week. ‘T.eonsrd’ (cect) and ‘Escape’ 
(M-G), svlit with ‘Brigham Young’ 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Philly Beats Snow, 
$25,000, ‘Vigilan 


| (20th), 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 29. 19{] 





Flu; ‘Gone’ 
tes Hawkins 27156 


13’ 


. 





‘Pier 


‘Wildcat’ 
(2Uth), good $900. 


(U) and 


Town (‘(Goldverg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
~—"Robin Hood Pecos’ (Rep), ‘Spit- 
fire’ (RKO) and ‘Aunt Maxzgie’ 


(Rep), split three ways with ‘Greed’ | 


(RKO), and 
and ‘Strange 
Little better than 
$700. Last week, ‘Texas Terrors’ 
(Rep), ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G) and 
‘Find Out’ (RKO), split triple with 
‘Meet Missus’ (Rep) and ‘Cheyenne 
Rides’ (Rep), ‘Thundering Frontier’ 


Lady’ 


(UA) 


(Cap), ‘Panama 
‘Correspondent’ 
Cargo’ (M-G). 


(Col) and ‘Return Frank James’ 
(20th). ane "an Museum’ (20th), 


trifle under $800. 


L ville B.0. Good: 
‘Bagdad Slick 96, 
Chorus’ Big $8,509 


Louisville, Jan. 28. 
Downtown houses are offering po- 
tent product this week, and this is 
the prime factor in the current 
healthy takings. Weather has been 
fuvorable, with no snow or wintery 


temperatures to keep patrons in- 
doors. : 
Leaders are Loew’s State with 


‘Thief of Bagdad’ topping a dual bill, 
and the Rialto with ‘Second Chorus’ 
doing the honors. ‘High Sierra’ at 


| the Mary Anderson is stepping along | strong $13,300. 
|at better than average pace, while | 


‘Bank Dick’ at the Strand is making 
a creditable showing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—Flight Command’ 
(M-G) and ‘Keeping Company’ 
(M-G). On moveover from Loew’s 


of | State, making things pretty bright | 


with allrisht $2,300. 
West’ (M-G) and 
(M-G) ditto on 
week. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Zorro’ (UA) and ‘Burma’ (Par). 
Good $1,600. Last week, ‘Northwest 
Mounted’ (Par) and ‘Christmas July’ 
(Par), at slightly upped admish, 
grabbed fine $1,900. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) 
30-40 )\—Bagdad’ (UA) 
Queen’ (Col). Looks to round 
swell $9,000. Last week, 


Last week, ‘Go 
‘Land Liberty’ 
second-downtown 


(3,100: 


in on crest 
moveover. 


pany’ (M-G), rode 
/soelko $10,000, and 


15- | 
and ‘Ellery 
out 
‘Flight 
Command’ (M-G) and ‘Keeping Com- 


of 


| 10-20-25 }—Little Men’ (RKO) and 


'‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO). Very 
weak, $1,100. Last week, ‘Barnyard 
Follies’ (Rep) and ‘Ellery Queen’ 
(Col), okay $1,900. 

Varsity ‘Noble-Federer) 
10-25-40 )—'Arizona’ (Col). 
sational, but the best, $3,100. Last 
week, ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) 
grabbed $4,000 in nine days, excel- 
lent. 


(1,100; 
Not sen- 


Balto, Very Rosy; 
‘Gone’ Socko 206 


Baltimore, Jan. 28. 
Rising tide in biz here climaxed by 
one of the biggest weekend takes in 
months, indicating long awaited boom 
ifrom ambitious defense projects 
llocated here is finally its way. 
| All downtowners riding along with 


on 


'the tide. Loew's Century, mopping 
i extra big on return booking of 
}‘Gone with the Wind. is grinding 
| away at slightly upped scale but 


under reserved seat prices of initial 
run in same house. 

Also big are ‘This Thing 
Called Love.’ at the combo Hipp, and 


extra 


‘Santa Fe Trail,’ at the oversized 
Stanley. Latter is pushing recent 


house record cracked by ‘North West 
Mounted Police.’ Rest of town very 


steady. Heavy snow starting late 
Sunday night might hurt some but 
not enough to offset healthy start 


garnered all around. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 25- 
40-55 ')—Gone’ (M-G). Off to a bang- 


up start and should reach socko 
| $20,000. Last week, ‘Flight Com- 
mana’ «tM-G) held bullish pace to 


Hippodrome’ (Rappaport) 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Thing Called 
ove’ (Col) plus vaude headed by 
Henny Youngman. Mopping up in 
rosy stvle and heading for big $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Arizona’ (Col) dropped 
off some after good weekend, wind- 


ing up with all right $12,900 but no. 


h.o. as anticipated. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44) —‘Road Show’ (UA). 
Sold strongly and may get possible 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Honevmoon Three’ 
(WB). not at all bad $5,600. 
| New (Mechanic) (1.581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Girl in News’ (20th). Attract- 
ing some Caytime response and pos- 
'sible $4.500. Last week. “Tall, Dark’ 
(20th) rather mild at $3,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280: 
59)—‘Senta Fe’ (WB). Very solid and 
reaching for record weekend figure 
set by ‘North West Mounted.’ If not 
stonnved by bad weather, should hit 
bullish $18.000 or better. Last week, 
‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) slowed 


| Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 15- | after good start, winding up with 


| 30-40)—‘High Sierra’ (WB). 


Doing | Okay 


(Rev), ‘Give | 


(900: 10-20-25)—_ 


allright as a single, and catching a| 
fair share of the downtown biz. 
Should easily manage fine $4.000. 


Last week, ‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB), | 


| fair $3,000. | 
} Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- | 


30-40)—-‘Second Chorus’ (Par) and 
‘Texas Rangers’ (Par). Pic has — 
plenty on the ball, and looks to} Kansas City, Jan. 28 
gather excellent $8,500. Last week, Weather is taking a prominent 
‘Kitty Fovle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm hend in theatre biz. Started with 
Springs’ (RKO). on second-downtown | rain on Thursday, changed to slushy 
week, held up for okay $6,500. {snow on Friday and Saturday, and 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,490; 15- | cooled off considerably hy Sunday. 
20-40)—‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Lucky | This is most serious blast town has 
Devils’ (U). Some potent ads and had this winter. Orpheum withstood | 
newspaper stories pointing attention the chill best with ‘Santa Fe Trail’ as 
at this pair, and result should be on | the ton half of a dual bill. Looks 
right side of the ledger, probably ; 00d for ~n extended run. 
fine $3.800. Last week. ‘Invisible ‘Gone With the Wind’ returns to 


Woman’ (U) and ‘Get Girl’ (U), me- 
dium $3,000. 


‘ARIZ.’ $3,100, LINCOLN 


Snow Bogs B.O. — ‘Chad’ Tame 
$2,900 
} ispaneiaaiiis 
| 
Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 28. 
This is not an important money 
week here, what with one of those 


high-piled Nebraska meeting 
the weekend and stalling the normal 


Snows 


amusement traffic flow. Best show- 
ing is being made by ‘Arizona’ at 
the Varsity. 


Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750: 10-15 ‘Wyoming Wildcat’ 
(Rep) and ‘Earl Puddlestone’ (Rep), 
split with ‘Tomboy’ (Mono) and 
‘Lone Star Raiders’ (Rep). Fair 
' $800. Last week, ‘Sacramento’ (Col) 
and ‘Ole Opry’ (Rep). split with 
‘Almost Gentleman’ (RKO) and 


| ‘Border Legion’ (Rep), $800. 
| Lineoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 


10-25-40 )—‘Son Cristo’ (UA). Never 
got up from prone, $2,800. Last 
week, ‘Second Chorus’ (Par), only 


did a light five days, $2,500. 


| Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1.236; 10-20-25)—‘Next Time Love’ 


(‘U) and ‘Give Us Wings’ (U). Okay 
$2.000. Last week, ‘Night Tropics’ 


(U) and ‘Lucky Devils’ (U), nice at 
these prices, $2,100. 
Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) 


appointing $2,900. Last week, ‘Miss 
Bishop’ (UA) stretched from 
house world premiere to a nine-day 


two- 


run, for $5,100, okay, and in bad 
weather, too. 
Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100 





(1,884: | 
10-25-40)—‘Chad Hanna’ (20th). Dis- | 


$12,200. 





K. C. Okay; ‘Gone’ 1336, 


‘Santa Fe’ Good $9,000 


the Midland for a date at nop prices, 


jand is making a good hid at a top 
Of 55° avainst the usifl top of 40c 
;Dlus taxes, ‘Second Chorus’ is giv- 
jin’ the Newrn an okay week. but 


will not have the power expected to 


1 1) 
noid over, 


| Estimates for This Week 


Esov're and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
vest) (820 and 2.043: 10-28-44 )—'Tal]. | 
D: r)} P (20th) in both spots. Holds for 

week, but getting slow play. part- 


Iv prcountable 
$5.700 eombo. I 
We (U), 
$5500. 
Midland 
‘Gore’ 


ey) ]¢ 


to—the werther. 
zast week ‘Invisible 
was 1n a Similar vein, 


at 


(Loew’s) (4.101: 25-40-56) 
‘M-G). Getting sood re- 
but hampered by weather. Stil] 
$13.500 is a big number here. Last 
weel ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and 
| tom Submarine’ (Col), light $7,000. 
| Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
28-44)—‘Second Chorus’ (Par). Do- 
|ing well cGespite the weather. At 
| $7,009 “ood, but not bis. ast week 
| ‘Four Mothers’ (WB), fair $5,800. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (1.5900: 10-28-44) 
—'Santa Fe’ (WB) and ‘Couldn't Say 
| No’ (WB). Tocale of film is in 
nearby Kansas. and there’s a heavy 
advance campaign. Rolling along to 
stout $9.000 in face of weather. and 
expected to holdover. Last week 
‘Kitty Fovle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
Springs’ (RKO) dualed for a closing 
;out after 24 days. Last full week, 


$5.500,. very good. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110: 10-30)— 
|‘Madame LaZonga’ (U), with Tirza 


heading stage bill. Nudie helping 
draw up to $6,800. an improvement 
Last week ‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U) with 
Nick Lucas on stage, took it easier, 


6.000, 


‘Santa Fe’ $18,000. 


(2,205; | 


15-28-39-44- | 


up | 


*‘Phan- | 





Chan in Hoss Opry 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
Charlie Chan goes sagebrush in his 


20th-Fox westerns for the year up to 


141, First to hit the screen will be 
‘Western Union,’ slated for release 
Feb. 17. 

Others are ‘Sioux City,’ ‘Belle 


Starr,’ ‘In Old Wyoming,’ ‘Last of 
the Duanes,’ ‘The Cowboy and the 
Blonde’ and four Cisco Kid yarns. 


Flu-Snow Hamper 
Cincy; ‘Arizona, 


Chorus’ Each 106 





Cincinnati, Jan. 28. 

Snow and icy streets thinned down- 
town traffic in first half, and contin- 
uation of flu wave kept many more 
burghers in their hilltop homes. 
General b.o. a few paces behind last 
week 

‘Second Chorus’ at the Palace and 
‘Arizona’ at the Albee are dead-heat- 
‘ed for front pic coin this week. 
| Slightly ahead of them is the combo 
| Shubert with ‘Maisie Was a Lady’ 
jand the ‘International Casino’ revue. 
\‘Road Show’ is floppo for the Grand. 
Capitol is back as a moveover 
lstand for second-week showings, 
'after hanging up a socko $42,000 on 
| 30-day run of ‘Gone With Wind.’ 
| Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50)— 
|‘Arizona’ (Col). Fairly good $10,000. 
|Last week, ‘Bagdad’ (UA), good 
| $12.000. 
| €apitel (RKO) (2,000: 33-40-50)— 
\‘Bagdad’ (UA). Transferred from 
| Albee for second week. Slow $4,500. 
| Last week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) wound up 
30-day run at 50-55-65-cent scale with 
a swell $7,000, hitting a wham $42,000 
|for the engagement. 
| Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
\‘Mect Missus’ (Rep) and ‘Phantom 
|Submarine’ (Col), split with ‘Ape’ 
(Mono) and ‘Chamber of Horrors’ 
(Mono). Average $2,100. Ditto last 
|week for ‘Give Us Wings’ (U) and 
|‘Meet Wildcat’ (U), divided with 
i‘Charter Pilot’ (20th) and ‘Out of 
| Luck’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) 
‘Road Show’ 
|Last week, 
| fair $4,500. 
| Keith’s (Libson) (1.500: 33-40-50)-- 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col). Switched 
from Palace for second week. All- 
right $4,500. Last week. ‘Kitty Foyle’ 

(RKO) (2d run), tame $3.000. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 
i*Hudson’s Bay’ (20th). Moveover 
from Grand for second week. Awful 
$2.000. Last week, ‘Flight Command’ 
(M-G) (2d run), n.s.h. $2,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50) 
‘Second Chorus’ (Par). Fairly good 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (Col). swell $11,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 33-44-60)— 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) a ‘Interna- 
tional Casino’ revue. Fair $11.500. 
Last week, ‘Invisible Woman’ (U) 
| and vaude co-topped by Ken Murray 

and Gertrude Niesen, $8,500, season’s 
low for combo policy. 


‘GNF’ 196. ‘SIFRRA’ 
| $9,000, PROV. PEPPY 








(1,430: 33-40-50)— 
(UA). Terrible $2,500. 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th), 


nd 


Providence, Jan. 28. 


Grosses generally strong, though 
week-end snow storm did put a 
slight damner all around. Return of 
‘Gone with the Wind’ to Loew’s 
State opened to standees ‘Kitty 
Foyle’ carrving nicely in its. fourth 
week at RKO Albee. ‘High Sierra’ 
at Majestic and ‘This Thing Called 
Love’ at Strand also sood. Vaude 
given a hearty reception in its re- 


turn to Fay’s theatre after a year's 
absence. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200: 
| ‘Kitty Fovle’ RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
| Springs’ (RKO) (4th wk). Still a 
|strong attraction and bidding for 


in third frame. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—Flight Command’ (M-G) and 
‘Keeping Company’ (M-G) (2d run). 
| Holding nice pace for good $3,500 
|Last week, ‘Go West’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Land Liberty’ (M-G). fair $-.000. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35)— 
| ‘Riding Rainbow’ (Rep) and vaude. 


igrow fonder, because’ return 
vaudfilm policy played to heavy 
| trade, promising nice $6,500, Last 
' week, ‘Lone Star Raiders’ (Rep) and 
, ‘Girl News’ (GB). okay $3,000. 

| Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
! ‘High WP) end ‘Black Par- 


to 


Sierra’ 


next picture, bringing the total of| 


33-40-50)— | 


28-39-50) — | 


swell $5,500. Knocked off nice $7,000 | 


Absence apparently made the heart | 


——» 


Kitty’ Big $21,000 in Rainy Frisco: 
Philly’ Neat 24G, ‘Mothers’ Mild 76 





—- 


San Francisco, Jan. 28 

‘Kitty Foyle’ is the town’s je!). 
| ringer this week, heading for a nifty 
$20,000. Rest of the street quiet ex. 
cept for ‘Philadelphia Story’ at the 
| Fox. The Orpheum is holding ‘This 
Thing Called Love’ for a third 
frame. 

Another week of successive rain. 
| storms, one of which was a ciloud- 
| burst, is having a slightly dampen. 
| ing effect. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-49-50) — 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Jennie’ 
(20th). Sold on the ‘risque’ anyle 
for good $24,000. Last week, ‘Com. 
rade X’ (M-G) and ‘Romance Rio 
Grande’ (20th) finished its second 
week with $10,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 39-44. 
95)—Kitty Foyle’ (RO) and vaude, 
Packing ’em here for swell $21,000, 
almost equalling the $23,000 pulled 
last week by Earl Carroll's Vanities 
and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 35-40-50) 
'—Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
| ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col) (3d wk). Ought 
| to get close to $9,000, very good. Last 
(2d wk), remarkable at $13,200. 








Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35+40- 
|50)—‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and 
‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB). Not so 


| forte; lucky to get $7.000. Last (3d) 


| week, ‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) and 
|*Murder New York’ (20th), sagged 


| to $7,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40- 
50)—‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and ‘Ro- 
mance Rio Grande’ (20th) (move- 
over). Looks good for $5,100, a lit- 
tle above average. Last (2d move- 
over) week, ‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and 
‘Marines March’ (Rep), finished with 
$4,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200: 30- 
40-50)—‘Captain Caution’ (UA). In 
for a single stanza and not overly 
powerful at $8,000. Last (4th) week, 
‘Bagdad’ (UA) wound up with okay 
$5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-40-50) 
—'Victory’ (Par) and ‘Black Parrot’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Not much over $7,- 
000. First week better than expected 
at $10,000, but hardly worth a hold- 
over, 


“GONE FINE 
196, MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Jan. 28. 

‘Wind’ is goaling the town at pop 
| price run, with crowds filling Loew's 
State at every showing. Opening day 
found hundreds milling around the 
boxoffice an hour before the doors 
parted. Special police details to 
handle the mob were necessary over 
the weekend. 














Overflow from ‘Gone’ is helping 
the New Malco’s ‘Band Dick’ on a 
split week setup with ‘You're the 
One.’ ‘High Sierra’ also doing 
pienty nice. 
| Estimates for This Weel 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2.200: 10- 
33-44)—‘Tall, Dark’ (20th). Fair 
$2.800. Last week, ‘Nanette’ (RKO), 


$3,000, disappointing. 


Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600: 25-40- 
595)—‘Gone’ (M-G). Prices slightly 
tilted to cover reduced number of 
shows forced by film’s length are 
pointing this one toward terrific 
' $15,000. Last week, ‘Son Christo’ 


(UA S $5,000, good, 
New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 


33-44)—‘Bank Dick’ (U) three days, 
and ‘You're the One’ (Par), four 
days. Around $4,500. Last weck, 


‘Victory’ (Par), five days, and ‘Henry’ 
(Par), three days, $4,500, offish. 


Strand (Lightman) (1,000: 10-22- 
33 )—‘Arizona’ (Col) (2d run) three 
days; ‘Face Behind Mask’ ‘(Co}]), two 
days; ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA), 
(2d run), two days. Should do all 
right at about $1,800. Last week, 
‘Doomed Caravan’ (Par), three days; 
‘Luckv Devils’ (RKO), two days; 
‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), two days; 
$1.700, okay. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300: 10-33-44) 
—‘High Sierra’ (WB). Rave notices 
helping toward $7,000. Last week, 
'‘Honeymoon “Three’ (WB), $5,000, 


nice. 


rot’ (WB). Hefty trade carrying 
this one to swell $9,000. Last week, 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and ‘Madame 
LaZonga’ (U), ditto. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-40-55)— 
\‘Gone’ (M-G). Despite its record 
{run in first appearance a year ago, 


i bill is playing to daily canac ty and 1s 
headed for bell-ringing $19,000. Last 
| week, ‘Flight Command’ ‘(M-G) or 
;‘Keeping Company’ (M-G), g00G 
$11,400. 

| Strand (Indie) (2.000; 28-40-50)— 
\‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) ane 
‘Master Detective’ (Col). Attract/ns 
inice trade for good $7.000. Should 
| go higher if weather improves. Last 
week, ‘Cherokee’ (Par) and ‘Bowery 


|Boy’ (Rep), fair $4,500 in five 


run, 
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THE STARS THEY'LL ALWAYS REMEMBER 
IN A PICTURE THEY'LL NEVER FORGET! 








Set to smash at the 





box-office with all 





| the weight and 
1 power of the most 


dramatic American 





love story ever told! 
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TIM HOLT SAMUEL S. HINDS FRANK JENKS 


BASED ON THE NOVEL BY 


FANNIE HURST 


Screenplay by 
BRUCE MANNING ond FELIX JACKSON 











oe Produced by 
Directed by 
Robert Stevenson 
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January 31st Release February 21st Release | 
§ & $3 aos © : ’ : te : ICE : 
starring Abbott and Costello with Lee Bowman, Alan Curtis and The Andrews Sisters. starring Deanna Durbin, with Franchot Tone, Walter Brennan, Robert Stack, Robert 
Directed by Arthur Lubin. Associate producer, Alex Gottlieb. Benchley, Helen Broderick. Directed by William A. Seiter. A Joe Pasternak production. 





cat tetuaty BE Belonse 


of CAIRO 


with Sigrid Gurie, Ralph Boyd, Eddie Quillan, Katherine DeMille, George Zucco. 
Directed by Leslie Kardos. Associate producer, Joseph G. Sanford. 















March 7th Release 
ileal pier (Tentative 
a4 rs pa aa tan dae $s ae bas Title) ¢ 
starring Hugh Herbert, with Jeanne Kelly, Lewis Howard, Anne Nagel. Directed by Mah ops 1 te ee ee eee eb; Aan Oils, Rober | 
Edward Cline. Associate producer, Ken Goldsmith. Armstrong. Directed by Jack Rawlins. Associate producer, Marshall Grant. | 
i 
{ 





co. 


ert 





Wednesday, January 29, 1941 


VARIETY 13 











AND THE GREATEST EXHIBITOR NEWS ANNOUNCED THIS SEASON! 


Mores 4 Boieese 





starring Joan Blondell, ‘Dick Powell, with Charlie Ruggles, Lee Bowman, Ruth 
Donnelly. Produced and directed by Leigh Jason. 


idl 21st | Retwaee 





March 28th Release 


FRANK LLOYD PRODUCTIONS, Inc., presents 


LADY FROM CHEYENNE 


starring Lavette ma with Robert Preston, Edward Arnold, Gladys George, Frank 
Craven, Jessie Ralph. Produced and directed by Frank Lloyd. 
Associate producer, Jack Skirball. 





— 4th ta 





serving Richard Arlen and Andy D bovine: 


April 4th Release 
HORROR ISLAND’ 


| April 4th Release 
‘MAN MADE MONSTER 


starring Lionel Atwill and Lon Chaney, Jr., with Frank Albertson, Anne Nagel, 
Samuel S. Hinds. Directed by George Waggner. 


April 11th Release 


THE FLAME OF NEW ORLEANS 


starring Marlene Dietrich, with Bruce Cabot, Mischa Aver, Roland Young, 
Andy Devine. Directed by Rene Clair. A Joe Pasternak production. 


April 18th Release | 
SKY RAIDERS —a serial in 12 Episodes 


with Donald Woods, Billie Halop, Robert Armstrong, Kathryn Adams, Eduardo 
Ciannelli, Bill Cody, Jr., William Desmond. Directed by Ford Beebe 
and Ray Taylor. Associate Producer, Henry MacRae. 


April 25th Release 


THE MAN WHO LOST HIMSELF. 


starring Brian Aherne and Kay Francis, with Henry Stephenson, S. Z. Sakall, 
Nils Asther. Directed by Edward Ludwig. Produced by Lawrence W. Fox, Jr. 


May 2nd Release | 
‘BUTCH MINDS THE BABY. 


A Mayfair production. Story by Damon Runyon. 


et 23rd Release 





starring Rudy Vallee 


A FRANK 





a. Me de Release 





starring Bud Abbott oa tes Costello. Directed by Arthur Lubin; 


oi _ June 6th Release 





- presser Richard iaton por yer bedhe. a. one 


June 13th Release 


HT SHOES' 


A Mayfair ceili “Story by Damon Runyon. 


a i 
RTH of the KLONDIKE 


June a Roteese 











oud The Bead End 4 Kids on The Little ae Guys. 


July 4th Release 


FRANK LLOYD PRODUCTIONS, Inc., presents 


L, JAMES LEWIS ceveise ray 


Produced ond directed by Frank Lloyd. Associate producer, Jack Skirball, 


, July 11th Release | 
‘CRACKED NUTS! 


Copy for cast to come. 


July 18th Release 
SANDY STEPS OUT! 


starring Baby Sandy 


July 25th Release 
FIFTEEN FATHOMS DEEP “x: 


starring Richard Arlen and Andy Devine. 


August Ist Release 


RAIDERS of the DESERT 


August 15th Release 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS’ 


starring Irene Dunne and Robert Montgomery with Preston Foster and Eugene 
Pallette. A Gregory la Cava production. 


August 22nd Release 


‘A DANGEROUS GAME 


starring Richard Arlen and Andy Devine with Jeanne Kelly. Directed by John Rawlins, 
Associate producer, Ben Pivar. 


August 29th Release 


LOYD PRODUCTION 





RY, ‘UNIVERSAL For 1941-42 
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~ Aight N.Y. Theatres Present Good 
Argument i in Favor of Solo Films 


Ammunition for advocates of the 
single feature policy as a profitable 
one has been uncovered in a checkup 
of solo programmers competing 
against dualers in New York City. 
Strange aspect of such one-picture 
theatres is that in many instances 
they charge the same or higher 
scales than the nearest double-fea- 
ture house, although often playing 
behind the twin combos. 

Resume of such operations reveals 
that eight such solo houses cur- 
rently are operating in Manhattan. 





They are the Normandie, Plaza, 
Eighth Street, Fifth Avenue Play- 
house, 55th Street Playhouse, Little 
Carnegie and the Trans-Lux 52nd 
Street and 85th Street houses. 


Most outstanding example of an 
exhibitor being able to cpmpete 
against a twin-biller day and date, 
but charging higher admissions, is 
the 52nd Street Trans-Lux. It solos 
day and date with product showing 
at a Third avenue theatre, little 
more than two blocks distant. Trans- 
Lux gets 44c and the Third avenue 
cinema, 25c, though the latter uses 
two features. Loew’s Lexington, al- 
most across the street from the 
Trans-Lux house, duals often with 
the same pictures three or four 
weeks ahead of its opposition. 


Normandie and Plaza play subse- 


quent-run with higher scale than | 


nearby competitors playing dual. 
Eighth Street, which nearly always 
run solo features, recently showed 


‘The Letter,’ while the nearby 
Loew’s Apollo dualed the same pic- 
ture with another film. Eighth 


Street scale is higher than most op- 
position in the Greenwich Village 
where it is located, 

Little Carnegie, which is close 
enough to Times Square to be in 


competition to deluxe first-run 
houses, always has played single 
features, until recently almost en- 


tirely British and French features. 
Lately it has used American product, 
even though a month or more behind 
first-runs. Fifty-fifth Street Play- 


house also runs only one feature, | 
sticking mostly to foreign pictures, | 


but getting comparatively high ad- 
missions. Fifth Avenue Playhouse 
operated by the same group also 
uses a single foreign picture at an 
upped scale. 


SEATTLE MGR. HITS BACK 
AT HEARST’S RKO BAN 


Seattle, Jan. 28. 

No publicity and no art is the 
edict at the local Hearst rag, the 
Post Intelligencer, on all RKO pro- 
ductions. Ads will be taken, but no 
free publicity of any kind. This is 
the first local repercussion evi- 
denced, as a result of William Ran- 
dolph’s peeve against Orson Welles’ 
‘Citizen Kane.’ 

Vic Gauntlett, advertising manager 
for Hamrick-Evergreen, ran against 
the ruling this week, when he started 
ballyhooing ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) 
opening next week at the Fifth Ave- 
nue. His rejoinder is smaller dis- 
play ads in the Hearst paper for this 








‘committee which will handle the 





| 


opus, and larger space in the Times | 


and the Star. 





Car Giveaway Draws 


25%, of Town’s Natives 


More than 25% of the population 
of Poughkeepsie was drawn to four 
Paramount theatres in that town 
Wednesday night (22) through give- 
away of a Chevrolet car, promoted 
by Par as b.o. bait. 

Population of Poughkeepsie is 40,- 
000. 


Theatres played to 11,420 per- | 


sons and as a result of the success | 
Screenings for Greenthal 


of the stunt another car 
given away March 4. 


is to be 





Lyon Farnol Active 





Lynn Farnol, who recently re- 
signed as pub-ad head of United 
Artists, is handling a publicity cam- 
paign from New York for the famed 
public gardens in Charleston, S. C. 


He’s undecided as yet as to whether | 


he’il open a regular free-lance pub- 
lic relations office or not. 

Farnol currently is also doing 
publicity work for Greek War 
Relief. 


| ing’ 











NW Allied | 


Continued from page 7 








circuit, suggested that it be referred 


Guttman, manager of an independent | 
His sugges- | 


back to the committee. 
tion was followed. 


There was some opposition from 
the floor to the proposal to try to 
circumvent the consent decree 
through state legislation, but follow- 
ing much bitter debdte and resort to 
personalities, the decision was 
reached by written ballots, with only 
four dissenting votes, to get behind 
the proposed law and a fund was 
pledged to finance the necessary ex- 
penses, 

The measure will require distribu- 
tors to offer for sale to exhibitors 
their entire season’s product, with a 
minimum of 20% cancellation and 
the right to eliminate films which 
are objectionable for moral, religious 
or racial reasons. This will be in | 
place of the selling in groups of five, 
without cancellation privileges, in 
the consent decree. 

It also was indicated that the bill 
probably would outlaw forced buy- 
ing of shorts and restrict new theatre 
construction and circuit expansion. 
Harold Field, leading independent 
circuit owner, is chairman of the 





campaign for the measure. 


Field told the convention that his 
committee has been advised by 
capable counsel that the state has the 
power to enact such legislation, that 
it does not infringe on federal rights | 
and that its constitutionality un- 
doubtedly could be upheld in the 
courts. He also asserted that dis- 
tributors have indicated they would 
not oppose it. 

At the same time, Field warned 
the independents that opposition may 
come from PTA groups, the Legion | 
of Decency and women’s clubs who | 
‘mistakenly’ believe that the consent | 





decree abolishes block booking. He 
also pointed out the further danger 
of probable attempts to tack on to 
the measure a state admission tax 
and film censorship. 


IRELAND, WARY OF NAZI 
IRE, K. 0.S CHAPLIN ADS 





| garet Sullavan starrer, 


Kate Smith Deal 


Embarrassing 


—-_— 


Detroit, Jan. 28. 

For a little dash of exploita- 
tion, the United Detroit theatres 
here thought it would be a 
natural to invite the 1,000 sailors 
from the newly established 
Naval Training School at the 
Ford plant to a special showing 
of ‘Flight Command.’ 

Everything was proceeding 
nicely until the school went uh- 





der quarantine—with ‘German | 
measles’ of all things. 











With Par on Film 
Airings About Set 





Kate Smith broadcast next Friday | 
(31), with preview skit of ‘Western 
Union,’ winds up this radio pro-| 
gram’s present arrangement with 
20th-Fox for such advance sketches | 
|of forthcoming pictures. Robert | 


the broadcast in N. Y. Shortly aft- | 
erward, deal similar to 20th-Fox 
probably will be inaugurated by | 
Paramount with Miss Smith. 

Kate Smith cooperative film sketch 


'airing pact with Par has not been 


finalized, but is expected to be in a 
few days. Paramount is understood | 
lining up suitable films for such | 
radio sketches and the deal is re- 
ported contingent on arranging suf- | 
ficient number of pictures. While 
one film play airing would be from 
N.Y., bulk of them, covering a pe- | 
riod of about six weeks, would be 


| broadcast from the Coast, with Kate | 


Smith program likely to emanate | 
from Hollywood for launching of the 
Paramount series. 


U PLANS SUPER MIAMI 
‘BACK STREET’ TEEOFF 





Balaban, Par Theatre Execs Return 


From Chi; Theatre-Exchange News 





Barney Balaban, 
a dinner was held 
Thursday night 


in 


mount, returned to New York Satur- 
day (25), 
h.o, execs, among them Austin 
Keough, Leonard Goldenson, Stanton 
Griffis, Adolph Zukor and Leon 
Netter. 


At the same time, operators and | 
in the Paramount theatre | 


partners 
organization left Chicago Friday | 
(24) for their respective headquar- | 
| ters throughout the country. 
Winners 
drive who went to Chicago on the 
cuff to receive awards for best re- 
sults at the b.o. during the campaign 
| from Thanksgiving to Christmas, 


'also left for home that day. 


The 55 men doing the top jobs 


|during that period are as follows, 


according to circuits in the Par the- 
atre empire: 

Comerford-Publix: Gregory Beck, 
Joseph Farrell, Carl Herman, S. A. 


| Young comes in from the Coast for Ammerman. 


Intermountain Theatres: Chester | 


| Petes. Jack Braunazgel. 


Jefferson Amusement Co.; S. E. 


Tanner, Jack Dahmer, W. L. Gelling. 


Interstate: E. J. Sullivan, John T. 
Floore, A. D. Deason, Jack King. 

M. & P. Theatres: Jack Goodwin, 
George Moffitt, Harry Botwick, Mor- 
ris Simms, Albert Hamilton, William 


| Hartnett, James Dempsey. 


Minnesota Amusement Co.; Ever- 
‘ett Olsen, Ralph E. Phillips, Wood- 
row Praught, Charles Zinn. 

Dominion Theatres: Willis 
Grist, Jr., Karl A. Wolever. 

Northio Theatres: Roy Peffley. 


Publix-Bamford: Frank Labar, 
William Keith. 

Publix - Rickards - Nace: A. G. 
Pickett. 

Tri-States Theatres: Harold D. 
Barnes, Lorenz J. Wegener, William 
Miskell, Edward Dunn. 

Balaban & Katz: William  B. 


| Holden, A. H. Bachman, S. R. Clag- 





Universal is planning its most 
elaborate away-from-Hollywood pre- | 
miere for the Charles Boyer-Mar- 
‘Back Street,’ 
when it opens in Miami, Feb. 4. List 
of newspaper critics and scribes in- 
vited and number of company offi- 
cials making trek to Miami is the 


| largest U has lined up in many years. 





London, Jan. 14. 

Although not officially indicated, 
ban on all ad matter for ‘The Great 
Dictator’ in Ireland must have had its 
impetus in country’s stringent neu- 
trality stand. Plates had alread 
been cast, it’s understood, when no- 
can-do edict reached editorial offices. 
Dublin has made every effort to 
prevent any hurt to Nazi feelings, 
though the Chaplin film’s screening 
is unmolested. 

Word-of-mouth was responsible for 
a terrific boost to the Chaplin picture | 
in London, and will probably func- | 
tion similarly in Eire. 





White Vice Joe Shea As a 


‘Land of Liberty’ P. A. 


Gordon S. White has supplanted | 
Joe Shea as special exnloiter in the | 
southern territory for ‘Land of Lib-| 
erty,’ all-industry feature, which is 
opening up all over the U. S. this 
week. Shea resigned after about 
two weeks in the southern tier of 
states to handle Greek War Relief 
publicity. He went on new job yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 

White is one of the four special 
exploitation men set to bally the 
picture in behalf of the entire in- 
dustry. Metro, which handling 
distribution, also is doing regular 
publicity, etc., on the film. 





1S 





Five United Artist pictures either | 


just completed or in rough cut are 


/ being viewed by Monroe Greenthal 


during his current visit to the Coast. 
UA pub-ad head left Friday (24) 
and is due back in about a week. 
He took plans for several ad cam- 
paigns west with him and will work 
out others with producers while on 
the Coast. 

Films Greenthal is seeing are | 
‘Broadway Limited’ and ‘Topper’ at 
Hal Roach studios; ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
(Roosevelt), ‘That Hamilton Woman’ 
(Korda) and ‘That Uncertain Feel- | 
(Lubitsch). 


'top studio officials, 


y | theatre, 


| plan 


Besides home-office executives and 
Deanna Durbin 
will head the list of celebs. Bruce 
Manning, producer of the film, also 
will go from Hollywood to the pre- 
miere. Picture opens at the J.incoln 
Miami Beach,. Feb. 4, and 


| present indications are that ‘Back 
Street’ will start its run at the Rivoli 
| theatre, New York, the following | 


day. 
Besides the banquet on the pre- | 


}miere night at the Miami Biltmore 
| hotel, 


where Universal guests will 
headquarter, a dinner party at the 
| Beachcomber, another affair at the 
Ben Marden club and a special day | 


| at the Hialeah race track are on the 


agenda set this week for the pic- 


ture’s premiere festivities. 





RKO’s New Publicity-Ad 
Quarters Nearly Ready 





With remodeling and rearrange- 
ment of the 10th floor in the RKO 
building now nearing completion, 
RKO picture company’s advertising- | 
publicity-exploitation department | 
likely will take over its new quar-| 


| ters on this floor in about 10 days. 
It is now mainly on the 12th floor, 
along with the RKO theatre pub- 
licity-ad department. 

New quarters will include all pic- 


ture publicity and advertising staffs, 
as well as Terry Turner’s road ex-| 
ploitation-publicity men. Former 


| space used by the ad-publicity de- 


partment will house company attor- 
neys. 

Moving of the ad-publicity forces 
is the first step in the company’s 
to realign and simplify the 
home office quarters. Effort is be- 
ing made to keep theatre divisions 
and film company departments seg- 
regated. 

Bob Boehnel has added to his gen- 
eral duties on the RKO homeoffice 
publicity staff the chores formerly 
handled by Jimmy Boyle. Boyle, 


who joined the RKO field exploita- 
tion staff in Cincinnati a couple of 
| weeks ago, was tradepaper contact. 


Boehnel is brother of Bill Boehnel, | 
| N.Y. World- -Telegram crick, 


| gett, Harry Oldenhal, 


| tary; 


the 


Walter Lyons, 
Kenneth Edgerly. 

Publix-Great States: Mortimer E 
Berman, Walter F. Grometer, Frank 
Staley. 

Indiana Theatres: 

United Detroit 
Field, Frank Upton, 

Paramount - Richards Theatres: 
Oliver Epps, Melvin Greenblatt. 
Raleigh Sharrock, Robert Hines, 


Guy W. Martin. 
Theatres: Clark 
xyrant Hawkins. 


| Robert Blair. 


Malco Theatres: 
J. R. McEachron, Henry Brownlee. 

All but Grist and Wolever, win- 
ners in the Dominion theatre group 
of Virginia houses, were present at 
the festivities in Chicago. 





N. J. Allied’s Election 
Trenton, Jan. 28. 
Lee’ W. Newbury, of Allenhurst. 
was renamed president of the Allied 
Theatre Owners of New Jersey at the 
organization’s annual business meet- 
ing held at the Stacy-Trent here. 
Other officers reelected were Mor- 
ris Miller, of Passaic, vice-president: 
Harry Lowenstein, of Newark, secre- 
and Dave Snapper, of New 
Brunswick, treasurer. Members 
named to the executive committee 
included John Waxman, of Atlantic 
City; Florence Rose. of Bridgeport; 
and Sam Franks, of Hammonton. 
Delegates to the session were en- 
| tertained at dinner at the home of 
Mrs. Helen B. Hildinger, president of 
the Hildinger Enterprises. 


Tickell Moves 
Calgary, Alta., Jan. 28. 
Fred W. Tickell, formerly assistant 
manager of the Capitol theatre here. 
has taken over the 


the Princess, Edmonton. 

Bert H. Wiber, floor manager of the 
Capitol, has been made assistant 
manager, 





Lewis Moves to Seattle 

Seattle, Jan. 28. 
New blood from Chi for the Ster]- 
ing Chain is indicated by appoint- 
ment of Melton Lewis as assistant to 
Jerry Ross, manager of Palomar. 
Lewis was with H. & E. Balaban, 
Inc., in Chicago for eight years as 
manager of Commercial theatre. He 

succeeds Bob Heitmiller, resigned. 
Jim Andrus, formerly assistant to 


Bill Hartford, city manager for 
Evergreen at Everett, is now city 
manager at Bellingham. Elmer 


| Swanson is new assistant at Everett. 





Duke Prince Switches 
Marietta, O., Jan. 28. 
Duke Prince, manager of the Ohio 
|and Strand theatres here for the past 
two years, has been transferred by 


W. | 


| 


together with other Par! jy fF Cox, 


in the Balaban theatre | 


in whoseshonor | ville, to manage the Imperial and 
Chicago 
(23) in signalizing | | Scanlon, of Jamestown, N. 
his fifth year as president of Para- | 


Quimby houses. He leaves Feb. 1 
| and will be succeeded by Joseph 
Y. 


Wylie Minton and Ralph E. Smith 
have purchased the Vinton, Mc. 
| Arthur, O., from Bruce Welch and 





Watts Buys Muse 


Omaha, Jan. 28. 

Harry Watts, vet manager, became 
sole owner of the Muse theatre last 
week when he bought the half 
owned by Mrs. August Herman, 
widow of the pioneer theatre oper- 
jator of Omaha. Watts, formerly 
manager of the Blank Riviera and 
| Rialto here, first bought out Irving 
Gossick’s half interest. 





Hyman Back to Detroit 

Eddie Hyman, operating executive 
|of the United Detroit Theatres group 
in the Paramount chain under Earl 
J. Hudson, left New York Monday 
(27) to return to Detroit after home 
loffice conferences relating to film 
| buying problems and policy. 

In addition to conferring with 
Leonard Goldenson, h.o. theatre de- 
partment exec, Hyman went up to 
Larchmont to discuss matters of im- 
port with Sam Dembrow, Jr., who is 
still confined to his house recover- 
ing from a broken leg. 





RKO’s N. Y. Promotions 


Edward Sniderman, division ex- 
ploiteer in the Bronx, N. Y., for RKO, 
becomes manager of Proctor’s, New- 
ark, replacing Robert Ungerfeld, re- 
signed, in a new group of promotions 
and shifts in the company. 





Stanley Wilcheff, assistant to John 
Cassidy on publicity at the h.o., suc- 
ceeds Sniderman, while Raymond 
Malone takes over the former 
Wilcheff duties. 

Assistant managers transferred to 


| similar posts include Philip Nemirow 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Remmel Young, | 


from the Empire to Alhambra; John 
Conhaim from Alhambra to the Re- 
gent, and Rodney White from the 


|latter theatre to the Empire. 





Balto Mayfair Opens (31) 
Baltimore, Jan. 28. 


Town’s newest house, the May- 
fair, will open Friday (31), with 
first-run of ‘A Night At Earl Care 
roll’s.’ On site of former legit Au- 
ditorium, new house was built by C., 
|W. Hicks, operator of local nabe 
| chain. 

Bill McQuay is managing. 

Sniderman Returns 
Newark, N. J., Jan. 28. 
| Edward Sniderman returned this 
week to Proctor’s theatre here to 


| 


succeed Robert Ungerfeld as man- 


| ager and local representative of the 


| RKO chain. 


management of | 


It was at Proctor’s that 
Sniderman got his start in the pic- 
ture theatre business 16 years ago as 
a cashier. Ungerfeld resigned from 
the job to join the Skouras Bros. 
Theatre Enterprises. 

After 27 years as operator at the 
Franklin theatre in Franklin, Arch 
Welch has decided to retire April 1. 
Welch, who is 76, started back in 
January, 1914, cranking one-reelers 
by hand. 





Bachman Gets B. & K. Prize 
Chicago, Jan. 28. 
Al Bachman, manager of the north- 
side Harding, won first prize in the 
Balaban & Katz managers’ division 
of the Barney Balaban drive. 
He drew a C-note and a 
vacation with ‘Pav. 


PAR HOLDS P. A FIZDALE, 
ALTHOUGH PACT IS UP 


week’s 


The Tom Fizdale agency, brought 
into Paramount as publicity special- 
ists about a year ago under contract, 
is continuin® with the company al- 


| though the contract which expired 


early in November has not been re 
newed. Under the agreement. Fiz- 
dale, not confined to any particular 


‘field, reputedly receives $500 a week, 
| plus allowances for expenses. 


The Fizdale agency is specializing 
mostly on radio for Par at present. 


| Whether a new term contract will 





he signed or not isn’t indicated. 





Berns on WB Payroll 


Sam Berns, radio gabber, has been 
added to the Warner Bros.’ pub- 
licity staff in New York. 

He’s retaining two spots on 
WBNX, the Bronx, doing motion 


Shea Theatre Corp. to Sento | picture chatter and reviews. 


i- 














—_— 


Wednesday, January 29, 1941 VARIETY - 
























Tops New York 
musement Field! 


Amusement advertisers know the best box-office medium! They know 











| which newspaper delivers the largest crowds. And they know that in 


New York the paper with the biggest box-office audience is The News! 


, So in 1940, amusement advertisers placed more advertising in The 
:' ; : News than ever before. For the second consecutive year, The News 
, 
{ led all New York newspapers in amusement linage. 


Amusement advertisers spend most money in The News—because 
. News-reading families spend most with them. Four star coverage of 
movies, the drama, and other theatrical events... top-notch column- 


ists ... the largest amusement audience... and a rock-bottom cost 










































































. make The New s your best bet for box-office results. To make 1941 / 
; a banner year, concentrate more amusement advertising in The News! ( 
s 
. 
; AMUSEMENT aovertisinc - New York Newspapers 1936-1940 
: 1936 . 1937 . 1938 ; 1939 . 1940 
Eagle 633,597 NEWS 659,543 Times 634,633 NEWS 660,771 NEWS 669,287 
a American 615,942 Times 651,689 NEWS __ 619,702 Times 646,051 Times 632,720 
: NEWS _ 600,057 Eagle 630,494 Eagle 570,904 Jrn.-Amer. 604,645 Jrn.-Amer. 579,423 
| ) Times 576,645 H. Trib. 605,186 Jrn.-Amer. 570,533 H. Trib. 590,654 Mirror 569,643 
4 Journal 555,569 Journal 542,833 H. Trib. 550,293 Mirror 551,792 H. Trib. 563,749 
P H.Trib. 520,667 Mirror 518,392 Mirror 491,117 Eagle 494,728 Post 491,241 
ht Mirror 461,523 Post 516,480 Post 467,331 Post 472,557 Eagle 474,843 | 
Sun 400,681 W.-Tel. 450,542 W.-Tel. 438,005 W.-Tel. 460,447 W.-Tel. 474,640 | i 
e W.-Tel. ” 397,691 Sun 444,303 402,223 Sun 465,117 2 
| : Post 395,698 Sun. Am. 120,527 TT ii E N BW Gy 
| Times U. 272,762 All Others 353,201 7 
+ NEW YORK’S eel PICTURE NEWSPAPER NEWS BUILDING 
a | TOTAL 5,430,382 5,493,190 4,744,741 4,911,722 4,920,663 
| NEWS Z of tot. 11.0 12.0 13.1 13.5 13.6 
pen SOURCE: Media Records, Inc. 
ub- { 
on | 
7 | AVERAGE DECEMBER NET PAID CIRCULATION EXCEEDED 1,900,000 pany... 3,600,000 sunpay 
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. shFilm Producer Gets Gov't OK ===! Lendon Studios = 


To Work, But Can't Get Actors Out Of 
Army; Technicians Plentiful, Though 


London, Jan. 

Troubles of the film ee this 
side nowadays can be fairly judged 
by mess facing John Argyle. 

Production boss of Rialto Pictures 
drew a release from military service 
in order to work on schedule of pix 
lined up to meet quota obligations of 
Monogram. Nod was given to ‘This 
Man Is Dangerous,’ best-selling who- 


dunit here, production details being 
jroned out with authorities and all 
set to go when Argyle hit unexpected 
snag. 

First one thesp and then another 
was found unobtainable, being under 
contract to War, and no sign of re- | 


lease. Unless he can sneak one past 
the guard some dark nite, Argyle 
sees he'll have to abandon ‘Danger- 


ous.’ 

Queer angle to the setup is tech- 
nicians, etc., are free of the draft as 
vital to picture industry. .Thesps 
don’t rate that importantly. | 





| They want 


Metro Sued in Budapest 
For ‘False’ Publicity In 
‘Wizard of Oz’ Campaign 





Budapest, Dec. 15. 
Amusing lawsuit shortly to come 
before a Budapest court is that be- 


tween Metro’s local branch and 
Mozgokepipari Co., distributor of 
Walt Disney’s ‘Snow White and 


Seven Dwarfs.’ 

When Metro presented ‘Wizard of 
Oz’ in Budapest, appearance of 700 
midgets in the picture was largely 
exploited by mewspaper publicity. 
Mongokepipari, reviving ‘Snow 
White’ at the time, considered this 
unfair competition, since 700 dwarfs 
might constitute a greater attraction 
than a mere seven in the Disney 
picture. Distributors sued Metro on 
these grounds, claiming that only 
three of the diminutive actors in ‘Oz’ 
were real midgets, the rest being 
children; moreover, that there were 
no more than 300 in all. In con- 
sequence, the plaintiff declared, pub- 
licity claim of 700 dwarfs figuring in 


the Metro picture was all humbug. 


Plaintiff demanded damages for loss- | 


es sustained by ‘Snow White’ through 
false data advertised by Metro 
A special performance is to be 


held for the court’s experts to state 
whether the population of Never- 
Never land consists of real midget 


dr ? +a lL 
lren, and to ke 
in order to ascertain thei: 


or just ordinary chil 
@ census 
number. 


“ENCHANTED FLUTE’ 
TO TOUR MEXICO 





Mexico City, Jan. 28 
So successful has the rendition by 


a Mexican company, featured per- 


former of which is Charles Alex- 
ander, American bass, of Mozart's 
“The Enchanted Flute’ been at the 
Palace of Fine Arts (National the- 
atre) here that the federal gove 
ment, sponsor of this ope 
agreed to allow petitions of ne 
state governments that the produc 
tion play their capitals. . 

This means a road tour of two 


months for the 


Pic Rights on ‘Hi Gang’ 
Sold by Foster for 246, % 


‘Flute’ company. 


London, Jan. 3. 
Contrary to rumors, ‘Hi Gang,’ last 
year’s most popular radio feature, 


headed by Bebe Daniels, Vic Oliver 
and Ben Lyon, has been purchased 
by Harry Foster, who has disposed 
of the film rights to Maurice Ostrer 
for Gainsborough Films, which, it is 
understood, will make it for Charles 
M. Woolf. 

Understood price paid Foster for 
film rights is $24,000 and percentage 
of the picture’s gross. 

Entire show goes on road as 
vaudeville unit for eight weeks, 
starting sometime in February, un- 
der the aegis of Foster and Tom 
Arnold, 


old 


| Ditcham would become head of 





- Bolle Back to to S. Africa 


Otto W. Bolle, 20th-Fox manager | | hundreds. 


for South Africa, plans to sail for his | 
home post from New York Feb. 1. 
He has been in New York and | 
Hollywood for the last few months 
conferring with company officials. 


BLOCK BOOKING 





| hands of A. D. Barr-Smith. 


_ London, Jan. 3. 
Anton Walbrook signed to male 
lead opposite Sally Gray 
‘Dangerous Moonlight.’ 


‘Atlantic FerrY’ added 
Michael Redgrave, Valerie Hobson 
and Griffiths Johns in addition to 
Margaretta Scott. Walter Forde di- 
rects. 


Warners’ 


British National's the 
| Dole’ proving a 
Latter needed for unem- 


ployed riots. 


‘Love On 


Chesterfield Films, Lt., 
to do ‘Blitzkrieg.’ 


indie unit, 
Production in 
Clifford 
Allen preparing screenplay. 





Par’s ‘Hatter’s Castle’ in final prep- 
aration under I. Goldsmith. J. B. 


| Williams script readied for start this 


SOUGHT BY — 
CUBANS 


|ering for Maurice Elvey to 


Paul Stein 
in lead. 
Kurt Alexander reported as again 

entering production here and dick- 

direct. 


month, with 
Robert Morley 


directing 





Alexander turned out ‘Sons of the } 
| Seas’ prior to running into alien 
trouble. 


Havana, Jan. 28. 
Exhibitors here generally want the 
lineup of blockbooking back. 
assurance of a steady 
flow of A-l product, which invari- | 
ably means American pictures, and 
are protesting vigorously against be- 
ing forced by the gov ernment to use 


native Cuban variety acts on any | 
regular schedule. Clause forcing | 
vaudfilm with Cuban artists in 
order to create local employment 
doesn’t work out for exhibs because 
the acts generally are so lacking in| 
ability. 

U. S. distributors deny all the} 
rental money is taken from Cuba, as 
charged, operating cost and high 
taxes keeping a big portion of the 
film rentals here. Also, they aver, 
that picture rentals are extremely 
low, with few theatres paying any 
real coin for product. 


Actual enforcement of the decree | 
has been held up for a few months | 
pending revision. One revision al- 
ready mentioned in _ discussions | 
would cut down the number of stage | 
acts. 











See Ditcham Settling U 
Pact to Head RKO British’ 


London, Jan. 28. 

Negotiations are in progress for 
Frank Ditcham, who represents 
Universal here with General Film 
Distributors, to accept a settlement 
of his contract with U, which has 
three more years yet to run for a 
imp sum. 

If this deal is consummated, 


RKO 


roe according to one 


nother possibility, which is re- 
ceiving credence in the trade, is 
that Universal will break with Gen- 
eral Films, with U organizing its own 
sales force. Ditcham to be in charge. 
General Films handles the sales end 
for U here. 


report. 





Hutchinson Returns To 
N. Y. From Sales Parley 


W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox for- 
eign sales chief, arrived back in New 
York last week from attending the 
Latin-American sales convention at 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. He was ac- 
companied by his assistant, Irving 
Maas J. C. Bavetta, company’s 
manager in Brazil, also came up 


from the convention and will be in 
N. Y. and in Hollywood during the 
next month. 

Latin-American managers attend- 
H. White, of Cuba; W. Sullivan, of 
Panama; William Morgan, of Trini- 
dad; J. O’Gara, of Chile; Santiago 
Chiesa, of Colombia; Eddie Cohen, 
of Venezuela; Carlos Zeno, of 
Puerto Rico, and Alfred Spiegel, of 
Puerto Rico. 


Gainsborough’s 346 


Londen, Jan. 3. | 

Profit of $33,704 was marked up 
by Gainsborough Pictures according 
to annual report. Net of $3,124 has 








been deducted from previous — 
debit, with company’s adverse bal- 
ance now standing at $54 1,900. 


Censor snag cutting into UA plans 
for ‘Spellbound’ were lifted when 
Board gave spiritualism film okay. 





Cast of ‘It’s Turned Out Nice 
Again,’ new George Formby pic, 
bolstered with Mavis Villers, Mavis 


, Clair, Margaret Ward, John Salew 


and Jill Hand. 





New Group Set 


To Entertain At 


British Shelters 


London, Jan. 3. 


New organization § calling 


| Shelter Instruction and Entertain- 


ments is in course of formation for 
the purpose of giving regular enter- 
tainments at Air Raid Shelters. Out- 
fit.which unofficially is being spon- 
sored by the St. Marylebone Borough 


| Council, is in direct opposition to the 


government entertainment service. 
Although latter came out with a 

flourish that it was going to provide 

regular entertainments to _ shelters, 


to date it has accomplished very lit- | 


tle, with the result that local shelters 


are clamoring for some form of 
amusement. 
S. I. & E. will provide mostly pro- 


fessionals, with sprinkling of 
standing amateurs. 
its own 


out- 
It is also formin 
unit, to provide 


: 
films 


non- 


inflammable films, with Ministry of 
Health contributing several health 
films. Also, the Ministry of Infor- 


mation will give lectures. 


Legit’s Final Curtain 
In Mex City Feared 


a boon to extras in the | ~. ; 
a | Biz not so good at other times, 


itself | ' 
| J. B. Priestley books, on 


in RKO’s | 

















| wine and spirit business near Ports- | 


' cabled his attorney 


London in Wartime 


London, Jan. 3. portant administration job at 
Not officially an holiday, in accord | War Office. 
with the government's wish for these | 
war times, day following Yuletide Del Judici, joint managing diree- 
nevertheless brought glad tidings to|tor of Two Cities Films, has been 
West End b.o.s as usual. “The Great/released from internment camp 
Dictator,’ playing the Pavilion at | where he has been since Italy en- 
Marble Arch, Gaumont, and Prince tered the war. Mario Zampi, his co- 
of Wales, did particularly smash biz. | director, is still behind the bars. 
‘Thief of Bagdad’ at Odeon also big. | — 
ex- | 








the 





gnc ; The Green Room Club, blitzed 
cepting for ‘Dictator. from premises in Leicester Square, 
py eee will soon be housed in Whitcomb 


Statement issued by Tom O’Brien, | Street—practically around the cor- 


boss of National Assn. of Theatrical | "€T- 
‘and Kinema Employees, indicates 
labor group opened up 17 new Rebert Donat has been lent by 


branches during the year, bringing in | Metro to Gainsborough Films to play 
nearly 500 extra members. title role in ‘The Life of William 
| Pitt,” which it’s doing for 20th-Fox 

Eric Wollheim staging new revue | Sng off deel : ome — gst 
to tour the sticks. Will star Andre oF cole ee mere to have 


Randall, Daphne and Jack Barker. | English release. 


Michael Balcon’s next big picture 
| will be ‘Ship With Wings,’ in which 
for the new Tommy Trinder picture, | he wil] be given full facilities from 
which will have a war background. | the Fleet Air Arm. Shooti ng starts 
Associated Talking Pictures will start | o¢ Ealing studios in February. 
shooting in March at the Ealing 
studios, 


J. B. Priestley writing the script 


John Gielgud shelved production 
of ‘Dear Octopus’ and Shakespeare 
Harry Levine has leased the Cam- | | plans, doing instead revival of J. M. 
bridge theatre for short season to! Barrie’s ‘Dear Brutus.’ Supporting 
stage afternoon boxing tournament. | players include Margaret Rawlings, 
Ursula Jeans, Roger Livesey, Ron- 
ald Ward, Leon Quartermaine and 
Mary Jerrold. All work at minimum 
salaries. 


Teddy Carr, head of United Artists 
here, off to America shortly. 





Lou Jackson’s Xmas present to 
Oscar Deutsch is a gold cigaret case| Stoll Theatres’ annual report in- 
studded with sapphires. He gave a} |dicates balance for year ended Sep- 
similar gift to Wilfred Phillips, the | |tember is $469,128. Figure is $10,- 
Odeon circuit booker. /000 up on previous year. 








H. Brasch, head of Optimo Films, Understood the George Formby 
leaving for New York. soon to join picture, ‘Let Georve Do It,’ hag 
his father-in-law, A. Pressburger. grossed something like $50,000 on its 

pre-release. U. S. rights reported 


» 29 
8. Rosentool, formerly head of Eu- sold for $3,200. 


ropean Film Distributors, off to| 

America as soon as he obtains his re- With the death of Lord Viv, 1an, his 

entry permit to England. ;}son, Anthony Vivian, inherits the 
snail title. Young heir has been cattle- 


| rancher, dance band leader, 
don theatrical press agen 


F. Zelnik scouring for bankroll to and Lon- 


produce three films based on trio of 
which he 





Although it would cost $120,000 to 
|put Leicester Square theatre right 
from its blitz damage, Charles M. 
Woolf is ready to go ahead with the 
repairs as soon as he gets permission 
|from the Ministry of Works. 


has option. 


Fred Karno is now operating a 
mouth. 


Conrad Veidt, in Hollywood, 
to release around 


gift purchases to 


now Captain George Foster 


Entertainment Officer for 
Guard zone. 


appointed 
“ his Home 
$1,500 for Xmas 

East End kids. 


Irene Vanbrugh Now 
‘Dame of Brit. Empire’ 


Projectionist shortage is occupying 
major attention of Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. 


Sound City Studios, for year ended | London. Jan. 3 
May 31, achieved a gross profit of Only theatrical name New 
$93,552 Indie production spot will; Year’s Honor List is Irene Van- 
have a net of $66,348 after deduction | brugh, who becomes a ‘Dame of the 
for debenture interest and directors’ , British Empire,’ entitling her to the 
fees. prefix ‘Dame’ (as the equivalent of 

eee ‘Sir’ for a man), awarded for her 

Exhibs regard with greater appre- Services to the stage. 
hension growth of entertainment Others honored are Professor Gil- 
councils within various fighting | bert Murray, who receives Order of 
| forces. Navy, army and airforce all | Merit for his literary work. He is an 


| have their own film setups, a sort of 


Due to New Taxation 


Mexico City, Jan. 28. 


Fear that Mexico’s moribund thea- 
tre will at last die on Feb. 1. or soon 
t+ 


after, is looming with the enactment 
by President Manuel Avila C 
of h 


amacho 
igher taxes for the entire amuse- 


~ 


ment business in this city These 
imposts go into effect Feb. 1. The 
entire industry is grumbling about 


the levies, but theatremen are roar- 


ing out loud. 
Theatremen aver that as most of 
ithe houses are just getting by and 


; ; ,; have been in that sad condition for a 
ing the convention also included H. | 


long time, the exalted taxes will 
mean curtains for these pitches. Even 
the vaudeville-revue theatres, about 
the only branch of the stage biz here 
that is showing a profit, albeit a thin 
one, have joined in this squawk. 
These showmen argue that high costs 
and so-so box-office make their going 
tough, 


but that paving higher taxes 
will be their finish. 
AUTHORS TO THESPS 
London, Jan. 3. 


Propaganda films continue to make 

thesps from w.k. authors. 
tecently stepping into celluloid for 
Strand Films are St. John Ervine, 
Greene, Cecil Day-Lewis 


mir 
Graham 
d George Blake 


| 


Australian who has translated many 
plays of Euripides, and is the author 
of a standard History of Greek Liter- 


advisory committee for 
the trade. 


contact with 





— ature; the director of the Royal Col- 
‘Aladdin,’ the West End's solitary | lege of Music. George Dyson, has 
pantomime, bowed in at the Coliseum | been made a Knight Bachelor. 

Dec. 24. Critics made it more wel- asics 

come than it merited owing to the 

dearth of stage shows ‘Blue Goose’ Chances 


Decision by Sir Oswald Stoll to re- Look Blue in London 


open his Shepherd's Bush Empire, London. Jan. 28 

) 1 ’ i Sr a 
London nabe house play ing vauade, | ‘The Blue ies e’ lightwe ght 

se igntw LP | 

ipporis tera wman’s wilits 

ppo : vete n showman’s mi litant comedy which opened at the Come- 
efforts to hypo stage affairs. He's dy Jan. 23, received nice welcome 

* - ad, l hi - \\ A ae 


been making frequent outbursts in 
trade and daily press, bearing down 
on where London theatres were head- 
ing through lethargy. 

Eleventh annual report and ac- 
counts of United Picture Theatres 
discloses profit in last fiscal year of 
$48,000, but after provisions and de- 
ductions, company is faced with loss 
of $108,000. This is about equal to | 
red of last year. 


opening night but is unlikely t 
tinue long. 

Bal Tabarin show, formerly at 
| the Casino here, is set to open at the 
| Coliseum Feb. 17, on a two-a-day 

policy. 


cone 





AND JUST A YEAR AGO— 
Aberdeen Theatres in Over 16G 
Divvy—Paid None in 1939 

London, Jan. 3. 

A line on upped provincial grosses 
can be gotten from a couple of items 
sneaking their way into this big 
town’s news. Caledonian Theatres, 
running Majestic and Belmont cine- 

Max Bacon has fractured legs due’ mas in Aberdeen. have just issued & 
to motorcar accident. i 7% dividend cheque plus $16,000 in 


Leslie Macdonnell has joined the 
Royal Air Force as Pilot Officer. 





is now a Squad- 
in the air force. 


Clifford Whitley 
ron Leader 


——s 


scsi hand. , 
Alan Grogan, formerly with Cen-{ Concern a year ago paid no divi- 
rs office, has now taken over im-j| dend at all, 


ie by 
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BELOW: “GWTW” returns to the Capitol, : : 
tds! Held over! | 


ss 





ie 
a 
oa 


(Yes, Mr. Exhibitor. The Miracle of Show Business is ex- 
ceeding even the wildest dreams in its return at reduced 
prices. Crowds! New records! Hold-overs everywhere! Put 
“Gone With The Wind” on your marquee. It’s magic!) 
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: AS OUR NIGHT 


/ 


/ Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

United eftivis © euse of Loew-lLew 
pre o Stars Fi March, M 
re s van and Frances’ IL ‘ ires 
4 if \ € j F Sf 

> ed by J ( miwe t 
as i lent xs, from? ‘ t n 

} M; Renuirque ‘ W m 
1 eis produc < ' ‘ ! 

Ik t bala e: iu Re nh 

} ewed at Gra s (hinese, Jat 21 
‘4 Ru ng 120 MINS 
Josef Steiner. ..cccecec red M 

OE ee Marx ! ' 
M Ste e¢ 
J 1 KE ROETN.cccccss . ! | 

Puls ache ss houses eeonns \ 

bire ‘ n } 1 
BECTTID . wccccscseve \ I 

hr , 1 h 4 

l h ON ceseses e ik ke 
cs \lex der G ach 
M Kern.. e ane . [t« an Bohnen 
An ers . ‘eee wees Sige Rumann 
Piwt 1 \W im Stack 
Barne Pre re ee ee Lionel Royce 
br. behr ioteneew en SC armawhe KMenst Deutsch 
Ss s Policem ae ... Spencer Charters 
Robel.. : needs Hans Schumm 
Police Captain. ...cecccces Walter Stahl 
PERCU. 626.006 cesebeoes e ip Van Zandt 
Gestapo Co fonel. c<ssscesso Bre rik Vogeding 
Ca DO caenbe eth ot oneesere cede Joe Marks 
BEIVIER.. coseccoceceseseseseses Gerta Rozan 
BIOTVCT cc escccccesesceceoes lames Bush 
PRIOR sn pcs csdcoesoosevesde kimory Parnell 
Bere. MORONOTE boc cecnsecees Kate MacKenna 


Animers’ Sister-in-law ith Angold 
err ; E dQward Fielding 
German Official...... William von Brincken 
The Harpy TITTLE (iisela Werbezirk 
The Pale Woman. . occ cccccccccss Lisa Golm 
Black Pig Proprietor -Adolf Milar | 


‘So Ends Our Night’ is the first of | 


a group of David L. Loew-Albert 
Lewin productions for United Artists 
release, Their first entry is a film 


version of Eric Maria Remarque’s | } 
| welcomes it. 


novel, ‘Flotsam,’ which spotlights the 
vicious persecutions of religious and 
political victims of Naziism in Eu- 
rope about 1938, and the continual 
flight of the refugees in front of the 
advancing Nazi influence in each 
succeeding country. 


Picture, decidedly overlength and 
filled with repetitious episodes, is a 
boxoffice problem. It’s a visual re- 
telling of press and magazine stories | 
that have had widespread circula- | 
tion during the past several years— 
but tediously slow to hold audience 
attention. It may hit par in a few 
metropolitan areas, but is dubious 
fare for genera] bookings. 


Story opens in Vienna just prior 
to Hitler’s grab of Austria, and virtu- 
ally chases the fugitives through 
every country of southeastern 
rope, until they finally land success- 
fully in Paris for permanent resi- 
dence. Story makes much 


the refugees, and the precious book- | 
lets can be bought from passport | 
bootleggers for a high price. 
out the official credentials, 
tims slip from one country 


the vic- 
to an- 


other—haunted by continual fear of 
as 
illegal entrants and deported across 


being grabbed by the _ police 
another border. 

Major script deficiency, 
ing for lagging audience inte 
the continual repetition of 
events in each city—arrival, 


and 
border. 


and deportation, 
across a new 


be developed in a tense dramatic 
manner, instead slips to the dull 
side. 


Fredric March, an Aryan political 
their 
a young 
another re- 
carry the main char- 
March ob- 
which 
to 


opponent of the Nazis and 
tenets; Margaret Sullavan, 
Jewess, and Glenn Ford, 
ligious .victim, 
acters as a refugee trio. 
tains a forged pas 
eventually allows him 


sport, 


to return 


| spiritualist like Swaffer 
this attitude, and finally arranged that | 

| if Swaffer wrote a foreword for the 

| picture, it 


| either true or 


| Another girl who has loved him since 


|/normalecy with the 
| that love casts off fear. 


Eu- | 
| about 45 years ago, Charles Frohman 
| produced it in New York and it was 
of the|a 
act that passports are life-savers for | 


With- he the young man; 


account- 
rest, is 
similar | 
hiding 
from the local authorities, disclosure 
departure | 
What should | 


SPELLBOUND 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Lon don, Jan. 10 
1 ed Art s ré ‘ bs ad An 
Ks ed a s ' 
LDerek Karr, \era ‘ Hi Lyirecte 
John Harlow sScreengy Mile M é 
lapted from Hugh Ber = nove The 
( cers mera \\ ‘ larve 
Guy Green. At I.ondon oY j & 
Running me, 75 MINS 
Laurie Baxte | F 
I ma Hilton. .ccccces Ve nds 
Mr \ ! l ‘ 
Mr. Cs } i t 
Mr. Me s A 
Mrs Stapleton, .cccccccees M 
Am Nuge i King 
POMIIR cy 640s enened ones Ww. G. t 
Mrs } xte WW fre 1) s 
Lady Laura Bethe r He 
OS ee ( Mc Laugt 
Mr. Nu Skewered es .. Came 1 Hall 
Mrs Nugent. CeO j 
This picture will attract more at- 


tention than ordinarily because the 
censor had banned it on the grounds 
it would offend spiritualists. 


juncture, Hannen Swaffer stepped 


into the breach and pleaded for it. | 


surprised that a 


would 


The censor was 


The 
the 


be 


only 


passed. 
wrote 


would 


newspaperman not 


| foreword, but had himself filmed de- 
| livering it, revealing himself to be as 


good an actor as he is a journalist. 
The foreword is brief and the 
claim is made that spiritualism is 
it isn’t, and that if true, | 
it can withstand criticism—in wg 
With this publicity 
there is bound to be a lot of interest | 


| in the film both here and in the U. S. | 


The story has a more or less ersatz 
plot, sufficiently interesting in the 
exploitation of its subject, which will | 
attract the arty populace. It unfolds | 
the struggle in the soul of a young, 
university student, who is obsessed | 
with the memory of a girl he loved, 
who died. He takes up spiritualism, 
| cee materializes at a seance, and the 
young man becomes’ unbalanced. 


childhood brings him _ back to 


The plot is a direct indictment 
against dabbling with the spirit 
world. Sardou dealt with this sub- 
ject in a play called ‘Spiritisme’ 


dire failure. 


A fine cast contributes sound per- | 


formances and the direction and 
mounting are adequate. Derek Farr 
his role calls 
for turgid dramatics, and he _ per- 
forms same _ without 


hysteria. Vera Lindsay’s character- 


|ization shines through sweetly and | 


sincerely. It is understood to be her 


| first appearance before the camera, 


and when she has had more experi- 
ence in that field, she’ll register more 
strongly. 

Outstanding hit is Hay Petrie, with 
a splendid piece of character acting, 
depicting a man who had devoted 10 
years to spiritualism and abandoned 


|it in time to prevent himself be- 


coming altogether unbalanced. 
The picture is well worth a visit, if 


| Only to see Swaffer. He is an im- 
portant lecturer on spiritualism. His 
platform manner is dignified and 
impressive. That ‘gink’ as Will 
Rogers used to refer to him. could 
play Hamlet. Jolo. 


Germany to see his dying wife be- | 


fore he carries Nazi officer Eric von | 
Miss | 
Sullavan and Ford meet and fall in | 
eventually reaching Paris with | 


Stroheim to death with him. 
love, 
right to live. 
March, Miss Sulla 
provide sterling 
their respective 


van and 
performances 
roles. Frances 


as March’s wife; von Stroheim is 
sinister Gestapo chief, and 
Cawthorn a kindly carnival 
ator. Leonid Kinskey and 
ander Granach are in for broad, 
ineffectual, comedy. 

Picture has been provided 
g1 rade A production in all 


departments, and rates tops in this 
line Most noteworthy is the art 
direction by Jack Otte and pho- 
tography by William Daniels. Direc- 
tion by John Cromwell is slowly de- 
liberate, accentuating much sideline 
detail. 

Glenn Ford, newcomer whose con- 
tract is shared jointly by Loew- 
Le’ win and Columbia, looks like one 


of the best juvenile finds of the year. 
Displaying plenty of ability and sin- 
Ford 
fastest 
widespread 


cerity in his first major part. 
indicates he can run in the 
company and generate 


public following. Walt. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Jan. 28. 





Hollywood, 
‘A Bashful Hero’ became 
Great Mr. Nobody’ at Warners. 
‘Back in the Saddle Again’ 
new title for Republic's 
Twilight.’ 
RKO switched from 
ness’ to ‘Footlight Fever.’ 
‘Kisses for Breakfast’ 
tag on ‘She Stayed Kissed’ 
ners. 


‘Song 


-Universal’s ‘Mysterious Dr. R.” was 


changed to ‘Man-Made Monster.’ 

‘Rookies on Parade’ 
the new title for 
Rich’ at Republic, 


Ford 
in 
Dee 
is excellent in two brief appearances 
the 
Joseph 
oper- 
Alex- 
but 


with 
technica 


‘The 


is the for 
at 


‘Show Busi- 


is the release ' 
at War- 


marches on as 
‘Youll Never Get 


Along the Rio Grande 


(WITH SONGS) 


; Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
RKO release of Bert Gilroy production 
Stars Tim Holt Directed by Edward 
Killy. .Sereenplay by Arthur V. Jones and 
Morton Grant: s t Stuart Anthony: 
amera, Frank Redman: film edite Fred- 
erie Knudtson: mgs by Fred Rose and 
Ray Whitley. Previewed in studio projec 
tion room Jan, 21, '41. Rur r time, 65 
MINS ree 
seas ret. Tee but “a Tim Holt 
mokey 2 COS eobees R: Whitley 
MNT 85 6:45 Rede aeie ns Ke Jane Rhodes 
WV ON ss od inweive ccewe J et Lynn 
OG: TARGA 4 ods oikccccceyi .... Robert Fiske 
sheriff.... Panaeeaiesdevee H Vr; ‘ 
NE 6 0/o. 6.0% alain ‘ e 
I wo ‘ 
, 
p> ; : 
This is a standard hoof-beater. fol- 
1OWlng story trails that have been 
covere (pee ial ns atsening he 
ver d pel os ana INnciude rie 
usual border pad men who are eve 
tually rounded up by the hero and 
his cronies. Major factors th; t k eep 
1c going are plentiful sequences of 
riding, shooting and elemental sus- 


pense aimed for 
enile audiences, 
| Tim Holt and his cowboy pals, Ray 
| Whitley and Emmett Lynn, launch 
la campaign to capture the border 
bad man, Robert Fiske, who hops out 
| Of Mexico to rustle cattle and stage 
various holdups. The trio join up as 
members of the outlaws, and there’s 
the familiar conflict and gun-play be- 
e the gang and Fiske are cap- 
tured. 

Young Holt displays a likeable per- 
sonality in the lead spot: while Whit- 


the action and juy- 


ley grooves neatly in the trio as a 
Singing cowboy. Short and be- 
whiskered Lynn, with his tall tales, 
is closely typed to George Hayes 
when the latter first started in the 
Hopalong Cassidy series He pro- 
vides comedy relief for the piece 

although some of the ec peen 
hucked for these many years. Betty 
iJane Rhodes ‘from radio) ably car 


At this 


take H 


mental attitude | 


exaggerated | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘So Ends Our Night’ (UA). 
Concerns European refugees. 
Productionally fine, but overlong 


and tediously slow, 

‘Spellbound’ (UA). Spiritual- 
ism film suitable on both sides 
ef the Atlantic. British-made 

‘Along the Rio Grande’ (RKO) 


Oft-told yarn of bad men along 
the border; dual supporter. 

‘Pride of Bowery’ (Mono). 
‘Fast Side Kids’ go to CCC camp; 
trite dualer for minor spots. 

‘Ridin’ On a Rainbow’ (Rep). 
Below standard Autry hoss 
opera; proves showboats and 
cowboys don’t mix. 

‘Man at the Gate’ (British). 


Sombreness of sea, story and ex- 
treme shortness of film (47 mins.) 
against b.o. outside England. 
‘Hatred’ (World). Dull French- 
made built around a husband 
and wife who hate each other. 








ries the femme lead, and sings two 
numbers with a selling personality. 


| bow,’ 


ling too well with pinto episodes usu- 
lally expected in an Autry production, 


favorite’s following will go 
and then likely wonder 
ever placed in such a 


Cowboy 
to see this, 
why he was 
film 

Starts off like a typical western, 
with Autry taking the season's 
profits made by cattlemen pals to 
the bank. Then there’s a stickup of 
the bank, a murder and the little 
heroine’s father hides the stolen 
monev on a showboat. Both heroine 
and father are entertainers on the 
boat, but he becomes involved with 
the yeggs, agreeing to help on the 
stickup to better his daughter's fu- 


even tries her hand at emoting. 
Autry does well despite the weak 
yarn and incongruous surroundings. 
His best song is ‘Ridin’ On a Rain- 
with supporting tunes mild in 
the extreme. Mary Lee is doubt- 
lessly versatile, but too much ver- 


Picture makes up in shooting and | Satility in this actually mars her ef- 


fast riding what it lacks in story | 
factors, and carries along at a con- 
sistently fast pace. Walt, 


Pride of the Bowery 


Katzman pro- 
fea- 


Monogram release of Sam 
duction. Stars ‘The East Side Kids’; 
tures Leo Goreey and Robby Jordan.  Di- 
| rected by Joseph H. Lewis; screenplay by 
George Plympton, from original by Steven 
Clensos; camera, Robert Cline. At Rialto, 
N. Y., dual, starting Jan, 24, ‘41. Run- 


ning time, 63 MINS, 


MUGEB..cccccce idbboadeeotsces see Gere 
| PRS ..cccceses covccecceeeess MODDy Jordan 
BIW. ccccccvece svescecotes eee Halnes 
MOTTON, ccccscccce Denedeesess CRIs FeeRe 
| errr ‘ eescccecesen enn BewGn 
POOWOO. vcccccecsece eevcee .David Gorcey 
SCTUNO. .cesecses eesceecee-SUNnShine Sammy 
RIGT : cccccoveseseess eseeeee Eugene Francis 
Blaine. cccoscccseccs eccccecess Mary Ainsley 
Captain. .ccccvcccccee ++ee+-Kenneth Harlan 


plot’s the same—and even a few of 
the faces are familiar. Last summer 


Columbia sent the Dead End Kids (a | wing 
remnant of the originals) to military | , 


academy; now Monogram sends the 
East Side Kids (still a remnant of 
the Dead-Enders) to a CCC camp. 
And writers Steven Clensos and 
Georre Plympton have = scarcely 
bothered to change an iota of the 
plot except for the locale. 

Result a hackneyed story that 
telegraphs its way almost from the 
opening scene and will scarcely 
please those who remember 
Academy.’ For the others, it will be 
acceptable enough for B support in 


is 


minor situations. Tale is straight- 
forwardly told with pleasing sim- 
plicity and with more than ade- 


| quate thespic and directorial skill. 


Leo Gorcey, who appeared to have | 
been completely reformed in mill- 
tary school, is reformed all over 
again at the Government’s expense 
in the current vehicle. His lineup of 
supporters includes Bobby Jordan, 
one of the original tough film mop- 
pets, and a couple of newcomers who 
satisfactorily fit into the scheme of 


things. The veteran Kenneth Harlan 
carries off the principal adult part 
with dignity, while Mary Ainsley as 


| femme interest is mild. 

Gorcey’s a would-be champ fisti- 
cuffer whose pals get him to a CCC 
setup under the impression he’s go- 
ing to a training camp. First thing 
he does is-get himself into a battle 
with the kid captain (Kenneth 
Howell) of the outfit, who refuses to 
report him after Gorcey socks him 
in the jaw. It takes. only minor 
imagination to know that when a 
tree falls, Howell will be in its path 


and Gorcey on hand to push him out | 
kid | 


of the way. And when another 
steals $100 from the commandant’s 
safe, who keeps him from getting in 
trouble by putting the coin back and 
getting himself caught while doing 
it? Gorcey, of course. 

Director Joseph Lewis has ob- 
tained maximum results from his 
Robert Cline 
high order for 

Herb. 


naterial while 
of 


work is 


! 
camera 
t film. 


type 


i RIDIN’ ON A RAINBOW 








(WITH SONGS) 

Republic | iction and release Stars 
Gene Autu tures Smiley Burnette Di- 
t ted by Lew TLanders Screenpl trad 
ford Ropes, Doris Malloy, from “story by 
Ropes editor, Tony Martinelli: camera, 
Villlam Nobles: musical supervisor, Raoul | 
Kraushaar; special music and lyrics, Jule 
Styne, Sol Meyer; song, ‘Ridin’ on a Rain- 
bow,’ by Don George, Jean Herbert and 
Teddy Hall Previewed In Projection 
Room, N. Y., Jan, 25, °41. Running time, 
79 MINS, 

GONE. crcccccseccccesscccecosecs Gene Autry 
PPO 6 6:5 6:0.60.5000006068 00006 <R0 Burnette 
I FT vapeeeenavawes e yy TT rir. lary Lee 
Sa , oeece oseeese Care Adams 
(‘a 1in | ett ‘ er Taylor 
Maria Ba t.. coccccee.- Georgia Caine 
Ma VARS. csvces ecccccceee- Byron Foulger 
iE. eee ee ecceccsers Ralf Harolde 
FRISCO. 00c0eeens% cocccccceces Jimmy Conlin 
UNI 6.6 Cb ewe Ese 6ON606800008005 Guy Usher 
Mor RN. ccccceseccocecees Anthony Warde | 
oO Billings. .ccees Coecececes Forrest Taylor 
den Carter. cccscccscctessecens Burr Caruth 

‘Ridin’ On a Rainbow’ is n’t likely 
to add much to Gene Autry’s popu- 
larity. Crooning cowboy star is out 


t most of the story. with 
yhere 


of his elemen 
4 4 


the showboat atmosy never mix- 





| raphy jobs. 


eid lH. W. 
The uniforms are different but the | 


‘Military | 


| family, 
Cornish fishing village caught in the | 


| arms, 


|forts. She has a silly little number, 
‘What's Your Favorite Holiday?’, that 


| marks a new low in screen absurdity. 


Smiley Burnette is smothered by sur- 
rounding talent. Carol Adams, who 
is dragged in at the last as an after- 
thought love interest for Autry, does 
a nice tap dance, too, and deserves 
a better break. Support headed by 
Georgia Caine is standard. 

Script is to blame for Lew 
Landers’ weak directorial job. Tony 
Martinelli was lax in editing the 
film, but William Nobles chipped in 
with another of his slick Cae 

ear 


MAN AT THE GATE 


London, Jan. 3. 
General Film Distributors release of G., 
Production. Stars Wilfred Lawson, 
Directed by Norman Walker. Screenplay, 


Lydia Hayward, Harold Simpson, from 
story by Manning Haynes based on poem 
by Louise Haskin. Reviewed at Gaumont- | 
| British private theatre. Running time, 48 | 
ieee, DOT. cccccs re . Wilfred Lawson 
es ON 606606650000 Mary Jerrold | 
 cobéeen ces Seccceee - Kathleen O'Regan 
CHUN. 0 ses cceceses -William Freshman 


Of simple make-up, but built on 
sound dramatics, feature’s awkward 


in fitting program schedules. Plus 
the rather sombre story, it is ques- 


tionable for 
country. 
Every 


business outside of this 


effort seems to have been 


made to lift it out of the briefie class | 


via holding shots and scenic fill-ins, 


but story format on its own is rather | 
| II.capé able of covering much ground. 


| Dealing with the wrath of the sea | 
and its continual toll of the Foley 
story builds from the small 


immediate horrors of war. 

Mary Jerrold, as Mrs. Foley, blends 
perfectly into this tale of a woman 
dreading the constant loss of mem- 
bers of her family, and finally con- 
vincing Wilfred Lawson he must 
forsake the thus giving a lead 
to their youngest son, whom she has 
skillfully protected from sea life. 
War outbreak and its subsequent call 
for all men smashes her dream. 

Cast does admirably. Lawson turns 
in a skijlful piece of underplaying, 
but picture as a whole is Miss Jer- 
rold’s, 


waves 


Director Norman Walker 
vehicle well. It’s an 
job of production. 


paced the 
unpretent 


(FRENCH-MADE) 

World Pictures release of Edward Cornig- 
lion-Molinier productior Stars Harry 
Baur features Gabrielle T y t Pierre 
Renoir, Albert Prejean and Robert Lynen 
Directed by Robert § ak From n¢ 


V ( P ( (Rarles 

S _ ; 
N b | week Y. 4 | ne ¢ 
67 MINS. . 
Cay n M« H Baur 
Mme Mollenard...ceccece De it 
INDE 8 ot vena vicina e Re r 
MPN UEC Sb c's occawawewnse ert Prejean 
Jean M I ert Lynen 
(In Fre nch; English titles) 

A drab, tiresome character studv 
of a man and wife who hate each} 
other. Possibilities on this side are | 
very limited, The English titles are 


of little help. 

Picture was produced in France in 
1939. 
try at this late date suggests that | 
it has been kicking around a long 
time without arousing the interest of 
a distributor until the market 
thinned out badly on foreign-mades. 

Harry Baur, veteran French actor, 
may assist the boxoffice draw, but 
unlikely that he will pull suffi ciently | 
to mean the difference between a 
flop or success. There won’t be any 
word-of-mouth for support. 

Major principals are Baur, as a 
s€a captain accused of smuggling 
and his puritanical wife, a 
hard-bitten matron who shares a-mu- 
tual hatred with Baur and has reared 
her two children to disrespect as 
wel] as fear their father. The plot is 


insignificant and unimportant ex- 
cept for being incidental to building 





| estros 
| teurs 


| ries were 


ious 


oO 


| friendly with Toscanini, 
|mitting at the 


The release of it in this coun- | that Feruccio Calusio was 


Italian’s recommendation, 





up the two characters 
and wife. 

Gabrielle Dorziat gives an excel- 
lent performance as the wife-mother, 
though she doesn’t come close to 
stgiling the honors from Baur, the 
blistering captain who performs 
brilliantly on becoming a paralytic. 
Lessers include Pierre Renoir, Al- 
bert Prejean and Robert Lynen, none 


of hus! 


band 


'of whom sparkles. 


Photography credited to Shuftan, 
is sub-standard. Char, 














John Barrymore 








ture. This injects the traveling en- 
tertainers and the heroine into the (am Continued from page |e 
olot—and unfortunately. It also’, ae A ’ , 
aaa Autry and his pal, Smiley |?" 4 play. Largely, though, time 
Burnette, into the showboat per- | Ws devoted to paying tribute to the 
| formances—eventually winding up in| actor’s glandular fortitude and his 
'a showdown with the real bank rob- | furious and spectacular energy. 
bers. Headlining talent were Fay, Fred 
Plot has Autry almost playing sec- | Niblo, Orson Welles, Charles Laugh- 
ond fiddle to Mary Lee, cast as | ton, Rudy Vallee, Reginald Gardner, 
Patsy, the little heroine. She tap- | Jack Benny, Adolphe Menjou, Rich- 
dances, swings several tunes and 


ard Haydn, Abbott and Costello, 
Harry Field, Hubert Brill, Johnny 
Mack, Emil Seidel, Sammy Cahn 
and Saul Chaplin. Barrymore was 
a delightful target for the persiflage 


hatched up by these lads. They 
laughed all around him, tumbled 
him, rolled him about, dealt him 
great thumps of larruping wit. Sen- 


timentality and platitudes were ver- 
boten. But real esteem felt for him 
was not hidden under the cloak of 
buffoonery and all manner of wild 
extravagance. 

Only sour note was the cramped 
quarters, strained to bursting by 350 
paying guests. There were no aisles 
in which to roll. 

Mock Funeral 

Fred Nibld launched the show 
with a mock funeral oration ‘for our 
dear departed brother, John Ring- 
ling Barrymore.’ 

‘How many of my wives have you 
been talking to?’ interrupted the 
honored guest. 

Niblo, unheeding, gravely went on: 
‘We see him now as we've seen him 
before, lying in his bier. And doesn't 
he look natural, or is it too early in 
the morning?’ 

Niblo was followed by other ma- 
of innuendo, These racon- 
searched (sometimes not 
carefully) for the right word. Sto- 
told with abundant and 

gestures. Unbuttoned 


too 


picturesque 


= ; | wit was on the dais. 
length (47 mins.) is likely handicap | 


Show business and pictures, which 
need an injection of gala turpentine, 


| could use profitably some of the in- 
spired talent. That is, if the boys 
| would clean it up a bit. 

Barrymore’s Response 


Barrymore responded nobly to the 
jesting. 

‘As I look about me 
painted on these facades 


and see 
of ancient 


y | vintage a look of unmistakable ami- 
ability, I know that I am no longer 
in the hands of the women I've 

|had my hair dyed five times,’ he 
said with becoming modesty, ‘and 
it has not in any way affected my 

| peculiar charm.’ 

Then, with peerless eloquence. he 
read ‘The Cowboy’s Lament,’ a poem 
by Gene Fowler. (This was strictly 
folk poetry.) 

Frank Fay, who characterized 
3arrymore as ‘a genial but capable 
bum,’ larded his discourse with 
laughs and displayed a timing he 
never bettered at the Palace. One 
high point of the evening was an 
uncensored radio script read by 
Welles, Barrymore and Vallee. An- 

‘other moment that brought every- 

| one cheering to his feet was when 

harles Laughton read a dramatic 
poem by Fowler. This epic dealt 
with the sinking of the Jervis Bay. 


Laughton gave it all he had. 


Those who were there will remem- 
ber the event for a long time It 
was nonsense, to be sure, but ad- 


mirable nonsense. 





| Toscanini 


—mmeancontinued from page 1=— ae! 








them available to him at any time he 
sees 


fit. 
Edward Johnson, 


the Met, continues 


general manager 
to be very 
frankly ad- 


son 


of 
outset of the sea 
engaged 
as conductor on Toscanini’s recom- 
mendation, that ‘Trovatore’ was re- 
stored to the repertoire also on the 
and it 1s 
the Czech 
ene 
the 


| gener rally believed that 
|soprano, Jarmilia Novotna, was 
gaged without being heard by 
Met management on Toscanini’s rec- 
ommendation, 

Toscanini’s successor at NBC may 
be Alfred Wallenstein, 40-year-old 
head of classical music at WOR. He 
completed a four-week guest engage- 
ment with the NBC orchestra 
urday (25). Bruno Walter, Leopold 
Stokowski and Serge Koussevitzky 
are being mentioned as other NBC 
guest conductors. 


Sat- 
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Screen Play by John Heston and W. R. Burnett 
From the Novel by W. R. Burnett 


in exrerUy opening 
from Newyork to LAL vane. sends. 
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oldiers at Fort Dix Surrender 


To Show Headed By Lester, Barnet 








+ 
By BERS GOLDEN | Expensive Echo 
Fort Dix, N. J., Jan. 28. | 
Lucky Strike moved in on the 


Fort Dix, N. J., Jan. 28. 
Expensive echo for CBS of the 
broadcasters’ batte with ASCAP 
was seen Saturday (25) night 
when Charlie Barnet’s band did 
a remote from here that was fed 
into the Lucky Strike ‘Hit Par- 


Army here Saturday (25) night with | 
its four-act-plus-band revue and got} 
a tremendous reception—after the| 
boys noted that even the general was | 
be lly-laughing. Solid phalanx of gold | 
braid and service medals in the front 
pews apparently had _ the buck | 
privates buffaloed in the early por- 





: ade.’ 
tions and performers agreed after- Metwork sent a production 
ward it was one of most unusual ‘ s 


man, Clint Johnston, all the way 
down here, (75 miles) to do 
nothing but watch that the two 
numbers Barnet aired were as 


audiences for which they had ever | 
worked. Boys were obviously enjoy- | 
ing themselves, but apparently just} 
couldn’t overcome at once the form- 


alities of rank on the drill fied) jer schedule (BMI) and that he 
sufficiently to let themselves go. | didn't err and play an ASCAP 
Show consisted of Jerry Lester, tune. 


m.c.; Gali Gali, Egyptian magi; Dean 
Janis. warbler, and Floria Vestoff, 
terper. With them was Charlie Bar- 
net’s band and vocalists, Bob Carroll 
and Lena Horne, 


Orch is cut into the ‘Hit Parade,’ 








FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


; > imme ear. | Ozzie Nelson Orch (15) with 
originating in the N. Y, CBS studio, Roseanne Stevens, Harriet Hilliard; 
for two numbers. It also backs up Catherine Harris, The Ghezzis (2). 
the acts, which perform for the 


Johnny Downs, Bob Dupont; Shorts 


visual audience before, between and and Newsreels. 


after the cut-ins. Whole thing runs 


about 90 minutes and is repeated | : ; 

three hours later for the Coast re- Ozzie Nelson and Harriet Hilliard 
broadcast and a new bunch of are the billtoppers here, but the 
soldiers. strongest returns are garnered by 


Acts are touring the Army-post the Ghezzis, Bob Dupont and the 
circuit each Saturday night for, Nelson vocalist, 
Luckies, this being their third stop.| Others with less punch would have 
Bands change each week. Small! put the bill in trouble; as is, it’s a 
auditorium, seating about 450, the, fairly strong layout. 
only one complete at Dix, handi-| Nelson doesn’t seem to try. His 
capped the show on number of boys) announcements and songs are of- 
it could play to. First week, at Fort) fered lackadaisically. He leaves the 
Myer, Va., show werked on a stage| stage in numbers which don’t con- 
built in the center of a riding ring} cern him, leaving the band to work 
with 1,750 present at each perform-| jtself. In itself, that’s nothing to 
ance. Quantico (Va.) Marine base,| quibble about, but when it’s re- 
the second week, had a new theatre! peaed as often as at this showing it 
with balcony and full-stage equip-| becomes too noticeable. Also, the 


ment and seated 2,048. | leader and band seem to care little 
When Ted Long, Lord and Thomas | that there’s an 


audience. At one 
ad agency vroducer. who put the point when caught Nelson com- 
show together arrived here on; municated with some one in the 


Wednesday (22) he discovered the| wings by lip movements and nods 
stage was even too small to hold the| under full spotlight. Band members 
band, let alone give the acts room to! found Bob Dupont’s turn so uproari- 
perform. That required a quick re-! ously funny that several of 
modeling job by a local contractor | howled louder than anyone on the 
On overtime, setting Luckies back other side of the footlights, mean- 
$220. | while conversing among themselves. 
Just a sufficient number of tickets) Latter was true throughout the 
to fill each house for the two shows | show. 
are printed by L & T. Ducats are! Musically, the group is okay. It 
distributed through Army officers to) has faults, but they’re not repeated 
deservine members of their detach- | often enough to make a bad impres- 
ments. Shows, just as they did here,’ sion. One of its best points is the 
usualiy also draw heavily from top tempoes it slides under pops and 
officer ranks, the biggies being ac-' novelties and as background for Miss 
companied by their fraus or their , Hilliard and Miss Stevens. In direct- 
eis, | ing the various speeds, to point out 
Lester and Gali were the sockeroos | another Nelson fault, is his method 
of the performance, the femme acts! of batoning. When the band hits 
and the band definitely taking second a fast pace he waves his stick at half 
place. Gals were greeted on their speed, never changing his position, 
entrance with plenty of hand-patter | always with back to audience, the 
and just a few whistles, but the baton arm going in monotonous, trip- 
soldiers were mere than polite all | hammer fashion. 
the way. | Catherine Harris, ballet tap dancer, 
Infectious goo¢ :umor, informality | is first of the acts on. Her pedal 
and stream of gags from Lester was| manipulations on a set of stairs are 
what won the boys to really letting | attractive fare. She varies her work 


themselves go. Many of the gags| with half flips and covers several 
were standard m.c. material, lifted | tempoes in her routines. Wound up 
by one introducer from the other. 


with a solid hand on a military tap. 
but Lester smashed everything over| Miss Stevens, with Nelson for 
and pretty much set himself as the | some time, does an outstanding job 
perfect m.c. for an Army show. |on vocals. She has an easy, clear 
Gali, employing precisely the same| style of delivery, particularly suit- 
routine he has been using for years| able to rhythm tunes. Works out 
on the stage and at such niteries as| here on ‘Five O’Clock Whistle’ and 
the Rainbow Room, N. Y., was as| ‘Nobody’s Baby.’ 
skillful as always in getting himself} Paul and Nino Ghezzi have been 
two topnotch stooges from among the | doing their topflight balancing for a 
officers’ corps. long while. Yet it seems never to 
Floria Vestoff, tall blonde. revealed | lose its appeal. There is little. if 
nifty gams but, due largely to the any, change in their pattern, even to 
skimpiness of the platform, got in 


the finale ‘upside down jitterbug’ 
only minor terp work Neatly- | and the falsetto ‘thank you’ and an- 
designed costume, puh-lenty brief | nouncements by one of them. 


Audi- 
yet sufficient covering to avert any | ence response was heavy. 


possible squawks, earned the hoofer Johnny Downs, from pictures, 


most of the palm-pounding. Dean! wastes no time with salutations and 

Janis, attractive redhead, gained| Hollywood drivel. He gets right 
| 7 2 

only mild enthusiasm with her) down to cases, but the ovening tune 


voralizing. 


could be better. He makes no pre- 

2a rn eat’ . ar 4 FY + ; 
Barnet’s band, ear-blasting even in| tense about having a voice, though 
Broadway's giant Paramount theatre. | it’s not bad. ‘Minuet in G’ starts 


was almost beyond endurance in the | him off, followed with ‘Day by Davy’ 


small, wooden recreation hall. There! from one of his recent films. He 
seemed to be jitterbugs even in the, puts a lot of energy into his de- 
Arniy, however, for while the front | livery. Turn is pleasant enough and 


benches were politely appreciative 
lads in the back gave it their all and 
yelled out requests even for some of 
the more remote tunes Barnet has 
pletterized. He handles his feet well. 

New chirper with the ovtfit, Miss Bob Dupont’s juggling is as effec- 
Horne used her dark hair, flashing , tive as ever. Like the Ghezzis, his 
eyes and gleaming teeth to better| routine hasn’t changed, the comic 
advantage than her pipes. And when! juggler eliciting healthy returns to 
she gave out with a vicious shim-| his delayed style of tossing rubber 
sham, she really had ’em where she, balls and Indian clubs. Winds up 
wanted ’em. Bob Carroll, carrying | with the bit wherein he eats an ap- 
the male vocalizing end, scored, ple during its rotation tossing with 
mildly, about as might be expected. two other objects. 

Long’s production kept the show! Miss Hilliard’s work is sirnrising- 
tightly-paced and was well-planned ly weak. Her vocals of ‘That’s for 
to sive the impression of bulk worthy | Me,’ with original lyrics. and a 
of 90 minutes despite the fact he had / slushy, sentimental piece, titled ‘To 
only four acts to work with. Length! a Little Boy,’ are not effective. The 
of each turn was shrewdly judged,! applause was moderate. Encore is a 
Gali Gali being the only one who had; long original, ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody.’ 
difficultv begging off. Lester’s bit at Band tops off the layout with an 
the finale was the single spot where! original number depicting various 
trimming would have been in order.| types of people and their jukebox 
Lavout proved virtually a nerfect | favorites. 
setup. however, for the audience to| Biz was poor, 

shich it was designed to appeal. | worse. 


gets better at the finale when he gets 
off a long session of apparently im- 
promptu jitterbug-styled terps. Rug 
cutting got him a deserved response. 


but weather was 
Wood. 


| Ray Kinney Orch 


| Once the opening act, 


Roseanne Stevens. | 


them | 


STATE, N. Y. 


with Meymo 
Holt, Aloha Maids and Alfred 
Apocca, Adelaide Moffett, Steve 
Evans, Cass, Owen and Topsy, The 
Five Canestrellys; ‘Love Thy Neigh- 


| bor’ (Par). 





the Five 
| Canestrellys, is out of the way this 
| show simmers down to a fairly quiet 
hour. It’s a quaintly strung together 
| bill: two acrobatic turns, a girl singer 
visiting from the other side of the 
railroad track, an impersonator and 
an Hawaiian musical potpourri. 
'Cause for laughter is limited. 
Evans does a mirthsome study of a 

Polski drunk and the knockabout 
tacrobatics of Cass, Owen and Topsy, 
|the remnants of a once very funny 
|} combination, manage to bring out an 
, oceasional chuckle. 

Ray Kinney has the closing spot 
}and his Hawaiian roundelay, while 
soothing and melodious, seems to run 
|}on and on, The payees anyway get a 
| pretty good idea of how they enter- 
, tain themselves around Waikiki with- 
j}out going to the expense of a cruise. 
As an exponent and interpreter of 
Hawaiian music Kinney is on a level 
with the best of them on either stage 
,;or phonograph records, and as an 
| added asset there’s his showmanship. 

Kinney’s act is neatly knit 
diversified. The standout in his 
troupe from the optic angle is petite 
Meymo Holt. Her’ style of hip- 
grinding and the attendant contours 
| make it easy to forgive the preceding 
flood of plain and fancy crooning. 
Kinney could perhaps perk things up 
in no small way if he spotted her 
twice in the runoff instead of saving 
her just for next-to-closing. The act 
carries four more hip-weavers, the 
Aloha Maids, and their interpreta- 
tions of native rhythms likewise 
make a strong appeal to the eye. In 
the vocal department Kinney supple- 
ments his own contributions with the 
interpolations of a romantic crooner 
and a lad who can give in either 
soprano or baritone. 

The Canestrellys make a sock oc- 
casion of the teeoff. Their ladder- 
balancing is brightly dressed and 
executed with mounting excitement. 
They hold the spectators breathless 
with a trapeze bit. make cute use of a 
couple of pooches and bring their 
act to a wham finish with a two- 
person byplay ef gymnastics on an 
unsupported ladder. At the 
caught theirs was the top sendoff. 

In addition to his Polski inebriate 
Evans geis away nicely with his im- 


| 


Steve | 


has been using it as a ribbing crack 
in all his nitery excursions, finding 


particular sympathy with the show- | 


wise bunch. 

Miss Shutta, for her part, while 
looking very well and still a topflight 
saleswoman of her vocal talents, 
doesn't do herself fullest justice with 
the type of songs she employs. ‘Isn't 
That Just Like Love’ is an 
opener, but the George M. 
excerpt, ‘Indians and Trees,’ 
trite a recitative theme for 1941. 
Like Belle Baker's former wont, 
Miss Shutta also leans to baby songs, 
and her ‘My Son, My Son,’ with that 
Al Dubinesque pome out of L. 
Wolfe Gilbert, is overboard. 

Johnny Woods, with his mimicry 
and takeoffs on radio talent, etc., 
paces the show well, but the entire 
procedure is fulsome in what it has 
to offer. Jack Teagarden, with his 


is too 


| 


| 


a 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Henry Busse’s Orch with Billy 
Sherman, Fuzzy Combs and Otto 
Glaeser; Quentin Reynolds, Emerald 
Sisters, Berry Bros. (3), Johnny 


| Wood; ‘High Sierra’ (WB), reviewed 


okay | 
Cohan | 


imposing brass team of seven plus | 


his own terrific trombone, overdoes 
the band routine. The combo of 16 
includes four reeds, piano, bass and 
drums. Teagarden swings ‘Dark 
Eyes,’ ‘Somewhere a Voice Is Call- 
ing’ and numbers on that order. 


| Vocally featured are David Allen and 


and | 


be a good idea in general. 
' 


| 
| 
| 


| Sisters 


| Dancers 


| 


show | 


personation of Jack Oakie’s imper- | 
sonation of Mussolini in Charlie 
Chaplin’s “The Dictator.’ In either 


instance the studies are well etched 
and diverting. For an encore Evans 
does something that he describes as 
an impersonation, without makeup, 


of the late Lon Chaney in ‘The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame.’ It’s one 
of those things that can be easily 


overlooked. 
The socialite Adelaide Moffett, who 


follows Evans, is perhaps handi- 
capped in that she comes on sans 
introduction or buildup. Though 


better known to cafe society, this tall, 
slender berutv is no stranger to a 
stage mike. If the pop ditties that 
she pours into this selfsame mike 
come out without thet thing that 
tingles the emotions of the listener, 
the customer at least finds her a de- 
lightful eyeful and the distaff side of 
the audience, in particular. can ad- 
mire that gown which she wears 
with so much elan. 

Cass, Owen and Topsy step out in 
the ensuing calm for a mixture of 


knockabout comedy, and the results | 


are of the nip-and-tuck sort. The two 
girls and their male escort try hard 
with acrobatic lowjinks. What drags 
the routine down most is its lack of 
spontaneity. The act was replaced 
by The Briants for the final show 
the ovening day because of illness. 
and the latter continued the rest of 
the week. Odec. 


BEACH, MIAMI BEACH 


Miami Beach, Jan. 13. 
Ethel Shutta, Jack Teagarden orch 
(17), David Allen, Lynne Clark, 
Vally and Verdyn Stapleton, Johnny 
Woods; ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). 


Latest Paramount house, 
seater on Lincoln road in Miami 
Beach, is called the Beach. Situated 
on the swank shopping street known 
as ‘the 5th avenue of Miami Beach,’ 
it’s in the Publix tradition, circa 
1925, which means it’s rather on the 
gingerbread side in decor. 

House opened a fortnight or so 
ago, its capacity divided between the 
major lower floor of about 1,000, the 
rest in the loges and balcony. Shows 
open here Thursday, through Mon- 
day, with two days of straight pix 
intervening, following which the 
same show shifts to the downtown 
Olympia in Miami. 

A keynote of this show is Ethel 
Shutta’s crack 
‘I will now sing some of the songs 
you used to love back in 1940.’ It’s 
a popular quip apparently because 


a 1,700- 


the audiences recognize it and are 
further educated into the BMI- 


ASCAP situation by extensive press 
buildup for the NAB cause by such 
papers as the Miami News, which 
owns WIOD, an NEC link, and oth- 
ers. George Jessel, playing here and 
at the house, the Olympia, 
dittoed previously, and the comedian 


sister 


to the audience that | 


|plause being first 
| the p.m. 


Lynne Clark. Paul Collins whams 
over a nifty drumstick specialty. 
Entr’acte are Wally and Verdyn 
Stapleton with their concerted taps. 

Teagarden gives Roy Bargy’s ar- 
rangement of Victor Herbert's 
‘March of the Toys’ a spotlight trail- 
er with a_ special announcement. 
Emcee Woods’ mimicry embraces 
takeoffs on Fred Allen, Vallee, Kal- 
tenborn, Boake Carter, Calloway, 
Winchell, Bernie, Cantor, Chevalier, 
Jolson, Amos ’n’ Andy, Uncle Ezra, 
et al.. some good, some not so, but 


altogether too much. Pruning would | 


Abel. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 





San Francisco, Jan. 22. 


Lowe, Hite and Stanley, St. Claire 
and O’Day (3), Fredericks 
and Lane, Nelson and Knight, Rogers 
(3), Peggy O'Neill Line 
(12), Charles Kaley House 
(12); ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) 


Stage plays second fiddle to screen 
this week, one act even being a re- 
peat, but the payees are finding 
ample opportunity for palm pound- 
ing, particularly in the case of the 
next-to-closing turn, Lowe, Hite and 
Stanley. 

Team gets laughs just walking on, 
normal-sized man being flanked by 
a dwarf and a 7-foot-9 giant. Eerie 
combo has evolved a smooth panto- 
mimic bunch of foolishness predi- 
cated on their freak measurements. 
It had the mob in stitches and beg- 
ging for more. The midget is a top- 
flight trouper in his own right, doing 
a solo tap routine which is plenty 
slick. Fellow takes a lion’s share of 
tossingabout, and makes it look easy 
through fine timing. The big boy 
is surprisingly light on his tootsies 
in a mass tap attack and the normal 
foil holds things together nicely. 

Opening this week in place of the 
traditional acrobats are the St. Claire 
Sisters and O'Day, unicyclists, latter 
being the backbone. Looks some- 
thing like a father and daughter act 
with pop carrying the load—but 
neatly. Plenty fast on the one- 
wheeler, including one-foot opera- 
tion and a sissy bit from a high 
perch which landed solidly. 
set the show underway nicely for 
Chester Fredericks and Gloria Lane 
Boy was originally discovered here 
in Frisco by Gus Edwards and is 
speedy on his feet. Solo comedy 
steps reveal lightning in his shoes, 
burlesque ballroom and trick stuff, 
such as jitterbugging with a partner 
who never moves, keep the laughs 
coming. Femme half upholds her 
part, which includes giving the boys 
an eveful to the extent that she 
sometimes detracts from Fredericks’ 
pattery feet. 

Billy Nelson and Irene Knight fol- 
low, repeating some of the material 
used here a few weeks back, but 
with enough new stuff to pass okay. 
Nelson’s e 


Sy-going gagging, goofy 
Impersonations and cut-up stuff 
while Knight fiddles pull the guf- 
faws, and the pair earned a nifty 
bow-off. 


Charles Kaley drops his baton at 
this point to croon, remarking “These 


numbers aren’t new, but I don’t 
think you have been hearing them 
since the first of the year.” Goes 
into ‘Lover Come Back.’ ‘April in 
Paris’ and ‘Should I?’ Netted such 
an ovation at the opener that he 
seemed almost embarrassed, ap- 


show-stopper of 
Had no encore ready, so 


| Busse 


in VARIETY, Jan. 22. 


Quentin Reynolds (New Acts), jn 
person, is chanting a litany of Eng. 
lish courage under a constant rain 
otf Nazi ter.or-vombing as a thought- 
providing finale for the Strand’s cur. 
reqt pit layout. Up ahead of the 
stage show is ‘Christmas Under Fire? 
eecond propaganda short filmed in 
England for which Reynolds did the 
cummentary, and which WB re- 
leasing at low rental. What coin 
profits there are go to British War 





Relief, but the real profits are in 
inspiring American sympathy for 
England’s courageous’ stand — and 


they are considerable. 

Reynulds in person and vocally on 
the screen make him the most im- 
portant feature of the Strand’s com- 
bination show. The Collier's mag 
correspondent, and occasional Va- 
KIETY battlefront mugg, thus is pro- 
pelled as a platform personality at 
big money for whatever lecture dates 
he may choose to accept before re- 
turning to bomb-drenched London. 

Henry Busse’s sweet-swing 15- 
piece orch, plus his own sweet 
trumpet, is the pit layout’s musical 
draw. It’s a good combination in its 
own right, but fas only one specialty 
that counts. That's trumpeter Otto 
Glaeser. who does a very novel and 
funny hand-doll routine, a switch on 
a standard marionet bit, and it’s 
surefire. The preceding corny com- 
edy he does, however, should be 
eliminated to sharpen the effect of 
the dol! number. Only other important 
specialist is Billy Sherman, 


/who is dull and too coy in singing 


Orch | 


‘A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 
Square. Fuzzy Combs, from the 
band, does a brief vocal early. 

To Busse’s credit is the pleasant 
tenor of his arrangements; his in- 
troes, however, are indistinct. 

Three vaude turns round out the 


' presentation. The Emerald Sisters (2) 


Trio | 


obeyed a shout from the audience | 


for ‘Sleepy Time Gal.’ Could have 
gone right on from there, but finally 
quieted the customers and got the 
show back on sked with Low, Hite 
and Stanley. 


Another dance team closes this 


| week, Rogers» Dancers, two boys in 


tails and a blonde in blue. Starts 
out as a legit ballroom adagio and 
breaks into phoney misses, first of 
which looks so authentic the cus- 
tomers are actually fooled, to judge 
by their gasps. Boys take plenty of 
chances while how the gal survives 
the tossing, twisting and bending is 
a mystery even to eyes which have 
seen innumerable variations. 
work plenty hard and hold ’em at 
the close. 


Biz good at opening. Wern. 


| well 


are excellent acrobats, but could 
speed up; Johnny Wood’s rapid-fire 
impersonating is clever and holds 
strons audience appeal, while the 


Berry Brothers (3), fast, breakaway 
colored hoofers tie everything up, 
even though following the sharp let- 
down caused by vocalist Sherman’s 
inning. 

The show packs punch in its 58- 


minute running time, but business 
was off opening day (Friday) be- 
cause of the bad _ rain-snow-sleet 
storm. Scho. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Jan, 25. 

Sally Rand Unit with Line (18), 
Mabel Nelson Dogs, Irma Dell, Three 
Freshmen, Burt Harger, Benny Ross 
and Maxine Stone; ‘Behind the 
News’ (Rep). 

Around her fan and bubble dances 
Sally Rand has built an elaborately 
costumed and pleasingly entertaining 
revue which uncorks considerable 
first-rate talent. At the 39c-top ad- 
mission it has ‘entertainment bar- 
gain’ written all over it. 

The show, perhaps, puts too much 
emphasis on ballet and other class 
and flash production dance numbers, 


which not only slow it up but also 
provide too much of that type of 
terpsichore for the average vaud- 


film patron. One good singer and 
an additional comedy turn, or a fast, 
snappy jitterbug contribution, per- 
mitting a slight curtailment of the 
arty dancing, seem all that’s nec- 
essary to liven up the proceedings 


and lift the revue to a sock 
At present the only laughs are those 


rating 
raling. 


contributed briefly by the Three 
Freshmen and Benny Ross and Max- 
ine Stone, familiar standard turns, 
but they’re not of the belly variety. 


Even with its faults, it doesn’t have 

to take a back seat for any of the 

units that have percolated this way 
lY 4 


during the current season and it 
stands out as easily the best show 
this house has had since eopen- 
ng. 

Ross emcees the show fairly well. 


The ‘Day at the Dog Show’ opening 
number brings out a parade of tne 
tall, stately showgirls. Each 
dog from the Mabel Nelson turn and 
the costumes and canines are rep- 
resentative of various countries. The 
girls are advertised and introduced 
as ‘the most beautiful in the word, 
somewhat of an exaggeration, even 
though they’re not at all hard to 100k 
at for the most part. There's a wide 
variety of beautiful dogs and they, as 
as the girls, are a very well 
worthwhile sight. The number winds 
up with the entrance of the nine 
dancers in kilty costumes and the 
ensemble going into mild swing steP- 
ping. 


leads a 


Miss Nelson’s array of dogs aa 
cludes many neat specimens. a 
black scotties, however, do most ¢ 


the tricks, which include rope jumP- 
ing and shooting the chutes. The 
act is more notable for the dogs aP- 
pearance than their performance, 


| however. 


They | 


i 


if 

As m.c., Ross comes on for a - 

of gagging, story telling and clow? 

ing and introduces Irma Dell, @ ‘#" 
(Centinued on page 22) 
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MINNESOTA MPLS have socked if he had appeared in 
’ uniferm. 

This town likes corn, but re| 

brand served this week at the Lyric 

| is strictly Grade B. The buyers at 





(Continued from page 20) 


tapster. Her individual routines pre-| fourth show Friday (24), opening 
cede her appearance as a partner Of day, were considerably limited 
Burt Harger in a ‘Manhattan Sere- Kiley. 


nade’ number. The girls, in stun- 
ning black beaded gowns, form the 
background for the dance team dur- | 
ing an arm swinging and swaying | 
terpsichore interval of impressive , 
fiash proportions. Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 
With their knockabout clowning, | Erskine Hawkins Orch (15) with 
comedy acrobatics and thrilling bal-'| Jimmy Mitchell and Ida James, Tip, 
ancing feats, the Three Freshmen, Tap and Toe, Four Inkspots; ‘Trail of 
popular here from previous appear- | the Vigilantes’ (U). 
ances, easily score the show's ap- ee 
plause hit. A @ash ‘Old Vienna’ ie ; 
dance productio. number affords op- The most enthusiastic crowds since. 
portunity to bring out the girls in| the days when jive fans almost tore 
another stunn®Mg wardrobe change|down the doors to hear Benny | 
and permits Harger and his partner | Goodman, Tommy Dorsey, et al, are | 
to engage in some effective ball- | greeting the brand of hotcha being 
room dancing. | dished out at the Earle this week by 
Maxine Stone, with Ross, indulges | its zingy all-sepia show. From open- | 
In some tomfoolery which snatches | ing to closing the house has been | 
a moderate laugh. Some of Ross’; jammed by the devotees of swing. | 
gags and dialog are a trifle off-color | And for the first time in a long spell 
and that obtrudes more than it would , there has been a rash of trucking in 
otherwise because of the entertain- | the aisles by the customers. 
ment’s eenerally high plane through-| Chief reason the joint is jumping | 
out. Miss Stone's listlessness and | is Erskine Hawkins crew, whjgh has | 
boredom are amusing and her high | achieved an aura of class it tacked | 
kicking at the finish is really ex-| during the days when it played at 
traordinary. lthe Strand Ballroom here. The) 
The lone brief appearance of Miss | rise in the band’s popularity on the | 
Rand is at the end of the show and | discs is evidenced by the applause 
the way for it is paved by a ballet | that greets the introduction of num- 
chorus number which finds the girls | bers. 
in another change of elaborate cos-| The cognoscenti seem to know just 
tume. The fan and bubble dances| what to expect in advance. The) 
are given the usual artistic Rand in- | band’s two vocalists, Jimmy Mitchell 
terpretations and, with the passing of | and Ida James, got fine receptions 
years, apparently haven’t the edge | when caught. Mitchell does an okay | 
taken off. The lignts flash on after | baritone job on ‘Whispering Grass,’ | 
each number to reveal Miss Rand} with Miss James’ baby-voice vocal- | 
ap»arently in the almost complete | jing netting her two encores. Her | 
nvde. At the show’s windup she| chirping is clicko on ‘Argentina,’ 
siens to the footlights and introduces | ‘Something I Dreamed Last Night,’ | 


the various members of the com-| ‘Let's Do It’ and ‘I Hear a Rhap- 
pcny in a well-delivered, neat little | sody.’ 


speech which reveais her pleasant : ; 
morsonality and speaking aaa. Hawkins makes a good enough im- 
Lower floor nearly filled and a) Prcsven in saga. mane. Se eres) 
sprinkling of customers in the upper se A P a oe aia | 
Soec nt ¢ . “ni +3 i - ’ | 
ay at the opening matinee —* fauit of many bandieaders. Best of | 
. the aggregation’s bag-of-tunes is its 
perpetual fave, ‘Tuxedo Junction.’ | 


| 


Still netting raves is the hoofing | 
trio of Tip, Tap and Toe. The boys, | 
decked out in flashy-colored tuxe-| 


does, do their familiar dancing-on-a- | 


} 


EARLE, PHILLY 





LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Jan. 24. 


ed drum routine with a smoothness | 

“Shoot the Works’ with Ezra Buz-| that's surefire. As usual the tall 
. ton _— —- . ay, guy in the center rates the top ap- 
rown anc mes, Monroe Bro >| plause with his slideaway stepping. | 

Carlisle and Co. Robert Penley,| P , a | 


Holding down the finale are the| 
Four Inkspots. The quartet mixes | 
up its offering neatly with sweet and 
jump stuff in equal doses. Opener | 
is ‘Java Jive,’ a hodge-podge of | 
double talk in the Inkspot manner. | 
Other numbers are standbyes—‘We 


Ranchers and Rancherettes 


(16); 
‘Barnyard Follies’ (Rep). 





Ezra Buzzington and his erew live 
ye about a day’s journey from the 
yric theatre by mule team, and an- 
nually they come to town to fill in 
the closing end of a straight vaude 
bill. This week the management de- | 
cided to build a show around them, 
adding three acts and labeling it 
‘Shoot the Works.’ However, the | 
idea doesn’t jell, with the current £5 | 


The boys had trouble bowing off. 
Trio is overmugging and thus spoil- 
ing the effect of their fine voice- 
blending. Shal. 





minutes running time filled with a 
hodge-podge of bits which have 
everything but entertainment merit. 

The entire setting is western, with 
the hovse supposed to be a dude | 
ranch for the tenants of this week’s 
bill, but the Buzzington part of the 
show is as close to a dude ranch as 


KEITH’S BOSTON 





Boston, Jan. 23. 
Borrah Minevitch’s Rascals (10), 
Peg-Leg Bates, Harrison Sisters (3), 
Bert Walton with Jimmy Riley, 
Clemens Bellings and Co. (3), Larry 


an Indiana barnyard is to a Texas | Flint House Orch; ‘You’re Out of 
cattle range. The line of 12 girls | P.uck’ (Mono) and ‘Misbehaving 
and four boys appears in four spots. | Husbands’ (Prod) 

Their numbers are cowboy and In- | i 

dian stuff except the closer, which | = 

chanves loczle to a penthouse. A| With the Minevitch harmonica 


couple of the bovs who hoof with |tooters top-billed and closing the 
the girls look as if they are playing |show, this vaude offering clicks all 
hookey from grammar school for the ithe way. It doesn’t matter much 
envtagement. |what the boys play because the 

Buzzington and his rustic crew | comic interruptions of shorty ‘John- 
take over for 25 minutes in the mid- |ny Puleo draw most attention, fur- 


dle of the bill with a medley of rural] |nish most of the entertainment and | 
Featured are Dude Kimball, | the excellent harmony and arrange- | 


ments serve mainly as background. | 
vester Hawkins and his diamond-| Routine is practically unchanged | 


tunes. 
who plays plumbing fixtures; Syl- 
studded clarinet, who can hit a high |from that of years standing, but a 
note on ‘Stardust,’ and Zeb Perkins, |! few current numbers, like ‘Same Old 
er~oneously labeled a comedian de- Story’ and ‘There I Go’ (both BMI), 


spite the yellow button shoes and add a little extra interest for those | 


b'-vked-ovt teeth. Also associnted | listening for such minor details. 
with the Buzzington outfit is Ran- BMI tunes are also aired by the 
Golph Avery, m.c., who talks and | Harrison Sisiers, satisfactory vocal 
sines every way but into the micro- trio, who register better as they 
one, and finally contributes an proceed with their four offerings: ‘So | 
acrohotic dance for the final curtain. |\you’re the One’ ‘Hawaiian War 
Visitors on the set are the Monroe Chant,’ ‘Ferryboat Serenade’ and | 
B°« still among the funniest ‘Five Guys Named Moe.’ Last-men- 
trampoline acts in show business. |tioned, as an encore, clicked best. 
Te brother who doubletalks his ex- | with the gals and the stage band 
p!-nations of what goes on is good really swinging it.? ; 
fo~ plenty of chuckles. Brown and Peg-Leg Bates, monopede terper, 
. hd 7 aga a e ne age is pretty hefty talent for the deuce 
t , — _ Feiech pepe Ave 3 spot, but there he is, and it’s no, 
C aie thee Rudy Vallee Hour’ Are surprise that he whams ’em with his | 
Praga 5 lade ea . |socko, showmanly hoo S yj 
their introduction, as too many in nly hoofing so early in 


the proceedings. Bates holds for the 
\finale a flashy series of steps that 
are nifty feats of balance. As usual, 
he’s smartly dressed. 

Clemens Bellings, assisted by two 
| unbilled girls who provide incidental 
dancing, delivers his unique dog act 
for the opener. Highlights include a 
French poodle jumping through a 
tiny hoop, another one catching soft 
balls shot off a teeterboard by a part- 
ner pup, and a whizzer finale 


the eudience know when that series 
exvired. Brown is funny with a 
mcnolog based on suspended 
gecntences, and then is joined by the 
diminutive Miss Ames for more gags 
wih a Gancing finish. 

_. Cerliste does rope tricks to open, 
but really hits his stride when he 
gets out the bull whips and snaps 
cigarets and bits of paper from his 

artner’s mouth, and removes a 
fi: ndkerchief from her pocket with ie 
the whip alone. His turn fits in has one of the dogs twirling a hoop 
with the western flavor of the bill. |" his tail. : 

Robert Penley is the WFBM ‘Tal-| Bert Walton is okay as m.c. and 
ent Parade’ winner, and earns. his Sets the next-to-close chore on his 
salary in three spots. Two are in| W.k. routine with pale-faced Jimmy 
procuction numbers, and his solo Riley. This act. a comedy skit besed 
filicht is the ‘Ranger’s Song,’ which on gab about illness and dea*’ ot. 
he does well. However, the lad is a isfied a majority of customer 
local policeman and would really | 


ucre 


Fox. 


| (20th), reviewed in Variety, Jan, 22 


Three,’ ‘Who’ and ‘If I Didn’t Care.’ | 


that | 


ROXY, N. Y. 





Dave Barry, Bridgeport Four, 
Christina Carroll, Helen Diller, Har- 
monica Eagles, Danny Grayson, 


Strawberry Russell, Skate-o-Maniacs, 
Jan Bart, Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash | 
Orch; ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’ | 

A Major Bowes unit of amateurs, 
specially assembled for this house, is | 
providing variety, novelty and not a 
little punch from the stage in sup- 
port of ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome 
(20th) which seems to be strong) 
box office. On opening night, Thurs- 
day (23), the house was well filled, 





popular m.c. In theatres in Chicago 
and other cities, and he,remains a 
capable stage show handler. 
Opening the show is the tap dance 
team of Don and Jane Ford. Nice- 


|looking couple with pleasant rou- 
| tines, 


They went over satisfactorily 

ere. They can almost anywhere, be 
it night spot or theatre. Park and 
Clifford are a two-man hand-to-hand 
balancing team. Make a good ap- 
pearance and have a good set of 
stunts. 





Bob Zurke, one of the top pianists, | 
is on for two tunes and exhibits a| 
sure hand at the keyboard. Zurke | 


has been getting some tough pub- 


to make a solid place for himself in | 


the entertainment world. That’s up 


the teeoff having been aided by a to Zurke and the way he handles 


personal appearance of Milton Berle, | 


| who’s in the film. 


| 
Berle appeared only at the two 


Thursday evening shows, doing a 
complete routine. He was on about 
15 minutes and clicked solidly. 


Berle’s ma was brought on toward 
the close for some good-natured rib- 
bing. 

The Bowes unit is the fourth to 
play the Roxy. It includes 10 acts, 
mostly individuals doing brief rou- 
tines, while for dressing the Gae 
Foster girls are on twice, about mid- 
dle and for the close. Also Paul Ash, 
who serves as m-<., is on the stage 
with his band. Foster line stands 
out in a clever Scottish tap dance. 
It appears earlier with Christina 
Carroll, coloratura soprano, Singer 
wes recently on the Met Opera’s 
‘Auditions of the Air’ program. 
Equipped with a voice of power and 
range, she is doing three numbers 
here. 

After the Ash opening, the Bridge- 
port Four takes the stage. Com- 
bination of piano, sax, thumpet and 
drums gives impressions of Henry 
Busse, Guy Lombardo and Gene 
Krupa bands, last-mentioned a study 
in going nuts at the drums. 

Helen Diller, who’s on WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, does a cowboy yodeling 
number, accompanying herself on 
the guitar. She’s very good and 
could have done more. 

Imitating stars, Dave Barry scored 
solidly when caught. He does John 
Barrymore, Ned Sparks, Wallace 
Beery, President Roosevelt, Fred 
Allen, Ben Bernie and finally Major 
Bowes. 





himself. 
Business good supper show Satur- 
day (25). Gold. 


HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, Jan. 26. 
Henny Youngman, Toy and Wing, 


Phil Lampkin House Orch 
‘This Thing Called Love’ (Col). 


(14); 





Henny Youngman has improved 
considerably since his last appear- 
ance here a year or so ago. Has 
sharpened up his material and isn't 
pressing so hard; results are notice- 
ably better. Retains the bit on the 
violin, but has cut it down, depend- 
ing more on phoney dramatic bit and 
gag vocalizing. Working in and out 
of doings, he scores from the teeoff. 

Following a brief session of gag- 
ging, Youngman brings on Toy and 
Wing, Chinese boy and girl dancers 
who are also repeaters but extra 
strong in material at hand. Con- 
tribute some smooth musical comedy 
hoofery interspersed with okay toe 
and acro hocking which rings the 
bell resoundingly. Look well in 
modern formals and seil to the hilt. 

Eight Marshalls next and all right 
on vocals. Four femmes and four 
males, combo essays arrangements 
of ‘There I Go,’ ‘Down Argentine 
Way’ and ‘Little Brown Jug.’ Make 
@ good flash and stage-filling inter- 
lude just right for bulk of Young- 
man’s stuff, which follows. 

Travesty on ‘Wuthering 


eral Motors, mentioning several of| and clowning with fiddle business 


their car makes, in impersonating | 
owes, | 

The Harmonica Eagles, 
youths, register nicely on two num- 
bers, while Strawberry Russell, who 
follows them, dispenses novelty by 
playing a cigar-box contraption. 
Russell, colored, plays ‘Roses of 
Picardy’ on his home-made fiddle, 
first legit and then as it might be 
heated up for Harlem. He tops with 
a novelty tap dance. 

Other turns are the Skate-o- 
| Maniacs, mixed team working with- 
|in a small circumference, including | 
}on a table that is only about five 


| feet wide; Jan Bart, husky songster 
| whose ‘Pagliacci’ isn’t so hot though 
| the Yiddish number rates excellently, 


and Danny Grayson, comedy dancer. 





Grayson has been with various} 
bands. 
| novelty tap, he does the ‘Off to Buf- | 
| falo’ type of turn that Will Mahoney 
| fesptured for years in vaude. 

| Show runs about an hour, having 
gone 78 minvtes opening night with | 
| inclusion of Berle. Char. 


| smneneeiane 


ORIENTAL, CHI 








Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Don and Jane Ford, Bob Zurke, 
Milton Watson, Peggy Bernier, Park 
and Clifford, Mitzi Green, Larry 
Adler, Ted Cooke und House Orch; 
‘Ellery Queen’ (Col). 

This week harks back to the days 
when the Oriental was first opened 
and was a ball-of-fire and the ad- 
| Vance guard of the theatre m.c. At 
least two performers on this show 
ere associated directly with the old 
|Paul Ash days, and there is every 
evidence that this audience remem- 
bered them well. 

Peggy Bernier and Milton Watson 
|} were here in the good old days in 
| the beginning of presentation policy, 
land today they remain a_ good 
omedienne and a satisfactory singer. 
| Miss Bernier did a fine job with this 
audience, handling two vocals in an 
easy comedy manner and working 
some crossfire with m.c. Ted Cooke 
that the customers liked greatly. 
Watson tonsils three tunes in a 
booming baritone that indicates no 
need for a microphone. 
| With Watson and Bernier taking 
|a bow for having grown up in the 
Oriental, Mitzi Green and Larry Ad- 
ler also acknowledge siiow business 
, beginnings in this house. 
'Green sings three songs and does 
best with her impersonations of 
Garbo, Hepburn and Brice. She 
‘seemingly is more a performer than 





| singer, and in her future show busi- | 


In addition to a hardshoe| 


| past couple of weeks. 


also some help. Could ease up on 
goading audience into more en- 


trio of} thusiatic response to his own advan- 


tage. Also returns for brief bit of 
clowning with the Fredysons, who 
follow, not such a helpful bit to 
either of the parties involved. 
Fredysons are a potent septet of 
teeterboard tumblers and shoulder 
catchers, building _ their tricks 
smartly and climaxing with extra 
flashy leap to a four-high. Double 
somersault chair catch also a good 
flash. Serve to wind up doings here 
in rousing fashion. 
Biz extra good. 


Burm. 





Kansas City, Jan. 25. 
Jack Major, Pedro and Rafael, 
Kirk and Clayton, Tirza, Lester 


| Harding, Bobby Adams, House Line 


, Heights’ | 
He gets in a plug for Gen-/ serves to send the comic in strongly 





ORPHEUM, MPLS. _ 


Minneapolis, Jan. 25, 
House Orch (14), Ted Mack, Three 
Samuels and Harriet Hayes, Isabel 
Jewell, Bobby May, Simone Simon 
“me and Rognan; ‘Four Mothers! 
( ). 





This high-powered show repre. 
sents a skillful assembling job. It 
lacks nothing essential for a sock 
vaudeville bill, a variety of comedy, 





song and dance generating a full 
measure of audience pleasure. Each 


yubB- of the acts is a standout and while 
licity breaks, but he has real ability 


Simone Simon and Isabel Jewell, the 
headliners, are of doubtful boxoffice 
value in this particular town they at 
least possess a measure of film pres- 
tige and combine with their greater 
or less degree of lustre a topnotch 
ability to deliver as performers—a 
rarity. 

Whether it was wise, however, to 
mould the combination int6 a band 
presentation, with the acts working 
in front of the house orchestra on 
the stage, is something again. Not 


, that the 14 local musicians d 
The Fredysons (7), Eight Marshalls, | > ae 


Mack, imported to conduct and 
emcee, fail to do a good job, all 
things considered. But with the 
local populace accustomed to the 
biggest and best name bands as key- 
stones of their stage shows at this 
house, the snap, smoothness and 
added class that the ace orchestras 
impart to the proceedings are lack- 
ing, and the absence is felt. How- 
ever, the management possibly felt 
that vaudeville as such can’t stand 
on its own legs, with the orchestra 
working in the pit as in the old days, 
and maybe it’s right. Under any 
circumstances, however, the layout, 
acccmpanied by the screen diver- 
sion, impresses as a tremendous en- 
tertainment value at 55c. top. 


The Samuels and Harriet Hayes, 
two boys and two girls, open with 
some lively dancing. Miss Hayes’ 
acrobatics and high kicks feature the 
act, which isn’t helped by the boys’ 
attempts at comedy. The auartet’s 
military precision tap number makes 
a strong finish. 

Extremely easy on the eyes and 
highly personable, Isabel Jewell also 
comes through with a considerable 


measure of acting ability in her 
dramatic recital of a  waitress’s 
languish when her truck driver 


| sweetheart gives her the gate. 
la 


(7), Herb Six House Orch; ‘Six Les- | 


sons from Madame LaZonga’ (U). 





This week’s billing carries four 
standard acts instead of the usual 
three, but in total it doesn’t jell as 
well as either of the shows of the 
Fourth act is 
Tirza, a nudie whose wine bath act 
is featured and keys the title of 
‘Neptune Festival’ and the opening 
number by the line. By evening the 
running time was down to 50 min- 


utes, where it will hold through the | 
week about normal for the number | 


of acts. 

Again the line has an outstanding 
number in a semi-ballet centered 
about the manipulations of a huge 
satin scarf with ‘Blue Danube’ as the 
rhythm motivation. The weekly 
amateur, Bobby Adams, is good 


enough to follow and hold the pace | 


with his dancing topping his singing. 
From there it's up to the standard 
acts, with Tirza spotted next-to-close. 
Acrobatics are furnished by Pedro 
and Rafael, Mexicanos, combining a 


rhumba rhythm with their hand- 
stands and_ headstands. Midshow 
Pedro (Morales) is back with his 


slide for life. He walks a one-inch 
rope from stage to balcony and then 


| flashes backwards down the rope to 


'as a definite acrobatic 
| pulls the gasps. 


| 


Miss | é 
| standing out. 
ing, makes his singing bit brief on} 


ness career her comedy and not her | 


vocals must be the 
tion. 
Adler is a load of dynamite. With 
his harmonica he scored terrifically 
|here. He could have stayed on all 
day, the audience stomping for more 
and more. Pop music, classicals and 
semi-classics all plaved with show- 
manship and top skill. 
Of the others only Ted Cooke was 
in tune with the days of the middle 
20's. He himself has played as a 


first considera- 


be caught by his partner. It rates 


thrill and 


Kirk and Clayton are on for some 
ballroom and tap terping, with pair 
working in two numbers together 
and each taking a solo. the gal’s in- 
terpretative bit to ‘Street Scene’ 
The m.c., Lester Hard- 


an oldie, ‘It’s a Sin to Tell a Lie,’| 


medleyed with ‘Lies.’ 
Nudie act by Tirza has a commen- 


It's 
well-conceived characterization 
without the aid of make-up and at- 
mosphere, and the skit, played by 
Miss Jewell alone, holds the custom- 
ers and proves its worth for vaude- 
ville. 

Bobby May, who had been adver- 
tised to appear at an opposition the- 
atre, demonstrates that he has few 
peers in juggling. 

Mack steps out of his emcce and 
conducting role long enough to let 
loose a few amusing gags and stories, 
disport on the saxophone and clari- 
net and talk a song. In her stunning 
gown, Simone Simon seems the ulti- 
mate in petite loveliness. She’s 
gracious and winning, and her voice 
is agreeable. A swell selection of 
numbers permits her to exhibit dra- 
matic as well as vocal talent and she 
sells ‘The Last Time I Saw Paris,’ 
‘The Latins Know How,’ ‘Isn’t That 
Just Like Love’ and ‘In Argentina.’ 
She stopped the show. 


Lorraine and Rognan return and 
score as big a hit as ever with their 
knockabout clowning and eccentric 
dancing. They’re good for plenty of 
laughs, particularly the feminine 
member of the team with her body 
Zyrations and mugging. Another 
show stopper. 


A light house at the last matie 
nee performance Friday, cpening 
day. Rees. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

There may be the customary quota 
of news in the public prints, but not 
much of it percolates into the show. 
Leadoff yarn is a streamlined news 


short, Paramount's ‘An Historical 
American Event,’ being the news- 
reel’s special on the Roosevelt In- 
auguration and running nearly 10 
minutes. Then there’s the usually 
interesting ‘Information Please’ and 
another short, ‘Arabian Bazaar 
(UA). Outside of these, scarcely 30 
minutes is left for newsreel subjects. 
Just as well in view of their calibre. 

Paramount employs what it dubs 
‘television technique’ in furnishing a 
comprehensive story on the Wash- 
ington inaugural day ceremonies. 
This is done by identifying ‘by 
photograph) different newsreel spiel- 
ers, stationed at vantage points 
throughout the nation’s capital, 
alongside the cameramen. Thus, the 


running story, as picked up by the 
photographer and sound crews, 1§ 


|minutely and crisply described. 


This newsreel short explains it is 


| the first inaugural day with sunshine 


tary by Harding setting it as a take- | 


off of an ancient festival rite, but it 
culminates with gal taking a wash- 
off in a fountain of wine furnished 
by a trick motorized pump. She 


wears net and g-string, but doesn’t | 


rate with recent similar turns here in 
dancing ability. Closing spot is 
taken by Jack Maior, billed as from 
Paducah, Ky., on which he gabs. 
varies his turn with whistling and 
yodeling. Line winds up in a brief, 
fast tap. Quin, 


i 


since Harding, and that inauguration 
took place actually at 28 degrees 
temperature. Reel is impartial by 1n- 
cluding views of Wendell Willkie 
calling on Secretary of State Cordell 
Huil, with the explanation that he 18 
the defeated candidate for whom 23. 
000,000 voted even in Roosevelts 
victory. Slick, workmanlike job, 
worthy of all the effort and expendi- 
ture. 
Only other really big newsreel 
item is first view of Cenadian troops 
(Continued on page 55) 
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VOIGHT BILL THREATENS ACTORS’ PAY, 
SAG CHARGES IN URGING ITS DEFEAT 


Proposed California Legislation Would Regulate 
Agents, Resulting in Open-Field Price-Cutting, 
Says Union—Ruling Favors Extras 


Hollywood, Jan. 


salaries, 


28. 


actors’ with 


Reduced 


open-field price-cutting, is threat- 
ened by adoption of the Voigt bill to 
regulate agents, the Screen Actors 
Guild charges in a plea for the Cali- 
fornia Legislature to defeat the 
measure. The Guilders contend such 
regulation would result ‘in chaotic 
casting conditions,’ and would seri- 


ously e the business of the pro- 


injyur 
ducers, actors and ts. 

Tne fo low ng re olution, 
by the SAG 
being forwarded to individual 
bers of the State Assembly: 

‘Whereas, the Screen Actors Guild, 
representing all yicture play- 
ers. and the Artists Managers Guild, 
representing actors’ agents in the 
motion picture field, agreed upon 
and put into practice a system under 
which the relationship of actors and 
agents is regulated; and 


agen 
e ) + ? 
aqaoptea 
board of directors, Is 


mem- 


moon 





‘Whereas, more than a year of ex- 
perience under this system of regu- 
lation has brought about stability 
and generally satisfactory conditions 
in the relationships of actors and ac- 
tors’ agents; and 

‘Whereas, 
Assembly 
now pen 


Assembly bill 229, by 
man Ernest Voigt, which is 
ding before the State Legis- 


lature would disrupt this stable and 
Satisfactory system by _ prohibiting 


regular and order! 
tionships 


y contractual rela- 


enabling agents to repre- 
sent and deal for actors with the 
Producers; and 
‘Whereas, this would injure not 
Only the agents and the producers, 
whose casting problems would be 
&ggravated by uncertainty as_ to 
bona-fide representatives of actors, 
but also would work to the great 


deiriment of actors who, 
regular services of a 
agent, would be at the 
open-field price cutting 
Salaries: and 

*‘Whereas, the total effect 
chaotic casting 
duced actors’ 

‘Now, 
that the 


lacking .the 
competent 
mercy of 
on actor's’ 


would be 
conditions and re- 
salaries; 
therefore, be it resolved, 
Screen Actors Guild is op- 
posed to enactment of Assembly bill 
229 and urges each member of the 
State Legislature to vote against thi: 
unnecessary and d 
The SAG, i 


dangerous measure.’ 
n its plea to legislators 


mierrremrme - = 


all 





sere thapeiel 
vnien 
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New York Theatres 





to defeat the measure, pointed out 
the bill would prohibit any agent 
entering into a contract to represent 
an actor unless the agent first ob- 
tains employment for the actor, and 
would limit contracts to the period 
of employment. It was stated this 
would seriously interfere with the 


development of top bracket 
ers, many of whom are nurs 
for months by agents betore 
gin to receive any real returns 
their investment. 


perform- 
sed along 


they be- 


Discuss Extras’ Wages 

Negotiations between 
and the SAG will be 
morrow (Wednesday). The 
asking a higher minimum for day 
players and tree lance actors and re- 
classification of extra brackets to put 
more emphasis on $8.25 and $11 calls 
and less on $5.50 jobs. 

The California Employment Com- 
mission has handed down a ruling 
that extras can not be forced to ac- 
cept $5.50 calls on penalty of losing 
their unemployment insurance. 
opinion secured by Harry Mayo, 
mer chairman of the SAG 
stated that prior earnings, etc., 
extra would have to be taken 
consideration, It had been intimated 
by certain film executives the play- 
ers might be disqualified for unem- 
ployment insurance if they insisted | 
on $8.25 and $11 calls and refused to 
accept proffers of $5.50 jobs. 


Heavy 


Producers 
resumed to- 


(;ulid As 


for- 


in Jobs 

Central Casting Corp. has just dis- 
closed that film extras earned $594.- 
905.52 less in 1940 than in 1939. 
earnings last year fell to $2.529.766.10. 
as compared with $3,124.671.62 the | 
year before. 
66,090 in job placements. 
lation of placements through Cen- | 
ral in 1940 showed a division of calls 
as follows: 


Decline 


Price. Jobs. 

$5.50 26,296 

$6.50 14.016 

$8.25 78,184 

$11.00 88,106 

$16.50 20,697 
Screen Actors’ Guild turned 
thumbs down on a Paramount re- 


quest for a waiver for 300 soldiers 
to do new army manual of arms and 
streamline drills. The Guild 
400 players for tests and 
ran less than 15%. Tests were made 
under the supervision of John 
Berger, Guild works relations head. 


called 
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WALT DISNEY’S 


FANTASIA 


with STOKOWSKI conducting 
the miracle music of Fantasound 


BROADWAY inn ci¢-S3s8 


Continuous Showings 
Nothing Cut 
But the Price} 
Clark Vivien 
GABLE ® LEIGH 


‘GONE WITH THE WIND’ 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Release 


Breséway Slet Street 











BWAY & 
47th St. 


RKO PALACE 


PAUL MUNI 
“HUDSON’S BAY” 


Mies Gene 
TIERNEY . 
and 
KAY FRANCIS 
“PLAY GIRL” 


with JAMES ELLISON 












Virginia 
FIELD 


“VIRGINIA” | 12 Berson 
in Technicolor GLENN 
with 
Madeleine 
CARROLL 
A Paramount 
Picture 

Midnite 


MILLER 


and His Band 


CASS DALEY 
Screen Shows 








HELD OVER 


GINGER ROGERS in 
“KITTY FOYLE” 


An RKO Picture 
UNITED 


ARTISTS RIVOLI 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


Broadway 
at 49th St. 
MIDNITE SHOWS 











Starts Thur., 


Clark Hedy 
GABLE LAMARR 
“COMRADE X”" 


Jan. 30 


Last Times Wed. 
“LOVE THY 
NEIGHBOR” 
In Person 

James Barton 

Dixie Dunbar 
Lew Parker 

Kitty Carlisle 


In Person 
Ray Kinney 
Adelaide 
Moffett 





2ND WEEK 


“HIGH SIERRA” 


: STARRING 
Ida Lupino Humphrey Bogart 
A Warner Bros. Hit 
Directed 7 Raoul Walsh 


IN PERSON 
QU ENTIN. REYNOLDS 
also 


: HENRY BUSSE and Orch. 
STRAND  B’way & 47 St. 





MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 6TH WFrK 


"PHILADELPHIA 
STORY" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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| direct booking, 


on | 
} 


| 


‘salaries for 


The | 
r- | per 
Council, | 
of an! 

into | 


| 


| 


| 
| 





and Drill 
and Red Biair. 
A special membe 


Sergeants Mike Behegan | 


rship meeting of | 


the Los Angeles chapter of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has been ealled for tomorrow (Wed- | 


nesday) to vote on proposals to de- 


mand general wage increases for all ; 


classifications and to prohibit direct 
booking. The performers are cer- 
tain to reject the proposed ban on 
and may insist on the 
licenses of certain 
agents accused of wage chiseling. 
Kenneth Howard, AGVA_interna- 
tional representative, has been inves- 
tigating both proposals. 


revocation of 


Want Minimum for Directors 

The Screen Directors Guild is de- 
manding that producers fix minimum 
directors, and that the 
Guild shop quota for the SDG be in- 
creased from 80% to 90%. New wage 
proposals submitted to the producers 
provide: 

Short subjects, 
ond units, $300 per week. For a one- 
reel short. a minimum of two weeks’ 
salary. For a two-reel subject, a 
minimum of three weeks’ salary. 
When a second unit or montage di- 


montages and 


rector is engaged by the day, his 
minimum shall be $60 per day. 
Western features and serials, $350 


week. No contract 
less than three weeks. 

For all other film features, $500 per 
week. No contract shall be for less 
than three weeks. Compensation on 
(a flat price per picture shall not be 


shall be for 


sec- 


less than the weekly wage specified | 


for contract minimums. 
The minimum weekly salary for di- 
rectors on contract, 40 weeks or more 


| Short subjects and second units, $200 
per week: for westerns and serials, 
| $250 per week; for all other features, 


Total | 


There was a decline of | 
A recapitu- | 


rejections | 


|G herein, 


$400 per week. 

Oiher provisions in demands of the 
SDG follow: 

‘All contracts shall contain a defi- 
nite starting date with salary to be 
| computed from that date. A directof 


| employed on a term contract (40 
|} weeks or more) shall receive two 
| weeks’ vacation each year on salary. 


| Preparation and cutting time shall be 
| pranted in all cases pursuant to the 
!Producer-Screen Directors’ Guild 
| bi sic agreement of 1939. 

‘Should a director be recalled at 
}any time after the actual finish of a 
| picture for additional work, 
ing retakes or added scenes, or for 
any other purpose, he shall be paid 
at the weekly rate provided for in 
ithe contract covering such picture, 
or, if reengaged for less than one 
week, his daily wage shall be equal 
to one-sixth of the weekly rate. 
Should any person be promoted to a 


director from any other branch of 
the industry, such person shall be 
paid the salary of a recognized di- 
|rector as specified in sections F and 


and he shall be entitled to 


all of the privileges contained in the 
| Producer-Screen Directors’ Guild 
basic agreement of 1939. 

‘If a director is dismissed for the 
day, he shall not thereafter be re- 


i such dismis 


called for work within a period of 
less than 12 hours after the time of 
ssal for the day. Such 12- 


| hour, period is referred to as the ‘rest 











period.’ The director shall not be at 
time under any obligation to 
waive the benefit of the rest period. 
If, however, the director reports for 


any 


work pursuant to call within less 
than the period of 12 hours after he 
has been dismissed for the day, the 
director shall be entitled to an ad- 
ditional day’s compensation, pro- 
rated On a basis of one-sixth of his 
weekly salary if engaged by the 
week, or, if engaged on a flat price 


per picture, one day’s compensation 
computed by dividing the salary re- 
ceived for the picture by actual 
number of working days spent in di- 
recting it.’ 
Readers Press Demands 

The Screen Readers Guild meets 
Thursday (30) to draft demands for 
a minimum wage scale for readers 
employed outside the studios. 
readers also will vote on a proposal 
to merge with the Eastern readers. 

Studio Scenic Artists have nixed a 
counter proposal of the Producers to 
hike their hourly wage minimum 
rom $2.25 to $2.75, with 25c per hour 
of that amount retroactive for six 
months. The artists are demanding 
a minimum of $3 per hour, with 25c 
per hour retroactive for 12 months. 
The artists are represented by Her- 
bert Sorrell, business representative 


of Moving Picture Painters Local 
644, Lew Physioc, Ben Tipton and 
Robert Lece:ster. Pat Casey has 


includ- ! 


Universal Annual Earnings, 1930-40 





Net profit, except as noted: 


Peres ry re rrr rec 
TOS) ncccccccsccccesccewe 


oe eee eee eee ee eee 


(t+) deficit 
t$2,047,821 
615,756 


SEED. ‘cededdebeasntedneesdebawbensanebacee. (5 See 
Mn: << cicacubeenbewaunebessensneeeannsak” = ee 
SUE beesdennsooesoensees ioneésaeaeees 238,792 
DE “cid eiddcsd¥csbesdandesieesesacesines 2 eee 
SD. ic b css bebe CROOK ORON CMOS RCA aaD.: | ee 
DE -‘gepdkesedadbsebaeswaense tes , .. ¢ 1,084,999 
ES err fea , Mikkin Trees t 591,178 
EP re yer Tee Te eT ee Tes eee ee 1,153,321 
(1939 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$157,990 $581 587 $250,418 $163.326 

1940 Be lai ed saat Seam eae $2.390.772 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$460,631 $920,370 $720,803 ©2998 968 


(Fiscal year ends approximately on Oct. 31 or Oct. 30) 








been handling matter for the com- 
panies. 

Aubrey Blair, 
for the American 
Labor, 
organize all companies 
props to the studios. He is being 
assisted by Sorrell and Joseph Tuohy, 
business representative of Studio 
Transportation Drivers Local 399. 

Elizabeth Dingler is the new presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Costume 
Makers Union. Other officers are 
Max Eisman, first vice-prexy; Esther 
Bell, second vice-prexy; Marjorie 
Ring, secretary-treasurer. Members 
of the board of directors are Inez 
Schrodt, Ida Coon, Claire Whitfield, 
Alice Ewin, Morris Grannin, Emma 
Ventura, Alta Swain, Alice Christo- 
forson, Madge Marks. Group is now 
demanding a basic agreement cover- 
ing wages and hours 

More Confusion 


Action of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
in announcing jurisdictional awards 
for its studio locals has merely 
served to increase the confusion al- 


Hollywood organizer 
Federation of 


ready existing. A tiff has already 
developed between the grips and 
property men over certain work 


while Sound Technicians Local 695 
is engaged in a dispute with the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. International Photog- 
raphers. Local 659 has been given ex- 
clusive jurisdiction in the photo- 
graphic fleld, but local officials say 
no further move to take over the 
American Society of Cinematog- 
raphers and its directors of photog- 
raphy will be made until the go sign 
is received from George E. Browne 
IATSE prexy of the Alliance General 
Executive Council. 

In the meantime, IATSE Local 695 
is demanding a minimim of 54 hours 
weekly, with time and a half after 
40 hours. The Projectionists Local 
165 is asking for a maximum 
hour call, with substantial wage in- 
creases for all classifications. Harold 
V. Smith, business representative of 
Local 695, has held several meetings 
with Pat Casey, Producer labor con- 
tact, but it is generally believed here 
that none of the locals will get any 
place with their negotiations with the 


aid of the IATSE In 


LOEW'S MAY DROP 
RIO, N.Y.; LEASE UP 


Loew's Rio, at 160th 
street, N. Y., dropped, 
cording to reports, with ] 
ing down unless a new 
tained. The lease on 
held by Loew’s, 
(1) and it’s 


nas 


ternational. 


on Broadway 


may be ac- 


louse clos- 
is ob- 

theatre, 
Saturday 
circuit 
been iable to ogether on 
a renewal. Negotiations, however, 
are still on between Loew's and John 


tenant 
the 

expires 

under 


stood the 


vet 


J. Reynolds, real estate agent repre- 
senting the owners of the property. 
Rio is located in an upper Broad- 


way section of the town that has de- 
teriorated to a marked degree of late 


years. Loew's also has the 175th 
Street further up on Broadway, a 
much larger and newer theatre. In 


| the event Loew’s renews on the Rio 


The | 


it may be renovated. 
biler in the 
brackets. 


K-A-0 Stili Paying Up 


Directors of Keith-Albee- -Orpheum 
continued their policy of clearing up 


It is a double- 
lower admission 





back dividends on the 7% con- 
vertible preferred shares last week 
when $1.75 was declared on the 


preferred to cover the quarter ended 
on Dec. 31, 1938. Action leaves only 
$14 in dividend arrears on this stock 
as of the close of last year. 
New divvy is payable April 
stockholders ecord March 


1 to 
14, 


on 


Six- | 


has launched a drive here to | 
furnishing | 


| and continued Friday 
| before trial examiner Dan Baker. 


! 
/ ent 


, which will permit them 


UNIVERSAL’S PROFIT 
UP 10 $2,390,772 


Universal reported net profit of 
$2,390,772 for the fiscal year ended 
Nov. 2 last, as compared with $1,153,- 
321 in the preceding year. It was 
as 1 of 107%. Statement was given 
the directorate at its meeting in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday), at which 
future product was discussed, Di- 
rectors also were informed that 7.261 
shares of first preferred stock had 
been purchased at an average price 
of $118.03 since the first of 1940, in- 
cluding 4,591 shares purchased via 
the tender plan approved last De- 
cember, thereby leaving only 10,739 
shares of this preferred outstanding. 

Strong showing was made despite 
267,490 tilt in taxes (U paid $1,210,- 
648 in fiscal vear) and approximately 
$300,000 written off as special con- 
tingency fund because of unsettled 
foreign conditions. Final quarter 
earnings were figured as $228,968 
after this write-off, rated excellent 


in view of customary year-end de- 
ductions. 
Universal gross income rose to 


27,677,627, or 16% greater than in 
the previous fiscal year’s $23,878,868, 
representing a four-year gain in 
gross of $10,269,373. 

Universal consolidated current and 
working assets and cash and 
accounts receivable tot $12,953,- 
683 as of Nov. 2, 1940, current 
liabilities $4,241,774, a ratio of 3.05 
to 1. Net working capital rose to 
$6,823,563 as compared $5,512,- 
194 the year before. 


other 


aled 
with 


woth 
VY AGGh 


Fire Destroys $50,000 


New Braunfels House 
Braunfels, 


Tex., Jan. 
undetermined 
the Cole theatre 
with an estimated loss of 
Built in 1901 and known 
until recently the Onera House, 
it was recently remodeled by G. A. 
Cole as a motion pictu house, 

There injuries as house 
has Loss 
was partly covered by insurance. 
Fire companies from San Antonio, 
Seguin and San Marcos were called 
in to battle the blaze. 

Charlotte, N. C.. 

Princess theatre in Ayden was 
gutted by ar e which broke out in 
the back part of the building about 
10 p.m. on Jan. 14. Entire inside 
and equipment were destroyed at a 
loss estimated at $25,000. 

The building, erected in 1916, was 
owned by H. H. Wrenn. Although 
there were many patrons inside the 
theatre witnes: the 
no one was injured. 


28 
origin 
last 


New 
Fire of 
destroyed 
Tuesday 
$50.000. 


as 


were no 


no afternoon showings 


Jan. 28. 


ing second show, 


Resume NLRB Hearings 
On SPG’s Artist Claim 
Hearings will be resumed tomor- 

row (Thursday) before the National 

Labor Relations Board on petition 

of the New York unit of the Screen 

Publicists Guild to be recognized as 

bargaining agent for homeoffice 


| press and art department employes. 


Sessions began Thursday (23) 


and Saturday 


last 


Six majors are involved in pres- 
hearings, Warner Bros. and 
Metro having obtained a separation 
to present 
their cases later. SPG is represented 
before the examiner by its counsel, 
Boudin, Cohn & Glickstern, while 
each film company is represented by 
a member of its legal staff. 
Principal point at issue is whether 


artists should be eligible for a pub- 
licity department labor unit. Artist 
on the Coast have their own union. 
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Actress Fails to Meet Her Boss 


Young actress who has a part in a network comedy serial recently 
underwent a stiff rebuff when she tried to go folksy with her sponsor 
and express her appreciation for her air job. A new legit play in 
which she has appeared happened to get a tryout in the hometown of 
the sponsor and it occurred to her that it might be a nice gesture for 
her to write him offering to leave a couple tickets for the show at the 
poxoffice and suggesting that she be permitted to make a tour of the 
factory. 

She wrote the letter and in a couple days she got a phone call from 
the radio director of the agency handling her program. He wanted 
to know watinell she meant communicating with the president of the 
account and then he administered a verbal lashing that made it clear 
to her that she had come within a stamp’s thickness of losing her job. 

P. S—The president of the account is one of the biggest men in 
Pern 








Publisher Loses Two Stations, 


Ownership of Which He Hid 


Washington, Jan. 28. 
Act of a Florida newspaper pub- 
lisher in concealing his radio inter- 
ests from the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission last week cost the 
lives of two Florida radio stations. 
Licenses of WTMC, Ocala, and 
WDLP, Panama City, were yanked 











Artistic Triumph 





Boston, Jan. 28. 
Radio artists are not the only 
ones who carry clippings regard- 
ing their work—Ted Slater, 
NBC engineer, flashes clippings 
praising the sound effects on 





adnesday (22 sr investigatio 
jen o* Geet ae dramatic shows handled by him: 
snowe é « « ‘(- : at : . rel 
was John H. Perry, of New York Gang Busters, Mr. District At 
‘ th eed a mer . torney.’ ‘Bishop and the Gar- 
and Florida. Perry was charged at ty 
with ‘false testimony and conceal- Boyle, ig 


His favorite concerns the real- 
ism of a hanging effect with the 
victim’s heels clicking together 


ment of ownership’ in the revocation | 
order. 

Sleuthing began when applications 
were filed with the commish to 
transfer control of the transmitters 


as he dangled at rope’s end. 
to publishing companies identified as 
‘Perry properties’. 


Perry, who owns the Panama City | Lever Uses 


News-Herald, the Pensacola News- | 
§ NBC Unit 


Journ i] and he Jacksonville Jour- 
W 








nal, was described as the ‘real party | 
in interest from the outset in the} 
present licensees.” His connection | 
with the stations was ‘deliberately | 
concealed,’ according to the ‘eg | 

he Ocala station, WTMC, is i-| 
censed to the Ocala 5 ea Mecca 
Co., Inc., with a John T. Alsop, Jr., | 
of Jacksonville 





appearing as the | 


principal owner. Perry's interest,| Lever Bros. is using eight NBC 
the order stated, was discovered | stations with which to supplement 


when a transfer was sought to the 
Pensacola News-Journal Co. 

WDLP skullduggery 
ered in the same manner, 
station attempted a transfer 


the coverage which CBS gives to the 
daytime serial, ‘Aunt Jenny’s Stor- 
The NBC outlets which 
transcribed 


was discov- 
when the| les’ (Spry). 


of con-! will carry versions of 


trol from the Panama City Broad-| the same ‘Aunt Jenny’ installments, 
casting Co—present licensee—to the} but three weeks after Columbia, are 
Bay County Publishers, Inc. Latter WLW, Cincinnati; WTAM, Cleve- 
corporation is a wholly-owned sub-| land: WGY, Schenectady; KDKA, 
Sidiary of the Pensacola News-| Pittsburgh: WHO. Des Moines; 
Journal Co.. which publishes the| WOW. Omaha: KFYR, Bismark, and 


Panama City 
explained, 


News-Herald, commish | WTMJ, Milwaukee. 

Same duplicate coverage idea has 
been used by Lever in connection 
¥ ia $1, 34 ‘Rig Town’ r 
KOMO-KJR, | “ith its ‘Big Town’ a 


Colgate-Pain 


iso) series 


Hiddleston, 


: | ~ 
ve at one time also 


Joins Pacific National | made extensive use of such an ar- 
Seattle, Jan. 28 _— ni ‘ es 
Joe F. Hiddleston joined the staff 
of the Pacific National Advertising Alice Shepherd to Blair 
Agency last week, filling the post Chicago, Jan. 28 
Which has been vacant for. six J Blair st rep has ¢ 
months as that of vice-president of | Alice Shepherd to the Chicago office 
the con pany and accour executive $ ¢ f @e | ( 
in « il of the radic e} ( ¢ 
Hi was on st } N ) Be e } g tne f 
KJR x vears 3 8 é 
Marjorie McPhe es at ef of é - 
t] Qe agen y as radio d é é are 


Agency Denies Change in Bowes Show 


Reported That Name Half Hour Was Sought to 
Replace Costly Amateur Show 
Ruthrauff & Ryan denied Monday! R & R agency explained that it 


an 
(27) the report current in the trade 
that it was trying to line up a half could originate on a 


Was LOOKIN arO 


ldaili-t1OU »= 
hour program with topliner legit | gram from New York this fa t 
names to take the place of Major , stoutly denied that this q t 
Bowes next fall. The report had it| any way connected w B 
that Chrysler was interested in re- present spot. Bowes’ contract, it was 
ducing its network (CBS) time obli- | stated, doesn’t expire until Septem- 
Bations to a half hour, instead of the ber, 1941. Among the legit names 
present full hour, and to cut appre- that R & R is reported to have al- 
Clably its present talent om Bowes ready app! ed are Kathe Cor- 
is reputed to _be getting $16,000 a nell, Alfred Lunt and! i 
Week. According to the report, and Gertrude Lawrence. Bowes has 
these savings ‘coals amount to close been on for Chrysler since Sept. 17, 
to $1,000, 00 a year. } 1938. 





Aol PEAGE 
ALONG FIGHT 


Frohlich, Finkelstein in First 
Interview 








States Department of Jus- 


tice—Seek Information on 


‘Stipulations’ 


MUCH OR LITTLE 


Washington, Jan. 28. 
Representatives of ASCAP are 


slated to meet with members of the | 
of justice tomor- | 


U. S. department 


row (Wednesday) to go over the 


| terms of the consent decree which 
| the Government entered in the Mil- 





waukee federal court. 
sume discussions of the terms of the 
consent decree which the department 


had offered ASCAP last December. | 


Latter parley had been abruptly 
terminated by ASCAP. 


Significance 

What will make this meeting in 
Washington particularly significant 
will be that for the first time 
ASCAP’s general counsel, namely, 
Louis Frohlich and Herman Finkel- 
stein, will be in attendance. Report 
that Frohlich and Finkelstein were 
slated to call on the justice depart- 
ment caused considerable comment 
and speculation in ASCAP publish- 
ing circles yesterday (Tuesday) but 
there was little hope expressed that 
this parley might be preliminary to 
any early settlement of the radio 
war. 

Following the ‘ASCAP on Parade’ 
broadcasts over several New York 
and out of town stations Saturday 
night (25), Gene Buck, ASCAP prez, 
got a wire from Harold LaFount, 
president of the National Inde- 
pendent Broadcasters, Inc., stating 
that he had heard Buck’s broadcast 
statement that he would like to sit 
down and negotiate a settlement with 
radio and suggested that a time and 
place be set. Buck answered that 
he would be glad to meet with La- 
Fount The next day (Tuesday) 
Buck got a wire from Andrew Ben- 
nett, representing himself as the 
NIB’s counsel, stating that the NIB 
must have assurance from ASCAP 
that it will be willing to discuss a 


ensing contract based on a per use 


DEMOCRACY DISCS 


Radio Writers Prepare Scripts for 
School Project 
More than $10,000 has been sub- 
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Cash Prizes for Station Managers 


Encourage Greek Relief Help: 
~ Harry Maizlich of KFWB Handling 


7% 
ss 





NBC will permit non-affiliated sta- 
| tions to tie in on its broadcast of the 
|Greek War Relief show which will 
| be staged at the Chinese theatre next 
| Saturday (8). The broadcast will run 
from 11:15 p.m. to 1 am. EST. Al- 
| ready lined up for the event are the 
| NBC red and blue links and Mutual. 
| William S. Paley has yet to make a 
definite decision as far as Columbia 
|} is concerned. 





Income Tax Help 


_— 





The Internal Revenue Section 
of the United States Treasury 
has again assigned special in- 
come tax experts to the VARIETY 
office, 154 West 46th street, New 
York, to assist members of the 
entertainment professions in fil- 
| ing their income tax returns, 
Government men _ will be ; 
available during regular business Committee handling the broadcast 
hours starting Feb. 3 and con- end of the drive for relief funds has 
tinuing until March 15. There set out to make as many stations as 
is, of course, no charge for the possible to hook in on the show. 
assistance. There will be local station cut-ins 
whereby listeners will be given the 
| details of the local collection setup. 


‘ As part of the radio phase the com- 
VOX POP’ MAY mittee has obtained a private con- 
| tribution of $500 which is to be dis- 

| tributed in prizes to the local station 

VISIT [ | TIN managers putting on what is deemed 











the most effective exploitation cam- 
paign for the broadcast. Harry Maiz- 
lich, of KFWB, is directing the ex- 
ploitation section of the event. 

Jack Benny and Bob Hope will 
| split the m.c.ing of the show between 








| them. Among the names already set 
|}are Bette Davis, Mickey Rooney, 
ow ee | Fanny Brice, Hanley Stafford, Burn 
| ‘Vox P interviews - . : ’ , r4 
sed ws may origi {and Allen, Madeleine Carroll, Ronald 

nate shortly from Mexico, Porto 


|Colman, Bob Crosby, 


Alice Faye, 
Clark Gable, 


Rico, Cuba and other Latin coun- Carole Lombard, 


tries—but in English. Innovation | Charles Laughton, Myrna Loy, Tony 
faces some difficulties that may can-| Martin, Frank Morgan, Groucho 
cel proposal, but advance prepara- | Marx Paul Muni, Merle Oberon, 
tions have already been made. {James Stewart, Shirley Temple, 





Idea would be for Butterworth- |Spencer Tracy and Robert Young. 
Parks team to interview English- | Conducting will be done by Meredith 
speaking nations and members of | HUM, Georgie Stoll and Herbert 
the American-British colonies, Nov- | Stothart. 
elty of surroundings would bring | 
the Penn Tobacco show a new twist. | 


s ine account executive but he wi| PARE IT OR LEAVE IT" 
AS STAGE DIVERSION 


San Antonio, Jan. 28. 
Tom Emerson, vice-president and 

general salesmanager for the Ever- 

sharp Co., came here personally to 


make no statement. 


PHILIPPINES ON NBC 


WHDL, 


Olean, a Bonus with WJTN, 
Jamestown, N. Y. 


NBC-blue last wool added WHDL, make arrangements for the personal 
Olean, N. Y., to its list as a bonus appearance of Bob Hawk and ‘Take 
station for those buying WJTN, 'It or Leave It.” KTSA collaborated. 
Jamestown, N. Y. Hawk airshow is to be from stage 

NBC at the same time brought in | of a local theatre with tie-in with a 
two more Philippine Island affiliates al store Final details are to be 
KZRH, Manila, and KZRC, Cebu irranged the coming week 


Parents, Admen, Broadcasters to Meet 


National Assn. of Broadcasters Arranges New York 
Conferences on Feb. 4-5 
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ESTIMATED NETWORK PROGRAM COSTS: 


op 


1940-41 


(Night-time and Saturday-Sunday Matinee Production Expenses [Not Radio Time], Inclusive of Actors, 
Musicians, Writers, Directors, Royalties, Prizes, Etc.) 





PROGRAM ACCOUNT AGENCY NETWORK AIR TIME PROGRAM COSTS 
‘Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’...........- Bromo Quinine... .. 2... cere eceseccces Russel BE, BOGGB sc ccscasorssecessecns SG. 6446000 vende eee — vo “ CEC COOC HOSE oer bese $3,500 
*Aldrich Familly’..... ce uraip ive ¢ae"s Oe ere wre re te Young & Rubicam.........seseceves Red Pere er re eT eres hurs., Scud a} Geese 06k: ey 4.500 
Fred Allen.. ; ORCC Oe : iy RRM DG sb kG one faa OT CET CERT TCT CCT Rae ere erent i W., ‘i : ; rrr eT cere 14,000 
‘American Album’........-.-see cess reeeere: AV OP oi5 secede ckcies ernednethetess B-S-H se teseeeaeeeeeeneeeerssereees Red Sen edeceorne neous’ ee Sun : 93: 0-1( Pek esis ehencke eres 3,500 
‘Amos ’n’ Andy’ ee ushGnae seas eeeeed Campbell Soup............- ooWard Wheelock.....cccssccscescvces i PererrrrrrrT cts M.-F oo FEES. wecccccceccccscess 7,500 
Seal? 1A Bast)... ......ssseiccoses Colgate-Pal.-Peet ...........ssesecee Riis vedcnsnssteveetssvevced CBS... - eee eee eee eeeees rr ee 1,200 
i cis kee che eee ewern eee so008s -Wrigley ee ee ih, ERED TROUIIOB 6 06 cise hoe ee | rere rere Ss er a Sun,, 6: vil 7 E Te eT, TE eee EE eee 3,200 
ING scr svesace peers shadows eespeane OBE in oos raced ewes eee Ivey & Ellington ert tT Terror ee |) Pea ere M. “Gat. L~taa ee eer ere ree 1,000 
‘Battle of the Sexes’......ccccevscssccccccces OS Ser rere errr re rrr. cic Young G& Rubicam. ...cccscssecccves FROG. cccccccccsvcceceses Tues., 9-9:30 PORT ee TT ee ene 1,250 
‘Beat the Band’. MPSA ree tee A Tt cia cae enue’ 5 se arpeatecn ie ee OE Sr ee are Cre Wen ee OS OPEC CT rere LT ae si OORT ae ee ee 2,800 
‘Bell Telephone Hour’. PS Pan INERT CN Te Bell Telephone.... colt. Wi ROE. cote te eee eee renee eens | POOP rere e rn reer ye M., 8- dirt eee ret Te ee eee Te 7,500 
CT  ) SE ee Oo 0 ne ey ee ree rr Wet Be RNIN io ike eicskscns scene rere rire Tyr is TORU Hes bbneReeheteeeeces ___ 18,500 
Edgar Bergen ET ROP EER eee Chase & Sanborn.......... oD, WHIIEE THROWER 65505 s6nes be cey en errr rare ee Sun., oS SAP ee or eee +9,500-10,000 
SET UT eTRCT TOT CE CL Et DCO oe vee caeeaiaeeens Ratha Ge - BIO cis sivevssvcsvacs oa eka ween ation ee Tues., 88:30... ee eT re ee er ee oan 
‘ Ue 6 eee ern ea NS Rega wine bikie wakes sg MERE SEE 65 55 oh eae dP wewkeasedween Serr nae > | SS eee 2,75 
Secter Shaws ‘Amateurs. CRI LE: a ee ee PE ee Pee ee re eee 3 Bac cnceceetenaes hats ae PEP ee rere Cre ee apg gt aa Calsen eal eae ae 
Burns & Allen... .....ccece ere ceceerecccccre cen eerie ery eee ee ere te Le . 2 BED. cccrerrsewereosionensees —- See ee ee M., U2DU9G. cccccccccccecccrscese be 
‘Campbell Playhouse’. ..........cesesscecees ..Campbell Soup........ -- Ward Wheelock LTE Pe Oe ee Ee bade cies Re eee eel F., ening Yen ALLER ene NEE ieee +6,500- 7,500 
Ee eae kn eb Chae DENS Co Reen Bristol-Myers ....... fox an tha ias aku Young & Rubicam. «.........cessc0. ed Veer eee ee need Ww.,9 9:30 se eee seen eee e ees 1 0,000 
Boake Carter........ SP EO Cee Re ees eg OD re: Se eer or ere me Ee re ene M., W., Sat., B:30-B245....ccccces 750 
‘Cavaleade of SL LE ER rrr er ee Pe ss he Kes nkeNees ese ceeveus Pes cctcdkedestupetess W., T:30-B8. occ cece cc cesecceees ° 5,500 
Cities Service Concert, ..........eseeeececees OE OTIS. 6 56654088 s de dececenes DOO Br SMOMOR: ccsaseesccstsweceeen | SPP errr ee ree ce FP ., BOO cc ccs settee ee ete eee e nes 3,000 
GN TO ong cs ccincn cen sececscccceneesenases COlPate-PAL- POC oi css scs ces cdevioness co i eee ee ere ener crs FT error cr Thurs., 8:30-8:55... anne es 1,500 
Contented Program. ............0..sceceeees ES ee ee Segre SERIA GOR i 2,250 
"‘Somst of Wilasing Weire’ i. is. secs cvccscees rarer PEAT a Ruthrauff & Ryan..... = eer ree ret rey oy A Ae ee 3,000 
oe rer rer ee ree eee Le Pete METER, os kn 6s 0554s G88 68eee EP eee TTC e Tee TEES ee Se kchicssttenseeeawen Re ee ‘ 3,000 
MOVIES CUBBE. occ cccccccccccscseccesscec neces Paiate Se aAe SL PAR ie wie OSE Slew ES po eer ee rere eee i ckbeeenss seeks Vaan TE Tis beh canes ear tocnes 2,600 
"Oat Valley DAYS. ..ccsecccvcvccsesccencss PROING CORRE TOK OR oii ic cdsdcsecese POCORN IGROOR 666656 ose csecrecess ee rere rere eee F 8:30-9 caeeee Pe eee 1,850 
WMesinn FOr TAP PIMess’. 0... ccc ccc crc cccccces Libbey-Owens-Ford .............06. MOMGRO TUNIEE FGY oe cikcicccccscceodes SE er per rere SE a ere ee +4,000- 4,500 
os anges 6p eke Sd wRE DROS HONE Vaseline Products. .......cccccccccee pg) a CBS, bashetss tibet heres i ne cca ie kenececawun es 4,000 
er. EO. Chew Valentine) .......-.cccceecves 0 5 oats a a ss hw vias wea J Tee eee ree Cee CR eT OS EOE Or eet ee Le = 9-9 oth Pe ee ae ee : 4 
I DDO ik cece ccscecciseseccscsadosen DEN ames en Ae gens k cee head re rere rer rere er ram rs: UPS., Gid0T. wrcvccccscccecesse ’ 
SUN rcs ca se ocdececereescows RE er Ne en ee ee NS I od oie aio Scns S00 DRO OTS eee ee rr Rh Ws ok ieieaee as tanec 1,500 
er een rnre Perera icy MUG ong 2456s Gack e500 450 i 8s soca cE vawsi sek bho heeahe aoe sere See eee ee oo a Oe eS) Se 3,500 
‘Everyman’s Theatre’.............-sssseeeee STE a ee rere eer DEE < cs cntieasenennesssxieseawaad Ser eee i  bbcbhdveenssaneten’s 3,000 
Fields & Hall...... PA Cor ere eee eT eee a ie he PROD. 6s 60465 6 0 bbe oeaseee PUES TMGOOE ok iki vice ddasegeetiven a APPT e ire | AS Bere eee rar aes 4,000 
0 en ee eer rT ee ROIORO TAIOR si vos ccc accacasens .. Aubrey, Moore & Wallace........... eS cre shes biees ESR EM ee MO, ko 40we Koee eked 3,000 
i i reese ches anes seeds eees hk ere rere s IS oi 06 6655 46400600500R5 SO ere eS ii. Ss ceocscutasesseses +2,000- 2,500 
Re er Cer eee Or MIOMIVE TIMMAGKE, 6.55. 63.cccvesseceeres WOPwitk © TOGO 6 6 csicscctsccxctees rer rer on ere or. Dy BHOIEOs cc cceneseseccousesess 3,000 
‘Gay Nineties’ (starting date Feb. 24)......... oe Qe SS eee eee oe PS nr rere rete: ae ON oe od ee M., — et OP erate ane 
| SPOT TORT CUP COTE eer Cre PUI WORK Ge ocx dedeedeccavacend PTO BS FAVOR. vis ois cee weeccos SE pce sannel i090 es Ral Se Pere ee ee " 
‘Grand Central Station’. ...............sccecc0 les Faaigigans be a0 e's 5 baa be aa Mutnraurt Be RYO... 0kis cc cccessones EE ey ers: Re Ne eee ewes 2,500 
nS, EE OEE TOOT CT. Prince Albert -Tobacco.............. EE saad isk inckeareeaeeed MN eke bw cides awneeewne a. Pe eikeckeee vaedes «s% 2,500 
re Ore ere ee ere ry EE PEA weciviecncckdtetce ceaaees TVOUns GB RUPiCAM . 66 i.. i cccecccscvce PN as wiaG ardnainie oda: oe 6A SRR OME BES NOE ODEO RE 4S 0 90 8 7,500 
rE eee rere eT Forhan’s Toothpaste................. Ec ces ccckeeees eaebaodes Ee i cccecndeenacne eT Seen hr eer ere 500 
IN oo s ieiyiuel aria waded adiele'nb ad eke Macfadden Publications............. Mr Te OO os ca cach eescee dae ewan SS ene eae ee Th., Sat., 9-8:15. ..+. 1,000 
NN OE TO CP CR TT CCT Been NUE Bosak ccrak y-xors'e's Vue heehee PW, WEEE 6 oa cnciciccen tic Ceteakon OT a a” eee 1,000 
‘Horace Heidt’s Treasure Chest’.............. Ee rites secudass hres Shea eaeee ee id 5650 Fed sansdsase pees Cee cig ee ; 3,500 
ne ee ee EE ree ie hd aan de wan seeks wie Su cape dew wns ware tee ee err 4,500 
RET eee es ee I RE ce Se re Ce a ck obeoneeaainn inn dais ahhh wg aa dokial Tues... .10-10:90. ...ssccessees 9,500 
Hedda Hopper..... ema ens sana ea idugie ara Cant. Friait Growers. <<. issecsccaee ee err Bk Gis dre CRA SRY M., W., oe ihaads Shitty et elec “ 
‘How Did You Meet?’. pee aha ee kh waite ha eee el Seer ee. ds ce ids kdiawes een Lennen & Mitchell pinks eaavew eas be a ene rheeeuna , ee 2 ee eee pas 
ee PES no. 6 bee eines aanekeie oecees be PICIMCNMSNN ES Weast . oi. ccc ccccecees Menyon Gz Beart ....6ccccscsccses re errr ee eer OE As Soo when RaW soda d:6% 2,500 
NOE oa civk cine ce cetseees see's 8 | re err RR Oe ROMER bce bes bccascneterees A eT ere ae ea oe tS Ser ree rt eee . 8500 
‘Inner Sanctum Mystery’. ...........ccccecces ee SOE MRIs 55s 0550.6 5 540-5 50s RED OR INO v ociv'e ck cencenccsceeer SS ee ye ree reer ee. Er OeE, ac su awasenss mee cs 850 
RET Pee Te Perr a ae di hs ea gee DT - <2sesbcehenscdevesveuebpeuseees = erry ser tT PEL DOO inca ccccvesccrccesys: yoo 
EE kk '& 6.5 0/0 004:504< 55 tied or vewres SOREN SNM cia od dielsinise 88d eS ME iain kins 33 Rak hie ko aN Ee OR eee SS Ren eer ree co Ce > Ree ere eS ee 4, 
Me eee Dobe Sire ieee pe gts gk Colgate-Pal.-Peet .............s-e00+..snerman & Marquette.,.....ssseece Re eed eer ree Sat., 8:30-8:55 3,008 
‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’................... | ES RED a Ae reer eRe ee We Es cas ncnacinvereniaednes Pere r rer ere ery a SS errr TT Teer 2,200 
Andre Kostelanets.............cccccccssccess erg are sane aacie eaees BEE) caicacisiepsaucieenhele o5/eeea eee 5 Re err et i Un, SEOs B 658s eee eeneeeees 6,000- - 7,000 
I EO MEE 6 oo cos aiees cdcee ssicssaneeee PEVOst=e MENIN CHEGSE oo ock dbs bc okays J. Walter THOMPGON .. i.ci6650 556 ceus PE a pate ese? ery ie ae | eee a ee 11,500- 12,500 
Hay Byser........cccccccccscsccccececceccees Es oct ucksbs<sineiscev eds CGE Be PD pccccevessxcsinveds oie bcdhascavesaviws eS errr reer rT eter e ; 7,000 
“EAMOGIM TIghwWAy’. 0. 0ccecccsscccsccscceccns DOE sc cac sp beasasteuwads ll | rr eee Pc Uvesssiketvsveders Bat, 10-1030 G.2.06cceccnscess 1,100 
Serer rer BgGy Wether. cccccccccssés Res a ae ee Ns phish bakes cic ts M., 10-10:30......ccccereesecees ; 3,500 
RE TRIO PRORATO, . 6oi5ciss kc cccscevacs dunwnce A Ge Gee ee re ee el pe eee eee Cy J. Walter Thompson.............0.. xis anseeartks DORs cos hse ee Veasipnee 8,500 11,000 
‘Manhattan at Midnight’..................04. Oa lak Seats nha Beinn Seen Young & Rubicam..... ae Aer Te: BM vets taiwan eens sae W., B:30-9. .. cece eee reece reece: F 850 
gees tae Merry-Go-Round’..............-. Dr. Lyon’s Toothpowder............. SEE on daeedeebe bende sicerveavsons MOG visvcseestasscns .. Sun., 9- ee BO. ce eeeeeeeerercess poe 

eT cardiac cea oad a ielk delaras ts. 84 2ST EGG PUGTOW TOLMONS ick kk 66000 66% ines osc cane Ge WRICHO) 6. kk. 6 6h kk 6 vss 0 DE ences soars REE W., B-B:15. 0. cee eee cree eens: eit 
seas House Ceffee Time............ (MORWELL TIOUSGS oi icc s citnse sed dees Benton & Bowles........... 5 Serre. eres THUS, (O9Oi50) 0s68062s pre 
ary Margaret McBride.......... ---Florida Citrus Commission.......... Arthur Kudner.............0.eeee005 Yee palth waaee M.-F., 3-3:15.... 00s eens os 

‘Fibber McGee & Molly’............. ha ae, SN 55 50bhas 00 chen %s ...Needham, Louis & Brorby.......... SEAT eer ret ree Tues., 9:30-10........++-. 7,000 
‘Meet Mr. Meek’............... be 4 ele fai pI ees ed ce cc xaos 2 TA TNS  SEPERESENERARE W., T:90-B... esccessevese , ot 
Metropolitan Opera...............-++...ss0e. EE ein y onan colurs aayan NS DOE et oe OTe er * OS yee re rere Sat., 2 p.m. to finish..........-. See note 
Metro. Opera AUGIRIONS. 00. ccccccccccccsscves MOV Will- WiIAINS: ise ckhacdwecces Warwick 6 Legler. cock cciccecdinsce hres ce Polk heey Sun., 5-5:30.... 0. cece eee eee es 3,000 
GBbeM BETTE... ee secesscccccccccccceveves RNIN Gb ds vidcvedvcccuss 15ND “Fd ceksainksdncedeen Di civeeseehvsee crue i ae, ee 2 re 3,500 
‘Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost Persons’............ || RE ENE Ra te NE ha hic ive haiasysidesincenent BE i csesusciavare Tu., W., Th., 7:15-7:30. .........- 2,000 
i itn wow ot ieee see e eee eee e sen eeeeees ce Ee CCT SEPT OT ET OT PORE Ge RPGR occ ccc ic casscvesecsi OR W., 9:30-10.. cee eeeeeeeeeees a, : “ 
‘National Barn Dance’.,..............-...005. Pe ORO oko eR oa owen ee Oe Ei od sa Wo adalen ehy re aleed We sacs taacisevineces Sat., 9-10... .ccsececcccceeeess - 
“One Man’s Family’. ........0....ccccesccces po ee J. Walter Thompson................ ck peck ddd os eh oil Sun., 8:30-9.....cceeeeeeeeeecers 4,000 
Parker Family’... .ccccccscsesccsecscccccees ee Lennen & Mitchell............cscees PL csgiadetineae gree Sun. 0:16-0:90... .dcccsccces vis 1,500 
Al Pearce........ tenet eee e eect ee eee cseeeeees ee basdakiens xavsegee IN I hick tsnce sexe vdnscacsas re sennasaccececonens Pa Pic nner cneneieseresees: 8,500 
Plantation Party’..................ssseeeees MUNIN TORROOD. 5. 5 sees ci ccscncusces a svccasssasseseen ccidhvedcasektekkois eee reer "1,800 
Koay -poeenyged eee erceccccscerescorcsscsones Illinois Meat Co............. . .Neisser-Meyerhoff ............2ee008 OS err eer M., 8-8:30.....000. ae 
“Pot © GON’... 0... recccrcccseserceccsccccces MO OTL TEE. (Ce Pere e re a 4,700- 5,20 
‘Professor Quiz’ Pe aiGeamieea ce Wikies hoes hnaeretee Velvet Tobacco............ 4 scg.ne. es NN Caen paves eceiWeuleneml Eee NE, eA iaaie.s 0ieise o'6askes. 4,000 
Ns oo, fay iar Gilevl ae wierwala Sb 4S 6 pi Wareere eA eee eee Sy AS Re re ee | SE rere UTD., BeecOO PMN e ce ccccesciccess ; 800 
‘Quiz Kids’. ETC Teer TTT = on 6 jhe eae bkeRnneeed oeaesceees rid aoc tkiden dana i ES Daidone cananivcas Xs 2,500 
‘Renfro Valley Folks’. Big Ben Tobacco. . (9 A itr EIN 6a. 'w,.0:4.0:9 010.0 d10'0s 0:0 0 SRE ge 64s eda seals eee wale ee ee ee 2,100 
NN eto Oe Ee a she's Salacnoe 9 oan en Welch Grape Juice.......... 55) eT a5 rack ies eee carte ET aiceidis xvas Caen eM: O:30-O585 .. oc ccc eccece bas 2,000 
ee errr MN raster chee one alg le Ce il FR 7): re AAC rr tc W., 8-8: EEC OnE Te Te Cree 9,500 
ASRS creer .+++e+-eFranco-Amer,. Spaghetti............. RUthraU Be TAVON, ci cies ccdiscicace Rae saas is aceasaeee BEGNE sy SELON ELIS btls bie cede eiede-s 2,200 
‘Saturday Night Serenade’...................  htinstiate Rubia ed twadee ans EE ca ks bebecwalcdewskannwnn Pre ree ne, DBR isn cceiciivesc ses 4,000 
III 65 85/0, S ales ab 6m ase S acne as wie ei EE. Wen S ERG CCC KMS o0355%5 3 0h0s0eue DOMME Sl TUDICAI 00 66s os ccs cece | Ae are CS bo I ee 13,500 
‘Second Husband’............. ee jj hada hk ctcddveessnsboesaces SS eee a 2,800 
‘The Shadow’. ................. 0. + ss eeeeeeee, D. L. & W. Coal........ ..Ruthrauff & Ryan........ (os + on beeRes 656055000508 68 Sun., 4:30-5 p.m........... ee 1,600 
‘Show Boat’...... vette ee eee. : (bbe e GaN te veee cinder tees Tr 5 <n EES siren Wee vasdes hansen | TET CT ee Te eR re ree 5,500 
‘Show of the Week eee ey PERT CTE RE OE CTE TT. ny I a iiss Ka dicercceccat Redfield-Johnstone ............c.00- EN ee is cree ARS (a +3,500- 4,000 
Silver Theatre Cis SEUCEDCT SS 9500s SS eC AWS D aN a a ree pO a eS OS) Se eee RS ic Sn ee 6,000 
Mate Smith. ........cccccsccsssscssesccces pi M Ns bee hededddciseverake we err ree SPT rr rer. i. ae ievieehes 10,000 
Phil Spitalny................. 0.0... sseeeeees Sr eee: Se SY rrr rrr er i cintatepanithanuien ae 8 errr ae 5,500 
RIN 55 o'bG 646.0 60:99.4 6.000 446 5 4v445005-0% Colgate-Pal.-Peet ............ 000. Sherman & Marquette............. ee si9.as¥oy 1089055008 98S RR Oo | Ee eee 1,500 
EPP OPTTCT CRTC T CCPC CTT CCT | ge ey H. M. Kiesewetter...........ccccece eee: errr eres 1,500 
Paul Sullivan ae Vadee COR CATR ARE TS SED ERODE EN Shake khirket neds sin ssevcines Mea RE sea tek koi bbae ee cnsaswa ore ae rey PAS PAUIE,, ClOUt1GGiss vccccseess 1,000 
‘Sunday Evening Hour’.........-..-.eeseeeee PTET Tere Tet Tree PACCORMSEFICNOON 655.965 050.0066 00 000% 2 eer. eer er Sun., re eicc aban vais +10,000-11,000 
Raymond Gram Swing...................00.- EE SE i Vebcccnesidssssaacna Bs WRHED THOMPSON i s00ccsvesivenees MRUUUGL, ccaveesess tasers Fig Bq BRPERB sce evacvessnsess 1,200 
fsa oe PF i essdscesse Sesevessevenns a, eee ee. nn EC tn eee erry rer rrr Sun., 10-10:30 tages 1,800 
cc Templeton. ...............- ce seeceeeeens NO 24 dian d cscs i'esss a abseled DM arictecbnsletercékensiscascetes crbsniveresaiiecves Fri., 7:30-8..... kaahounessaesis, 4,000 
Lowell Thomas. ...............0:seeeeeeeeeee MN irs SS sep ay tie ss. caes senna Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham....Blue............c.ssee0e: M.-F., a SORSSESTD ERS Rb 3,500 
NS LEO EPIE ETC COLETTE TT Drene, Teel............. | Rr erereeren EN er M., 8-8:30......000. abeecnst dia 2,750 
0 8 Sree rere rea YS re J. WORGE THOMDSON. 6 i6isiccvcccecs ME 6644049000085 M., 8.30- ; bs ote ous peteebesnseess on 1,200 
‘Truth or Consequences’............-.6--.0+5. BO are errr: a Nitth cca ciabeddeadeeses DM tvechtakancerschei’ CCT Tree 1,400 
Te re ee eee ore eae Vitamized Yeast Tablets............ PRUE do dewenecaewes (5sses0008 ere ee EE Sere re ere eee 2.500- 3,000 
EET TTT TTT TOT T TET ETE TT SUED HbdtG yee desd<eedis ice Kiecvnns kan custvsevssseenons’ Se are Sat., 10-10:30.....ccecescceeeeee 2,500 
‘Uncle Jim’s Question Bee’................4.. EE re, err Tree Pe ee rer | EPP Ter ree MURS, BBOD.. ccccccesesesessses 1,500 
‘Uncle Walter’s Dog H.ouse’...... rere SR fs eel La cAtekidakenwel I, SN vc ccc vnweecdeaeeanae | Ser Tues., 10:30- A... peeebeenncters 1,800 
Rudy Vallee.........seeeeceserseesessecseees DEE Ghdeeineicedesdusedsxekavens Rees & AMPIGM.....ccccccccesess Perey piebereennens Thurs., 10- act coekain 79,500-10,000 


(Continued on page 27) 
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BMI DECREE PUZZLES PUBS 


“ASCAP Jibes ‘Non-American’ Album | | PAVERNMENT Sou. . the ASCAP-BMI Dischords 


. 
Editor, VARIETY: : ae 9 Milwaukee, Jan. 28. 
When and where wane a tag — —— ond agel = the air. Extent of the campaign of ASCAP to ‘educate’ the people of the 
I am referring particularly to a ummert’s popular program, | 5 














ak 








tage ; hinterlands was illustrated in the appearance in many Wisconsin towns 
‘american Album of Familiar Music,’ which was broadcast over the in the past fortnight of Samuel Sorin, New York pianist who won the 
Red network Sunday (26) night at 9:30. Hummert has consistently oo | 1939 $1,000 award of the National Federation of Music clubs, under 
produced over the years, a first-rate musical program. We sympathize , : | whose auspices he appears. Managing his tour is Mrs. Grace Towne, 
with Hummert who has been placed in a musical straightjacket by Wisconsin Document Is) of New York, who is urging the locai clubs to back the ASCAP fight 
the chains. His task is a tough one and the repertoire of Sunday’s 





h : —s le against what she terms the radio chains’ ‘boycott of American music.’ 
program certainly showed it. On a program ostensibly devoted to Studied Carefully Pay Besides Milwaukee, Sorin appeared in Wausau, Stevens Point, Mani- 
familiar American music prominently featured were ‘Wine, Women ment at Source Seen towoc, Beloit, Janesville, Oconomowoc, Burlington, Ashland and 
and Song’ of Austrian descent; ‘Santa Lucia’ and ‘Shadow Song (Di- Established Regardless of SUpPerior—all a long, long way from Tin Pan alley. 
norah’) from the Italian, and I Dreamt I Dwelt in Marble Halls,’ a A hi s All three Milwaukee newspapers—The Journal, The Sentinel and 
well-known English composition, nything Else — Gloomy The Evening Post have already devoted pages to the ASCAP-BMI 

All great songs, but why mis-label them as American? Outlook Taken by Some) fight, all running serialized stories purporting to give both sides of 


The selections included in the program clearly demonstrate the 


° | the story day after day, some of the articles accompanied by pictures 
musical void on the networks created by the chains’ boycott of ASCAP Music Men 





with a few drops which trickle through the public domain. 


As a result, the public at large is probably better informed on the 
One good thing, at least, for the sponsor, is that the music will prob- 


subject than anywhere else and it is a common topic of discussion. 





| of principals. Editorial page comment, too, has been extensive, with 
music. It is especially difficult at this time for Hummert who has a | the radio columnists doing their daily bit. Battle also has gotten into 
had the wide repertoire of American music from which to draw in | local radio quiz shows, vaudeville bills, platter programs, night clubs 
building up his program. Thanks to the chains, he must be content ADMEN REACT | and wherever else either side could get a chance to make itself heard. 


















































, ably create a greater demand among radio listeners for Bayer’s Acceptance by BMI of a consent | Robert A. Hess, Wisconsin counsel for ASCAP, and George D, Skin- 
Aspirin. But it is more likely, that out of resentment, they will use decree trom the U. & Department ner, of New York, public relations department of BMI, have made 
Cr . . epe e . 
another headache remedy. : ; . - speeches to business clubs, etc. 
A. P. Waxman, | of Justice yesterday (Tuesday) got - 
Public Relations Counsel, ASCAP. (a4 mixed reaction from among law- 
. ° . 
— yers Ih the music industry. Some Amateur Songwriters 
questioned whether the document . ‘. ? ues amm or 
Coca- Ola Talent Costs would be upheld by the higher Fed-/ Station Aides Scramble 
eral courts in the event of a fight | ° be © 
—Continued from page Joma from ASCAP, while others regarded | For Performance Coin Commission Nn 
bh Onl And ning programs on NBC and Colum- | jt as a highly serious turning-point 
ia are spending, as 2ak of the}. are 
9 bia are spending, as the peak : hy in the career of ASCAP. One thing | St. Louis, Jan. 28. | ) 
1940-41 season approaches, a total of h ‘ ig nnnat . 
e $479 000 a week for talent. Mutual’s | t iat all these sources of comment Amateur songwriters with an eye 7 
night-time schedule accounts for an- | did agree on was that the decree |}to gathering kale from BMI are | ® 
5 “y . in > » ¢ ° ° ° . 
sing | other $15,000, which would make the |}has complicated the situation more haunting local radio stations with | 
| total for the three webs $494,000. | than ever and that the radio-music | their compositions and members of | a 
ares stwor *time | War may prove the most costly con- “ch ¢ ; P setting ir ae 
sicuiciaeaiiia |Talent costs for network daytime | ay I : = oo yA the orch at KSD are getting their | ented Sieeek otis didn't week to 
programs, including Saturday and troversy in the history of the amuse- brain children etherized. At KSD ; ; Aaa ¢ ee 
| ial ’ = , 7 nie rt 7-4 . Val , re e o 
F. W. Coste, v.p. in charge of the | Sunday matinee, are estimated to run | ment business, Clair Callahan, scripter and produc- | S¢!!, has pecoms esi iiee ahha: 
D'Arcy agency’s New York office,|in the neighborhood of $125,000 a| What makes the decree ominous tion director; Russ David, musical | erage commission suit as the result 
AAC ak a >| Bit iil ? oa Nar ) eerny a 7 = a . S Sista * a . : ° . os NI Y "de 
declared last week that regardless of | week. for ASCAI ; acc rding to gens of director; Arthur Schieler, a ear of his sale of WMCA, N.Y., to Ed 
. 1 1ese is or 7 \ rers 1 : _— e SY rey y y - {Ft vard ¥ NWoht Tha hr jer if +} 
the fact that the list of stations| Only night of the week where the — publishers’ lawyers, is that it| mer, and Jerry Whittington, a staff ward J. ae oe <a aes og 
. x : We a ne up in a/|eStablishes a pattern which wi n- nor ave ¢c > songs at | ac is Alex: J. Jacoby. 
broadcasting the Coca-Cola series has | talent expenditure has gone up in a| ¢StaDlishes a pattern whicl ill en- tenor, have composed songs tha a tion s- A ex “e er P J “y »by 
been reduced from 209 to 66 the ac-! big way is Sunday night. Not only reagpibia the Department of Justice have been broadcast and have also Papers we A filed in Loan N.Y. su- 
. . 1 | tinile ( "ESS , g ‘ x f f en cl i 2 lew York reme cc 7 ndav (5 
count had no intention of dropping | does this particular evening continue | to press through as far as ASCAP | been submitted to BMI in New York. preme court Monday (27). 
y ASCAP music from its recordings.|to lead in that phase of network so concerned. It is the very pattern; At KXOX, Brice Barrington, news Jacoby also named the Knicker- 
Coca-Cola has decided, he said, that | underwriting but compared to a year waieh had been suggested when An- ‘editor and program director, dis- bocker Broadcasting Co. and Emile 
| if it’s necessary to stay off the air|ago the accumulative talent outlay | Grew W. mersanatt was in the depart- | povered that Bernard H. Schroll, an Z. Weiberg and claimed that he and 
until the music war is settled it will | has jumped from $98,000 to $112,000 ment in 1935. Bennett later became employe in the Municipal auditorium Weinberg had entered into an ar- 
do so. 'An outstanding addition from the associated with the National Asso- concessionary office had cooked up| rangement with Flamm to collect a 
Meanwhil a " 1 coin angle has been the Helen Hayes ciation of Broadcasters in its state a tuneful ditty, ‘Tf I Can Only Hold | commi ion when and if they were 
Meanwhile, Coste added, _ thosé ages -% oy ; Ree ee : : : 
connected with the beverage com-_| ‘stanza (Lipton’s ea). legislative campaign against ASCAP. My Dreams’ and it has been broad-! instrumental in selling the station, 
. iti ‘ bs 3 T; Thece me wvye were 4 : 1 se 1 rey ae — 
pany’s Sunday matinee show on CBS Night By Night Ihese same lawyers were all of | cast several times. Among several | The commission deal was made sev- 
tt pate ssietiuaesions srowing concern Wednesday remains the second|the opinion that if ASCAP wants | gozen tyros who have visited this; eral years ago when Weinberg and 
with th fat of th it nt -am be-| leading money night of the week, to fight the department's action to’ ctation Mrs. Nell Penford offered! Jacoby were busine partners, 
i he fate ‘ rograr .- a : ; ; , yee ee ‘an ‘ y 
pita oe sineate atl a” aceieiiad while Thursday night has slipped to | the U. S. supreme court it will win, her ‘Sail On Little Dream Boat’ and, Flamm denies that Jacoby was in 
se < 1e Ite ( material. : : 4 rm 64 ‘ail 1 . +h A : 4 Pt - ‘ ; Pte ‘et 4 
Accou } heen considerin the econd to last rating. The b ym; but there is the question as to how | the station has broadcast it several any involved in the $850,000 sale. 
‘count las > v, side} g tne . : ] ] try OL . 
use of Fi « . "Ma ter : a other spot, for which Saturday has always | long the music industry would be! times. Both of these tunes will be 
se Of rankie asters On anotne : , ; hh} — } : 
he ork hor “se 1 a te re is doubt held the trophy, this time represents | able to withstand the competition’ sent to BMI for copyright scrutiny. 
; W 4 ) > “ . , . . \ q > y + c bd ps 
whet! th nup lg iT] ae nti] a total of $26,000. About a year ago | from BMI in so far as current sheet Cedric Adams Finals Out 
nether is series y star l S : niammees 
tl ; “ reel I -s ttled the commercial outgo for talent on/| music sales are concerned or how 
ve Music situation | as bee n set ed. NBC and CBS Saturday was $36,000. | effectively it would be able to adjust | ip,n5 cin) ee er ee 
The music conflict stated Coste 4 : . : ‘ they ill believe, tha roused NB 
has seriously upset Coca-Cola's radio At tl . — ; S ae ae “4 anird Be t to new methods of exploita-!anq Columbia to going throug! Minr p Jan. 28 
. Uy B I > JUL ) co ) A ap t n and n Cc nda l ()r tne i NT wal sedmabse mer forn ‘ 3 : 
plans but the agency and_ local “Ann R ' et al a CR er eT ee ee eee add c. BMI and es = ing a Ced \ ( in : n- 
bottler Bh cass oe © : wy 4 ($2,000) and DOD CI y € a otner nana ASCAI ml I 1 1] nevot y with ASCAP ; hin = baw 
l I nave SOUELNT In no Way LO ‘ rh : ss et at - ae bes : : : ; ee ) i yLa Ir! 
bring pressure on stations to signa- a eae ked hift i t} er it ' th tl Gc . t : The decree signatured by BMI that the ASCAP-BMI | a 
: Another market shift in tine |} agreement with the Government on a anes scree worke it : ‘ ‘i 
ture contracts. Coca-Cola's contract ae 3 +o ent of talent costs con- |; mtirely legal thesis and. that baaic hat any decree worked Our toughie. He had the At 3 
with Singin’ Sam has until June 30 week’s alignment of talent costs ¢ an entirely legal thesis and, that 1s, with ASCAP must be substantially on rand wanted t them 
oing wx as iT u OV, - onda sht tter “ae sols tte — % See : il V 
TE Sapte nei p sicasieclianes 1 OO Mo iday night. Latte now lat while it is a legal combination | jqentical with the terms of the idee dies sain ati ’'m Patty 
1 to go and he will goonrecording;—~ oy, vith the accumulative | jt might have been using imprope 7 h}} ’ ° 
programs until then if only for a **"*? ' xe seccnellas 4 Momatnay gn 1H ment nave een ing Improper, BMI decree Publishers’ Tlawye In laxine, I’m LaVerne ey 
Smit - 1S l as + 1' c cost having i reased from $61,000 to methods, such as the exclusive use cout this angle as one of those lid +} MeCarthy ¢ t { i 
>( un >r st: ns. pa ‘ é ; A ili alls € ; qai¢ or e ivicCartny if ) 
ae nee ae ere $70.000 of a blanket license, and that such | yy), that wouldn’t phase Thurman | + t that Patt ynstrate 
a . +] ee f the , ; \ . ath] 4 an = albedo . oug ina é 
Bi vars sel st = a the metnoa might be revised withou Arnold, special as tant attorne\ ye of her hot lick With a ‘Beppem 
night by night talent costs of com-| destroving the purpose and exist- nee : +} : , hie Mi ; i ’ 
GROVES T AXON pak j . : y he NBC an ] , ; ee o a : t t gfeneral, in une even he Ww | yoppem, dee, deety da dee plus a 
; mercia program on the NB ana ence of ASC AP. chance of obtaining an agreement narmonizing windup of thei ‘good 
Columbia schedules: Want to Ficht from ASCAP lad ete es ‘ : 
g from ASCAP., night idies and gentlemer su 
BenGay . ...s cc cccse Beamer : ( ind | t 
a e for the overwhel: ing rn tority Tha onaturing of the decree radio tation Ww CQO vetoed thi 
Monday ......-...... 70,000 Se tae The over: one oe eee a ‘tm rar Ripe ae 
a Tuesday 66,000 of writer and publisher members of. stirred anything but optimism in ad Adar enlightenin he publie 
y ‘i 75,000 ASCAP are intent on fighting the | agency quarters. Most of expressions | furth: on the conflict, saying: ‘Not 
U. B Groves has replaced Gor- WOGMOSGRY 2 cccceess 40, : ‘ . . - 4 5 ee : ; ety : 2 
l] ' } , , | 64,000 issue through to a finis! One thing culled from this source were that | one bar of music, not one note may 
don Bell as time buyer for Maxon Thursday .........-. »e, : ; be 5 ee piety! ree Wrinied 
yer l n j Frid: 66,000 in the consent decree that has give the music controversy had now be re é i peen 
y agercy. Bell has been inducted into Sa rere re >» nan writer wad eahs] a much | come the grazing ground for a horde | sent to New York ahead of t P nd 
J the U. S. Army Saturday paeneee 26,000 Se ee a ee ee ee ee ee A gece hie fY ' red f t 
He is in the anti-tank division at eS a Se ee ee alee ame Sime ea 
Fort Dix, N. J Totai ‘ : $479.000 NO'K J rte ora { e p I i f ey ne a 
pea: . rf . ptailed ple of payment at the ree It would have to reconcile themselve Marion, O Max Thon I be- 
a: See [See Page 26 chart for detailed | t | , Max 7 
. 7 tha . 0 of +} . . y , th vy P ry y »xtended in: 1] ( , +. hniciar ) Why mN N are 
William C. Gillespie, of KTUL,) breakdown of commer ial program \ the . l Fog hog anig t n : “A 2 ae una a iclan for WMRN, Mar 
Tulsa, in Miami. i costs. | Cipie in the new AoUsr’ ( Batt, | av J UF 40s) SSMS sN. . 
N V k P 
r rogram Osts 
stimate etwo . 
(Continued from page 26) 
7 al Can] 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT AGENCY NETWORK AIR TIME PROGRAM COSTS 
‘Voice of WN ic 556 5osbsae es a seeseawecs Firestone Tire & Rubber............5weeney & James beer eee eeeeeees — TECELerrereeae ry Te M., 8 u-9. besad. ep tie ba 3,000 
| *Vox Pop’ oo on TOGRCCO. «.icsc0 Fovsen eee reere 2 ys i eae. 5 7) areas Sr, oS ON eae Se ear g lg Bae eS Se a ee 2.500 
‘Waltz Time’... os mee or OQ: < ~ Saenrpenet area r OO oe ee Fri., 9-9:30 cee eakiiraas 2,600 
TUTTE TTT TTT ET : Seilbe I aeee : ae ai ye 
ee cek she ithekiukdaiecewiseh ct Chesterfields ........ Pere Se rere Tree ere a aad cg : oe inden’ mam py 
NE saci stb encnccnxseresesaters errr rrerr TT Tor seeeeeees Young & Rubicam........+++-+000+- tae ota dat aq + 9-9:30.... sees Seseseeeee 19,750- 4.5 
Wythe WEMREREIS.. .. occccccccccccccceccccces. Amer. Safety Razor: ....cccccccccccckederal AGV......ccccccvcvccesocees nen rere e eee eer Tu. i > oy Leyes eees error — 
Watt_F = iMG ceonsndoea iteesee WR, Teen er ceecee ol 
ETS: Sree retry Platt-Forbes ... See sceeeseencens o> Mu ga ime on 
; i snnen & J ‘hel 3 oa Sun., 9-9:15 exe betas 5,09 
Walter PE 5 60.5 06 66:60600646565000068060, RT OW GOFBONSE. 0.6 ccccess eevee es ene a Mitch eee eee eee eee eee BUC. ce eee seen eee, age eee oe 
‘Ww : { Ri 1 M. Seed MOGins heures eenee ew ens *., 10-10:3 =e i 
Wings of Destiny’............000-- eevee pr tries CIPGATORIPS «6. ckcescceesawteens Russel M. Seed ees seeeeeee eR ere F 10 sates a penises 
Tony Wons. Ae iakaarel a en RE ee ein re Oey Soa Henri, Hurst & McDonald........... PRs seme bcteee wes ones Yu., Th., 1:15-1:30 and Sun., 
FFs e sche eeiwetsces 4:15.4-30 | Rene | ose 
: , | ts Etreute Be VON is vs00cneenw vanes hp ee TE ee ee Tees ee Sun., 5:30-6 Per ee ee 2,890 
‘Your Dream Has Come True’...........----. Quaker Oats.... ssreeeecccoesceeeesRuthraul se al ro ceesccccecs si ~ te a pn 
Your Happy Birthday’............-....2...--Axton-Fisher Tobacco........-- -+ +. Wei IS Se RGGST cass tepteesceees BIUC... ce eceecreerececs Ay = - abana eats ecccee 2.5 “ 
*Your Hit ar ceeseoeeteeeenre Lucky Strike TTL CrE CCL Ted Bates. errr eT eT ea o* pi Titre Tee “a ‘ at coe cceseccoe eeseoce ‘enn 
¢ “1 A9¢ ] 2 Sat DM sé iw nin eeawee eerveors 3,20 
Your CT sp cnedsgadenakandeeece’ Continental BAKING... ccs eves Lord & Thomas...... eree ee E ar . ) 3,20 
—........ 
> | Rs a heed ~ pammentator. ef { pends on salaries of guest stars 
a Lump sum of $250,000 paid for season of 16 broadcasts covering time, opera, commentator, etc. Depen n salaries st guest A 
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Milwaukee, Jan. 28. 

Victor O. Waters, special assistant to the United States 
Attorney-General, appeared in Milwaukee yesterday (Monday ) 
and filed. with U. S. District Judge J. Ryan Duffy the official 
document embodying the ‘consent decree’ accepted last week 
by the Board of Directors of the National Association of 
Broadcasters on behalf of Broadcast Music, Inc. By this 
acceptance any grand jury or other proceedings against the 
N.A.B. or against NBC, CBS or Mutual, as networks, is ended. 

Meantime, however, the consent decree is not binding upon 
BMI unless and until the Department of Justice succeeds by 
court action in convicting the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers of conspiracy to operate a 
monopoly and thereby forcing ASCAP to terms substantially 
similar to BMI. ASCAP has refused to dicker further with 
the Government and presumably will fight the efforts of 
Thurman Arnold and his legal battery to coerce. The text 
of the consent decree is as follows: 


IN THE DISTRICT FOUR OF THE UNITED STATES FOR 
THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN, 
JANUARY TERM, 1941 

Unitep STATES OF AMERICA, 
Plaintiff. BE nee - 
v. CONSENT DECREE 
Broapcast Music, INc., 
Defendant. 

This cause came on to be heard on this 27th day of January, 
1941, the plaintiff being represented by Thurman Arnold, 
Assistant Attorney-General; J. B. Hutsting, United States 
Attorney for the Eastern Distr.ct of Wisconsin; Victor O. 
Waters, special Assistant to the Attorney-General, and Warren 
Cunningham, Jr., Special Attorney, and the defendant being 
represented by its counsel, and having appeared and filed its 
answer to the complaint herein. 

It appears to the Court that cefendant, Broadcast Music, 
Inc., has consented in writing to the making and entering of 
this decree, without any findings of fact, upon condition that 
neither such consent nor this decree shall be construed as 
an admission or adjudication that said defendant has violated 
any law. 

It further appears to the Court that this decree will pro- 
vide suitable relief concerning the matters alleged in the 
complaint filed herein and that by reason of the aforesaid 
consent of defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., and its accept- 
ance by plaintiff it is unnecessary to proceed with the trial 
of the action, or to take testimony therein, or that any adjudi- 
cation be made of the facts. 

Now, therefore, upon motion of plaintiff, and in accordance 
with said consent, it is hereby 


ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED 


1. The Court has jurisdiction of the subject-matter set 
forth in the complaint and of the parties hereto with full 
power and authority to enter this decree and the complaint 
states a cause of action against defendant, Broadcast Music, 
Inc., under the Act of Congress of July 2, 1890, entitled ‘An 
Act to Protect Trade and Commerce Against Unlawful Re- 
straints and Monopolies’ and the acts amendatory thereof and 
supplemental thereto. 

II. Defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., its officers, directors, 
agents, servants, employees and all persons acting or claiming 
to act on its behalf are hereby perpetually enjoined and re- 
strained from entering into or carrying out, directly or indi- 
rectly, any combination or conspiracy to restrain interstate 
trade and commerce, as alleged in the complaint, by doing, 
performing, agreeing upon, entering upon or carrying out 
any of the acts or things hereinafter in this paragraph II 
prohibited: 

(1) Defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., shall not, with re- 
spect to any musical composition, acquire or assert any 
exclusive performing right as agent, trustee or otherwise 
acting on behalf of any copyright owner or other owner of 
the performing right, or pursuant to any understanding or 
agreement with such owner to pay for such right a share 
of, or an amount measured by, the receipts or revenues of said 
defendant. Nothing contained in this sub-paragraph (1) shall 
be construed as preventing Defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., 
from acquiring or asserting exclusive performance rights 
(a) in any musical compositions of which said defendant shall 
also Own or acquire the copyright; (b) in any musical com- 
position concurrently with the exclusive right to publish such 
composition in the United States of America; (c) in any 
musical composition as a purchaser, assignee or licensee (but 
not as agent, trustee or otherwise on behalf of another) in 
consideration of the payment or agreement to pay, as the sole 
compensation for such performing rights, a fixed sum stated 
in the contract of purchase, assignment or license; or (d) in 
any musical composition, as a purchaser, assignee or licensee 
(but not as agent, trustee or otherwise on behalf of another) 
in consideration of the payment or agreement to pay, as the 
sole compensation for such performing rights, an amount 
determinable by reference to the number of licensed perform- 
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ances of such composition at a fixed per performance price 
and basis stipulated in such contract. 
NO DISCRIMINATION 

(2) Defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., shall not enter into, 
recognize as valid or perform any performing license agree- 
ment which shall result in discriminating in price or terms 
between licensees similarly situated; provided, however, that 
differentials based upon appficable business factors which 
justify different prices or terms shall not be considered dis- 
crimination within the meaning of this sub-paragraph; and 
provided further that nothing contained in this sub-paragraph 
shall prevent price changes from time to time by reason of 
changing conditions affecting the market for or marketability 
of performing rights. 

(3) Defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., shall not require, as 
a condition to any offer to license the public performance for 
profit of a musical composition or compositions for radio 
broadcasting, a license fee of which any part shall be (a) 
based upon a percentage of the income received by the broad- 
caster from programs in which no musical composition or 
compositions licensed by said defendant for performance shall 
be performed, or (b) an amount which does not vary in pro- 
portion either to actual performances during the term of the 
license of the musical compositions licensed by said defendant 
for performance, or to the number of programs on which such 
compositions or any of them shall be performed; provided, 
however, that nothing herein contained shall prevent said 
defendant from licensing a radio broadcaster, on either or 
both of the foregoing bases, if desired by such broadcaster, or 
upon any other basis desired by such broadcaster, 


BASES OF COMPENSATION 


With respect to any existing or future performing license 
agreement with a radio broadcaster, defendant, Broadcast 
Music, Inc., shall not if required by such broadcaster, refuse 
to offer either or both of the following bases of compensation 
which may be specified by the broadcaster: 

(i) in respect of sustaining programs a per program 
license fee, expressed in terms of dollars, requiring the 
payment of a stipulated amount for each program in 
which musical compositions licensed by said defendant 
shall be performed; 

(ii) in respect of commercial programs, a per program 
license fee, either expressed in terms of dollars, re- 
quiring the payment of a stipulated amount for each pro- 
gram in which musical compositions licensed by said 
defendant for performance shall be performed, or, at the 
option of defendant, the payment of a percentage of the 
revenue derived by the licensee for the use of its broad- 
casting facilities in connection with such program. 

In the event that defendant shall offer to license the public 
performance for profit of a musical composition or com- 
positions for radio broadcasting upon one or more of the 
foregoing per program bases, and shall also offer to license 
such performance on a basis of compensation which shall not 
vary in direct proportion to the number of programs on 
which musical compositions licensed by defendant shall be 
performed, defendant shall establish, in good faith, a relation- 
ship between such per program basis and such other basis, 
justifiable by applicable business factors, so that there will be 
no frustration of the purpose of this sub-paragraph to afford 
radio broadcasters alternative bases of license compensation. 

SEPARATE LICENSES NOT NEEDED 

(4) Defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., shall not license the 
public performance for profit of any musical composition or 
compositions except on a basis whereby, insofar as network 
radio broadcasting is concerned, the issuance of a single 
license, authorizing and fixing a single license fee for such 
performance by network radio broadcasting, shall permit the 
simultaneous broadcasting of such performance by all stations 
on the network which shall broadcast such performance, with- 
out requiring separate licenses for such several stations for 
such performance. 

(5) With respect to any musical composition in defendant’s 
catalog of musical compositions licensed for radio broadcast- 
ing and which is or shall be lawfully recorded on an elec- 
trical transcription or other recordation intended for broad- 
casting purposes, said defendant shall not refuse to license the 
public performance for profit by designated radio broadcast- 
ing stations of such camposition by a single license to any 
manufacturer, producer, or distributor of such transcription 
or recordation or to any advertiser or advertising agency on 
whose behalf such transcription or recordation shall have 
been made who may request such license, which single license 
shall authorize the broadcasting of the recorded composition 
by means of such transcription or recordation by all radio 
stations enumerated by the licensee, on terms and conditions 
fixed by said defendant, without requiring separate licenses 
for such enumerated stations. 

(6) Defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., shall not, in con- 
nection with any offer to license by it the public performance 
for profit of musical compositions, refuse to offer a license, at 
a price or prices to be fixed by said defendant, for the per- 
formance of such individual musical compositions or cata- 
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logues of musical compositions the use of which shall be re. 
quested by the prospective licensee. 


NO RESTRICTIONS ON PERFORMANCE 


(7) Defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., shall not assert or 
exercise any right or power to restrict from public perform- 
ance for profit by any licensee of said defendant any copy- 
righted musical composition in its licensed catalogue in order 
to exact additional consideration for the performance thereof 
or for the purpose of permitting the fixing or regulating of 
fees for the recording or transcribing of such composition: 
provided, however, that nothing in this. sub-paragraph shall 
prevent said defendant from restricting performances of a 
musical composition in order reasonably to protect the value 
of the public performance for profit rights therein or to 
protect the dramatic performing rights therein or as may be 
reasonably necessary in connection with any claim or litiga- 
tion involving the performing rights in any such composition. 

III. The terms of this decree shall be binding upon, and 
shall extend to each and every one of the successors in 
interest of defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., and to any and 
all corporations, partnerships, associations and individuals 
who or which may acquire the ownership or control, directly 
or indirectly, or all or’substantially all of the property, busi- 
ness and assets of defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., whether 
by purchase, merger, consolidation, reorganization or other- 
wise. None of the restraints or requirements herein imposed 
upon the Defendant shall apply to the acquisition of or 
licensing of the right to perform musical compositions 
publicly for profit outside of the United States of America, its 
territories and possessions, 


D. OF J. MAY CHECK BMI BOOKS 


IV. For the purpose of securing compliance with para- 
graph II of this decree, and for ne other purpose, duly 
authorized representatives of the Department of Justice shall, 
on the written request of the Atiorney General or an Assist- 
ant Attorney General and on reasonable notice to defendant, 
Broadcast Music, Inc., made to the principal office of said 
defendant, be permitted (a) reasonable access, during the 
office hours of said defendant, to all books, ledgers, accounts, 
correspondence, memoranda, and other records and docu- 
ments in the possession or under the control of said defend- 
ant, relating to any of the matters contained in this decree, 
(b) subject to the reasonable convenience of said defendant 
and without restraint or interference from it, and subject to 
any legally recognized privilege, to interview officers or em- 
ployees of said defendant, who may have counsel present, 
regarding any such matters; and said defendant, on such 
request, shall submit such reports in respect of any such 
matters as may from time to time be reasonably necessary for 
the proper enforcement of this decree; provided, however, 
that information obtained by the means permitted in this 
paragraph shall not be divulged by any representative of the 
Department of Justice to any person other than a duly 
authorized representative of the Department of Justice ex- 
cept in the course of legal proceedings in which the United 
States is a party or as otherwise required by law. 

V. The provisions of sub-paragraph (4) of paragraph II of 
this decree shall not become effective until nine months after 
the effective date of the other provisions of said paragraph. 


ENFORCEMENT WAITS UPON ASCAP 


None of the provisions of paragraph II of this decree shall 
become effective until 90 days after plaintiff shall have de 
livered to defendant, Broadcast Music, Inc., a certified copy 
of a consent decree or other final decree of a court of com- 
petent jurisdiction, not subject to further review, by which 
restraints and requirements in terms substantially identical 
with those imposed herein shall be imposed upon American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers; provided, 
however, that if said defendant shall be of the opinion that 
the restraints and requirements so imposed against American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers are not sub- 
stantially identical with those imposed herein, and shall apply 
to the Court within 20 days after receipt of a certified copy of 
said decree, for a determination of that question, no pro- 
vision of said paragraph II shali become effective until the 
Court shall have determined that such restraints and require- 
ments are substantially identical with those imposed herein. 

VI. Jurisdiction of this cause is retained for the purpose of 
enabling any of the parties to this decree to make application 
to the Court at any time after the delivery to the defendant 
of a certified copy of a decree against American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers complying with the pro- 
visions of paragraph V hereof for such further orders and 
directions as may be necessary or appropriate in relation to 
the construction of or carrying out of this decree, for the 
modification hereof upon any ground, for the enforcement of 
compliance herewith and the punishment of violations hereof. 
Jurisdiction of this cause is retained for the purpose of grant- 
ing or denying such applications as justice may require and 
the right of the defendant to make such application and to 
obtain such relief is expressly granted. 
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AWAY FROM | Judge Patrick T. Stone’s court here 
| Seaver than in the Milwaukee Fed- | 


eral court presided over by Judge F. 
Ryan Duffy because of Duffy’s sup- 
posed anti-ASCAP leanings as 


DUFFY 


Madison, Jan. 28. 

First suits to be instituted in Wis- 
consin since Jan. 1 against state ra- 
dio stations charged with copyright 
infringement have been filed in Fed-| ._ ne © thich all 1 
eral court here by the American So- = = sti — a ee | ave 
ciety of Composers, Authors and dian Love Call, Rose-Marie’ and I 
Publishers against WCLO, of Janes- | Bring a Love Song’ were aired on 
ville. and WJMC. of Rice Lake. | J4”- 1 in the course of a WCLO 
Damages totaling $1,750 are sought, | °T82" recital in violation of copy- 
on three counts against the first right ier indeeeene 
named station and four against the| Plaintiffs in the case 
latter. WJMC are Sun Music, Inc., Santly, 

The complaints were drawn by | Joy-Select, Inc., M. Witmark, Inc., 
Robert A. Hess, of Milwaukee, | and Paramount Music, Inc., who al- 


Duffy bill, when he was a member 
of the United States Senate, as well 
}as by his recent decision in the 
| ASCAP-Wiley Young case, in which 
he held constitutional the Wisconsin 
law requiring music brokers to pay 
| a 25° franchise tax. 


Plaintiff in the first named action 


evinced by his sponsorship of the | 


| effect that ASCAP 1s holding the 
| threat of prosecution over the heads 
| of station execs to force them to 
sign ASCAP contracts, and they pro- 
'fessed to have information that 
| WJMC was about to sign 
ASCAP, in which event the action 
just started would be dropped. In 


the ASCAP camp it was admitted | 


| there was possibility of ‘a settlement’ 
in the WJMC case, although nothing 
definite to date. 





WSGN, Birmingham, flu absentees: | 


| Bill Terry, production manager; Jo- 
|sephine Marlowe, traffic manager, 
,;and Carl Cannon, promotion direct- 


against | or, returned to work, whereupon 


Spielers Gene Plumstead and Ernest 
W. Choate hastened to bed on sick 
leave, 


with | 


Reports in BMI quarters are to the Creighton University here the other 


|day when it was found that the 
school’s ‘University-of-the-Air’ can't 
use its own school song. It happens 
to be ASCAP, director Edwin Puls 
has learned. Former student Gordon 
Richmond wrote the marching song 
and rights are now held by ASCAP. 

Puls is now trying to find a suit- 
able BMI student song he can use 
on the air, but so far hasn’t dis- 
covered anything that seems likely 
to attain the popularity of ‘The 
White and the Blue.’ 





Natchez (Miss.) Radio Corp. has 
| applied to FCC for permit to build 
station here. 





KWFC, Hot Springs? Ark., has sig- 
natured with Mutual, H. A. Shu- 
| man is manager. 





Most of the popular music being 
routed over Muzak lines into restau- 
rants, bars, etc., has become BMI, but 
not by choice. It’s because of the 
fact that the major portion of the 
platters used by Muzak are made 
from masters cut by Associated Music 
Publishers for its transcription trade. 
Since Associated feeds its output to 
radio stations, most of which are now 
non-ASCAP and pro-BMI, the biggest 
slice of Associated’s output is BMI. 

That means that if Muzak wants 
anything different than what Asso- 
ciated has it must go to the trouble 
and expense of getting it arranged 
and recorded separately. , 
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PAINE, IKE LEVY 
DEBATE, 32 
LISTEN 


Philadelphia, Jan. 28. 


John G. Paine, of ASCAP, and 
Isaac D. Levy, of WCAU, staged 
what is believed to be the first pub- 
lic debate by leaders of both groups 
on the ASCAP—radio question yes- 
terday (27) and both came to the 
same conclusion: 

The entire squabble will be settled 
shortly. 

Levy said the settlement would 
come as the result of governmental 
pressure. Paine said it would come 
because of ASCAP’s feeling of re- 
sponsibility toward the music-loving 
public. 

The debate was held before the 
newly-formed Pennsylvania Radio 
Council, formed by the radio com- 
mittee of the Pennsylvania Federa- 
tion of Womens’ Clubs to co-ordinate 
public taste to the radio industry. 

Paine took the floor first and out- 
lined the history and growth of 
ASCAP. It was formed, said Paine, 
to protect American genius. 

He wound up his main address by 


charging that the broadcasters were | 


‘che>ting’ listeners of great music. 
‘There are only three nations in 
the world in which American music 
is barred,’ he said. ‘Germany, Italy 
—and the United States.’ 
Levy began his address by assert- 


ing that broadcasters ‘wanted to play | 


ASCAP music.’ 

‘We would be delighted to play it 
—if they would only tell us what 
it costs,” he said. ‘We want to buy 
it, but they won’t sell it. ._We would 
like to play ‘God Bless America,’ but 
I don’t think that songs like ‘Up-Sy- 
Downsy,’ ‘Cuckoo in Clock’ and 
‘Shoot the Sherbert to Me Herbert’ 
builds culture. 


Levy outlined the growth of fees 
from broadcasters levied by ASCAP. 
In 1924 a broadcasting station paid 
$500-a-year. In 1940 the same sta- 
tion paid $50,000, Levy said. 


‘All we say to ASCAP,’ Levy said, 


‘Is this: Place a price on every piece | 


of your music. 

‘Or use some other method where- 
by we can use some music that the 
public wants, and we will pay you 
for that music. We refuse to pay 
you for programs where we do not 
use your music. 

‘ASCAP continually says that its 
doors are open. That's right, their 
doors are open, and as soon as we 
Stick our heads in they will crack 
us wich a blackjack.’ 


In rebuttal Paine declared that the 


broadcasters were misrepresenting 


the case in asserting that ASCAP | 
wanted $9,000,000 and that the so-| 


ciety discouraged the writing by 
amateurs. ‘As a matter of fact,’ he 
said, ‘ASCAP is and always has 
made special effort to help amateurs 
in a very practical way—by getting 
experts to give them advice and 
guidance.’ 

The debate, held in the 
auditorium, was attended by 
persons. WCAU officials 
‘proved’ that the public wasn’t in- 
terested in the ASCAP controversy. 
ASCAP reps blamed the poor at- 
tendance on the weather. (It was 
snowing heavily yesterday morning). 

There was little advance publicity 
on the debate. WCAU carried no 
advance notice at all. Only one daily 
newspaper printed any advance men- 
tion of the event. 


WCAU 


only 32 





‘ASCAP Parade’ on KABC 
San Antonio, Jan. 28. 

Station KABC here has been se- 
lected as one of the outlets to air 
‘ASCAP on Parade’ each 
through transcriptions. Airings are 
produced by Billy Rose, written by 
Oscar Hammerstein and announced 
by Deems Taylor. 

Station KABC is both ASCAP and 
BMI licensed. Station KMAC is only 
other local outlet with ASCAP li- 
cense. Stations WOAI, KTSA and 
KONO are BMI licensed only. 
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week | 
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Hopeful 


Chicago, Jan, 28. 

With the regular theme song 
of the orchestra banned from the 
ether because it is an ASCAP 
tune, Dick Jurgens has his or- 
chestra play its regular theme 
immediately after coming off the 
alr, 

Jurgens says he doesn’t want 
the boys to forget how to play in 
case the music battle is ever set- 








tled. 











INDIES WIRE 
ASCAP AFTER 
PROGRAM — 


| 
Washington, Jan. 28. | 

If Gene Buck meant what he said | 
Saturday (25) in the ‘ASCAP on | 
Parade’ program, he can count on 
the National Independent Broad- | 
casters to do business. 
echoes had faded, 


telegram from | 





| ASCAP president offering to sit 
|around the table again—with a big) 
IF. All they want is assurance that 
|Tin Pan Alley will consider a license | 
| arrangement such as that embodied! 
in the consent decree between BMI| 
|}and the Justice Department. Re- 
calling the several days of unfruit- 
| ful talks last autumn, the NIB bosses | 
|sent the following wire right after 
| hearing the first of the ASCAP pro-| 
| grams: 
| ‘This is in response to your 

radio appeal to broadcasters in 

your radio program ‘ASCAP on 

Parade’ to meet with you re- 
garding contracts for the broad- | 
casting of ASCAP music in order 
that the public will not be de- 
prived of hearing it. National 
Independent Broadcasters repre- 
senting the independently owned 
and operated broadcast stations 
in the United States again re- 
quest a license in behalf of its 
members which will require the 
payment of license fees only on 


programs in which ASCAP 
music is used and which does 
not require the payment of 


license fees on programs which 
do not use your music. This 
same request was made in writ- 
ing last October and_ after 
lengthy discussions was refused. 
Such a license has been issued to 
newspaper owned broadcast sta- 
tions for the past eight years. If 
you will state definitely that you 
will issue such a license to our 
members we will be very happy 
| to continue the discussion, but 
we will not discuss your demand 
for a five-year license which re- 
quires our members to pay you 
license fees on programs which 
do not use your music.’ 
Wire carried hancocks of Harold 
LaFount, Ed Allen, Andy Bennett, 
Lloyd Thomas, and Ed Spence. 


Stephens College Survey 
Gives ASCAP an Edge 


Columbia, Mo., Jan. 28. 

Stephens College for girls, one of 
the more publicized institutes of the 
country, has now come into the music 
situation with the results of a survey 
conducted among the students. The 
girls, reports James Kilpatrick, the 
college’s p. a., are listening more to 
records and less to radio, ‘feeling 
irked that Jerome Kern and Cole 
Porter are locked up as far as radio 
is concerned.’ 

Sheet music sales, according to the 
survey, have become practically n’‘l, 
| while phonograph record sales have 
picked up in a big way. Benny Good- 
man, Artie Shaw and Tommy Dorsey 
are given as the girls’ dise faves, and 
the preference for sweet swing in 
contrast with all-out swing is two to 
one. Kilpatrick states that 900 of the 
school’s 1,700 students were polled 


lfor the foregoing abadaba, and that 


the girls who are still listening in 
give ‘Frenesi,” ‘I Hear a Rhapsody’ 
and ‘I’ll Give You My Word’ as their 
choice dance tunes. Latter are all in 


‘the BMI catalog. | 


ANTI-WISECRACK 


AOUAP JOKES AF 
CALLED OtFal 


National Association of 
Broadcasters’ Sixth Dis- 
trict Passes Resolution— 
Edwin Craig in Mailing 
Out the Statement De- 
plores Bob Hope Quip 





NO HUMOR SEEN 


Nashville, Jan. 28. 
Despite efforts of third parties to 


|see humor in certain aspects of the 


current music war between ASCAP 
and the radio industry the broad- 
casters in this zone don’t appreciate 
wisecracks, gags or comedy refer- 
ences. Especially not over the air. 
Edwin Craig of WSM here who is 


Before the! director for the sixth district of the 


National Association of Broadcasters 


the indies was on the way to the) has declared: 


‘Certainly radio owners ought to 





—— 





The Dark, Brown Taste 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 


Biggest trouble maker around 
NBC is that gal named Jeannie. 
Queen of public domain last 
week got in the light brown hair 
of Wendell Williams, net’s chief 
censor here, when Bob Hope in- 
sisted on using a gag on the 
muchly kicked-around oldster. 
Comic shouted up to Williams in 
the contro] room, ‘I’m going to 
rehearse it so you better re- 
hearse the cut.’ 


Sure enough he did and on the 
eastern broadcast Williams 
ordered the knob turned for a 
fade. Piece of biz had to do 
with Hope’s. scoring a_ golf 
match. ‘I was so good at it they 
called me the genius with the 
light brown pencil,’ he quipped. 
Studio audience howled, but it 
never rode the ozone. 








, 
be able to prevent their own prop- | 
| erties from being used against them.’ 


This quotation is from introduttory 
remarks by Craig to the publicity re- 
lease on a resolution recently passed 
N.A.B. district meeting. 
Craig also said ‘Bob Hope has tried 
to scuttle the ship on his program 
last night.’ This is the text of the 
resolution: 


here by the 


‘Whereas, it has come to our 
attention that certain radio come- 
dians and entertainers are using 
the current music controversy be- 
tween the radio industry and the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers as a basis 
for their wisecracks and gags; 
‘Therefore, be it resolved by the 
radio broadcasters in district con- 
vention assembled at Nashville, 
Tennessee, that the advertisers, 
their agents, and the networks are 
hereby requested to eliminate from 
their programs all mention of this 


music controversy, favorable or 
unfavorable, whether by direct 
statements or by inference. 


‘Be it further 
copies of this 


Resolved, That 
resolution be sent to 
the heads of program departments 
of the major networks.’ 


WSM Gives Debate Data 


While the ASCAP-Radio feud has | 


not been played up in the Nashville 
press, it has gotten considerable play 
among Nashville high school stu- 
dents. The only editorial comment 
in local press was pro-radio however. 

But the high schools have decided 


ON 


MUSIC 
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Odd Omission? 


Washington, Jan. 28. 


It was especially noted here 
that after all the years of talk 
about getting music on a per- 
piece or per-program basis, 
attorneys for the two oldest net- 
works and for N. A. B. didn’t 
raise a voice in the antitrust 
parleys to see that a clause of 
this nature was in the BMI con- 
sent decree. 


Mutual, which has never been 
aggressive in copyright fights 
(party because it didn’t exist 
when the last row occurred) had 
to carry the ball. The numerous 
N. A. B. resolutions apparently 
faded from memories of those 
representing the interests behind 
the customary whereases. 


IF BMI EVER 
GETS THAT 
WAY’ 


Milwaukee, Jan. 28. 

Music of Broadcast Music, Inc., 
may be played in taverns, theatres, 
hotels, restaurants and clubs without 
paying BMI fee at the present time, 
although eventually BMI may make 
a charge on the theory that a com- 
poser is entitled to a return for use 
of his creation. If that policy is 
adopted it will be upon a graduated 
and fair fee _ basis, 
George D. Skinner of New York, 











spoke here before a meeting of the 
Tavern Music Protective association 
at the Eagles club. 

Vollmer T. Dahlstrand, president 


tion (AFL), open in its hostility to 
ASCAP, also spoke, citing instances 
of ASCAP’s alleged unfair prac- 
tices, then announced: 

‘If BMI ever gets that way we'll 
| fight it, too.’ 
| Wiley Young, treasurer of 
| against who recently won a decision 





against ASCAP in Federal court 
|here, was another speaker, declar- 
ing: 

‘ASCAP has been handing us 
tavern keepers dirty deals all the 


time, but we never intended to 
| try to put ASCAP out of business 
| with our test suit; we want only 


that they charge a fair and grad- 
uated and stop soaking us all 
the traffic will bear.’ 

i Sol Zien, of the Wiscon- 
sin Tavern Weekly News, advised 
| the cafe men to ‘play only BMI mu- 
| sic, then you'll get into no more 
| trouble with ASCAP-.’ 

Besides talking to the tavern keep- 
ers, Skinner spoke before the Junior 
Association of Commerce, saying ra- 
dio networks and 664 radio stations 
were forced to form BMI. when 
ASCAP ‘put them in a squirrel cage,’ 


fee 


manager 


{that ASCAP was a good idea gone 
wrong, and that through its mo- 
{nopoly talent was being squelched 


for the benefit of ‘a favored few of 
the inner circle.’ 

‘Under BMI we are maintaining a 
\higher publishing schedule’ than 
anyone ever achieved before,’ said 
Skinner. ‘We reached such a 
point that we have nine print- 
ing houses going overtime. We are 
shipping five railway express carloads 


nave 


now 


of music weekly. We employ over 
100 musicians as editors, arranger: 
and so on. Last week we sold more 
than 100,000 copies of our music. 
Best seller lists include more BMI 
numbers than those of any other 
publisher. 

‘We are extending our influence 


internationally and for the first time 
Latin American composers are be- 
ing paid for the use of their music 
in the United States.’ 


to take the ASCAP-Radio battle as | 


their annual inter-school debate | 
topic. First round was completed 
Friday (17) with East High winning 
over Cohn High. Radio officials 
were gratified, winners had defended 
radio’s side of the argument. Jack 
Harris, WSM publicity chief, has 
been cooperating with debaters in 


furnishing pro-radio teams their am- 
munition, 


Worcester Band Down 
Worcester, Jan. 28. 
WTAG’s studio orchestra, led by 
Dol Brissette for more than three 
years, has been replaced by band led 
by Bob Pooley, also a lc cal maestro. 
Brissette ork used 13 ovieces, while 
Pooley plans to reduce to seven or 
; eight. 


according to} 


public relations head of BMI, who| 


of the Milwaukee Musicians associa- | 


the | 


WASHINGTON 
ANGLES ON 
‘CONSENT 


Washington, Jan. 28. 

More than two weeks of haggling 
; ended Thursday (23) when attorneys 
|for the principal networks and 
N.A.B. came to terms with the Jus- 
tice Department lawyers. Settle- 
ment was ratified Saturday (25) by 
Assistant Attorney General Thur- 
| man Arnold, who left details up t 
his subordinates and returned to hi: 
| desk after the final huddle. 

| Under the pact, BMI will: 

1, Make its music available to 
all comers on equivalent terms. 

2. Give customers the choice of a 
blanket license or a per-use arrange- 
ment. 

3. Allow its licensees to buy any 
other music they want. 


4. Permit publishing houses an@ 
tunesters to make their own deals, 
if the latter think they can do bet- 
ter than BMI, 

5. Provide clearance at the source. 

In return for these guaranties, the 
Government will: 

1, Drop its announced plan to hail 
the radio industry and its leaders he- 
fore a grand jury. 

2. Grant a period of one year in 
which to revise network — affiliate 
contracts so that clearance can be 
assured, 

The on-again, off-again parleys 
came to a successful conclusion after 
the BMI directors on Tuesday (21) 
quibbled about language and in- 
sisted on several changes in phrase- 
ology which made no material dif- 
ference as far as the effect of the 
negotiations was concerned. These 
were accepted by Victor O. Waters, 
the principal D. of J. lawyer, with- 
out further argument. 

The Justice Department explained 
that in order to avoid handicapping 
| BMI in its tug of war with ASCAP, 
the agreement will become effective 
‘only when similar restraints have 
been imposed’ on the opposition. At 
the same time, the trust-busters re- 
assured the radio industry they have 
not given up their ‘intention to pro- 
ceed promptly with criminal pro- 
ceedings’ against Tin Pan Alley, add- 
ing a reminder—for public consump- 
tion—that consent decree conversa- 
tions with ASCAP ‘ended abruptly 
in late December.’ Agreement is ef- 
fective 90 days after the ASCAP 
problem is settled. 

With assurance that the pact does 
not mean any laws were violated, 
BMI agreed to the conditional in- 
junction to give up any of the prac- 
tices which the Justice Department 
considers against the Sherman Act. 
The agreement, according to Neville 
Miller, president of both N.A.B. and 
BMI, reflects ‘the spirit and intent’ 
of the radio industry’s own venture 
into the music business and is noth- 
ing more than a formal agreement 
to carry out original intentions 
whenever the rival outfit is forced 
to compete on the same terms. 

Washington believes most 
nent and important aspect of the 
‘consent’ relates to the license fee 

Besides promising there will 
be no favoritism (such as for news- 
paper-owned plants) and no exclu- 
Sivity requirement, BMI agreed to 
peddle its repertoire on a pick-and- 
choose basis. Stations can buy the 
entire catalog at one swipe, buy the 
right to unlimited use of particular 
tunes, or pay for what is used on an 
as-if basis, 

Percentage payments 
without consent of the licensee~— 
include any slice of the station Ine 
come from non-musica] programs— 
a point which N.A.B. has been une 

willing to compromise in talks with 
ASCAP over the last six or seven 
years. Relation between the blanket 
fee and the per-use formula must 
be ‘reasonable.’ If the station owner 
wants, in order to simplify book- 
keeping chores, to pay a 
amount of his aggregate revenue in 
return for unrestricted access to the 
BMI catalog, that’s his lookout. But 
BMI can’t insist that he sign a con- 
‘tract of this nature, 
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FOUR AMERICAN, ONEBRITISH TELEVISION AND IN ENGLAND— 


SYSTEMS VIEWED IN N.Y. BY THE FCC. z a 


Dumont, RCA, Bell, CBS 


Color and Scophony Are 


Visited — Rivals Have Chance to Strut Their 
Stuff—FCC Policy May Be Defined 


Members and staff of t'e Federal, 


Communicat Commission came 
from Washington to view a series 
of television demonstrations in New 
York City last Friday and Saturday 
(24-25) preparatory, presumably, to 
the commission making up its mind 


IONS 


on future policy. American tele- 
vision has been held in abeyance, 
more or less, since the FCC smacked 


RCA-NBC for being over-agressive 
in going after sales last spring. 

“‘hree demonstrations, Dumont, 
RCA and Bell Lab, were held Fri- 


day. Columbia Color television and 
the British Scophony system were 
viewed Saturday. This was the 


general trade impression of what the 
FCC saw: 


| ~ 1. DUMONT ~—& 


Method ‘which is affiliated with | 


Paramount Pictures) seemed to have 
made little progress since its pub- 
licity splurge in the early days of 
the first year at the N. Y. World’s 
Fair. It has been understood recently 
that the New Jersey transmitter was 
actually behind a Chicago sending 
unit of the same company. 


Dumont’s demonstration purported 
to prove that pictures could be 
transmitted at 625 lines—15 frames 
without flicker or blurr in compari- 
son to the present standard of 441 
lines—30 frames methods. The dem- 
onstration viewed presented little 
proof. The picture projected by two 
machines, one equipped with a new 
type 20-inch cathode ray tube on a 
screen 11x16 inches and a second via 
a 14-inch tube on an 8x12 screen, 
was alternately vague and shadowy 


and not at all consistent, particu- 
larly’ in the closeup views of Dr. 
Thomas T. Goldsmith, Jr., director 
of research for Dumont. It was defi- 
nitely not of satisfying clarity, 
though, as Dumont claimed, there 
was no flicker. 

Purpose of developing transmis- 
sion of pictures at 625 lines—15 


frames, according to Dumont, is that 
the increased number of lines makes 
for a clearer picture and the less- 


ened number of frames will allow 
the use of a narrower broadcast 
band, which will work numerous 


benefits on both transmission and re- 
ception. 

Demonstration originated on the 
same floor as the reception sets, the 
two points being directly connected 
by wire. Material consisted of still 
taken from films which de- 
the gress of 1940. 
preceded the 


snots, 
ed 
Jumont 


with 


pro 
showing 
of motion pic- 
first taken at 15 
fra: a second which was supposed 
to prove that not blurred 
or jerky at that photographic rate. 
Second consisted of shots of flowers 
and taken at present 


the unreeling 
tures of two types, 


nes 


motion is 


scenes profes- 


sional motion picture rates of 24 
frames a second. Dumont claimed 
that the 15 frame pictures did not 
blur and showed them as a means 
of proving that its 15 frame tele- 
Vision transmission would not blur 


It was right in that 


the films did 


not have that quality, but ‘hey were 
jerky and unreal in comparison to 
the present day speed of 24 pictures 
per second. 

; 2 RCA—NBC : 


' 


Demonstrations were held in the 
RCA building, Radio City, and at 
the New Yorker theatre. First show- 
ing exhibited the progress NBC has 
made in the fleld of home receivers 
the broadcast subjects emanating 
from transmitters atop the Empire 
State building, a dozen blocks or so 
distant. Home receivers were 
tered around the large demonstra- 
tion room, two equipped with stand- 
ard 8x10 screen and three fitted with 

342x18 outlets. 


scat- 


Demonstration evolved into an en- 
tertaining show, It ran. through shots 
of Lowell Thomas, James Rowland 
Angell, Carveth Wells, Betty Hut- 
ton, scenes at the Army’s Camp Up- 
ton at Yaphank, L. I., and a smooth- 
ly produced, directed and written 
session with ‘The Aldrich Family,’ 
headed by Ezra Stone. RCA and 
NBC apparently went to. great 
lengths on showmanship. 

All pictures were sharply defined 
and without a trace of flick: 
terruption of any kind. Only 
ment that was not clear was w 


Oo! n- 


sey- 


hen 


| the pickup shifted to mobile units 


at Camp Upton. These were murky 
and indistinguishable, but the dark 
and stormy weather probably 


acC- 


' counted for most of the lack of clar- 


ity. Only noticeable difference be- 
tween the pictures offered by the 
differently sized screens was that the 
larger didn’t seem as accurate as 
the smaller in distinguishing black 
from white. The 13%2x18 seemed to 
merge the two colors into a filmy 
gray. 

Large screen demonstration at the 
New Yorker tieatre was highly sat- 
isfactory. Using a 15x20 foot screen, 
RCA projected, with perfect clarity 
for an early demonstration, varied 
entertainment subjects which came 
into the theatre via ‘specially bal 
anced telephone lines’ from the RCA 
studios. Picture presented at first 
gave off a rounded edge, lined im- 
pression similar to the effect of a 
standard 8x10 picture, especially in 
closeups, but as the showing prog 

the figures smoothed out, 
because of correction of the 
projection machinery or because the 
viewees became accustor-ed to the 
mentioned. Projection ma- 


sed 
either 


re 


points 


chinery itself was situated in the 
first row of balcony seats and thrown 
on the screen the same way as m< 

t110n pictures, 


for the large screen 
ame from the RCA 
Bldg. studios, except for one return 
p Upton. That the poor qual- 
Army scenes was due to bad 
weather and lack of sunlight hinder- 
ng at ti 
when a 
handling 


Material used 
demonstration c 


to Can 
of 
1e pickup point was prov 
of the announcer 
was routed out to the Long 
Island transmitters and back It 
68 m as did the s} 
p Upton, via two baoster 


closeup 


came the 
from Can 


’ 
es, 
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In Canada 


Also line 
Recording of 
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Lachine, 


For Canada. 





and Pressed 


Vertical or Lateral 


Compo Company Limited, 
Montreal, 
Transcription headquarters 


Canada. 











Tele’s Next Act? | 





National Television Standards 
Committee report appeared Mon- 
day (27) subsequent to the big 
sky-pictures weekend. Chair- 
man Fly of the FCC also let it 
be known that public hearings in 


Washington will precede final 
enunciation of American tele 
standards. 


CBS color is the big ? of the 
situation. 








relay points, to the Empire State, | 
broadcast to the RCA Bldg., then | 
into the theatre over, the wires. 
Difference between the differently 
picked up closeups was negligible. 


3. BELL LABS. | 


Television test at the Bell Labora- | 
tories in downtown Manhattan con- 
sisted of demonstrations of trans- 
mission over a distance of 200 miles. 
While television transmission over a 
coaxial cable was used in 1940 on the 


Republican national convention in | 
Philadelphia, with this event re- | 


ceived in New York, this FCC saw 
probably the most extensive test use 
of the coaxial cable. And the first 
time it has been compared with or- 
dinary telecasting over short dis- 
tances (from the next room, in this 
case). 

Signals from the scanner in N.Y. | 
Bell Labs were transmitted to Phil- 
adelrhia and back to New York 
where the picture was viewed. This 
was possible because there are two 


coaxial cables between the two 
cities. For the 200-mile transmis- 
sion, 40 amplifications were em- 


ployed by the Bell System. Test was 
made to illustrate to FCC experts 
the negligible difference between 
short-distance telecasting and trans- 
mission ovcr 200 miles. 

Motion picture film was especially 
printed for the test, a specia] pro- 
jecter and the Bell-developed scan- 
ning device were employed through- 
out the 40-minute demonstration. 
Image director tube used was a 
Farnsworth invention, with Bell Lab- 
oratories employing its own cathode- 
ray tube and transmitter, developed 
primarily as testing instruments for 
engineers studying television trans- 
mission, 

Bell Lab experts explained that 
future tests would be made in seek- 
ing wider but that 
the band the more it costs to operate. 
It was pointed out that tests 2,700,000 


cycles wide for television produced 
a very 
h 


th wry 


sands, the wider 


y good grade picture and that 

oher frequency transmitting costs 
more, 

American Telephone & Telegraph 


s¥stem, of which Bell Labs is a part, 
so has a coaxial cable line extend- 
ing 200 miles from Minneapolis to 


Stevens Px Int, 


of 


Wis. It was ins 
the new 


1 Chicago and Minneapolis 


talled 


as pal phone line be- 
By 
various loops of this 200-mile stretch, 


te > this UW 


tweer! 


nter are 


expected to 


p ve the workability of tele 


ver 800 mile 


on 
of coaxial cable. 


4. COLUMBIA COLOR 


The method that the CBS network 


s evolved has been making notable 
n experimentatio To its 
¢ VO ke l 8) t € Dl k it § 
e Gt ar! ( f i 
¢ ¢ The S < 
oY ri é CBS 
Live pickup itself 
Pickup under moderate amount of 


Progress in solving color break-up. 


Synchronization of receivers for 
different power supplies. 
Compact receiver lab built for 


demonstration). 

Quiet color disc. 

Cool fluorescent lights and 24-frame 
scanner, 

Progress in actual program tech- 
niques, 

CBS’ demonstration had nany 
clever touches and was, in detail and 
in total concept, calculated to prop- 
agandize for color. It was, in effect, 
a continuous blast against black and 
white television. 

It would be impossible to guess 
what the FCC members thought, but | 


CBS color did one of two things (a) 
stole the two-day show or (b) de- 
tracted from the undoubted ad- 
vanced skill and production versatil- 
ity displayed by RCA-NBC. 





5. SCOPHONY | 
FCC paid a courtesy visit to the 
British television system offices 


$ wo. . rere ” vr 7 » * 


att 





KANG AS 





JOHN BAIRD’S COLOR TELEVISION 


Although television operations ceased at the British Broad- 
casting Corp. with the outbreak of war in September, 1939, 
television pioneer John Baird held a color demonstration a 


‘few weeks ago at his private laboratory in Sydenham, out- 


side London, to display color television described as based 
upon a ‘spotlight’ principle at 600 lines and 25 frames a 
second. Flicker is reported reduced and definition said to be 
sharp. A cathode ray is the source of light. Revolving disk 
fitted with blue, green and red filters is employed. 

The above photograph is of a recent Baird private demon- 
stration in England. 


WFMJ’s RCA Tele Tieup | 


Feltis Heads Ad Club 


Seattle, Jan. 28. 


, Hugh M. Feltis, commercial man- 
Youngstown, O., Jan. 28. ‘ i 
a ; ager of KOMO-KJR, has been se- 
WFMJ, in conjunction with the ike ; we 
Youngstown Vindicator, has ar- | ected president of the Seattle Ad- 
ranged with RCA for a television | vedtising and Sales Club. Under 
(circuit) demonstration during the | his administration the Seattle club 
Youngstown Home Show, March 19- will work with other advertising 


clubs of the Coast in the 
vertising and Sales Club 
boost advertising. 


Pacific Ad- 
program to 
Chairman of the 


24. There will be two contests tied 
up with the event. One will be to 
pick ‘Miss Television,’ who will re- 


ceive an all-expense-paid trip to Seattle committee of the PASC pro- 
New York for television tests by gram is Warren E. Kraft, vice-presi- 
NBC. Other, a television talent | dent of Erwin, Wasey. 

hunt, will offer money prizes. Feltis has been a broadcaster since 


1929 . 


ted 


weekly 


Station has sta! 
with 


broadcasts. 


plugging the 
voice audition 


stunt 





C Only 

10 days before Sclomon Sagall, pro- } 
‘ter of Scophony unveiled his 
mirror drum, long-burning cool-tube | 





type of large-screen television for | \ 
the benefit of the New York daily | 
i trade press. Scophony has two | 
ypes of large screen, as previously FOR TIME BUYERS 
ported and would prc bably go 
er eee ; sling ra- 
to competition aggressively if the When you're — seqneua 
| ‘ . scticut, re 
conditions for competition were es- dio in Connecti ly 
1 1: | WDRC is the on 
tablished, these including presum- heer the Station for 
: AF EE ON FRET AS Basle Columbia Sta 
alization, StandardailZa- ith more 
I es. f? es, inte »} angeab le miles around me ‘ rs 
: l h 4 » sid S, ile CliallipCavi stents “ million listen¢ : 
' What a buy = 
hil Iphi : Oo nupreoe vie # WDRC's rate! Write rae 
" _ y . 
Philadelphia—! rs in, £0 six Malo, Commercial Mgr-» 0 
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er KYV 















CENTRAL OHIO'S 
ONLY CBS OUTLET 


ASK ANY BLAIR MAN OR US 









































—  ——————— 

















Wednesday, January 29, 1941 


VARIETY 


RADIO 33 











Texas Legislature 


LAFOUNT’S STAFF 





To Scan ASCAP | pogers As WOV G. M—Hyla Kic- 


Austin, Tex., Jan. 28. 

Bill to investigate the control of 
musie by the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
js to be introduced to the present 
state legislature now in session here 
by Representative Joe Skiles. 
“Attorney General Gerald C. Mann 
will be asked to inquire into possi- 
ble ASCAP violation of the state 
anti-trust laws. 











“TOLEDO 


A Fort Indastry Market 





()% 


Of the ten leading na- 
tional programs (as rated 
by the CAB) are Broad- 


cast exclusively on 


WSPD 


IN TOLEDO 


and 


NORTHWESTERN OHIO 


These 7 out of 10 top audi- 
ence shows are heard thru 
WSPD: 

Jack Benny 

Chase & Sanborn 

Fibber McGee & Molly 

Bob Hope 

The Aldrich Family 

Kay Kyser 

One Man's Family 


Representative: Katz Agency 


























| TOLEDO, OHIO 





| zales As His Aide 





New lineup of executives has 
taken charge at station WOV, which 
| moved into its new quarters on 
| Fifth avenue, N. Y., last week. Har- 
| old A. LaFount is in charge of all 
|'Arde Bulova stations. Naylor Rog- 
‘ers is general manager of WOV. 
Hyla Kiczales, formerly manager, 
| stays on as his assistant. Stuart 
| Buchanan is program director, with 
John C. Schramm, formerly program 
head, as assistant. Whitman N. Hall 
is chief engineer and Sydney E. 
Leipzig remains head of the artist 
bureau. No sales manager has been 
selected. 


| Station is now broadcasting ex- 
perimentally under its temporary 
10,000-watt permit and will do so 
regularly as soon as its permanent 
license comes through from the FCC. 
The station also has an application 
in for television and FM licenses. 
And, in anticipation of its forthcom- 
ing boost in wattage, it is revising 
its whole program schedule. 
According to LaFount, it is still 
planned to hook up the four Bulova 
stations into a network whenever 
WCOP, Boston, can be put into full- 
time operation. The station now has 
a full-time license, but with reserva- 
tions, depending on the ability of 
engineers to direct its signal so as 
not to interfere with other stations 
on the same wavelength in neigh- 
boring areas. There is already a 


line connecting Bulova’s Philadel- | 
phia station, WPEN, with his two | 


New York outlets, WOV and WNEW. 
There is not even a remote plan for 
a larger network, LaFount says, 


| 





| Family Dramatizes Its Own 
| Fur-Trapping Adventures 


To Ballyhoo Store 


Omaha, Jan. 28. 

KOWH, which drops Alabaugh 
Fur Co. ‘North of 53’ series this 
week, will pick it up again in June 
or July. The serie§$ is based on 
the experiences of the Alabaugh 
family in the far northern Canada 
country where it traded with the 
Indians. 

At present the family has a 
large fur business centering here 
and used KOWH in its first radio 
experiment. Result was so satisfy- 
ing that the new summer program 
will be second renewal. 


Mutual Heads as Is 


Chicago, Jan. 28. 

W. E. Macfarlane was re-elected 
president and Alfred J. McCosker 
chairman of the board at annual 
meetings last week of Mutual’s 
stockholders, directors and members. 
Retained as executive v.p.’s were T 
C. Streibert and Lewis A. Weiss, 
while E. N. Antrim goes on as exec- 
utive secretary, Fred Weber as gen- 








eral manager and Miles E. Lamphier | 


as auditor. 
New membership contract of WGR 


Buffalo,’ was ratified. This station | 
will in the near future provide full | 


The West is a rich market. Richest 


time facilities for Mutual programs. 
Network’s operating board is now 
composed of Frank P. Schreiber 
Streibert, John Shepard, 3rd; J. E. 


Campeau, Hulbert Taft, Jr.: H. K. | 


Carpenter, Weiss, Eugene O’Fallon. 
William Dolph 
Wood, Jr 


More D.C. Lawyers 
Washington, Jan. 28. 

Four more radio lawyers were ac- 
cepted to practice before the Federal 
Communications Commission last 
week, including two Los Angelenos. 
Their names: 

Sidney Justin and John L. Wheeler, 


Los Angeles; Hayden C. Covington, 
Brooklyn, and Harry Grossman, New | 


York. 


























help. Be sure to state which 
Station WITH, Baltimore. 








RADIO ANNOUNCERS! 


Fine opportunity for two announcers in new Baltir 
station. We require: 


1 Specialty Announcer for Morning Show 
1 Regular Announcer 


All-around experience necessary. ; alary de- 
in first letter. Tell background, age, experience, = ary ¢ “ 
sired. Transcription. must accompany letter, Photo wi! 


ease tell complete story 


position you are applying for. 


, Weber, and Edward 
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Type of Case 
NO HEARING REOUIRED— 
TESTIMONY REOUIRED— 
POLITICAL EDGE— 





The Odds on FCC Decis 











oo 
ion Delays 
Probable Time on Docket 
FOUR MONTHS+ 


SEVENTEEN MONTHS+ 
rWO MONTHS-+- 











Washington, Jan. 28. 

Why applicants and their attorneys get gray hairs 
and burrowed brows doing business with the FCC was 
shown last week in one of the exhibits compiled by 
the attorney general’s committee on administrative 
procedure. Great delay was observed in sample check 
of cases moving through the radio regulatory mill. 

In 99 cases involving changes in facilities disposed 
of during last May and June, average time required 
from start to finish was four months and six days. 
The period in instances where hearings were held (11 
cases) was 17 months 10 days. But people who en- 
countered no opposition or had a friendly political 
push got their applications disposed of in two months 
and 17 days on the average. 

Breakdown showed the longest wait when a hear- 
ing was involved was 34 months, 29 days; speediest 
action was nine months, 25 days. Lag between filing 
of plea and designation of case for hearing ran from 
one month, one day, to five months, eight days; be- 
tween designation and testimony-taking it was from 
two months, three days to seven months, 25 days; be- 
tween hearings and issuance of proposed findings of 


examiner’s report it was from one month, 12 days to 
three months, 11 days. 

Marked contrast in cases where no hearing was re- 
quired. Average of two months, 27 days was 
required to dispose of applications for new facilities; 
two months, 13 days in case of changes; and two 
months, 17 days for assignments of license. 


| Necommends the Old Way 
| 


Meanwhile divorcement of policy-making and judi- 
cial functions from routine administration and in- 
| vestigation—which would mean establishment of a 


system similar to the old examiner set-up abolished 
over two vears ago by Frank R. McNinch—was rece 
ommended for the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion Friday (24) by a special advisory committee on 
administrative procedure. Many other changes in 
FCC technique would occur if the sweeping report 
of group named two years ago by former Attorney 
General Frank Murphy receives Congressional ap- 
proval. 

The long-delayed, bulky report contained acknowl- 
edgement of general criticism that Federal regulatory 
agencies have tended to disregard the distinction be- 
tween judge, jury, and prosecutor capacities and that 
heads try to pay attention to too many picayune de- 
tails. Delay, inordinate expense, inconsistency, and 
confusion were charged in general against all of more 
than a score of units, including the FCC. 

Drastic Congressional action to rip away the snarl 
of red tape that injures and exasperates people doing 
business with Uncle Sam was recommended by the 
ll-man advisory group. They could not agree on 
just what sort of remedies should be prescribed, but 
seven of the committee hitched their names to a 
draft of proposed legislation that would be of great 
importance to everyone in or hoping to enter the 
radio business, 

Though there was no mention of the fact. ironical 
touch was the assertion that referees—protected from 
influence on the part of their bosses—should be used 
by every quasi-judicial outfit in order to minimize 
the possibilities of arbitrary action and speed the 
disposition of business. In the fall of 1938 the FCC 
wiped out its semi-independent examining staff on 


the contention that faster action and more uniform 
policies would result. 

















in the nation! Its people earn more 


and spend more. They buy 35% more 
FOOD per Capita. 

If you have FOOD (or any other 
kind of product) to sell, come West 


—via radio. 


You'll find that on/y radio covers 


the whole West economically, knits all 
of its thousands of prosperous com- 
munities into a single unified market. 
You'll also find that the Columbia 
Pacific Network does it best! 


Food advertisers prefer Columbia-Pacific 





In the West, food advertisers place 


coLumBia (/77/ic NETWORK | | 


A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Columbia Square, Los Angeles + Palace Hotel, San Francisco 


P onresented by RADIO SALES with offices in New York, Chicago, Detroit, and Charlotte 





As little as 19¢ per town” puts 
your product ‘on sale’ in the giant 
Super-Market of Columbia-Pacific 


more hours of business on Columbia- 
Pacific than on any other Western 
network. Bigger, faster sales tell 
them that the huge audience of the 
Columbia Pacific Network is one of 
the world’s greatest marketing places. 
*For as little as 19¢ per town 
It costs as little as 19¢ per town (for 
time and talent) to give your product 
full “front window” display before 
2,587,000 families in more than 3,000 
Western cities and towns—with your 
own Hollywood produced program ovet 
the Columbia Pacific Network. 
It’s the best buy in the West. 
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New York—NBC broadcast the pulsebeat of a canary Friday night (24) It has been long one place 
(2) where a press agent could hope 
for a break. 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


59 ctati , Ay twork ll be ret rast Sunday ; 
over a 69-station blue (WJZ) network. It will be rebroadcast Sunday Al Helfer doing new five-minute sports series seven nights a week over 











by shortwave to Europe and South America. — ee ae WOR....Joan Brooks replaced Jimmy Blair as vocalist with ‘The Band 
in a Goes to Town’....Betty Randall new vocalist on ‘Easy Does It’....House 

, gies hi | Jameson subbing for the ailing Raymond Edward Johnson as mc. of 

J a ry Soap’s program, ‘How They Met,” gives prizes to | s - . s : cc. o 
‘U. S. A. yereinesinyed ™ _ > At vn Bee a a ee Inner Sanctum Mystery’....WQXR'’s ‘Breakfast Symphony’ now starts at 
citizens who supply dramaturgic statements of where he , le 4 | 7 a.m., adding an extra half hour to the show....Kenneth Roberts, out of 


or him, One recent communication: the hospital after flu attack, left for Florida and then Nassau for recupe- 


vacation....Charles Davidson the first WOR engineer to be drafted. 
Harry Karmer had breakfast-roundtable-jam session Friday (24) over 
oe ee r. WINS, with Mitchell Ayres, Alvino Rey, Four King Sisters, Mary Ann 


| Mercer and the MacFarland Twins. 
/ /- ~4/ | Jimmy Flynn taking his quiz show on a tour of army camps... .‘Amer- 
| Cincinnati, Jan. 
| Airings of the world-champion | 





98 ican Album of Familiar Music’ and ‘Waltz Time’ added 31 Canadian sta- 
— tions to NBC red (WEAF) hookups....Maurice Dreicer, the one-man radio 


t., Word 


y, . production steam engine, has taken on another assignment, a five- weekly 
’ | Reds’ games this season will be On interview series over WOV....Harold A. LaFount, in charge of the four 
f : |the same order as for the past s€v-| arde Bulova stations, spent last weekend in Washington....Henry Morgan 
Af) ; 5 N mee eral years; separate outletting by | has dropped all his WOR announcer assignments to concentrate on his 
" ‘ J : WSAI and WCPO with General Mills _own WOR-Mutual series....Ira Ashley bedded with flu, but was up to 
/ t W. , WG By | (Wheaties) and cay itty te | direct his ‘Grand Central Station’ shows both last week and last night 
b ] 2 - a as co-sponsors. ; ot 4 “ ) : 
Am aH a a aS ae thane Ge ane eee | Tuesday)....Anna Erskine going to the Coast for an extended loaf when 


her ‘Met Auditions’ series finishes its season the end of March. 

WMCA’s first publicity since Edward Noble takeover promises emphasis 
| On public service....but no details on what that might mean this far.... 
details to be worked out....Ted Schneider new night mgr. at WHN.... 

Ball club's prexy is Powel Cros-| Russ Clancy gone to A.P....Baroness Helen Von Polenz speaking for 
ley, Jr., head of WSAI. President’s Birthday campaign over WINS....Columbia University Quar- 

WHIO, Dayton, O., will continue to | terly published piece by Eric Barnouw on ‘Radio and the University’. 
relay WSAI’s play-by-play descrip- | Edward W. Wood, Jr., Mutual sales manager, back at the old stand after 
tions of the games. a two-week absence due to flu....Wythe Williams has a new book, ‘Riddle 

For the Crosley station, Roger of the Reich,’ to be published in a couple of weeks by Prentice-Hall.... 
Baker and Dick Bray will team up Mary Astor and William Gargen co-star on Friday’s (31) ‘Campbell Play- 


10% over 1940 by the Cincinnati 
Baseball Company, making the price 
around $36,000. 
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WIZE. Spring | for their third consecutive season house’... .Douglas er agente gets the ap ag Sg 5 oe age — 

. M Springfield, O.— new spring- of mikin Harry Hartman will be representative in North America, spoke over ; ast week to plug the 

~— ig peg field, O., station, has added the fol: | | on the eb for his 14th season of | ‘Mile o’ Dimes’ campaign....Maxine Keith doing a new six-a-week femme 

Albany, N. Y., Jan. 28. lowing to its staff: Pat byte ge | baseball announcing on WCPO. His. chatter series over WINS. pane a, 

Black River Valley Broadcasts, | Carol Ball’ to the sales staff; elen | assistant is Al Stephan. Charles Davidson, WOR engineer, aie has — working on the aie 
Inc., Watertown, has been dissolved. | Keller as bookkeeper; Maxine Bas- program (for Mutual), ‘So This Is Fort Dix,’ went on the air, via the army | 
Papers were filed with the Secre- | sett as receptionist; Dick Hunt, von camp shot, for the first time Sunday (26). Davidson told emcee Tom Slater 





tary of State in Albany by Conboy, |Heppner, and Myron Marks, an he expected to be inducted about Jan. 30 and to be sent to Dix. 
Wise & Conboy, of Watertown, N. Y. | nouncers, Theme Song, Cocktails, Wyllis Cooper, who writes ‘You're in the Army Now,’ has adapted the 


























| | Libbie Block story, ‘Mrs. Fane Comes of Age,’ into a radio skit for use on 
—— Baby All Named to Baily the Campbell Playhouse, Jan. 31....William Gargan and Mary Astor 
scheduled to play the leads....Jane West, who scripts ‘The O'’Neils’ on 
’ | KYW Going to S0Kw. the radio, has finished writing a new serial for broadcasting. 
i 7 
FIRST TIME IN RADIO! einai one (tv MOLLYWOOR... 
KYW this week began its ‘salutes’| Jack Benny takes a week’s layoff from his Jello program for a much- 


to the 15 counties in Pennsylvania, | needed rest. Scripters Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin will write one of those 
New Jersey and Delaware. which | ‘we can't find Jack’ things for the Feb. 2 broadcast. He'll take in the 


are included in its new listening Broadway plays and otherwise disport himself in sabbatical fashion.... 
7 area—-added by the recent hiking of | Harry Lubcke moving his staff of television wizards to new studio for | 
the outlet’s power from 10.000 to 50.- | W6XAO atop Mt. Lee overlooking Hollywood. Televising will be resumed i 

000 watts. | within 30 days from the site after many weeks of dark panels....Joe 

4 | Bigelow dishing up the gags for Ed Bergen and his flip stick of pine fol- 


Station has added a new theme} 





sia ‘+k its upped wattaze— lowing withdrawal of Dick Mack due to illness. He has been granted 

=a o mat vd - leffed } arly ff leave of absence by J. Walter Thompson to win back his health... .‘Little 
A AE Ww DEPARTURE! hae Ay a re rminnod td stow Orphan Annie’ is spinning again on the Don Lee net under Quaker Oats 

hostess at the outlet is Aun Swan, | UNderwriting....Don Quinn did a double shift for ‘Fibber McGee and 


; ; M ’ Ss : ray > i y reeks. p" ‘ 
a beauteous red-head, in keeping Molly’ so he could put away the quill for two weeks. He'll loaf around 


F 7 “ : | Chicago....Edith Meiser here for a month to knock out those ‘Sherlock 
with the ‘Red’ motif. | Holmes’ scripts....Bob Coryell now rustling radio biz for Berg-Allenberg 
| ‘The event was ballyhooed by full- clients. Takes over from Corny Jackson, elevated to agency's literary de- 
| page ads in the dailies; °50,000 watts | nartment....KNX production contacters, Glenn Middleton and Ernie 
‘cocktails in mearby bars, ‘KY W | Jarvis. lea: sed 680 acres, half hundred miles from Hollywood, for a dude 
coiffures’ in beauty shops, etc. | 


| ranch they'll operate....gjohn U. Reber hustled back to New York to get 
Eric Wilkinson, KYW organist, be- | his Old Gold regionals started. 


al father of a boy during the AOS 
AS REPRESENTED, OR YOUR [ovr is ee 
He named the lad Kirk Yarwood ‘ al od ee 8 e 

































































Wilkinson—the initialsk—KYW. Phyllis Dobson and Louise Fitch added to ‘Backstage Wife’ cast.... 
‘Arnold Grimm’ troupe gets Kathryn Card, Hope Summers, Henry Hunter, 
A Dorothy Francis, Maurice Cliffer, Bill Bouchey, Arthuf Kohl and Mary 
, ENNY Young and drops Genelle Gibbs, Butler Mandeville, Frank Dane and Bret 
‘TESTS B connM N Morrison....John Hodiak and Jane Green join ‘Girl Alone,’ with Michael 
romano, Frances Carlon and Jack Pacelli bowing off....Natasha Went- 
AND STEBBINS BOYS cher newcomer on ‘Guiding Light’....William Rath added to ‘Jack Arm- 
strong’....Angelina Orr again using that name after calling herself | 
Angela Hedrick for awhile....Dinning sisters joined ‘National Barn Dance’ 
i ‘ ° As the new agency for the Old with Florence Folsom and Danny Duncan dropping off....Helen Stevens 
A guaranteed minimum audience rating (Cross- Gold aecount J. Walter Thompson  Ficher new to ‘National Farm and Home Hour’. 
: has embarked on a policy of testing Hellen Vantuyl, Art Jacobson, 3d, Karl Weber, Betty Jeffries, Jackie 
ley, Hooper or Ross Federal) for any period of out various programs regionally iN- Harrison and Arthur Kohl added to ‘Bud Barton,’ while Hugh Muir, 
| stead ge P speansreaetterd i Bonita Kay, Ray Johannson and Arthur Peterson stepped off....Constance 
i cigaret oi on a cross-country net- | Crowder, Loretta Poynton, Franklin Adams, Sharon Grainger, Pat Crusin- 
1, the day or nite for Gny program, spot or network. work campaign. Already picked for berry and Byron Keith off cast of ‘Mary Marlin’....Bob Griffin, Ber- | 
the test are Benny Goodman and the nardine Flynn, Hellen Vantuyl joined ‘Thunder Over Paradise’ troupe.... 
Legg tie - serial laid in the [Leo Curley, DeWitt McBride and Patricia Dunlap entered ‘Tom Mix’ com- 
. ; maine backwoods. pany....Clarence Hartzell and Joe Rockhold newcomers to ‘Uncle Ezra’ 
Station Guesnees Gumience on a wae ‘ roy: — wg Hage i ae show....Henry Hunter replaced Bob Guilbert on ‘Forest Rangers’ series 
= - » . . < or Camel, 1s to get his start for John Hodiak replaced Carlton KaDell in ‘Wings of Destiny’ cast. 
basis. Wires to Binghamton buzzing—John Blair Gold on WJZ, N. Y. If he clicks his Don McNeill, emcee of the Breakfast Club and other programs out of 
n° lone outlet will be extended into a NBC's Chicago studios. is vacationing at Miami. McNeill announced on \ 
men all over U. Ss. submitting programs to sta- network : . the network that anyone wishing to have him as guest on a yacht, at a 
° . . . ‘Stebbins Bo; , will be cleared barbecue, etc., could communicate with John McCloy (general manager) of | 
tion for rating. Ratings are considerably higher | ever the Yankee Network. The WKAT, Miami. Bob Brown is substituting for McNeill, as he did two 
’ pocket gh ome doar aggre — weeks ago when the latter took half of his vacation....Nancy Martin, NBC 
} : Arthur “ilen created the character, Chicago entertainer, on a vacation in the C aribbean. 
than even fondest dreams of time buyers and hasn’t been on the air since 1933. Lawrence Salerno and wife, Irma Glen, driving to Key West for month's | 
/ ; vacash....Ernest Graves added to cast of ‘Backstage Wife’....Ransom 
i producers. ; * 3 io Sherman dated for an appearance before the Coloradio Mining Ass’n. in | 
AP. y Radio Subsidiary Denver late this month....Balaban & Katz television outfit, W9XBK was 
| in Wire operation last week to televise the Paramount execs at the Barney 
—— Balaban testimonial spread at the Drake hotel....Guesters on the next 
Associated Press has set up a sep- three ‘Celebrity Circles’ programs on WBBM will be Edgar Guest, Lou | 
} arate subsidiary for the radio serv- Holtz and Rosemary Lane....King Park, WBBM promotion chief, is the 
‘ce phase of its business. The new father of a new baby girl. 
i. subsid will operate under the tag « 
7 of Press Association, Inc. W. J. Mc- + gunned ’ 
: Cambridge is heading up this par- £ge* ee SS ale Lee a ghia t Fae 
ticular operation. Tt. Vela ee t J ee Se P. J a 
The radio news servicing division © Os aa. TE PO EE te al ies CRS Ew OLS tae 
will have its own rewrite and edit- Ps =f | A 
4 ‘ ing staff and its own wire circuits | a : 
t M - f- and its quarters will be on a different | 
rf : Binghamton, New York floor from that of the AP’s newspa- eo = 
hi yer division in Radio City. ° 2 A ete 
a. 4 ) By isa | 
- iat boul 
_ > A ae eee Beulah Strawway, WLW’s mer- =—— DAY aed NIGHT 
a rj ASK ANY JOHN BLAIR REPRESENTATIVE chandisi ng camer dee ange ater as ,° . YOUR BEST NAT BUY 
mn , hd + gorge principal speaker or the Indiana 
{ ‘ OR WRITE DIRECT Flour & Feed Association's annual we wer ow 
a banquet Thursday (30) in Muncie, A NEW APPROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKET 
Oa. «* Tnd. 
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THE TIME 
Morning, Noon and Night 


THE PLACE 
Over the Blue Network of NBC 


THE COST 


_* . , °° 
The lowest of any national advertising 


THE PROOF 


Our ever-1Ncreasing list of contented 
| clients 











“é 
i; Thru the Air with the 


Greatest of Ease” is more than just an ad- 


NBC, It’s a proven fact. And we have 47 





NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 














vertising slogan for the Blue Network of 


How fo Woo a woman 


WHEN HER HUSBAND IS AWAY 
.... and after he returns, 


clients right now (they’re increasing every 
month) who keep proving it for us. 

When it comes to pleasing women, there’s 
a bit of the Casanova in us. And we wouldn’t 
have it otherwise— not with women con- 
trolling some 80% to go% of all purchases 
made—either doing the outright buying or 
choosing the product for the family. 

So, when the ever-loving husband is away 
we entertain the wives with an especially 
suitable menu of daytime programs. And, 
judging by the repeated renewals of our day- 
time clients (who find this advertising as 
economical as it is effective) we’re doing 
pretty well at the job. 

But when evening falls and friend hus- 


band returns, we're the living proof that 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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as well! 











three ca be good company. In fact, of the 
25 new accounts bolting to the Blue in the 
last six months, 15 have bought time in 
the evening. 

Such popularity—with advertisers— must 
be deserved. One important reason for it is 
that the Blue’s coverage is concentrated in 
the Money Markets where the heaviest buy- 
ing power is wielded. Another is the tamous 
Blue Network Discount Plan which allows 
your network to expand with your budget, 
provides national coverage at the lowest cost 
of any medium. 


So, if you have a product with which 





you'd like to court the woman of the house- 
hold, put it on the Blue Network and let 


us do the wooing. 
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‘ASCAP ON PARADE’ 

With Irving Berlin, George M. Co- 
han, Richard Rodgers, Joe E. How- 
arc. Kobert Russe.l Bennett, Gene 
Buck, Deems Taylor, Benny Fields, 


Holiace Shaw, Mixed Chorus (18) 
Songs, Band, Talk 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF COM- 


POSERS, AUTHORS & PUBLISH- 
ERS 

Saturday, 8 p.m. 

WMCA, WHN, WNEW, WOV, N. ¥ 





For the first time s e the out 
break of the music war the Ame 
Soci Composers, Authors an 
Publishers took to the air last Sat- 
urday night (25) to tell on purchased 
time its side of the case While it 
abounded in technical fault 


sumably reflecting Billy Rose’s un- 


familiarity with radio, the program 
proved good entertainment and, on 
the whole, cleverly contrived propa 
ganda ASCAP pvesented its story 
with dignity, restraint and an air of 
informality. 

ASCAP obviously sought to con- 
vev that its strongest argument 1s 
its repertoire and the writer person 
alities that constitute its member- 
ship In either instance the per- 
forming rights organization put it 
best foot forward. The program 


played up the nostalgia angle in a 
} 


big way, spotlighted the works of 
such of its big guns as Victor Her- 
bert. Richard Rodgers and Lorenz 
Hart. George M. Cohan and Irving 


Berlin, interspersed a few pop tunes 
that were riding high in public favor 
when the break with radio occurred 
(Jan. 1) and imparted between mu- 


sical occasions bit of ASCAP'’s or- 
ganizational background, some. sly 
digs at the networks’ moves to get 
along without the ASCAP reper- 
tory and a plea to broadcasters to 
sit down at the conference table 
and settle the fracas so that ‘the 


public won't be deprived of the mu- 
sis it loves.” The plea was delivered 
by Gene Buck, ASCAP prez. 

Oscar Hammerstein II, who did a 
workmanlike job of the continuity, 
got in his most telling propaganda 
when the program souzht to recall 
some the theme songs that have 
been eliminated from network com- 
mercials. This item was climaxed 
with not only the playing of Philip 
Morr hilom theme number, ‘On 
the Trail,’ but the accompanying call 


of 


of ‘Litile Johnny,’ the product's pic- 
torial and radio trademark. ‘Inci- 
dentally.” Deems Taylor, the show’s 
commentator, remarked, ‘that will be 
the last free commercial that you 
will hear on this program tonight.’ 


Another of Hammerstein’s smartly 
phrased passages was a Sketch in 
which Buck, as a radio store keeper, 
and Cohan, as ‘John Q. Public,’ dis- 
cussed issues involved in the 
musice-radio controversy. After Buck 
had mentioned BMI, N.A.B., NBC, 
CBS. MBS and IRNA, Cohan averred 
that it sounded very much like an 
alphabet hodge-podge to him. He 
preferred R.A.F. Buck explained 
that BMI had 250,000 tunes and 
agreed with Cohan that BMI had a 
few good tunes, but, added Cohan, it 
seemed to him that half of the 250.- 
000 tunes were called “Turkey in the 
Straw’ and the other half was abou 
some girl named Jeanie. The cross- 
fire ended with Cohan remarking 
that it-looked to him as though he 
had been nut in the middle of a boy- 


the 


cott and that he was going home to 
write stations and advertisers about 
pettine together with ASCAP and 


se‘tling the fight. 

What stood out in the musical por- 
the program were the or- 
chestrations, with Robert Russell 
Bennett conducting, and the singing 
of Benny Fields. The chorus of 18 
voices was also a strong asset, but 
its work was frequently marred by 


4 


poor monitoring and mixing at 
WMCA As for the general compo- 


sition of the program Billy Rose, the 
show's producer, could have availed 


himself to great advantage of the 
counsel of some one who has done 
much of this sort of production 


around a network studio. Another 
untoward sidelight concerns the fre- 
quent outbursts of applause by the 


‘LIFE OF ANNA HELD’ 

With Ann Shepherd, Fred Tozere 
60 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 


Sunday, 5 p.m. 
WNYC, New York 

New York’s municipal _ station, 
WNYC, aired one of its infrequent 
lramatic shows Sunday (26) wiih 
his ‘Lite of Anna Held, Manhattan's 
First Glamor Girl.” It should not 
be judged too harshly, particularly 
considering the outlet’s limited budg- 
et However, the piece was at least 
vice too long and, while going 
pretty exhaustively into Miss Held’s 
ie h Flo r Ziexfeld, gave no 
indication why she was the sensation 
of her day. It wasn’t enough to have 
the script say she was beautiful and 
il] ’ hould have made the 
stener sense thaf for himself, at 
least at the moment. It never did 
that, so the show was just inno- 
cently tlresome 

Whole thing-was in the manner of 
a romanciie Sunday supplement fea- 
ture Miss Held was drawn as not 
only the loveliest looking gal im- 
aginable, but also as the epitome of 


sweetness, sincerity, simplicity, mod- 


esty, ete., etc. Ziegfeld was ever 


the aifectionate, kindly, generous, 
lavish man whose only faults seemed 
to be a roving eye and a lack of 
entiment. Some of the incidents 
were .transparently unbelievable, 
such as the insistent prying of the 


repot ters of 


the script’s 


that day, but generally 
chief faults were cloying 


sentimentality over such compara- 
tively trivial stuff as the everyday 
conversations between Anna and 
Flo, and the fact that such meagre 


material was padded into 60 minutes’ 


length. It could easily have been 
done in 30 minutes, if anybody 
cared. 

Ann Shepherd and Fred Tozere 
played Miss Held and Ziegfeld. 


Mitchell Grayson directed. Story by 


Howard Cook was adapted by Ralph | 


3urton. Incidentally, whoever played 
Billie Burke has a dulcet, low-keyed 


voice, while any filmgoer knows Miss | 


Burke actually has a thin, high- 
piiched, almost shrill voice. Hobe. 


studio audience. Every number by 
either the orchestra or the vocalists 
was greeied with a salvo. After a 
while these intrusions became an an- 
novance 

Afier opening with a brightly bal- 
anced Victor Herbert medley the 
program presented Richard Rodgers 
in person and a couple of his num- 


bers, namely. ‘With a Song in My 
Heart’ and ‘My Heart Stood Still.’ 
The next spot went to Joe E. How- 
ard, who, accompanied by the chorus, 
did ‘I Wonder Whose Kissing Her 
Now.’ The orchestra followed with 


tusseli’s scintillating arrangement of 
George Gershwins ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue.’ Buck and Dave Stamper got 
recognition through several of their 
‘Ziegfeld Follies’ ditties. With Benny 
Fields lending himself to the vocals, 
there then came a batch of current 
tunes, such as ‘The Nightingale Sang 


in Berkeley Square,’ ‘Ferry Boat 
|Serenade,” ‘We Three’ and ‘Down 
Argentine Way.’ 

Program struck a rich vein of 
nostalgia the succeeding inning. 
The medley of Cohan hits included 
‘Give My Regards to Broadway,’ 
‘He’s a Yankee Doodle Boy’ and 
‘Grand Old Flag.’ Cohan himself 


gave for the first and last number, 
with the other soloists and the 
chorus coming in of a occasion on 
ali three numbers. Final group of 
tunes was from the Berlin repertoire. 
Fields and the chorus carried on with 
‘Alexander's Ragtime Band,’ ‘Easter 
Parade,’ ‘Always’ and ‘How I Hate 
to Get Up in the Morning,’ while 
Berlin himself took over the lyrics of 
the fadeout item, ‘God Bless Amer- 
ica. 

The show originated in the studios 
of WMCA and was fed to WHN, 
|WNEW and WOV and = also to 
ASCAP-licensed stations in Phila- 
|delphia, Boston and Baltimore. This 
Saturday night’s (1) program will 
| have as guests Al Jolson, Hildegarde, 
Ethel Merman, Benny Fields, Cole 
Porter and Johnny Mercer. Odec. 
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‘COUNCIL FOR DEMOCRACY’ 

With Newbold Morris, Maurice 
Dreicer 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Friday, 10:15 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 
First of a 15- 


minute debates on the relative merits 


series of weekly 


of the democratic form of govern- 
ment vs. dictatorship, this program 
promises interesting and instructive 
listening. Initial stanza had for its 
principal speaker Newbold Morris, 


president of the City Council of New 


York. He was introduced by Maurice 
Dreicer, representing the  propa- 
gandist group which ealls _ itself 
Council for Democracy.’ 

Idea is that men and women promi- 


nent in public affairs (next week: 
Charles Evans Hughes, Jr.) will rip 
into fifth column whispers about 


democracy’s decadence and straighten 
out any doubters who are wavering 
on the issues whether the democratic 
system of free government can cope 
with totalitarian so-called ‘efficiency.’ 
Pattern of the first session was in 
quiz form, with Morris always avail- 


able with the right answer to such 
questions as, ‘Do you not believe 
Government, like business. can best 
operate with a single all-powerful 


executive?’ ‘Isn’t a dictatorship more 


efficient in war-time than a democ- 
racy?’ and ‘Why do you think our 
democratic form of life can with- 
stand totalitarianism when so many 


European countries have succumbed 
to individual rule?’ 

Morris cracked each question as it 
was pitched at him and finished with 
a bit of red, white and blue that was 
logical and persuasive. A program 
worth tuning in on. Flin, 
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‘City Desk,’ Palmolive’s romantic- 
adventure series over CBS, is not 


improving perceptibly. As heard 
last Thursday night (23) the script 
is on the pulp-mag side, while the 
performance merely aecentuates 
some of the flaws. Apparently 
there's still plenty of revision needed 
on the show Following popular 


conception, the reporter is a flip guy 


who tells off ganesters and the man- 
aging editor with equal breeziness 
His sweetie and co-reporter is also 
one of those aggressively cute kids 
who Knows all the answers, but on 
the show caught she suddenly went 
completely stupid, for the obviou 
reason of permitting the author to 


explain the story to the listeners 
Granted that both paris are incred- 
ible, neither Chester Siratton nor 
Gertrude Warner help by their you- 
chase-me style of playing. Part of 
the gangster was ineptly written, but 
given conviction in the playing. 
Managing editor and the femme pub- 
lisher were inconsequential. Musical 
bridging is peculiar, to say the least. 


Whole show will have to be drasti- 
cally pulled together if it’s to com- 
pete with the concurrent ‘Aldrich 


Family’ or ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ 
‘Town Meeting of the Air’ ignited 
excitement Thursday night (23) with 


a trial of a new setup. Session of 
short arguments by people in the 
uudience, instead of the usual name 


speakers, had the place in an uproal 
on several occasions. Topic wa 
‘Does Our Future Welfare Demand a 
British Victory?’ At times variou 
people kept interrupting whomever 
happened to be speaking an@at. one 


point moderator George V. Denny 
had the gendarmes show one gent 
the gate. Meeting failed to provide 
as stimluating listening as the best 
of the series, because the chance to 
air their pet theories and prejudices 
drew a flock of nuts to the mike. 


Few of them had anything articulate 
or enlightening to offer, and only a 
couple stuck to the subject. But afte: 
the confab warmed up it had a cer- 
t human intensity and undoubt- 
provid safety valve for a 
democracy in a crisi Mavbe if it’s 
repeated occasionally it will improve 


ilso. Of the names present, J 


pOnanne 


tain 


edly 


ed a 





i hn T. Flynn 
ind Dorothy Dunbar Bromley Men 
lO made the summations for each 
run- 
pect 
hand- 


tt Standout as 
Denny's 
doings. 


- — 


y 11 
e-mMmilil S} 


of the 


outer 
program was 
ling of the hectic 
Boris Karloff, of ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace,’ demonstrated 


on ‘Infor- 
|}mation Please’ that he was a name 
capable of positive contribution. | 


| Unlike some of the one-shot celeb- 
| rities who have been brain or tongue 
tied, the actor held his own with 
|the regulars, John Kieran’ and 
| Franklin P. Adams. Warden Lewis 
|E. Lawes. playing return date. did 
{fairly well, but was slow with re- 


| plies. Karloff showed considerable 
| knowledge of literature, poetry, | 
plays, ete. Excellent memory. too. | 
Lawes needled Clifton Fadiman 


when ‘Information Please’ emcee re- 
marked he had not completely com- 
prehended Lawes’ reply to a techni- 
cal question. Sins Sing head cracked: 
| “I assumed after reading The Satur- 
| day Evening Post (an article by John 
| Chamberlain), you knew every- 
‘thing.’ 


BOB HANON 
Singer 


FRANCO-AMERICAN SPAGHETTI 


Wednesday, 7:15 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 
Substituting for several nights in 


the influenza-induced absence of the | 


regular performer, Lanny Ross, this 
singer revealed excellent style. 
is an easy manner of delivery. With 
clear diction and experience (with 
various orchestras) Hanon was like 
the understudy who gets a chance at 
the spotlight and makes good. He 
did just that. 

Not that he is brand-new to radio. 
He picks up scattered dates, but this 
Franco-American S.O.S. slipped him 
into the main ballroom to cavort in 
established company. He was _ not 
out of place. 

Not only succeeding Lanny Rose, 
but taking the songs selected by Ross 
and ticking them off as they came, 
was a test of musicianship. 
words, he didn't have his own reper- 


tory to choose from. Nor ASCAP 
either, if it’s good taste to mention 


that. Land. 


‘THE BRIARHOPPERS' 
Hillbilly Variety 
30 Mins.—Loeal 
DRUG TRADE 
Daily, 4:45 p.m. 
WBT, Charlotte 
(Benson & Dall) 

Observing that universal pre- 
requisite for hillbilly performers—a 
heavy nasal delivery-—the adenoidal 
Briarhopper family draws more fan 


PRODUCTS 


mail than all other local shows spon- | 


sored over this station. Opening 
with mountain, string music, the 
show wheezed ahead under direc- 


tion of Announcer Russ Hodges, who, 


subbing for bed-ridden Bill Bivens 
on the program caught. kept the 
show moving informally. Billie 
Briarhopper, 16-year-old songstress 
and only member of act not suffer- 
{ing with nasalitis, Jed off with a 
sweet and annealing rendition of 


‘Home on the Ran7ve.’ 


Claude Casey, who specializes in 


lone and fancy yodeling, followed 
with a nice arrangement of ‘Me and 
My Old Guitar.” The Briarhonver 
string section then submitted ‘Old 
Joe’ in nassable fashion. Floyd and 
Mitdrec, the youngster members of 
the cast. did an adole nt, nrobos- 


cis-filtered 


version of ‘Little Brown 
Jt Casev returned to wind up 


T'll Always Care.’ 


Shov punctuated with frequent 
and lengthy plugs for sundry drug 
trade products in the good, old Ch 
co70 manner stanted for rural pill- 
toke1 and those see'cine to restore 
the lustre of youth to their counte- 
nances. ; 

Undiluted corn draws plenty of 
sales pigeons. Just. 


‘CELEBRITY CIRCLE’ 
With Tommy Bartlett, Bill Seymour. 
Guests 
Interviews . 
15 Mins.—tocal 
DUTCH MILL CANDY 
Safurdays, 6:45 p.m. 
WBBM, Chicazo 
(Goodkind, Joice & Morgan) 


Program brings names, especially 





of show business, to the mike for in- 
timate and casual interviews. On 
the show caught interviewer Tommy 
Bartlett was quizzing Lou Holtz and 
proceeded to obtair a lively line of 
chatter with Holtz revealine how he 
starte in the business, h early 
breaks and successes. It was full of 


human interest stuff and gave a pic- 


ture of Holtz that the public rarely 
sees. It is a behind-the-scenes that 
must hold the attention of any 


listener 

This program is exceptional in that 
its set-up is identical with newspaper 
practice and policy; it is a news in- 
terview, only it is aired instead of 
written. But it tops the written in- 
terview in that the listener gets the 
being interviewed instead of second- 
hand through a writer. 

Bartlett does an excellent 
handling the questioning, keeping 
the program moving along in tempo 


nd bringing a great amount of 


iob of 


7 
fOGd- 


Sey 


7 
i 


t ards the interviewee 


nour handles the wel 


Gold. 


commercial 


In other 


His | 


| W* BC-CBS, New 


| 

c HARLOTTE _GREENWOOD, MIL. 
TON BERLE 

Screen Excerpt 

E- Mins. 

GRAPE NUTS 

| Friday, 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Kate Smith Hour, sans ‘God 

| America,’ sticks closely to the sue. 

| cessful formula of music, fun-skit 

and drama which has been developed 

by Ted Collins, producer and « 


Bless 


‘mcee, 


; Continuing the pattern of frequent 
; uest stars, the program on Friday 
(24) was amplified by 17 minutes 
given over to the interpolation of a 
comedy sketch based on the new 
20th Century-Fox gangster satire 
i ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome.” Two of 
|}the featured” players, Charlotte 


Greenwood and Milton Berle. 


ap- 
peared in their screen roles—and not 
too successfully, considering the ap- 


parent difficulties of condensation of 


script. Half of the period was con- 
sumed by the property man in re- 
creating the familiar sounds identi. 


fied with the one-time popular gang- 
ster films. He brought out the 
machine gun, the screech of police 
sirens, auto chases and tough linyo. 

Berle is no stranger to radio and 
when his lines permitted he got his 
laugh from the studio audience and a 


< 


smile from the home listener. Miss 
| Greenwood, an experienced stave 
comedienne, who has appeared _ in- 


frequently on the air, showed herself 
wholly competent to handle radio 
parts of far greater importance than 
the brief script provided. Her voice 
is clear, the enunciation excellent 
and the sum of her performance way 
above par. ; 

Tie-in of 20th-Fox with Kate Smith 
dates back more than two years, the 
studio publicity department 


‘ being 
convinced that film 


fuest-starring 


helps the victures in the first runs. 
Some of the promotions have been 
entertaining, but for the most wart 


the airing mosterial, drawn from the 
screen stories. has heen attenuated 
and vague It Gcoubtful if the 
Greenwood-Berle apnenrance will 
sell many tickets to ‘Tall, Dark and 


H-ndsome.’ 


Miss Smith strictly BMI, with ‘Sad 
But True” ‘Georsia on Mv Mind.’ ‘J 
Heer a Rheavsody’ (reneat), ‘There I 
Go’ ‘Love J and with the national 
nfhem for the wind-un Mullen 
Sister did ‘The Ole O ken Bueket’ 
and ‘Mary Head Little Tamb' in 
wine end Charlie Cantor and 
Minerva Pious continued ‘The Pot- 
ter’ series: pretty dull, Jack Miller's 
ore} <cTra AC ‘omnanied Fl LP 


‘URUGUAYAN PIANO RECITAL’ 
With Hugo Ba!zo 

15 Mins. 

Susteining 

Monday, 5:30 

York 


Hugo Balzo, young Uruguayan, 
plavs the musie of his countrymen 
well, but this musie of modern Uru- 
iev is pot of a sort to interest the 


clessiest in this country, or those to 
whom jazz | ing, Balzo himself 
should go far, as the 26-vear-old 
pianist seems to hnve complete con- 
trel over his ‘eyvboard, and if he 
con dunlicate the impassioned feel- 
in’ and virtvositv in his plavine of 
more familiar music, he should click 

th the concert audiences of the 
uu. o The onlv eriticism that n ht 
he offered So that hi to) h rT led 
i trifie heavy. but thet mav have 
been due to the unfamiliarity of the 
music, 

Compositions plaved were ‘Perl- 
eon,’ of Cluzeau Mortet:; a modern 
istic folk dance, ‘Junto al Fogon,’ 
and ‘Fiesta en al Rencho,” bv the 


ame composer, which 
a modernistic tvne 


rhythm, 


were also of 


] 


with a jerky 


lack of flowing melody. and 

in the main, neither fish nor fowl] 
Best of the selections was ‘Triste 
No I,’ by Eduardo Fabini. which, 
while of the recent tvpe of pianist 


composition, retained the Chopin in- 
fluence sufficiently in the slow mel- 


ancholy passages, which, like the 


works of a similar nature of the 
Polish genius, sounded like the rip 
Mling of a brook as it winds its 1az1 
vay ove Stones and fallen tree 
The pianist scheduled a sec 
npearance on CBS devoted to Bra 








6 


choose 
of 


between 
raising other 


DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE'S 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
love and the career 


USE Iy 


women’s children. 
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| More Comment on ‘Radio Acting’ 











(A fortnight ago in Variety radio actor Joseph Julian 
raised the issue of radio acting and radio as a director’s. not 
an actor’s, medium. The following is addenda to the reaction 
of articles, letters and comment already published.—Ed. ) 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 


Chester Lauck of ‘Lum and Abner: 
‘] disagree entirely. My act has never 
had a director, but it has been on 
the air 10 years with quite a follow- 
ing. Other similar acts, such as 
‘Amos ‘n’ Andy,’ directly contradict 
Julian’s assertion. I also feel that the 
stagnation is entirely up to the actor, 
whether he’s on the stage, in pictures 
or on radio.’ 

Donald Woods of the stage, screen 
and ‘Those We Love’: “There is some 
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truth in Julian’s statement. whether 
or not an actor permits himself to 
come to an artistic stop by leaving 
everything to the director: but that 
depends on the individual actor. I 
believe that if radio drama is 
one person’s medium it is the au- 
thor’s and not the director’s or ac- 
tor’s. Any actor worth his salt must 
keep thinking for himself whether 
he’s on the stage, in pictures or on 
the air.’ 
| Paula Winslowe, radio 
}tress: ‘Stagnate! Never! The radio 
actor must be on the alert at all 
times because of the variety of roles 
he will play on the air during a 
week's time, and often on short no- 
tice. Actually, the director of a 
radio drama has little to do but take 
care of the mechanics, assist the ac- 
|} tors and make suggestions. How can 
j any actor stagnate artistically if he 
| is continually creating some new 
role? It’s the stage actor in a long- 
run play who really stagnates.’ 
Elliott Lewis, Silver Theatre and 
Screen Guild Show: ‘Under the star 
system the radio director does wield 
the big stick in that he must keep 
his radio people toned down so their 
performances won't overshadow those 
of the screen actors who are not as 
familiar as they are with radio tech- 
nique. However, I disagree that 
radio is wholly the director's me- 
dium. By the very nature of the 
business the speed is essential in the 
preparation of a radio drama, but 
that does not mean that the actor 
can get slovenly in his work.’ 
Conrad Nagel, film and _ radio 
player-director: ‘It’s neither the di- 
rector’s nor the actor's field—it’s the 
writer who holds the whip hand. An 
actor can _nly be as good as the ma- 
teria] that is supplied him, and the 
director is powerless in his efforts to 
coordinate action rec 


any 


stock ac- 








and direction un 
less the radio playwright has given 
'him a workmanlike script.’ 

Gene Autry, film and radio actor: 
|‘Julian is a bit off the track. I think 
that radio broadcasts are just the 
|}same as motion pictures; that direc- 
tors must depend on the actors, and 


actors are at loss without a decent 
director. Both of them are lost with- 
out a good author. I think it’s a 


three-way medium—author, director | 


and actor.’ 


JOE JULIAN IN GENTLE 
REPLY TO HIS CRITICS 





New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I seem to have opened Pandora’s 
box—or something. While 
the in last week’s VARIETY, 
to my article of the previous week, 
entirely disregarded my basic pre- 
mise, I found. them very interesting 
because they illuminate the general 


re »¢ ~ 
reactions 


confusion that exists on the entire 
subject of radio acting—in fact all 
acting. 

However, the general tone of the 


most of 


replies tend to create an impre sion | 


that I wrote the article in a white | 
heatsof anger or disgust with radio, | 
as such. One of the comments even | 
referred to mv ‘daring’ in risking the 
resentment of agency executives and 
directors by openly stating my views. 
I would like to clear up any such mis- 
ceptior In the first place, the 
radi ndustry provides me_ with 
quite a decent living, and anyone 
who doesn't have a healthy respect 
fe I me of live O eithe 
an idiot or a professional iconoclast 
About risk the reser ent of 
rectors—I didn’t even think in those 
terms. I assumed, I suppose, they 
would accept it as intended, not a 


destructive criticism, but an attempt | 


at a purely objective analysis 
comparison of the 
ties of actors in radio in 
the other entertainment fields. 

I recognize the validity of radio 
itself as a wonderful new art form, 
but not radio acting. Acting is the 
art of form, not radio acting or stage 
acting or film acting. The 


and | 
creative possibili- | 
relation to | 


actor’s |} 


approach to his part is the same in} 


His tools are 
He uses his emo- 


all three mediums. 
basically the same. 
tions, personal 
powers of concentration, imagination 
observation, his voice and his body. 
Even in radio he uses his body. He 
twists, turns. and gestures within the 
I because 


to create out of 


confines of the mike ‘beam,’ 
his main funct 


his material. the greatest possible 


experience, his | 


reality for himself, not for his audi- | 
ence. If he believes what he is act- | 
ing, the audience believes. And this 
is true of acting in any medium. Bu. | 
in radio there are more mechanical 
strictures and distractions to prevent 
his building this reality for himself. 
than in fields. There- 
fore in radio he has less opportunity 
to use his creative energies. One of 
my knuckle rappers considers this a 


} > anti 
other acting 


healthy challenge. True, the lack of 
real contact with his fellow  per- 
formers stimulates the radio acter’ 


extent. He 
into himself fo 
emotions that would flow 
from proper adju 
co-actors. But this virtue, I 
believe, is more than offset bv ce- 
veloping in the actor a_ tendency 
towards an introverted kind of act- 
ing that can become artistically as 
unhealthy as can an introverted way 
of living. It knocks a scene out of 
ceor, Just as it causes a maladjusted | 
life. 

And the distractions of holdine | 
scripts, finding the next line, and | 
! 


Imagination to a certain 
must dig deep down 
the 
naturally 
to his 


more 
tment 


watching directors for cues, etc. Are | 
these a healthy challence? Do they 
make an actor sharpen his powers of | 
concentration? If they do, then why 
not sharpen them sharper by bring- 
ing even more distractions into the 
studio? Maybe a little man could be 
hired to do nothing but run around 
the studio distracting the actors— 
making funny faces at them while 


they're on the air. 


Erik Barnouw makes the point that | 
‘for centuries poets have kept busy | 
at sonnets with just 14 lines and a 
torturing rhyme-scheme, when they 
could just as well write loose odes. 
Working within imposed limits is a 
part of the gratification of any art.’ | 

I disagree. The poets who turned 
to sonnets didn’t impose these re- 
strictions on themselves out of sheer 
masochism, or for the gratification 
they got out of overcoming hondi- 
caps. In all progressive art, form is 
derived from content. One doesn’t 
arbitrarily select a form then fill it 
in with stuff. The stuff detenxzines 
the form ‘it needs. That’s whv the 
poets wrote sonnets, because to them 
it was the best way of expressing a 
particular poetic concept. 


But the radio actor doesn’t select 
radio acting because it’s a better 
method of expression for him than 


the stage. It’s usually because it 
gives him a much better living, 


I'm strongly tempted to argue 
other points made by your corre- 


Liquor Board Explains Operations 


Radio Stations Spot Publicity Material 


in Late 


Evening Time 





Shared Mania 


Boston, Jan. 28. 
Secret for happy family life: 
Here are two CBS engineers 
who left Boston for New York— 
Frank Gow and Lloyd Morse— 


married sisters, who became 
amateur radio operators like 
their husbands for a spare time 


hobby, each with their own sta- 
tion, with the wives reading dots 


and dashes faster than their 
hubbies. 
Typical conversation at the 


dinner table concerns ‘the plate 
curve of a pentode output tube 
in the final stage’ and ‘trapezoi- 
dal figures in amplitude modula- 
tion.’ All are happy because 
they understand one another. 








Renewed Interest Shown 
By Socony, Barbasol And 
Household on Spot Plugs 


Socony, Barbasol and Household 
Finance Corp. last week showed 
some renewed interest in spot broad- 
casting. Socony was figuring on 
news, Barbaso] inquired about sports 
programs, while Household Finance 
was just looking around. 

B.B.D.&0., Chicago, has the HFC 
account. 
and Erwin-Wasey, Barbasol. 


—— —s 


spondents. I feel much good can 
come of a pro and con discussion of 
the subject, even if it only makes for 
a greater awareness in actors of th 
tools of their trade (a long step 
towards using them better), but I 
am a little afraid that prolonging the 
argument might lay my motives open 
somewhat to question. You know 
actor—publicity, etc.??? So—I 
ter gather up all my split infinitives 
and dangling participles and run 
along. I'm late for rehearsal. 
Joseph Julian, 


bet- 


+ 


Albany, N. Y., Jan. 28. 


Public Information Service of New 
York State Liquor Authority, report- 
ing recently on scripts it prepared 
for county ABC boards to be used 
over local radio stations, interpret- 
ing ‘the gains made in the seven 
years since the 18th amendment 
to the Federal Constitution was 
replaced by the 2lst,’ stated ‘A 
few boards were refused time on 
the ground that no mention of alco- 
holic beverages was permitted, either 
for or against.’ Ten stations were 


|shown, in the first compilation, to 

° ° ~ 
have given time. Nine of these ex- 
tended their facilities to county 


| 


boards, all but one alloting a quarter 
hour. 
WGY, 50,000 


watter, broadcast a 


| five-minuter on a late evening spot. 


‘carried a 


Sterling Getchell, Socony, | 


Court at 
charging copyright infringement. The 
petition, filed by Frankel and Frankel, 
Cleveland law firm, for the Crawford 


baking «as 
station on 


Myself,’ 


VENY, Elmira, 
WFAS, White Plains, 


WGBB, Freeport, 
and WSLB, 


Ogdensburg,  outletted 15-minute 
programs after 6 pm. WMFF, 
Plattsburg, WKIP, Poughkeepsie, 


WOLF, Syracuse, and WKNY, King- 
ston, aired scripts on quarter-hour 
afternoon periods. In New York 
City, the municipal station, WNYC, 
question-answer shot by 
Jacob Glasser, chairman of the Alco- 
holic Beverage Commitee of the 
Federal Bar Association, and Mrs. 


John S. Sheppard, only women mem- 


ber of the Liquor Authority. 


The Authority’s Information Serv- 
ice pointed out that ‘many counties, 
of course, have no_ broadcasting 
facilities.’ Other boards, not report- 
ing at the outset, have since done so, 





Suit Against WSPD 


Toledo, O., Jan. 28. 
been filed in Federal 
Toledo against WSPD, 


has 


Suit 


Music Corp., asserts that the Toledo 
Jan. 2 gave an unauthor- 
performance of the song ‘By 
a composition of Howard 
Dietz and Arthur Schwartz. 

Suit seeks a judgment of $250. 


ized 
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My eyes really popped... 


WHEN I SAW THE 
NEW HANOVIA 
TRAVEL-SUN! _ 


says 


Eddie Cantor 


x 


z 


[Heard each Wednesday night at 9:00 P.M., over NBC network.] 


ww i. BEEN looking for a sun lamp to 


pep and energy these dangerous winter months,” 
says Eddie Cantor, “and when I saw the new Hanovia 
Travel-Sun, believe me, my eyes really popped!” 


When you're working late and 


sleep or rest, you need the extra boost and vital sun- 
shine that only a fine sun lamp can give, too. For like 
all Hanovia lamps, the new portable Travel-Sun gives 














L. Hanovia with its pure 


help build up my 


don’t get much 


you all 12 effective bands of ultra-violet — substan- 


tially more than any other make. It’s easy to carry 
...can be used anywhere... and can be easily tucked 
away ina closet when notin use. It’s ideal for a small 


apartment or hotel room. 


Like Eddie Cantor, get one of the new Hanovia 


Travel-Sun. It will help keep you in tip-top shape. 


See Hanovia Lamps at department, electric and medical stores and our showrooms. 


HANOVI 


Chemical 
& Mfg. Co. 
s Newark, Ni J. 543 Boylston St 





HANOVIA’S 5 EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 











quarts tube is the lamp that 
produces all twelve effect- 


ive bands of ultraviolet. 
Z Scientific design, tested 


and proven for 35 years in 
world-wide markets. 


3. Hanovia’s famous 
quarts mercury are tube 


assures superior perform- 
ance; produces more bene- 


ficial ultraviolet. 


4. Hanovia lamps have a 
LONGER EFFECTIVE 
LIFE, 


5. Hanovia Alpine Sun 
Lamps are ECONOMICAL 
to operate. 


Write Dept. V-2 for free booklet,” Your Place In The Sun." 


HANOVIA ALPINE 
HOME SUN LAMP 


Prices from $59.50 F.0.B., Convenient budget terms if desired 
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: a | WGN PERKS UP 


National Spot Accounts Currently Active 


| (According to Report from VARIETY’S ‘Radio Market Cities’ ) LISTLESS CHI 
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American Popcorn ........... Buchanan-Thomas .. Announcements DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO It ag nica 


is between-seasons in Chicago 


— es Wy. Kastor si Wiaiiine': dieeiiiiiaamenaaia TIME LAST WEEK and there is little new activity, with 


Beaumont Labs. 
(4 Way Cold Tablets) 








Beech-Nut Gum .............. Newell-Emmett ve? Announcements WG e! cats Bg! best sore for 
»w business. as been putting on 
Blackstone Products iceeen DOT RIONRE BOCCIO$. ci eceos ! Hours new 
; : : — - ‘a : STORE CITY TIME PURCHASES a great drive for contracts during 
Calavo Growers of Calif...... Lord & Thomas..........Announcements . . “aes . . ‘ 
, ’ 1 Meare Went. GtOle. ..06.ccccee BOW FORE CRY. ccccccccevssens Full Hours the past few months and the drive 
Dr. W. B. Caldwell ........... Sherman & Marquette...........% Hours yeClanahan’s Dept. Store..... Salt Lake City...........Announcements has been proving successful 
WOenen COPE) «oc cscs cecess H. W. Kastor ... ........Announcements , O’Connor-Moffatt Dept. Store .San Francisco..,............- 10-Min. News ~ ‘ Gh a 








meinen EE Seas WGN: Bree Cosmetics, two station 


OND GOs as seahorse see oes PPI,  WOROET kicks kosbicsdercens 14 Hours - ae , : , 
reak announcements ive days 
DES MOINES SNAPPY weekly, through Bertram Reibel 


Carter Pills, Arrid. ........... Street & Fimney........0.d Announcements 
Consolidated Drug Products... Benson & Dall.............e-- Full Hours | lagency; Heileman Brewing Co., one 
oe. ©. Ene, U. BS. Ltd..... .. Atherton Local Picks Up Plenty Points-—-Web 























me SOUNTIOE i iibseosceaes eee station break announcement daily 
Se ere ey ee See le errr Announcements Marte Total five days weekly, through the Ram- 
Foster Milburn (Doan’s Pills). Spot Broadcasting .......Announcements [ P T , 7 agency, W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co., 
wremey BGnGRSiNe .......0.6.- Be Ee, MOP IO ed's bac seasas Announcements | Des Moines, Jan. 28. one station break announcement oe 
Gude’s Pepto Mangan ........ Morse International ......: Announcements | Though the figures themselves 48's weekly, ry — M. 
Health Aids (Serutan) ........ tuthraul & Ryan .....icccscces 1y Hours —_—— |aren't impressive, most of the units | Seeds: oc hee “@ “ae rod ase 
International Harvester ....... Aubrey, Moore & Wallace. Announcements } | nereabouts taged ood meback aren BER penenegpmnnneneen sOiye 
er eee Kenyon & Eckhardt......Announcements F. Ward Wheelock agency, which | stag a good comeback | Sundays and one announcement for 
Lever Bros. vt ae: Young & Rubicam.......é Announcements recently took over the Palmolive ac- | during the past week. Sporting only fix e Mondays, through Charles Dan- 
Lever Bros. (Spry) . oo BUCOTOUT Gt BVON. iiss cove Time Signals count, sent out a hurry-up call for |a plus 5%, local biz nevertheless did iel Frey; Barbasol Co., 15 masesres 
Lever Bros. (Lipton’s Tea, spot announcement availabilities last | some agile climbing to pull! out of its three days weekly through Erw n, 
Eee Young & Rubicam........Announcements week. The query sought info on all | previous minus 10%. ped ronan soe cos mage a 
Longines-Wittnauer ...........: Arthur Rosenberg ......./ Announcements| the announcement periods that sta- | ————,.—_—_____________ | minutes three times weekly, tah on 
Mentholatum Co. .........0.:- BOTE DACOOS ..csicccses oe ode tions in key markets had open, and Le oe Sees Se oe. —_ H. W. Kastor; Quaker Oats Co., 15 
North Am. Accident stations were asked to submit cover- | Network Local National Tota) Minutes five days weekly, through 
aera r ere ..Franklin Bruck....% Hour News, 5-Mins ‘age and lots of other sales material. Units Units Spot Units Units Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
Ea ener aon eee ae Presba, Fellers & Presba All of this had to be in the hands of 7,813 2,685 2,894 13.392 WBBM: California Fruit Growers 
14 Hours, 1% Hours News; the agency's radio department with- 8,137 2,557 2,844 13,538 Exchange, time signal announce- 
oO | re er ae... Announcements! in two days. The inquiry also re- —4% +5% +-1.7% —1.1% |ments, one daily, through Lord & 
Peter Paul (Ten Crown Gum)... Platt-Forbes.................5-Min. News); quired that the agency be given an/| Included: (KRNT, KSO, WHO) Thomas. 
EE eee Featherstone Adv........ Announcements , option on the periods submitted. ° 7 ; | Jan. 25 Compared to Jan. 18 [| 
Pillsbury Flour Mills.......... rautenineson AV .....ccsse Announcements! Campaign, it was disclosed, called Bie Ties eam nec icieeescenketeapeneeensmadieien = iliicte 
Pillsbury Flour Mills.......... Stack-Goble ....secccoccccs Participations | for about 21 announcements a week. WELI MAY INHERIT |Network Local National Total 
Lydia Pinkham .............. Erwin, Wasey .......cc. Announcements | Stations would be given 52-week | Units Units Spot Units Units 
et cee y aaa Lake-Spiro-Shurman ....Weather Reports; contracts but there would have to be GAMES DENIED WICC 9,930 6,250 11,265 27,455 
Southern Pacific RR .......... Lord & Thomas 'a clause permitting the account to ; 9,915 6,299 11,287 27,501 
144 Hour Ski & Snow News’ take a hiatus of from ‘eight to 13 | 0.2% —0.8% —0.2% —0.2% 
Standard Oil of Calif. era McCann-Erickson ........... Time Signals} weeks. This hiatus angle, while New Haven, Jan. 28, | ‘inctded: wae, wane. wen. WIND, 
Standard Oil of Indiana ..... McCann-Erickson ...Temperature Reports | established in network advertising, is B besehatt bei ee let ad 
Studebaker Corp. ............. Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham |}something new for spot announce- | ' age mee eyes sa does | 
1 eon ie Ses: juke plum for “LI, which joine ohn 
Sunkist Lemons ............. Lord & Thomas a ee ait eae Shepard 3rd’s New England axis in | Insurance and Yodels 
Chain Breaks, Announcements z jlatter 1940. Fort Worth, Jan. 28 
Swift &Co. (Sunbrite Cleanser).Hutchinson Adv............ Participations Frito Increases News | New Haven station, one of Bulova} Texas State Mutual Fire Insure 
BUMS once cece eee eeeccvece StMCK-GOoble .......cc000.....-.%¢ Hours] Fort Worth, Jan. 28. |string, would solve problem of |ance Co. is presenting a daily Mon- 
United States Lines............ J. Walter Thompson....... Announcements! Frito, of Dallas, has just signed | Southern Connecticut outlet for big |day through Friday quarter-hour 
Vick Chemical ............... Morse International......./ Announcements , for an extra quarter-hour to be add-|league games, which are denied | ‘Roundup’ with Zack Hurt as m.c., 
Ward Baking ................. Sherman K. Ellis.........Announcements| ed to its present four newscasts per |Shepard’s WICC, Bridgeport-New | Hillbilly and Hawaiian musie by 
Washington State Apples......J. Walter Thompson........ Participations | week on KGKO. Neil Hackett han- | Haven, because transmitter of latter | the Crystal Springs Ramblers and 
White Laboratories............Wm. Esty ...seeee--Announcements  dles. \is within Greater New York zone | the Dessert Drifters. 
Women’s Home Companion McCann-Erickson ............... ¥% Hours Ray K. Glenn Agency placed. llimited by metropolitan ball clubs. |! Broadcast on KFJZ. 

















Another siGN OF LEADERSHIP.... 


KTUL AWARDED ARMOUR'S 
SILVER MERCHANDISING PLAQUE 


Presented to KTUL by impartial judges is this silver plaque 


reflecting KTUL leadership in promotion and merchandising. 





pin Advertisers reap the benefit of the prestige KTUL has 


VERCUNSING AR? GI earned through its constant service and self-improvement. | 


KTUL 


rs 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 
5000 WATTS CBS 





? 











FREE & PETERS, INC. NAT’L REPRESENTATIVES 


| Tulsa awarded $10,000,000 Bomber Plant 
| to be operated by Douglas Aircraft. Plant 
if # will employ 15,000 to 20,000. 








ORS ML, See ee ee 
































’ 























Wednesday, January 29, 1941 


VARIETY 


RADIO MARKETS 39 











—— 


S00 HOUOEWWE 
EST PANEL 


Cincinnati Station Embarks 
Upon Elaborate Set-Up— 
Will Award Products Pass- 








ing Exams a ‘WLW Con- 
sumers Foundation’ Okay 


SPECIAL STAFF 


Cincinnati, Jan. 28. 
Operation of a consumers’ founda- 
tion, in which 1,500 housewives will 
participate as product testers, has 
been started by WLW. 


claims for the products 


Movement | 


is linked with a program aingd Mon- | 


day through Saturday at 8:45 a.m. 
which offers information on new 


—- -——_-—- — 


clothing markets in the mid-west, 
and news of interest to modern 
homemakers, It also ties in with ex- 
isting field work with consumer 
groups in WLW’s area. 

Bob Dunnville, the station's sales 
manager, is supervising the founda- 
tion’s organization. Marsha Wheeler, 
who conducts the foundation's pro- 


{ 


grams, is director of the set-up. Her 


field assistant is Ruth Englemeyer, 
who joined Crosley staff last week. 

Selection of product-testing house- 
wives is to be made by WLW’’s field 
staffs in 14 key market cities and by 
one rural representative. 

Housewives will receive unlabeled 
samples of products, identified by 
letters. They also will receive ques- 
tionnaires bearing statements of 
made by 
their manufacturers. Housewives 
will be asked if the claims are ful- 
filled. 

Products passing the consumer 
test, said Dunville, will be given the 
right to*use WLW _ Consumers’ 
Foundation seal of approval. 

Approval of two program ideas 
and rejection of another were voted 
by 50 members of prominent Cincy 
women’s clubs who attended the in- 


products, the daily trend of food and augral conference of the WKRC 





BUREAU: OF MISSING 
BUSINESS 





RETURNING BIG. 





ARMOUR, SWIFT TURN TO RADIO—WIL- 
SON MAY FOLLOW—MEAT ADVERTISING, 
LARGELY ABSENT FROM AIR, MAY BE 








Jan. 28. 


Long-awaited aboutface on the 
part of the meat packing industry as 
to the use of radio is taking place. 
In the space of a week two of the 
world’s biggest meat packing out- 
fits signatured for network 
Early last week Armour okayed a 
six-day schedule on Columbia, riding 
15 minutes daily Monday-to-Friday 
and 30 minutes on Saturday, with the 
Wayne King orchestra and Buddy 
Clark as vocalist. Deal set through 
the Chi Lord & Thomas agen 

Also later that week Swift broke 
away from the no-radio policy to ink 
a contract with NBC kere calling for 
a 15-minute slice of the NBC ‘Break- 
fast Club’ program three days week- 
ly, taking Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, 

Starts on Feb. 8 and will go from 
8:30-to-8:45 a.m. CST over 63 NBC- 
blue outlets, set through the Chi J. 
Walter Thompson agency. On the 
show regularly are m.c. Don McNeill, 
the Walter Blaufuss-directed orches- 
tra, Jack Backer, Evelyn Lynne, 
Nancy Martin and Bob Brown. 


Chicago, 


y. 


For years the absence of the meat 
packer was a bitter capsule for ra- 
dio, but late in 1940 Armour broke 
the stalemate with a flock of disk 
shows for its Treet product and at 
the conclusion of that series not only 
went for a new waxed se: 
Treet but okayed the CBS 


es for 


deal. 


Spam (Hormel) this year also be- 
gan sponsoring Burns & Allen. 

With these two ace safely in the 
bag the ether alesmen are D na 
ing aown the e to get the other 
packers into step, figuring that 
iron will never be hotter than now 
for Striking purposes; and indica- 
tions I nt to sharp lear tow 
Tadio by the rest of the eat 


dustry, especially Wilson whi } 
been on the verge of big radio pur- 
Chases for some time now but which 
now looks ready to take the real 
Plunge, 


Church, Undertaker With 
KFRO From Beginning 


Longview, Tex., Jan. 28. 
This month station KFRO com- 
pleted six years on air. With it two 
advertisers completed 312th 


B Won 
WeeKy¥ 


Programs. Some 25 other adver- 
tisers have been using announce- 


ments on the station during the full 
$lx-year period. 

Welch Funeral Home heard each 
Sunday morning and the First Bap- 
tist Church of Longview were spon- 
sors of the weekly broadcasts set- 
Ung the- record. 


time. | 


WCPO Strip Culminates 


In Auto to Amateur 
Baseball Best of Year 


Cincinnati, Jan. 28 

Award of a Hudson auto to Cincy’s 
most popular amateur baseball play- 
er this year is the punch of a five- 
minute news strip WCPO will carry 
for Pepsi-Cola during the Reds’ Na- 
tional League season. Contract was 
closed last week through the Walter 
Haehnle agency, local. Airings will 
be right ahead of broadcasts of the 
Reds’ games. Voting will be done 
with the sponsor’s bottle caps. Auto 
is supplied by a dealer in exchange 
for announcements of his name and 
ition 
WCPO’s ace sportscaster, Harry 
Hartman, who doubles as salesman, 
came up with the idea. 

Last year the station had a series 
of sponsored programs which per- 
mitted listeners to vote for the most 
valuable player on the Reds’ team 
Prize, also an auto, went to Frank 
McCormick, who later received the 
National League’s most valuable 
player award. Stunt caused some 
ill feeling among other star Redlegs 
and was thumbed down for repeti- 
tion, 


KREUGER BEER SEES 
FTC AS ‘FINICKY’ 


locat 


W ( Jar 28 

~ y f Kre Bre { 

ee r ) € Fe 

f Trade ( week 
to a ‘ f 

p ted and a i ri 1O¢ 

misieadaing. Rep v te he s ‘ 
set the way for a hearing to decide 


who’s right 

The Newark beery acknowledged 
there is somthing barley 
malt and hops in its product but 
denied that quaffers are duped by 
placed on these in- 


besides 


the emphasis 

gredients which assertedly result in 
a ‘distinctly different product 
Kreuger also told the Federal blue- 
noses that last summer (‘answer said 


to have been ‘prior to July 24’) the 
same squawk had been considered 
and put on the shelf. Row involves 
Ambassador brand of beer. 


Boston.—Robert S. Playfair 





has re- 
signed as promotion director of 
Yankee and Colonial Networks. No 


} suecessor has been named. 








| 





Board of Listener Control Friday though tried in other sections 
(24). A news show by a reporter 
and an analyist, with slants of 
femme interest, and a serial by 
Jimmie Scribner of two colored wo- 
men characters got the board’s nod. of more than 100 prominent Cincy 
Idea tossed out was a dramatic se- club women. Group’s first monthly 
rial, The women decreed it too sad.' conference was held at the Hotel 
WKRC’s Clubwomen Alms, in which WKRC is quartered. 

Also new in local broadcasting al- , Representatives of local ad agencies 


is the 
setting up by WKRC, the Times-Star 
and Mutual affiliate, of a 


station 


board of listeners control, composed 


WLW'S ‘CONSUMERS’ SEAL 


ee —— 


invited to sit in on the initial ses- 
sion, 

Ideas. for new programs are 
presented to the femmes for discus- 
sion and constructive criticism In 
charge of the powwows are Hul- 
bert Taft, Jr., general manager of 
the station; Herman E. Fast, sales 
manager, and Brad Simpson, pro- 
gram and production chief. 
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1939... 
IN THE INTEREST OF Listeners 


VARIETY FARM-SERVICE AWARD 
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1940... 


IN THE INTEREST OF Radio Development 
BILLBOARD EXPLOITATION AWARD 






















1941... 








oy 
IN THE INTEREST OF THE Aduertiser 


ARMOUR AND COMPANY 
MERCHANDISING AWARD 














All these awards, 





© 
rae AD 
- 4 : omni in America’s Money 
\ \ 
\ yyncoe 
\ “ 
_j- 


ar YANKTON ano SIOUX 


WNAX BUILDING 


STUDIOS 


REPRESENTED BY THE KATZ AGENCY 


ORPHEUM BUILDING 


and other recognition won by 
WNAX, have been gained not through special award 
seeking activity, but through the normal consistent 
day-to-day performance of the station and its staff. 
In short, WNAX delivers. 
3,837,323 in its daytime primary, WNAX can deliver 
your selling rnessage effectively to this great region 
elt. 


A COWLES STATION WNAX 570 KC-CBS 


With a population of 


5000 WATTS L.S. 
1000 WATTS NIGHT 


CITY 
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Frisco’s Ist Foreign Government 


Account, Brazil, on KGO Through NBC 


Frisco gets its first crack at foreign 
sponsorship on NBC this week, KGO 
being sent to carry Brazil’s Drew 
Pearson-Robert Allen show. 


John B. Hughes, ace Coast news- | 


caster, aided by KFRC and his agent, 
Larry Allen, has cooked up a trans- 
continental ether deal whereby he 
will become the first western com- 
mentator to be heard in the east. 
Starting Monday (27), Hughes will 
do five quarter-hours weekly, hitting 
the east around 5 p.m. The Mutual 
release will get a sustaining ride 
pending sponsorial nibbles. Hughes 
already carries 11 commercials week- 
ly on Coast webs, five for Langen- 
dorf Bread, three for Blackstone As- 
pirin, two for Serutan (laxative) and 
one for Look magazine. 

New series is predicated on fact 
that Coast is an important national 
defense center, is the jumping-off 
place for Oriental troubles, and the 
whole is a long way off so far as 
easterners are concerned. 

Art Linkletter, ,prolific free-lance 
m.c., has sold himself to Gump’s, ex- 
clusive store no radio salesman has 
been able to crack to date. Will do 
a series of Sunday celebrity inter- 
views on KSFO, waxing portions 
during the week if necessary to catch 
visiting personalities. Linkletter also 
does interview shows for Samuels 
Jewelry and Roma Wine. 

KFRC: Dr. B. L. Corley (diet), 
through Rufus Rhoades, 53 quarter- | 
hours, one weekly, health talk (re- 
newal); Rainier Brewing, through 
Buchanan & Co., 56 one-minute spots; 
W. L. Hughson (autos), through |} 
Harry Elliott agency, 180 spots; Max- 
ferd Jewelry Co., through Yeomans 
& Foote, 39 participations in ‘Milady’s 
Mirror,’ thrice weekly. 


Jan. 25 Compared to Jan. 18 | 


a 
Total 














Trenner Imparts Details 


_ Of WNBF’s “Money Back’ 





Harry Trenner, commercial man- 
ager of WNBF, Binghamton, N. Y., 
last Thursday (23) explained to some 
30 agency time buyers his station’s 
newly adopted plan of guaranteeing 


listening ratings to advertisers using | 
a 15-minute period either network | 


or spot. Idea calls for making an 
coincidental survey at the end of the 
13-week period and if the resultant 


rating does not exceed that guaran- | 
ty ao a . | Sunday and 10 p.m. Thursdays. 


iter spot 
|Raymond Gram Swing so he could 

. |do his weekly 
laining at a luncheon arranged for | ‘ : 
Pp 8 {London Sunday Express. 


teed by “the station the advertiser’s 
bill for the entire 13 weeks is cuffoed 
by WNBF. Trenner did his ex- 


by George Boliing, of the John 
Blair Co., in the Roosevelt hotel. 
Trenner pointed out that already 
several tests with advertisers have 
been made along this line by the 
station, and that it had found that 
even though the station had been 
quite conservative for its own pro- 
tection the margin of velvet was in 
each instance of such proportions 
as to making the money-back offer 
an established policy of the station. 
Plan also provides that if the co- 
incidental check shows a rating not 


/over WNBF’s guarantee the station 


will absorb the cost of the survey. 
Angle that drew much comment 
from the time buyers was the plan’s 


'requirement that the advertiser pay 


the survey’s bills if the coincidental 


| worked in the station’s favor. 


Trenner explained that the check 


|; would cost between $130 and $150 


and that the satisfied client could di- 
vide this by 13 and figure that his 
weekly time bill had been so much 
more. 





Guarantee to Sponsors 


| weekly 
| York, for Aspertane headache rem- | 


Spot on the House 





Current gag going the rounds 
of agency time buyers has to do 
with a station announcer who, 
having failed to read his script 
in advance, rushed to the mike 
and said. 

‘The time is 8 p.m. 
you with the courtesy of... 
There's a pause while the an- 
nouncer scans the script. ‘Well,’ 
| continues the announcer, ‘I sup- 
pose this one will have to be on 
the house.’ 


Johannes Steel on WOR 


Steel, 


It comes to 











Johannes international af- 


fairs commentator over WMCA, New | 


York, starts Feb. 9 a series of twice 
programs over WOR, New 
edy. He will be heard at 9:30 p.m. 
Lat- 
was recently vacated by 


news cable for the 


Steel got a preliminary sustain- 
er buildup date on WOR last Sun- 
day (26) and gets another next Sun- 
day (2), before starting the commer- 
cial series. He will continue his 
regular shows over WMCA. He is 
also completing a book, ‘Things I 
Could Never Tell Before.’ 


Suds Singer on WLAC 


Nashville, Jan, 28 

Ruthrauff & Ryan Agency, Chi- 
c:.go, placed a one year order in be- 
half of Southern Brewers Co. for 15- 
minute six days a week airshow over 
station WLAC. Program will be 
called ‘Sterling Singers’ and will run 
for one year. 

Uses Fred Waller, tenor, accom- 
| panied at the organ by Mary Eliza- 
beth Hicks. Show is aired daily at 
| 5:30 p.m. 





Whitman N. Hall, formerly WCOP 





chief engineer, has shifted to same 











Number of writers and 


| Radio's Anti-Axis Group 
| 


leading 


| 


| 


; actors have formed an organization, | 


| The Free Company, for a radio cam- 
|paign to ‘present the principles of 
American freedom.’ Will incidentally 
counter-attack foreign propaganda in 
the U. S. 


James Boyd is national chairman 
of the group, with Robert E. Sher- 


| 
| 


actors’ division, and William B. 
Lewis, CBS vice-president in charge 
of programs, handling the radio divi- 


wood in charge of the writers’ divi- | 
sion, Burgess Meredith heading the | crack to the effect that Charlie 


LT 


Kidding the Advertising Still 
Pretty Shocking—To Advertisers 





Henry Morgan, who does a screw. 
ball comedy series on WOR-Mutual 
gave Chase & Sanborn a severe rib- 
bing last week for deciding not to 
become one of his sponsors. Coffee 
firm's officials apparently didn’t like 
the way Morgan kidded one of the 


, spot announcements on his show, a 


plug for a cold cure. Notified him 


| that it had decided not to buy par- 


| 


ticipation on the series because his 
clowning ‘isn’t dignified’. Morgan 
read the message over the air, made 
McCarthy isn’t so 


dignified and 


| otherwise spoofed the coffee outfit, 


| sion. Idea is to use a series of net- 
| work broadcasts, with the various 
writers contributing scripts and | 


name actors appearing in them. No 
date has been set for the start. 

Among the writers who will do 
programs are Sherwood, Marc Con- 
nelly, William Saroyan, Maxwell 
Anderson, Stephen Vincent Benet, 
| Paul Green, Archibald MacLeish, 
| Sherwood Anderson, Elmer Rice, 
George M. Cohan and James Boyd. 
Orson Welles is listed among the 
actors. 


B.B.D.&0 SCOUTING 
RADIO SHOW IDEAS 


B.B.D. & O.’s radio department 
has gone in for a vigorous drive for 
new radio business. 











derhill to the job of scouting the 
|field for available program mate- 
| rial and building shows for presen- 
tation to accounts that are either in 
; the house or can be sold on chang- 


;nouncement any more.’ 


| lar series. 


One move in| Ww ri epi : , 
this direction has been the assign- | (Wednesday) Hearst paper, the N. Y. 


ment of Bill Spier and Charlie Un- | 


Following night he read a wire 
from Olson and Johnson, congratu- 
lating him on his program, assert- 
ing they’d grossed more than $3,- 


000,000 being undignified with 
‘Hellzapoppin’ and renewing their 
spot announcement contract with 
him. On Saturday night’s (25) edi- 


tion, Morgan read the 
blurb for the cold cure, then ob- 
served that ‘thank goodness’ the 
contract for that was concluded, so 
‘we won't have to hear that an- 
Spieler al- 
ways ribs his sponsors, but the en- 
tire seffuence was considered the 
topper so far, even for him. 
Apparently Morgan’s antics 
haven’t frightened other stations, 
however. WINS this week started 
airing what it hopes will be a simi- 
It’s spieled by Dayton 


same_ spot 


| Allen, young m.c. and comedian for 


the last few years on several low- 
watt New York outlets. Hearst sta- 
tiohi is taking wacky ads in tonight's 


Journal-Américan. Blurbs ‘warn’ 
the public against a ‘maniac’ whom 
the station hasn’t ‘been able to keep 
off the air’, 


Sees Crandell with Tndeer 




















Network Local National ing agencies 
Units Units Spot Units Units | eee ‘ ljob at WOV, New York. He was | !"8 agenc ies. | 
10.826 3.290 1,921 16.037 San Francisco. — Hal Chambers, succeeded by Roland C. Hale, pre-| Spier and Underhill, who have a 
10.691 3216 1974 15.881 formerly of KIDO, KFI, KJR, XEFD | viously WCOP engineer in charge of | separate staff with them in this task, John Crandell has joined Arthur 
4.13¢% 423% —27% 41% and others, added to KROW staff, re- | operations. Richard Johnson was | are working under the supervision | Kudner, Inc., as time buyer. 
(included: KFRC, KGO. KyRS. Kpo,| Placing Bob Goerner, on leave of| added to the engineering staff, com- of Arthur Pryor, Jr.. v.p. in charge; His previous agency connection 
KSFO) ‘absence due to ill health. ‘ing from WOCB, Barnstable, Mass. | of the radio department. was Benton & Bowles. 
= LS 























The Nation’s Station deeply appreciates the Armour Plaque 
for our merchandising efforts in behalf of an outstanding daytime | 
program, “‘Your Treat.” | 


Particularly gratifying is the fact that this Plaque-winning 
merchandising job for Armour & Company was not a ‘‘special.’’ All 
cur merchandising activities were handled in the course of normal 
assistance ... available to any advertiser to meet a specific problem. 


Equally comprehensive jobs were done for other advertisers | 
in 1940 without any reward in view . . . save that of making their 
expenditures on this station as effective as possible. 


LW 








The NATION’S 


most merchandise-able 


STATION 
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~ Of 55 Stations, 40 Join Contest 


. 


en 


Armour Digests Its Experience in Merchandising—12 
Items for Judging Winners 


By CLAIR HEYER 


Manager, Radio Department 
Armour & COMPANY 


Chicago, Jan. 28. 

A total of 55 leading radio stations 
from coast to coast were broadcast- 
ing ‘Your Treet’ and received the 
announcement that Armour & Co. 
would award three first place plaques 
and 10 honorable mention certificates 
to the 13 stations which ‘did the most 
complete, effective and intelligent job 


| plaques instead of three, as had been 


of merchandising the ‘Your Treet’ | 


program and Mink Coat Contest.’ So 
technically, all 55 of the stations par- 
ticipated in the Station Merchandis- 
ing Contest, They had little choice. 


| several 


And, considering the caliber of these | 


stations, I believe the reports on the 
Armour Merchandising Contest will 
qualify as a ‘Who’s Who and What s 
What in Radio Station Merchandising 
for 1940-41.’ 

It is impossible to summarize the 
results of the station contest in any 
one statement, but response from the 
stations and the list of winners did 
reveal that: 

(1) ‘Big’ stations in major markets 
can and do merchandise, regardless 
of their position in listener leader- 
ship. 

(2) Most of the better radio sta- 
tions are recognizing the importance, 
value and necessity of merchandising 
cooperation and are building up 
their merchandising departments to 
a par with other departments of 
broadcast advertising. 

But before further details of ‘Who's 
Who and What’s What.’ a word re- 
garding the preliminaries. 

First, Armour did not attempt to 
change the merchandising polices of 
any stations, but did attempt to take 
advantage of all services which were 


available. 

Armour stressed comple‘e mer- 
chandising—the importance of a 
complete and well-balanced mer- 


chandising program .. . publicity and 
promotion of the ‘Your Treet’ pro- 
gram-Mink Coat Contest to (1) the 
listener-consumer, plus merchandis-. 
ing to (2) the dealer and (3) the 
Armour sales organization. 

Armour and Lord & Thomas made 
every effort to give radio stations 
necessary cooperation, supplying 
them with material to do a good 
merchandising job. We emphasized 
those services which could be per- 
formed only by the stations them- 
selves. 

In selecting the winning stations. 
the various forms of merchandising 
cooperation were classified according 
to the following 12 sections: 

1. Broadcast Publicity — Courtesy 
announcements, mention on program 


previews, interviews with contest 
winners and other special promo- 
tional broadcasts. 

2. Program Listings—In news- 


papers, or in program logs published 
and distributed by the staticns. 

3. News Publicity-—In newspapers 
and other publications with general 
circulation. 

In 


4. Display Advertising - the 


same general publications. 
5. Dealer Publications and Trade 
Supplements — News and_ display 


space in publications circulated to 
dealers only. 
6. Dealer Mailings—Dealer let- 


ters, special bulletins and cards, tele- 
grams and ‘radio-grams.’ 

7. Dealer Contacts—Personal calls 
on dealers and buyers, 

8. Distributing Contest Publicity 
—To studio visitors, women's organi- 
zations, etc. 

9. Sales Meetings—Program audi- 
tions and meetings 
radio people for Armour salesm 

10. Dealer — Window Displays 
Large and small displays, including 
station lobby displays. 

11. Outdoor Display — Taxi-auto 
cards, billboards, streetcar-bus cards. 

12. 
etc. 

A maximum score or ‘credit’ was 
Placed on each of the above points, 
80 that no station could earn a high 
rating by going overboard on one or 
two phases of merchandising while 
neglecting other forms of work. Sta- 
tions were judged according to the 
size of the markets they served. For 
example, 500 dealer letters in a mar- 
ket with 500 retail dealers earned 
the same credit as did 5,000 letters in 
& market with 5,000 dealers. 

; Station cooperation was so excel- 
tent that it took higher mathematics 
to determine the winners. The ‘dupli- 
Cate awards in case of ties’ became 


conducted DY 


en. 


-.8 Jeality when we awarded four 


Miscellaneous—Movie trailers, 


' dising director, obviously has her de- | 


announced. 

A ‘Complete’ Job 
‘duplicate awards’ 
indicate, the four stations 
won first-place plaques — WLW, 
KMOX, KTUL and WNAX—did a 
complete merchandising job on all of 
the above 12 points, plus other out- 
standing work 
special recognition. 


As the would 


The Armour campaign probably | 


created more problems for WLW 
than for any other station on the 
list. Aside from being a ‘big’ station, 


offices fell within WLW’s coverage 
area, whereas most other stations 
were concerned with only one local 
sales office and sales organization. 
Beulah Strawway, WLW’s merchan- 


partment geared to work quickly 
and effectively. Our office seldom 
found it necessary to make any sug- 
gestions and when we did, we 
usually found that Miss Strawway 
was ahead of us and already had 
the job started. Robert E. Dunville, 
commercial manager and Bill Robin- 
son conducted sales meetings for 
Armour salesmen at numerous cities 
and sold both dealers and salesmen 
on WLW and Treet. WLW kept 
every single person concerned, in 
Chicago or in the fleld, up-to-date 
on their activities, enabling us to 
take full advantage of the station's 
work. Bill Oldham’s department de- 
serves special recognition for radio 
research in advance of the field, 
furnishing data so often needed by a 
client's advertising department, 

At KMOX, Merle Jones, J. Soulard 
Jchnson and staff capitalized on the 
mink coat angle by promoting a fur 
coat style show at 
Armour salesmen, St. Louis meat 
dealers and’ their families. 

KTUL, Tulsa was outstanding for 


William CC. Gillespie’s and John 


Esau’s intelligent handling of dealer | 


merchandising and effective use of 
the material Armour had made avail- 
able. There was an excellent double- 


fold dealer card which could be used | 


for display...good program  pub- 
licity to listeners...effective dealer 
contacts in cooperation with Armour 
salesmen...trade publicity...all il- 
lustrating that these men understand 
the problems of food merchandising 
and selling. 

At WNAX, Sioux-City-Yankton, 
Bob Tincher, Phil Hoffman and Jim 


Gies all went down the line on the | 


12 points, and then some. There was 
a ‘WNAX-TREET DAY’ in Sioux 
City. Costumed girls shouldered 
sandwich board signs to call on deal- 
ers and hand out contest entry 
blanks to people on the streets. 
Program promotion, dealer and sales 
merchandising were all coordinated 
with no wasted effort. 

It is difficult to describe additional 
details of stations’ activities, simply 
because most of it was plain, hard 
and straight merchandising work. 
Plain fundamentals of merchandis- 
ing, not dependent on fan-fare for 
effectiveness, 

The 10 Honorables 

Cooperation from the 10 stations 
winning Honorable Mention Certifi- 
cates was equally good. Again, de- 
scription is difficult, but it might be 
mentioned that: WCSC, Charleston, 
S. C.. was the first station to come 
up with the idea of having costumed 
girls distribute contest material... 
WSYR. Syracuse, through Ruth Chil- 


; 


t director of women’s events, 
made excellent contacts with various 
women’s organizations to promote 
the mink coat contest KTSA, San 
Antonio, with good sales meeting 

good studio displays and unusual 
auto signs...KTRH, Houston, dis- 


tributed contest material by personal 
letter and tied in with a local fur 
dealer...exceptional display ads by 
KDAL, Duluth...KLZ told Denver 
grocers about the Armour-Treet 
campaign by telegram and personal 
contacts...KGNC, Amarillo, put out 
some good window cards...WMBG, 
Richmond, worked hard to put over 
some excellent cooperation with all 
Armour dealers and salesmen... 
WIRE. Indianapolis, obtained co- 


operation of a fur dealer to promote | 


the mink-coat angle... WMBR, Jack- 


sonville. did likewise with an attrac- 


tive fur-coat window, plus entry 
blanks distributed by Postal Tele- 
graph. 

Our experiences through the sta- 
tion contest and a summary of re- 
ports from all stations revealed the 

ow ing: 

(a) Out of 55 stations, 40 made spe- 


which | 


which deserved | 


of Armour’s sales division | 


its studios for | 


| 

cial efforts to cooperate. This indi- 
cates that 60° of the stations recog- 
nize the importance of station mer- 
chandising and have formulated poli- 
cies accordingly. 

(b) Of the remainder, 10 stations 
gave limited assistance. 
| (ce) Two. stations wouldn't 
much. 

(d) The remaining three 
refused any cooperation, 
their responsibility ceased when they 
put the program on the air. 

(e) Radio station merchandising 
still has growing pains but seems to 
be approaching a fair degree of ma- 
turity. Most of the better stations 
have at least one full-time merchan- 
dising man who, perhaps through ac- 
tual selling experience, understands 
retail merchandising and knows the 
local trade. Radio merchandising as 
well as special events broadcasting, 
has advanced from the fry-egg-on- 
sidewalk stage. There was almost a 
total absence of ‘stunts’—such events 
as KMOX’s fur-coat show, WNAX’s 
‘Treet Day’ in Sioux City, and the 
occasional use of sex appeal rates a 
higher term and had genuine promo- 
tional merit. 

(f) Most stations, although having 
little unsold time, are willing and 
anxious to render merchandising co- 
operation and are genuinely 


talk, 


inter- 


| 


| 


stations | 
claiming | 


30% Margin For A Friendly Attitude 


Agency Man Considers the Arguments of Merchan- 
dising-Haters—Suggests Some ‘Minimums’ 


By JACK W. LAEMMAR | 


Radio Time Buyer 
Lorp & THOMAS, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan. 28. 

Late in 1940, Armour & Co. con- | 
ducted a ‘Mink Coat Contest’ on its! 
‘Your Treet’ program. For a period 
of five weeks one $1,000 mink coat | 
per week and cash prizes were 
awarded for the best last line to a 
jingle which told of the fine quali- 
ties of Treet, the ready-to-eat prod- 


| matter 


|uct of Armour’s, 


| ‘merchandising 


In conjunction with this consumer | 
contest, which, incidentally, proved | 
highly successful, there was a station 
contest’ conducted. 
At the end of the consumer contest | 


ithe stations submitted the evidence | 


| of publicity and merchandising, and 


ested in seeing the advertiser get the 


greatest possible returns from his 
campaign. But the writer knows 
from some years he spent with radio 
| Stations that the client must give the 
| necessary cooperation on his part if 
he expects radio stations to effective- 
ly merchandise his campaign. Most 
| Stations carried out any reasonable 
requests we made. 

(g) Not all—but an increased per- 
; centage of radio stations reatize the 


| tiser’s home office supplied with 


a staff of judges selected the stations 
which were to receive engraved 
plaques and those which were to re- 
ceive certificates of award. 

The stations were informed through 
both Armour & Co. and its agency, | 
Lord & .Thomas, of both contests. 
The agency released cuts, mats, pub- | 
licity stories, announcements to the 
stations, and during the contest ad- 
ditional material was released as 
needed. 

Now, as to the purpose of this mer- 
chandising contest, this promotion 
had a two-fold mission. First, the 


importance of keeping the adver- | Contest was a means of publicizing 


| the ‘Mink Coat Contest’ to the con- 


| photographs, tear sheets and com- | 


| plete information of their activities. 
Many now appreciate that various 
evidences of merchandising activity 
|may be the station’s best salesman. 
In most large companies, a stagger- 
ing number of individuals and execu- 
tives are directly concerned with the 
results of any local campaign and 
have varying degrees of influence re- 
| garding future appropriations. Yet 
few persons at headquarters, except 
the agency time buyer and the ad- 
vertiser’s radio man, will know about 


tion submits something that can be 
passed along. Such reports to the 
client’s home office do not have to be 
elaborate—but radio stations in the 
| Armour contest which took the 


| ports were invariably those which 
did the more thorough job in the 
| field. 

(h) Radio stations’ national repre- 
sentatives have at times absorbed a 


|to the trade. 


sumer. Secondly, it was a means of 
merchandising the consumer contest 
This was done in co- 


| operation with the local Armour men | 


the station’s efforts unless that sta- | 


greatest care in submitting their re- | 


| ging the contest which showed a real 


'to tie in with the Mink Coat prizes. 


few harsh words and occasionally 
have been accused of being ‘order 
? * , y . | 
| takers. We could not have main- | 


tained the close contacts with radio 
Stations, necessary to carry out such 


a merchandising program, + without | 


the service rendered by Chicago rep- 


resentatives of the various stations. | 


Wheneve: 


ries, it 


had trouble or 
usually the station rep- 
ho straightened out the 
problem. Any ineffectiveness on the 
part of the representative was usu- 
ally the fault of the station itself. 

> > . 

We feel the Armour & Co. Station 
Merchandising contest was a distinct 
suceess from Armour’s_ standpoint. 
Sales increases were more pro- 
nounced in the 20 markets where the 
first 20 


of merchandising were located. 


we wor- 


Was 


resentative w 


| cided to award three plaques and ten 
certificates. 


Stations from the standpoint 


Nor | 


was it the case of a successful opera- | 


tion but an obituary for the patient, 


because Armour and Treet are stil] 
on the air, although the transcribed 
show's name has been changed to 
rreet Time’ and now uses Buddy 
Clark and othe new talent . 
Such merchandising cooperation a 
received b Armour & Co. one of 
the best ents for spot broad 
ca £ It he ef compensation 
for tearing of scalps and grey hair 
1! connectio! I 1) wt le ale 
schedule changes during daylight 
time change (2) complex and non- 
uniform rate and discount setups, and 
(3) lack of uniform coverage data 


And, regardless of Armour, the 
merchandising performance of. sta- 
tions on this contest illustrates why 
radio advertising 
present position 
major media. 


has achieved 
respect to 


its 


in other 
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15 minutes, three 
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be Ps ©OG08 eee seenreee 


miact Ac 
most cases. It 


in will be noted that 
we differentiate between ‘publicize’ 
and ‘merchandise.’ There are some} 
who consider these terms synonym- 
ous. In our use of the terms we ap- 
ply the word ‘publicize’ to the con- | 
sumer—any means of calling to the 
attention of the audience the pro-| 
gram or, in this case, the ‘Mink Coat 
Contest’; the word ‘merchandise’ is 
applied to the trade—any means of 
promoting or selling jobbers, whole- | 
salers, dealers, or others involved in 
the movement of the product, on the 
benefits to be derived by capitalizing 
on the consumer contest, 

Some stations conducted dealer 
meetings which resulted in definite 
dealer cooperation with the contest. 
Many used original ideas in plug- 


flair of showmanship. One station 
conducted a style show in its studios 


It was so popular that it was neces- | 
sary to schedule a repeat perform- | 
ance. Window displays, car cards, | 
and other means too numerous to 
mention were used to help make the 
consumer contest successful. 

At the end of the contest all sta- 
tions submitted a complete story of 
their activities, and Armour & Co. | 
and Lord & Thomas selected the 
winners, It had originally been de- 


However, four stations 
did such an outstanding job that a 
duplicate prize was awarded. The} 
stations which received the plaques 
were: 


WLW, Cincinnati 
KMOX, St. Louis 
KTUL, Tulsa 

WNAX, Yankton 


The stations which received the 
certificates of award were: 
KGNC, Amarillo 
WCSC, Charleston 
KLZ, Denver 
KDAL, Duluth 
KTRH, Houston 
WIRE, Indianapolis 
WMBR, Jacksonville 
WMBG, Richmond 
KTSA, San Antonio 
WSYR, Syracuse 
There are several schools of 
thought on the point of whether a 
radio station should merchandise a 
radio program. Most stations agree 


that a program should be publicized 
at least when it is introduced on the 
air. Thus the most conservative sta- 
tions generally will give 
courtesy announcements calling at- 
tention to the start of the program. 
But, as to merchandising—well, that’s 
omething else. There are many sta- 


a: 


tions which refuse to turn a finger in 


several 


any kind of merchandising as they 
feel that when an advertiser buys 
time he pays for time and should get 
only time. 

Such a policy would seem to be 
dangerous, as it is to the station's 
protection to at least keep e local 

en of an advertise m the 

jradio x ram. Some may cail this 
. . < eo@ees , @#¢ ee 


| cooperation 
| All this 


merchandising the station, but no 
what it is called it would 
seem only good business to contact 
the local men on the various ac- 
counts and keep them sold. 

I have heard it said by advertising 
managers that they would rather 
have 70% effectiveness in a station 
and 30% in cooperation of the local 
men than 100% effectiveness in a 
station, with dissatisfaction and no 
from their local men. 
means that the local men 
should be sold. Perhaps they are 
not radio experts, but their accept- 
ance of a radio schedule will be an 
important factor in its success. 

No one can deny that the mer- 
chandising policy of a radio station 
is an extremely important one. A 


| station manager must give very seri- 


ous consideration to this factor, for 
it is necessary to decide before being 
called upon just how much and what 
type of merchandising the radio sta- 
tion is in a position to render. 

Many are of the opinion that mer- 
chandising is what is substituted for 
lack of audience on the part of a sta- 
tion. There really seems to be so 
many exceptions to this that it can't 
be called the rule. The prize win- 
ning stations in the Armour contest 
all command a great part of their 
respective audiences yet their mer- 
chandising was outstanding. 

We all know the old adage that 
one never gets anything for nothing. 


If this is applied to radio it means 


that the advertiser is actualiy pay- 
ing for the merchandising which he 
gets. There are not more than one 
or two cases where time costs are 
out of line by comparison to other 
outlets to the extent that the addi- 
tional amount being charged must 
be applied to an additional factor 
besides audience and coverage; but 
where such a situation exists, the 
merchandising has more than paid 
out in getting goods on and off the 
dealers’ shelves. 

In summary it may be said that in 
the opinion of the writer the mini- 
mum amount of merchandising 
which a radio station should 4o is 
to keep the local men and the home 
office sold on the station. Above the 
minimum is governed by station 
policy. Some stations are in a posie 
tion to grant more than others bee 


cause of various reasons. Such a 
situation is perfectly natural. A 
parting thought to be tossed up 


seems somewhat fundamental. Radio 
stations by authority of the FCC 


| operate in the public interest, cone 


venience, and necessity. Without vioe 
lating this trust is it not possible to 
also operate as a salesman for each 
of its advertisers? If this factor were 
kept in mind as consciously as the 
three-fold service mentioned above 
perhaps some S&tations could justify 
to themselves increased merchandise 
ing activity. 





-Name-Slogan-Phone Idea 


At KABC, San Antonio; 


Brevity Is Commended 


San Antonio, Jan. 28. 
New method of participation proe 
gram presentation is being used here 
by station KABC, which has intro- 


duced the Slo-a-phone program. In- 
stead of long-winded commercials, 
program gives name of fi their 
slogan and telephone number For 


of the Yellow 
. 


the case 
copy reads: “The thinkin 
a Yellow! The Yellow 
Cab Co., telephone number 
Favorable response to the idea is 


example, in 
Cab Co., 


fellow calls 


bringing stations switchboard - 
quiries. They want to know why 
the idea isn't used in some of the 
network commercial shows. 


- 


Nat’! Biscuit on WHK 


Cleveland, Jan. 28 
National Biscuit Co. purchased 10 
minute news spot fo be aired daily 
Sunday through Friday via WHK at 


1:45 p.m Account was _ placed 
through New York office of McCann- 
Erickson and will run from Feb. 2 
to Aug. 1 

Mickey Burnett is commentator 
and program will use United Press 
dispatche 

Boston-—John Parker, engineer 
for three years at WORL, becomes 
hief engineer, replacing Melvin 
Stickles, resigned. 
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Blackstone Remedies’ 4 Million 
For Radio; Gotham Still Ailing 


Units showed some sign of life in 
New York during the past week, but 
it was a feeble spark. 

Blackstone Household Remedies, | 
which four months ago spent less | 
than $30,000 annually for advertising 
has so far earmarked more than a 
quarter million for radio during 
1941.. (Drug companies do not have 
appropriations, thus the figure may 
be augumented if results justify). | 


Concern, sponsoring Johannes Steel 


on WOR twice weekly, is spending 
$100,000 in time and talent costs in | 
the Gotham area. Raymond Spector, | 
who handles, has Steel under con- | 
tract for any future comniittments. | 

WHN: Ward Baking Co. (Tip-Top 
Bread), through Sherman K. Ellis, | 
daily announcements, Monday 
through Saturday, nine-week con- 
tract; The Dill Co. (Espotabs), sta- 
tion-break announcements, 52-week 
contract; Roxy Theatre, through 
Kayton-Spiero, ‘Tall, Dark and Hand- 
some,’ spot announcements; S. A. 
Schonbrunn & Co. (Savarin Coffee), 
through Gussow-Kahn, announce- 
ments, 52-week contract; The Center 
Theatre, through Donahue & Coe, 
‘It Happens on Ice’, spot announce- 
ments, 13-week contract. 

WINS: Servus Clothes, through 
Klinger Advertising, 12 one-minute 
announcements weekly; Morris Plan 
Industrial Bank of N.Y., through 
Gotham Advertising, six 50-word an- 
nouncements weekly; Brain & 
Brawn, Inc. (Uncle Sam Magazine), 
weekly quarter-hour program, ‘Voice 
of Reason,’ 13-week contract. 

WMCA: Dime Savings Bank, 
through Austin Advertising Agency, 
renewal, five daytime five-minute 
programs weekly, 13-week contract; 
Music Box and Lyceum Theatres, 
through Kayton-Spiero, announce- 
ments; Jack Dempsey’s Restaurant, 
direct, three half-hour programs 
weekly; Hebrew Evangelization So- 
ciety, through Tom Westwood Ad- 
vertising Agency, one half-hour pro- 
gram weekly for 50 weeks. 

WNEW: American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers, through 
Blackstone Advertising, ‘ASCAP on 
Parade,’ 13-week contract; Theatre 
Restaurants Corp., direct, 10 an- 
nouncements weeky on ‘Milkman’s 
Matinee,’ 13-week contract; Para- 





|'when both advanced approximately 


| weeks; P.W.H. Publishing Company, 








DETROIT REVIVING 





Local, Nat'l Spot Perk Up—P. Loril- 
lard on WJR | 





Detroit, Jan. 28. 


Still moving sluggishly, local busi- 
ness and national spot, which have | 
been edging upward slowly, made | 
their first appreciable gains last week | 


2%. Nationa] time continues to mark 
time at such a constant that the fact 
no fight came through last week, 
which usually adds 60 minutes, left 
it just about where it was. 

Accounts evidently on the verge in 
Detroit, for each week station sales 
staffs expect to report a decided 
leap upward which still is in the off- 
ing. 

W.JBK: Holbrook Market, 15 min- 
utes five times weekly, newscast, 13 


15 minutes five times weekly, horse 
race results and scratches, 13 weeks; 
Bertrams’ Service, 15 minutes five 
times weekly, newscast, 13 weeks. 
WJR: P. Lorillard Co., 15 minutes 
three times weekly, Jimmy Steven- 
son newscast, 13 weeks, through 
Lennen & Mitchell; Eckert & Becker 
Brewery, 15 minutes five times 
weekly, studio orch, 26 weeks. 


| Jan, 25 Compared to Jan. 18 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,434 11,850 4,172 25,456 
9,440 11,597 4,093 25,130 
nee 422% +19% +1.3% 





* No change. 
Included: (CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, 
WWJ, WXYZ). 





Sell Bowling Congress 





Minneapolis, Jan. 28. 

KSTP got a six weeks’ jump in 
selling to Twin City DeSota dealers 
its American Bowling Congress 
broadcasts. Congress opens here 
March 13, but KSTP starts its broad- 
casts with Halsey Hall on Tuesday 
Feb. 4 with a series of nightly studio 
broadcasts plugging the coming 
event. When actual play opens, 
broadcasts will switch to the St. Paul 
Auditorium where about 40,000 
bowlers will be in action. 

Also getting an early promotion 


| start, KSTP this week spreads among 


DeSota dealers a series of promo- 
tional pieces for the broadcasts, in- 
cluding bumper cards, dealer ban- 
ners and show-window stickers, 


KLZ LEADS DENVER 
SALES; UNITS POKEY 


Denver, Jan, 28. 

Big sale of the week was made by 
KLZ to Kay’: Jewelers for three 
quarter-hours weekly, one year. 

KLZ: Gigantic Cleaners, through 
MacGruder agency, 52 announce- 
ments; Southwestern Greyhound 
Lines, through Beaumont & Hohman, 
52 announcements; Mrs. Ticker’s 
Shortening, through Crook agency, 
18 spots; Florsheim Shoe Shop, two 
announcements; Kay’s Jewelers, 
through Raymond Keane agency, 156 
quarter-hours. 

KFEL: Kilpatrick Baking Co., 
through Bail & Davidson, three five- 
minutes weekly, six months; Lan- 
caster Seed Co., through Vanderbie 
& Rubers, one announcement daily, 
one month; Republic Drug 10 spots; 
Wm. H. Wise Co., through Northwest 
Radio, six five-minute programs; Sil- 
ver Auto & Radio Supply Co., two 
announcements daily, one month; 
Smile a Minute Photo Studio, four 
spots; Vacuum Cleaner & Supply 











IN BALTIMORE: 
OTHERS NSG 


Baltimore, Jan. 28. 








mount Pictures Corp., through Buch- 
anan & Co., ‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ 
quarter hour three times for one 
week; Ward Baking Co., through 
Sherman K. Ellis, nine announce- 
ments weekly for nine weeks, Tap- 
pin’s, direct, transcribed music. 

WOR: Hecker Products, through 
Maxon, Inc., one-minute live an- 
nouncements on ‘Danceland,’ 23-week 
contract: Quaker Oats, through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Little Orphan 
Annie,’ quarter-hour program, Mon- 
day through Friday, 13-week con- 
tract; Gordon Baking Co., through 
Barton A. Stebbins, ‘Musical Revue.’ 
five-minute spot, Monday through 
Friday, 13-week contract; Blackstone 
Products, through Raymond Spector 
Co., quarter-hour program, ‘Johannes 
Steel,’ 52-week contract; Lever Bros., 
through Young & Rub:cam, one-min- 
ute announcements, three times 
daily, 45-week contract; Drake 
Bakeries, Inc., through Young & 
Rubicam, one-minute announce- 
ments, 17-week contract; R. H. Macy 
& Co., through Young & Rubicam, 
five minutes on ‘9:40 Shoppers’ Club,’ 
Monday through Saturday, 52-week 
contract; Select Theatre Corp., 
through Blaine Thompson, one-min- 
ute announcements on ‘Henry 
Morgan’ program, twice weekly for 
six weeks. 


WQXR: Zionist Organization, five 
half-hour periods from Feb. 13 to 
April 10; Witty Brothers, through 


Norman D. Waters and Associates, 


‘Quincy Howe,’ five-week renewal; | 
Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp.,| 


through Kayton-Spiero Co., Inc., re- 


newal, 300 spot announcements over | 
a period of one year; J. B. Williams | 


Co. (Aqua Velva) through J. Walter 
Thompson, renewal, three station 
breaks daily, 13-week contract; The 
Morris Plan Industrial Bank of New 
Yurk, through Gotham Adv., re- 
newal, six spot announcements 
weekly, ten-week contract. 


| Jan. 25 Compared to Jan. 18 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
165 10,576 8,804 19,545 
165 10,610 8,636 19,411 
i —0.3% +1.9% +0.7°% 
*No change. 
(Included; WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 
WAXR) 





Continued uneventful doings here 
| with network count dipping down 
because of time devoted to Inaugura- 
ition. Some slight action on local 
front accomplished under pressure 
jand helping the general picture 
‘somewhat. Little noticeable change 


in national spot setup yet, but im- | 


provement looked for momentarily. 

WFBR: My-T-Fine Dessert, through 
BBD&O, five daytime spots a week; 
Wm. H. Wise (books) through North- 
west Radio, six five-minute a.m. elec- 
tric transcriptions a week; Carter 
Products (medicine), three spots a 
week via Street & Finney; Ex-Lax, 
renewed through Jos. Katz, five one- 
minute spots a week; The Mart (spe- 
cialty shop), 52 quarter-hour trans- 
criptions of ‘Right or Wrong,’ 
through Courtland Ferguson. 

WBAL: Uline Ice Arena (Wash- 
ington), five spots for current ice 
show through Courtland Ferguson; 
Martin Gillett (House of Lords and 
HeNo Tea), 13 one-minute electric 
transcriptions through Wm. A. 
Schautz, Inc.; Cloverland Dairy, 26 
quarter-hour transcriptions of ‘So 
This Is Magic.’ 


Jan. 25 Compared to Jan. 18 | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,455 4.632 1,274 14,361 
8,595 4,429 1,289 14,313 
1.6% +-4.6' —1,2% +-0.3% 

(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 


WFBR) 


Seek Toiedo Station 





Toledo, O., Jan. 28. 

WTBS Radio Co., Inc., Toledo, O., 
, was recently incorporated with the 
Ohio Secretary of State, with $100,- 
000 authorized capital, officers being: 
Paul Block, Jr., president; Daniel 
Nicoll, F. E. Cottrell, and Frank S. 
Newell, vice presidents; William K. 
Block, secretary; Amos W. Harnish, 


assistant secretary, and Stanley C.| 


Speer, treasurer. 

Firm has filed an application with 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for authority to operate a 


new 1.000-watt radio. station in 
Toledo on a frequency of 600 kilo- 
| cycl 1nd on a 24-hour basis. 


LOCAL HELPING 


| through 


Co., announcements service; Lydia 
Pinkham, through Erwin, Wasey, ad- 
ditional three five-minute programs 
| weekly, one year; Denver Dry Goods 
| Co., six announcements weekly, 18 


General Heating Co., Fistell’s Radio 


A. M. Hyman, Denver Health Salon, 
Harry’s Auto Parts & Glass Co., 
DyDee Wash, Aladdin Pay & Take It 
Market, A & S Leather Goods Co., 
Woodcraft Supply & Mfg. Co., Sun- 
shine Bath & Massage Parlor, Purity 
| Creamery, Gibson Dairy, Hess Poul- 
try Farm and Wheatridge Ice & Coal 
| Co. 

KOA: New 





York Furniture Co., 
Max Goldberg agency, 312 
| announcements; E. I. DuPont, 
| through BBD&O, one spot; Sperry 
| Flour, through Westco agency, one 
spot; Omar Mills, through Hayes 
MacFarland, 24 announcements. 

Jan. 25 Compared to Jan. 18 _ | 


| Network Local National Total 

| Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,115 4,238 1,512 13,865 

| 8,310 4,259 1,593 14,162 
2.3% —0.5% —5.1% —2.1% 
(Included: KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


KEE! 


BASKETBALL BONANZA 
FOR WOWO, FT. WAYNE 


Ft. Wayne, Jan. 28. 
Westinghouse WOWO and WGL 
will reap profits from the annual 
basketball tournament held in Indi- 
ana Inland Oils, Inc., will sponsor 
Allen country tour- 
ney, Perfection Biscuit Company will 





nine games in 


sponsor 14 games in state sectional 
and three in regional eliminations. 
Peter Eckrich & Sons, meat packers, 
will air inree games in semi-finals, 
and also three in state finals. 
Eckrich will also sponsor ten 


games in the Indiana state Catholic 
basket ball tourney, to be held in 
Ft. Wayne in February. 

Centlivre~ Brewing is 


sponsoring 


of Golden 
| here by 
club. 


Journal-Gazette and G.E. 





BREAD NEWSCAST ON KTSA 
San Antonio, Jan. 28. 

The National Bread Co. has signed 
for a quarter hour newscast Mon- 
day through Friday to be aired here 
through KTSA. 

John Boyer will be heard as com- 
} mentator. 





Bert Lebahr, WHN sales manager 


Quaker Oats Airs ‘Little Orphan 





Annie’ Via KHJ; But L. A. Groggy 


v — 


SEATTLE TENACIOUS 





Units Hang on to Gains—Three Cate- 
gorles Unchanged 





Seattle, Jan. 28. 
Network, local and total units re- 


tained the gains registered here the | 


previous week, while added spot ac- 
counts nudged that bracket ahead a 
trifle. 








months; announcement services to 
Airway Inn, Vapadome Corp., Oc- | 
cioni’s Restaurant, Vine Pharmacy, 


four hour-long broadcasts on WGL | 
xloves fights, sponsored | 


| Jan, 25 Compared to Jan. 18 | 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,179 10,503 698 17,379 
6,185 10,503 696 17,384 

et *.. +03% ar 





* No change. 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


NATIONAL SPOT 
SLICK 19% IN 
SAN ANTON 


San Antonio, Jan. 28. 

The inauguration of President 
Roosevelt and that of Governor W. 
Lee O’Daniel of Texas caused net- 
work totals to fall here this week. 
National spot continued booming 
while others remained under par 
with a loss felt due to the dropping 
off of Grand Prize Beer programs. 

Merchandise display of soap ar- 
ranged by Jack Schlichenmier won 
national recognition, being selected 
by Mr. McCay, advertising director 
of Colgate-Palmolive-Peet for use by 








| the Company in other sections of the 


| Southern Sales 


| country. 


KONO: 
Arts, two 


Academy 
15-minute 


and 
pro- 


of Music 
remote 


. : 4 ; | grams weekly; Texas Soft Water Co., 
& Generator Service, Ericson’s Cafe, | 3 


three announcements per day; 
and Service Type- 
writer Co., two additional announce- 
ments per day for one week; Airline 
Taxi Co., two 50-word announce- 
ments each day. 

KABC: Sea Foam Laundry, 
through Coulter-Mueller-Grinstead, 
three-quarter hour recorded pro- 
gram titled ‘Red, Hot and Blue’; Slo- 
a-phone, quarter-hour participating 
program; Armour & Co., quarter- 


| hour weekly program through Texas 


| State Network, 


placed by Lord & 


Thomas; Karatkin Furniture Co., 


| through Pitluk Adv., spot announce- 


ments; Drive In 
nouncement per 
Theatres, Inc., 24 
ments. 

WOAITI: White Laboratories 
(Chooz), through William Esty, four 
annOuncements per week; Potcher- 
nicks “one 


Theatre, 
day; 
spot 


one an- 


Interstate 


Hardware Co., one-time 
announcement; International Har- 
vester Co., through Aubrey, Moore 


& Wallace, five announcements per 


week; Southwestern Greyhounds 
Lines, Inc., through Beaumont & 
Hohman, two announcements per 
| week; Ormsby Chevrolet Co., six 


announcements per week, through T 
Conroy Agency; all local Chevrolet 
dealers, through T. Conroy Agency, 


six announcements per week: Purina 
Mills, 12 announcements per week: 
Engleman Gardens Association for 
One Up, through Ruthraff & Ryan, 
four announcements per’ week: 
Burris Mili & Elevator Co. for 


Texo Feeds, through Roland Broiles, 
three announcements per week for 
one year; California Fruit Grower: 
Exchange, three announcements per 
week for lemons and 10 per week for 
oranges. 


'| Jan, 25 Compared to Jan. 18 | 


Network Local 


National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 
5,933 7,687 1,257 14,877 
6,458 8,207 1,053 15,718 

| —8.1% —6.3% 44+19.4% —5.4% 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 


| WOAIL) 





MITTENDORF’S ILLNESS 
Chicago, Jan. 28. 

E. S. Mittendorf, who has been 
sales manager for WIND, the Ralph 
Atlass Gary-Chicago station, is leav- 
ing due to illness. He will leave 
Chicago. 

Atlass himself will serve as sales 


and (as Bert Lee) sports broadcaster, / manager for the station, but has a 


returned Monday (27) from Florida. 
Dick Fishell due back tomorrow 


| yrs ’ 
i (Thursday). 


| aS resident manager, 


new post for the station, to be known 
with D. O. Coe 


appointed to that position in Gary. 


announce- " 


Los Angeles, Jan. 28. 

Biz was still in the dumps over 
the week, with only local units get- 
ting off the floor. Locals picked up 
|a few points but the gain wag 
| dragged down by the other depart- 
ments, 

KNX: Town Talk Bread, 312 par- 
ticipations in Fletcher Wiley com. 
bination, through Sidney Garfinkel: 
Bekins Storage, 52 announcements. 
through Brooks agency; Friday 
Magazine, 10 announcements, through 
H. C. Morris; International Harves- 
ter, 13 participations in ‘Sunrise 
Salute,’ through Aubrey, Moore & 
Wallace; Rainier Ale, 36 announce- 
ments, through Buchanan & Co.: Di- 
Mon-Glo wax, 78 participations in 
Wiley combo; Orpheum Theatre, 
three participations in newscast, 
through Adolph Weinstein. 

KHJ: Guaranty Union Life, 52 
quarter-hour programs, through Sto- 
| del agency; Dr. Hiss Foot Clinic, 52 
| half-hour periods, through Foot 
Health Adv. Alliance; Quaker Oats, 
130 broadcasts of ‘Little Orphan 
Annie,’ through Ruthrauff & Ryan; 
Healthaids, Inc., 156 half-hour pro- 
grams, through Ruthrauff & Ryan; 
Dr. F. E. Campbell (dentist), 1,092 
announcements, through Ted Dahl; 
Knudsen Creamery, 20 participa- 
tions in Norma Young’s ‘Happy 
Homes,’ through Heintz-Pickering. 

KFI: California Grown Sugar 
Group, 52 participations in Art Bak- 
| er’s ‘Notebook,’ through Botsford, 
| Constantine & Gardner; Forest Lawn 
Memorial Park, 26 participations in 
Baker’s ‘Notebook,’ through Dan 
Miner; McMahan Furniture, 117 
quarter-hour broadcasts of Fleet- 
wood Lawton program, through Ad 
Carpenter; Rainier Ale, 36 one-min- 
ute transcriptions, through Buchanan 
& Co.; Supreme Bakery, 65 Partici- 
pations in Art Baker’s ‘Notebook,’ 
through Olian Adv. Co.: Chelsea 
Cigarettes, 13 participations in Lee 
Johnson's ‘Bridge Club,’ through 
Warwick & Legler. 

KECA: McMahan Furniture. 78 
quarter-hour broadcasts of Fleet- 
wood Lawton, through Ad Carpen- 
ter; Rainier Beer, 36 one-minute 
transcriptions, through Buchanan & 
Co.; Innes Shoes, 39 announcements, 
through Ruth Hamilton Associates; 
California Federal Savings, 13 one- 
minute transcriptions, through EI- 
wood Robinson; Supreme Bakery, 65 
quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘Super- 
man,’ through Olian Adv. Co.: Baker 
Soy Bean Bread, four quarter-hour 
broadcasts of ‘Family Doctor,’ direct. 

Jan, 25 Compared to Jan. 18 [ 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
12,882 8,716 1,471 23,069 
13,071 8,524 1,508 23,103 

—1.4% +2.3% —2.5% -0.1% 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 

KNX) 


ARNEY, GILLIN CONFER 
ON NAB. CONVENTION 


St. Louis, Jan. 28. 
C. E. Arney, secretary of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters, and 
John J. Gillin, station manager of 
WOW, Omaha, and director of Dis- 
trict No. 10 are here to huddle with 
managers of local radio stations on 


- 


plans, ete., for the annual N. A. B. 

convention to be held May 12-17. 
Convention headquarters have 

been set up in Hotel Jefferson, down- 


town, 


Now 30 FM Stations 


Washington, Jan. 28 

List of full commercial program 
FM stations has been raised to 30, 
Federal Communications Commission 
announcing three additional authori- 
zations. 

New high frequency station for 
CBS, to serve 4,500,000 residents of 
Chicago with frequency of 46,700 ke, 
and a second Chicago permit for 
WJJD, Inc.—which wili use 44,700 
| ke—led the list. The third okay was 
_to Westinghouse Radio Stations, Inc. 
of Pittsburgh, to operate on 47,500 
ke—serving 2,100,000 population. 

Youngstown, 0. — Changes at 
_WKBN, Youngstown. O., include the 
addition of Don Brice, formerly of 
|KSAL, Kansas, and Marvin Cade, 
from WCHS, Charleston, W. Va. t? 
the staff. Ruth Boldt has replaced 
Francis Petersen. Dwight Merriam, 
announcer, has promoted to 
musical director. 


been 
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MUSIC 43 





ANTI-ASCAP LAWS UP AGAIN 





Harms Warns Disc Firms on Number 


Calls ‘I Look at You’ Infringement Upon ‘My Hea vt | 


Stood Still’ 


Phonograph record companies last | 


= were put on notice by Harms, 
n 
group, that the BMI publication, 
Look at You,’ is an infringement of 
‘My Heart Stood Still.” Latter num- 
ber, written by Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart, was published by 
Harms in 1927. Title page of the 
BMI song credits Melvin Thorner 
and ‘Vin Gainor’ as the writers. 
Victor has already cut ‘I Look at 
You’ under its Bluebird label. Mit- 
chell Ayers’ band did the job. 


+ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


c., of the Warner Bros. | 


4 


It’s the first claim made by an/| 


ASCAP member against a BMI pub- 
lication. In serving notice instead 
of immediately filing an infringe- 
ment suit Harms apparently is tak- 
ing advantage of the provision in the 
copyright law which makes it pos- 
sible to collect more than $5,000 
damages. This provision states that 
the $5,000 maximum need not apply 
if the infringement continued after 
warning had been served. 

BMI reports that it has received a 
similar notice of warning and that 





it has advised Harms that it saw no | 
similarity between the two numbers. | performances during the forthcom- 





BRITISH GET 
U. S. REBATE 


London, Jan. 8. 





| 


a 





More Jeannie Gags 





ASCAP publisher in New York 
has been showing friends the 
manuscript of a song he intends 
getting out. It’s complete with 
lyrics. 

Tune’s titled, ‘Jeannie’s Light 
Brown Hair is Turning Gray’. 


MUSICIANS MAY 
DONATE THEIR 
SERVICES 


Toronto, Jan. 28. 
Blanket permission to musicians to 
give their services free in all benefit 











|ing campaign to promote the sale 


|of War Savings Certificates is an- 


| nounced by the 


Musical Protective 
Association. 


At earlier benefits in which big 
names in radio and on stage and 
screen had donated their services, 
plus possible interference with their 
earnings through journeying to Can- 
ada, musicians had always collected 


| union scale. 


Successful battling by Performing | 


Rights Society has garnered a $200,- 
000 melon for British cleffers, 
represents recovery from U. S. In- 
ternal Revenue of over-taxing 
foreign remittances for years 1932-37 
inclusive. 

Composers and author members 
were cut in on the new coin when 
usual quarterly share-out date (20) 
wrote finis to the year. 


Shuberts Linked To 
Music War By New 





Grand Rights Corp. 


Jake and Lee Shubert injected 
themselves in the radio-music war 
last week with the announcement 
that they had formed a corporation 
to license the grand performing 
rights of operettas in the Shubert 
Music Publishing Corp. which they 
also own and which last year be- 
came an ASCAP member. The new 
Shubert corporation will call itself 
the Performing Rights Society of the 
Theatre. 

ASCAP reacted phlegmatically to 
the announcement. It saw nothing 
to get excited about until one of 
these operettas is actually produced 
on the air released by stations that 
have no ASCAP licenses. ASCAP 
counsel have always been of the 
opinion that the exemption pro- 
vided in the ASCAP membership 
contract for grand rights is limited 
to stage performance but it is doubt- 


ful whether they will advise bring- 
ing a test suit on the issue. Net- 
work commercials haven’t made 


extensive use of such grand rights 
since the blowup of Palmolive’s 
‘Beauty Box Revue’ five years ago. 
One sidelight that ASCAP did 
note was that the law firm which 
made the announcement for the Shu- 


| day 


on | 
certificates, 


For the trans-Canada tee-off Fri- 
(31) of the Canadian radio in- 


Sum | dustry’s series of one-hour benefit | 


broadcasts exhorting this Dominion’s | 
citizens to invest in War Savings 
Percy Faith, 
conductor on the ‘Contented Hour,’ 


will fly from Chicago to his home- |! 


town here to direct the all-star va- 
riety show which leads off this spe- 


|cial series of broadcasts in this war 


berts was that of William Klein, | 


regular Shubert counsel. Sidney M 
Kaye, Broadcast Music v. p., for- 
merly worked in Klein’s office. 

Announcement from Klein’s office 
also stated that other Broadw ay pro- 
ducers, such as Sam Harris, Max 
Gordon and Buddy DeSylva, would 
be asked to come into the grand 
rights pool. DeSylva is a high-rating 
writer member of ASCAP. 

WGN, Chicago, has been feeding 
some of the operettas to Mutual, 
without an ASCAP performing right 
license, and ASCAP hasn't taken an 
official recognition either way. 


savings drive. Jean Dickenson, 
Montreal-born coloratura of the 


Metropolitan Opera, will journey to 
Toronto for the first of the patriotic 
broadcast series. Also set are Al 
and Bob Harvey, Canadian comedy 
team just back from England; and 
3ert Peal, m.c. of ‘The Happy Gang,’ 
Canada’s oldest commercial. Rupert 
Caplan is up from Montreal to direct. 


‘RED LABEL’ NOT FOR 
VICTOR ALONE—CLAIM 


The Times Appliance Co., Inc., dis- 
tributors 
Co.’s records, filed an answer in the 
N. Y. federal court Monday (27) to 
the suit of the RCA Manufacturing 
Co., Inc., against it, and Columbia 
Recording Corp. Answer generally 
denies charges by RCA of infringe- 
ment of the ‘red label’ copyright on 
recordings, and seeks a dis- 
missal of the suit 

RCA claimed that 
year issued classical 
red label to which it claimed ex- 
clusive rights. An injunction, ac- 
ing of profits and damages were 

Times Appliance Co. say 
other companies used the lat 
rre RCA did in 1902, and that it is 
public domain. 


classical 
Columbia last 
records under a 


count 
SO “ahi 


ye] 


that 
bef 
n the 
the only 
use is the 
‘Victor.’ 


CBS’ ‘Blitzkrieg’ Taboo 


Boston, Jan. 28 
CBS told Dean Hudson that the 


It asserts that 
distinctive mark RCA can 
‘dog’ and the trade mark 








word ‘Blitzkrieg’ was taboo as the 
title of an original instrumental | 
number featuring drums that he 


wished to program from the New 
Kenmore Hotel, Albany, (20). 
Hudson argued to no avail that he 
introduced the song and piayed it 
several times via his Mutual broad- 
casts from Blue Gardens, Armonk, 
N. Y.. and had received fine com- 


| ment in fan mail. 


4 ment 


arranger- | 


of Columbia Phonograph | 





Michigan and California Ac- 
tive as Louisiana Legisla- 
tion Finally Is Off Books 





TENNEY’S HAND 





New Orleans, Jan. 28. 
For all of its headaches in its bat- 
tle with BMI, ASCAP., has at least 





one tablet of aspirin, supplied by the | 


| Louisiana Supreme Court. That 
| body has upheld the decision of Dis- 
trict Judge Robert L. Rivarde of 
Jefferson parish, which ruling sent 
another of ihe Huey P. Long laws to 
the trashpile, and thus enabled 
ASCAP to collect royalties once 
more in Louisiana without having 
its agents subject to prosecution by 
the state courts. 

It all goes back to 1934, when 
ASCAP organized its agencies to 
collect copyright royalties from 
every Louisiana person, corporation 
or other institution which publicly 
played ASCAP-controlled music for 
profit. 

Agent and_ representative for 
ASCAP in the state was J. Stude- 
| baker Lucas, who, with his em- 
ployes, check up on the use-for- 
profit of ASCAP music. A little 
dance hall in some swamp settle- 
would import a 
band for a Saturday uight stomp, 
only to find that in addition to pay- 
ing the musicians, an annual fee 
would have to be paid to ASCAP. 
Meanwhile ASCAP was demanding a 
really big fee from the Roosevelt 
| hotel in New Orleans—to say noth- 
ing of the other big night clubs here 





and in other large Louisiana cities. | 
Operators of these, entertainment | 


places, and particularly those of the 
|}small country dance halls in the 
rural settlements deluged Huey 
P. Long, then United States senator, 
with complaints about ASCAP’s ex- 
actions. 

Huey the Fixer 


‘l’ll fix that for you boys,’ Huey 
promised, and had the legislature, at 
its regular session of 1934, pass act 
137 of that year: a simple bit of 


legislation which made it a peniten- 
tiary offense to seek to collect copy- 


right fees for the use of music in 
Louisiana until and unless a license 
fee of $5,000 a year had been paid 
into the state treasury for every 
parish in which such _ collections 
were sought. There are 64 parishes 
in Louisiana, and 64 times $5,000 is a 


which 
had to pay for 


-cting royalties 


litt 
AS( 


le matter of $320,000 a year 
‘AP would have 
the privilege of colle 
in Louisiana. 

Quite cheerfully the operators of 
amusement centers, from the swanky 
night spots of New Orleans to the 
dance halls of unpainted pine in the 
swamp settlements, told ASCAP then 


to go whistle for its money. ASCAP 
went into federal court, instead, and 
obtained injunctions restralning 
amusement places from playing any 
cop pyright music without paying the 
fee 

The lawvers for ASCAP and for 
the niteries became well acquainted 
with one another und with federal 
judges all over the state during the 


next few years, and the climax came 


on Feb. 1, 1939, when the operators 
of the Wonder Bar, with a hand-on- 
hip-denotes-defiance gesture, filed a 


criminal charge against ppd in the 
district court of Jefferson parish, 
| alleging that as agent and repre- 


sentative of ASCAP he had wilfully 
and unlawfully collected $60 from 
|the bar as fee for playing jukebox 
tunes of ASCAP controlled music. 

| The ‘wilful and unlawful’ part of 
|the charge was based on the fact 
that Lucas had not first paid $5,000 
of collec tl 


| 
| 
| 


a year for the privilege ng 

s $60 in Jefferson parish 

Lucas was then indicted; also was 
in Tangipabo parish and in other 
parishes, here and there, but his 
' attorney, Nicholas Carabajal, filed 
a demurrer in Jefferson parish, as 
la sort of test case, alleging that 


1934 was unconstitutional 
imposed a local criminal 


Act 137 of 
because it 
(Continued on page 45) 


three-piece | 








Income Tax Help 





The Internal Revenue Section 
of the United States Treasury 
has again assigned special in- 
come tax experts to the VARIETY 
office, 154 West 46th street, New 
York, to assist members of the 
entertainment professions in fil- 
ing their income tax returns. 

Government men will be 
available during regular business 
hours starting Feb. 3 and con- 
tinuing until March 15. There 
is, of course, no charge for the 
assistance. 


LARRY CLINTON 
ALIGNS WITH 
BMI 


Larry Clinton has 
three-year 
| Music, Inc. He makes the first band 
leader who formerly held an ASCAP 
membership to align himself 
BMI on a writing basis. 
membership agreement 
expired Dec. 31, 1940. 
| BMI deal applies to pieces that 
Clinton has composed since Dec. 31 
and not had published by an ASCAP 
member or anything he writes dur- 
ing the term of the BMI contract. 
Miller Music, Ine., which is an 
ASCAP member, recently at Clin- 
ton’s request, returned to him some 
manuscripts that it had taken from 
him and not published. Such of his 














signatured a 





Clinton’s 
in ASCAP 


contract with Broadcast | 


with | 








tunes as ‘My Reverie,’ ‘Dipsy Doodle’ | 


and ‘Study in Brown’ are 
fected by the BMI agreement since 
|they are all controlled by ASCAP 
| publishers 10 


| 


Small Hotcha Keeani 
Forming Within Larger 
Memberships, on Increase 


Small combinations from with- 
in big icreasing. In the 
past couple months five normal sized 
outfits have formed curtailed combos 
as adjuncts to the work of the larger 
groups. Newest ones are Woody Her- 
man’s Four Chips; Alvino Rey’s 
Princes of Rhythm; Will Bradley’s 
Trio; Artie Shaw’s Gramercy Five; 
and an as yet unnamed quintet from 
Jack Teagarden’s outfit. Vet ones 
are Benny Goodman’s Septet; Ray- 
mond Scott’s quintet; Bob Crosby’ 
Bobcats; Tommy Di rsey’s Clambake 
Seven; and the various combination: 
(5) from the Duke Ellington band. 
Reason yns is 
mostly yn’ urge 
Such 
con 
It’ 
leaders who are 
certain 


Carlos Chavez Gets Coin 


Mexico City, Jan. 28. 
Sharp but not short complaint has 


To 
jive 


bands are 


for small ymbinaticx 


allow the ‘jazz s 
assert itself. 

m are hampered by the 
fines of big band arrangements. 
particularly true of 
utst 


essl 


ans to 


UsiCla 


anding on instruments. 


| 


not af- 








|coming more 


BIT WIIEY [ONC’S Omaha N.A.B, Meeting Is Told ‘ASCAP 
CLASSIS DIES Fight Won’; Also ‘No BMI Tune Dearth 


4 


Omaha, Jen. 28. 

BMI chiefs in Omaha attending the 
tenth district assembly of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters at 
the Fontenelle hotel last Saturday 
(25) said they felt certain that the 
battle against ASCAP had been won, 
Cari Haverlin of New York, director 
of station relations for BMI said, ‘I 
fee] the battle has been won by BML 
Certain forces have fostered the idea 
that BMI and the broadcasters are 


| poverty-stricken in their quantity of 
| music, but that is 


incorrect. BMI 
has secured the performing rights 
from affiliated publishers for more 
than 200,000 pieces. BMI definitely 
has the edge over ASCAP in Latin- 
American music, a type that is be- 
popular with the 
spread of the good neighbor pro- 
gram.’ 

Fight, he said, is not between 
ASCAP and the networks and big 
stations alone. Of 333 independent 
stations, more than two-thirds, he 
says, have signed with BMI alone. 
Of 442 low-powered stations, more 
than 350, he declared, have signed 


| with BMI despite attractive ASCAP 


offers, 
C. E. Arney, secretary of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 


said he thought ASCAP was beaten 
on a national basis. Both represent- 
atives said they thought the reaction 





—_ 





Deserted 





Philadelphia, Jan. 28. 

A notice on the WDAS bulletin 
board reads: 

‘Playing or singing of ‘Jeannie 
With the Light-Brown Hair’ 
strictly forbidden. 

(Signed) Pat Stanton, 
General Manager. 








of the public was better than they 
could possibly have expected. 

Some 48 representatives of 29 sta- 
tions in Iowa, Nebraska and Missouri 
heard the two men analyze the fight 
between the two elements at the 
meeting. John Gillin, Jr., general 
manager of WOW and a director of 
the national association, presided. 

Others who spoke briefly were 
Ear] H. Gammons of WCCO, director 
of the 1lth N.A.B. district; the Father 
W. A. Burk, of WEW, St. Louis; 
Merle S. Jones, of KMOX, St. Louis, 
and Arthur B. Church, of KMBC, 
Kansas City, Mo. 


MIAMI AS 
PLUG CENTRE 


Miami 
Jack Robbins, 





Beach, Jan. 28. 
vacationing here 
with Mrs. Robbins a month, 
thinks Miami and the Beach is so 
active a plug spot now that he’s 
bringing down a special man to aug- 
ment himself on exploitation of Rob- 
Feist and Miller tunes. Plenty 
good bands and vocal plugs here- 
abouts. 


Robbins, 


for 


bins, 


( ¢ 


who has a special musie 


| corporation bearing his name set up 


been made to the ministry of finance | 


by Carlos Chavez, 
Mexican Symphony, that the current 
federal budget makes no allowance 
for the support of his orch. This 
money 
season, 

Chavez, however, been 
fied, for the mi has assured 
nim that coin will be forthcoming to 


has 


nistry 


subsidize the entire season, which is 
slated to open in February at the 
Palace of Fine Arts (National the- 
atre). 





Frank Skinner on vacation after | 
completing the musical score for 
i ‘Back Street’ at Universal. 


| towns, 


director of the) 


was forthcoming every other | 


ae 
paci- 


in Cuba, goes to Havana next month 
to contact the congarhumba joints. 





C. J. Fox Is Building 
Big Twin City Hoofery 


Minneapolis, Jan. 28. 
A $175,000 ballroom, the largest 
and most elaborate in the North- 
west, is in the course of construction 
midway between Minneapolis and 
St. Paul. C. J. Fox, who has ball- 


rooms in several North and Dakota 
is building the dance hall 
|and will operate it. 
He plans to bring 
bands and other 


in big name 
important attrac- 


| tions, 


—,, 
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Band Grosses on One-Nighters 


PEFFFFSFSFFSFSHSFFFFFFFFFFFFFFSFSSSCSSOSSOSSOOD SFO 44 
Bill Bardo (Palace theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind., Jan, 24-26). 


3 
; 
$| 


Bardo’s en- 





tertaining band ran into heavy snowstorm, but dug out with $5,800 in | 
three days with approximately 15,000 admissions at 28c. to 44c. Great. 
Count Basie (Palais Royale, Toronto, Jan. 23). Drew one of heaviest 
mobs of season. Jammed 2,500 payees for gross of $1,900. Ladies 75c, | 
gents $1. | 
Henry Busse (Whittle Springs B., Knoxville, Tenn., Jan. 20). Busse got | 


600, exceptionally good crowd, at $1.50 and $1.25 and grassed around $825. | 
Bobby Byrne (Empire B., Allentown, Pa., Jan. 22). Rain put damper | 
on Byrne's crew here, limiting crowd to about 950 at T5c. | 
Bob Crosby (Cocoanut Grove, Manteca, Calif., Jan. 16). Band Grew | 
2,832 at $1 a head, biggest turnout in years (Evergreen B., Olympia, | 
Wash.. Jan. 19.) Had to stop selling admissions after coin box bulged | 
with $2,284. 
Al Donahue (Ritz, Bridgeport, Conn., Jan. 26). Donahue was also beat, 
by storm, but managed 978 stubs at 75c for about $735. | 
Dean Hudson and Dick Rogers (Raymor and Playmor B., Boston, Jan. 
24-25). Coupled in twin ballrooms Hudson and Rogers (old Will Osborne 
band) garnered approximately $2.100 in two nights despite 12-inch fall 
of snow. Drew 1,062 payees Friday night and 2,350 Saturday at 55c ladies | 
and 65c gents. | 
Jehn Kirby, Maxine Sullivan, Blanche Calloway (Lyric theatre, Bridge- | 
port, Conn., Jan, 26). Combination of names drew fairly good 5,400 ad- | 
missions at 44c to 55c despite buffeting of snowstorm. Gross around $2,300. | 
Vincent Lopez (Orpheum theatre, Connellsville, Pa. Jan. 25). Fair | 
$611 resulted from Lopez's stopover here. Ran up 1,772 admissions rang- | 
ing from l5c children to 33c and 44c adults. 
Jimmie Lunceford (Coliseum, Orlando, Fla., Jan. 25). Average 1,000) 
draw was culled by Lunceford at $1.75 couple; $900 in the till. 
Jan Savitt (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 24). Savitt also clipped 
by severe snow and forthcoming U. of Nebraska exams, yet ran up neat 
$950 gross at $1.10 advance and $1.35 at door. 
Raymond Scott (Capital theatre, Manitowoc, Wis., Jan. 22). Scott did 
fiice 2,731 attendance in one day, just missing round figures with gross of 
$999.65. 





On the Upbeat 


1,000-Mile Fan 





Detroit, Jan. 28. 

Something of a record for long- | 
distance commuting to a broad- | 
cast was hung up by Eugene De 
Vine, of Clinton, Ia. He wrote 
to Station WWJ here that he was | 
an old Kay Kyser fan, never 
missed a broadcast and how | 
abouta pair of ducats so he could | 


come to Detroit and see the | 
broadcast of Jan. 22. | 
Station sent him the pair | 


thinking that was that, but the 
guy and his wife made more 
than a 1,000-mile round trip to 
catch the broadcast. 














Clyde Knight opened two-week,and the Okeh label. 
engagement Thursday (23) 
Green’s Casino, Pittsburgh, 
ing Layton Bailey outfit. 


For the Co- 

at Bill|lumbia library the Jurgens orches- 

replac-|tra waxed ‘Night and Day’ and ‘My 
| Silent Love.’ 

| For the pop Okeh release the 

Bobby Byrne band booked to play Jurgens group recorded ‘Corn-silk’ 

Carnegie Tech’s annual mid-winter and ‘Cuatrovidas’ with Buddy 

prom in Pittsburgh Feb. 7. 








Raindrops’ with Harry Cool doing 


PF the tonsilling. 
Johnny Long now featuring new 8 


tune, ‘Don’t Mind If I Do,’ written by 
Bobby Sarraf, trumpet player with 
Max Adkins’ Stanley theatre house 
band in Pittsburgh. 





Jack Teagarden does one-nighter 
at Waldorf hotel, New York, Jan. 31 








Paul Pendarvis pencilled in foran-| pop Chester men called 
nual dance of Pennsylvania College | 


( Army: Bob Peck, first trumpet; 
for Women in Pittsburgh Feb. 28. Buddy Brennan, pianist, and Bobby 


| Dominick, guitarist. 





Elmer Sarra, clarinetist, and John | ee 
Kalish, bass player, have been added 
to Allan McKay’s orch at House of 
Morgan in New Kensington, Pa., near 


Dean Hudson has made 


Ruthie Vale, ex-Richard Himber vo- 


Pittsburgh. calist: pianist Bob Hartsell, from 
oe Freddie Johnson orchestra at Uni- 

Sammy Kaye one-nights Feb. 4 at versity of North Carolina with Dick 
Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport. Spot has Hummer returning as arranger for 


Al Kavelin booked Feb. 9. 

Dick Rogers (Will Osborne) band 
with Bea Wain Feb. 2 at Lyric the- 
atre, Bridgeport. 


Isham Jones; Jack Kimel, also from 
Johnson orchestra, and formerly 
with original Glenn Miller band, 
takes third trumpet chair from Jack 
Atchley, who left music business; 
Parker Lund from Hank Biagini 
took over drums from Sam Latimer, 
who will confine himself to man- 
aging-the orchestra. 


3enny Carter begins three weeks 
at Nick’s, Greenwich Village, New 
York, Sunday (2). | 





| Tony Pastor’s comparatively new 
Terry Allen, vocalist, who parted | outfit goes into the Paramount thea- 
with Larry Clinton recently, re-|tre, New York, Feb. 26 for three 
places Jimmy Valentine with Will} weeks. It’s first shot at the house. 
Bradley. 





Dick Jurgens orchestra last week 


: .. | in the Alvino Rey sax section. 
recorded five tunes for Columbia ‘ 


was drafted into the army. 
wee at Rustic Cabin, 
N. J. 











Englewood Cliffs, 





THE DARK ANGEL 
OF THE VIOLIN 


EDDIE 
SOUTH 


Andy Kirk moves his orchestra 
into the Paramount theatre, Los An- 
geles, Feb. 6, to be followed Feb. 13 
by Bob Crosby. 


Richard Himber moved into the 
St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco, 
yesterday (28) with several men 


from Artie Shaw’s old band. 


Don Redman has taken an un- 


and HIS ORCHESTRA known band, formerly the Snookum 


JUST COMPLETED Russell crew, to lead as his own, 
12TH WEEK “3 

AND 
CONTINUING INDEFINITELY 


CAFE SOCIETY 


East 58 St., New York 


COLUMBIA RECORDS 
EXCLUSIVELY 





Divorces Deacon Moore 


St. Louis, Jan. 28. 

Mrs. Margaret Moore obtained a 
divorce last week from Carl Deacon 
Moore, a dance band maestro, on 
allegations of general indignities, She 
testified her husband forced her to 
travel about the country to warble 
, with the orchestra and he told her 
‘he thought more of his music than he 
did of a permanent home. Circuit 
Judge John F. Nangle restored Mrs. 
Moore’s maiden name, Pflasterer. 

An alimony agreement was made 
out of court, 


Personal Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
Circle 7-0862 











|Moreno doing the vocals and ‘Blue | 


| for British Ambulance Corps benefit. | 


to the | 


several | 
substitutions in his orchestra, adding | 


Rey is | 


‘ WyeUC~«# wd ’ 
Neilie’s Bird’ to Law 

Edward B. Marks Music Corp. 
filed suit Monday (27) in the N. Y. 
federal court against the Jerry Vogel 
Musie Co., Inc., seeking an injunc- 
tion, accounting of profits and statu- 
tory damages for alleged infringe- 
ment of a song. Controversy is over 
‘The Bird on Nellie’s Hat,’ with de- 
fendants accused of having infringed 
by publication and issuance of li- 
cense grants since Sept. 27, 1933, of a 
song with a similar title, and almost 
the exact music. 

Song was written in 1906 by Al- 
fred Solman and Arthur J. Lamb, 
and assigned to Joseph W. Stern and 
Edward B. Marks. On December 16, 
1920, it was transferted to plaintiff. 
Renewal was secured by Solman in 
1933, and again assigned to plaintiff 
in 1936. 


Band Bookings | 














10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in 


jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to Variety. 


Names 


| of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
| popularity, whose recordings are being played. 


Figures and names in 


| parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the 
| listings and respective publishers.) 

{ Artie Shaw........ ... Victor 

S. DeORON CE) CUINOT Dy ce cscvesccovewss 4 Woody Herman....... Decca 


| Benny Goodman...Columbia 
{ Jimmy Dorsey. >.......Decca 
. | Charlie Barnet..... Bluebird 
ego” ee Okeh 
{| Dina Shore.........Bluebird 


te 


. I Hear Rhapsody (3) (BMI) 


3. Last Time I Saw Paris (2) (Chappell)... { Kate Smith........Columbia 
) Leo Reisman.......... Victor 
{ Dinah Shore........Bluebird 
4. Yes, Darling Daughter (3) (Feist)....... / Glenn Miller.......Blugbird 
| Johnny Long.......... Decca 
(Tommy Tucker........ Okeh 
Sy FmOee FO CR) Cy ivkcccecccssccteas -- , Will Bradley...... Columbia 
| Woody Herman....... Decca 
Ek Sere Okeh 
6. I Give My Word (7) (BMI)............. / Eddy Duchin......Columbia 
| Jack Leonard...........Okeh 
{ Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
| Sammy Kaye......... Victor 


7. Nightingale Sang (6) (S-B)............ | Kate Smith........Columbia 
| Jack Leonard...........Okeh 


| Bing Crosby...........Decca 


{Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
| Guy Lombardo........Decca 
8. Santa Fe Trail (2) (Harms)............. { Dick Jurgens... iscosssc Okeh 
| ate SMe. .6. occ Columbia 
| eee CPOG ho viv casas Decca 
9. Stardust (2) (Mills) ........0.. eT eee { Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
} APS GHA... sce scenes Victor 
@. 8 2 Ae Victor 
10. So You're the One (2) (BMI)............ / Eddy Duchin...... Columbia 
| PSUS DOW. vacccnesve Okeh 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 
(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but grow- 
ing in demand on the coin machines.) 


ee ee ee Tommy Dorsey.........Victor 

| Let’s Be Buddies (Chappell)..........eee08:. { Leo Reisman.......... Victor 

| Connie Boswell........Decca 

Dean Hudson, Jan. 29-Feb. 1, Ray- | Five O’Clock Whistle (Advance)........... { Glenn Miiller....... Bluebird 
|mor Baliroom, Boston, four days. | ) Ella Fitzgerald ote 
| Dick Rogers (Will Osborne band), , ' aka eo ae ee a 
‘Jan. 29-Feb. 1, Playmor Ballroom, | You're in the Army Now (P.D.).........0++4 Abe Lyman.:..cecces Bluebird 
| Boston, four days. P { Will Bradley......Columbia 
| Ozzie Nelson, Feb. 7, Raymor; Scrub Me Mama (LeedsS)........ccccccoces { Andrews Sisters...... Decca 
| Ballroom, Boston. | | Charlie Barnet..... Bluebird 
| Johnny Messner, Feb. 7-14, Play- | Swanee River (P.D.)........eeseeseeeecees Tommy Dorsey.........Victor 
|mor Ballroom, Boston. | You Walked By CBBM2).......ccccccscscvsces Wayne King. ....s0rv<00: Victor 
Bunny Berigan, Feb. 15, Raymor | Salud Dinero Y Amor (E. B. Marks)...... Vaughn Monroe..... Bluebird 

| Ballroom, Boston. } AMO Chere CORED ise ciscceseccsvesnvwes Glenn Miller......... Bluebird 


Gray Gordon, 
| Ballroom, Boston. 
| Red Norvo, Jan. 31-Feb. 1, Totem 
Pole Ballroom; Auburndale, Mass.; 
|Feb. 4, University of New Hamp- 
i shire, Durham. 
Bobby Byrne, 

| Gardens, Portland, 


Feb. 15, Playmor 


Jan. 29, 
Maine; 


Ricker 
Jan, 30, 





Roseland Ballroom, Claremont, N.H. 

| Fenton 3ros., Jan. 30-Feb. i, | 

Keith-Boston theatre, Boston. 
Andy Kirk, Feb. 6, Paramount 

| theatre, Los Angeles. 

| 


Earl Hines, Jan. 30-Feb. 2, Dance- 


teria, N.Y. 
Count Basie, Feb. 3, Two Spot} 
Club, Jacksonville, Fla.; 4, South} 


- 
street Casino, Orlando Fla.; 5, Apollo | 


|B., Tampa; 6, New Elite B., Winter 
Haven, Fla.; 7, Sunset Aud., West- | 
| Palm Beach: 8, City Aud., Orlando; 


| 9, Harlem Square Club, Miami; 10, 

Windsor Club, Fort Lauderdale; 13, 
| Municipal Aud., Atlanta, Ga.; 14-15, 
|Furman U., Greenville, ‘S. C.; 19, 
|Markert Aud, Wheeling, S. C.,| 
|} 22, Armory, Orange, N. J.; 27-March | 


11, Century theatre, Buffalo; 3, Gray-| 


|} Charlie Brosen replaced Bill Shine stone B., Detroit; 6, Tromar B., Des | 
Shine | Moines; 9, Skylin B., Sioux City, Ia.; 


111, Arkota B., Sioux Falls, S. D.; 26, 
week, Loew’s State, New York. 
Bill Bardo, Feb. 2-5, Maryland} 
theatre, Cumberland, Md. 
Bobby Byrne, Feb. 4, U. of Mary- | 
| land, College Point, Md.; 5, Wardman | 
| Park hotel, Washington, D. C. 
Reggie Childs, Feb. i, 


i 


Music Hall, | 
| Cincinnati; 4, St. Thomas C., St. Paul, | 
| Minn. 

Teddy Powell, Feb. 1-2, 
| theatre, Newark, N. J. 
| Johnny McGee, Feb. 1-2, Alham- 
bra theatre, Torrington, Conn.; 6, 
week Loew State theatre, N. Y. 


Music Notes 


Adams | 





Eugene Zador shifted temporarily 
from Metro to work on the musical 
score of ‘That Hamilton Woman’ for 
Alexander Korda. 





Louis Alter and Frank Loesser sold 
‘Caught in the Draft’ to Paramount 
for use TH the Buddy De Sylva pic- 
|ture of that name. 

Victor Young recording’ back- 
ground music for Paramount's ‘Road 
to Zanzibar’, 








Arthur Guttmann signed to assist 
Dr. Miklos Rosza on musical direc- 
tion of ‘New Wine’ for United Art- 
ists release. 








| Paramount film, ‘Second Chorus,’ 
| tempoes and styles. 


ranging. 


| book contains eight sides, 


| therefore less modern. 


SHEESH FEFEFFFFF4F FFF 66464664446 466446446464646444446466 


Disc Reviews 


SHES SEEFFEFEEFESEFEEFES SEED O46 4646466464664 64646446446446464 


Artie Shaw ‘Concerto for Clarinet’ (Two sides—12 inches) (Victor 36383) 

An eight-minute arrangement of a used in part by Shaw in 
this 12-inch cutting runs the gamut of 
It’s a display of muSicianship that is at once attractive 
and confusing because it occasionally leans too heavily toward stiff ar- 
It relaxes enough, however, to make the eight minutes palatable 
enough as a whole. Shaw’s clarinet exhibitions are particularly out- 
standing. Tune is weakest on the first side, where the boogie-woogie beat 
gets too much attention. Second side traverses semi-symphonic and driv- 
ing swing trails. Shaw's gymnastics are accompanied by 
trombone, trumpet, and drum As usual the flipover is entirely discon- 
nected, 


number 


solos on sax, 


Hal Kemp Memorial Albums (Victor P-51, Columbia C-42) 

Columbia and Victor ran almost a dead heat in getting out their respec- 
tive volumes of Kemp recorded remembrances. Victor was earliest. Each 
the Victor cuttings being later arrangements as 
the band was recording for that company when Kemp died. Victor's issue 
was at the request of Martha Stephenson, Kemp’s wife. It’s made up of 
recordings ‘most typical of Kemp’s style and ones he liked best’. It is 
better turned out than Columbia's in that it’s accompanied by an extensive 
biography and commentary on leader’s life whereas Columbia confines 
itself to a short introduction to ‘famous records that made Kemp known 
and loved’. In only one instance do the two albums duplicate each other 
and that’s on ‘Got a Date With An Angel’. Only distinguishing mark is 
in the arrangements. Skinnay Ennis vocals both. Otherwise the differ- 
ence between both books is that Columbia’s sides were recorded first, 
They're okay, however, 
Vaughn Monroe ‘Last Roundup’—‘Accidently on Purpose’ (Bluebird 10997) 

Monroe's band and voice has been catching on. Either side here, how- 
ever, will have a fight to mean as much. Playing of standard is in high 
gear and Monroe bangs through the lyrics at a pace which takes the edge 
off them. They might just as well have not been sung at all for all 
the meaning they have. Reverse tune is much better than Johnny Turn- 
bull’s vocal makes it sound. Monroe may think too much of his own 


voice is wearing, but substituting Turnbull was a mistake. Band gets only 
a short look-in on the second side. 





Alvino Rey ‘Tiger Rag’—Rose Room’ (Bluebird 11002) 

Rey’s band is new, but every note it plays bespeaks concentrated 
thought. Group is as clean as a whistle. On these sides the band and lead- 
er’s electric guitar hit hard. Built around Rey’s powered strings the ar- 
rangement smokes, it’s carried at such high speed by solid ensemble. King 
Sisters do a good job on original lyrics. ‘Rose Room’ is neat contrast. 
Slow tempoed, the arrangement drifts along under saxes and muted brass, 


with just enough rhythm to avoid dragging. Guitar figures heavily, of 
course. 





Kay Kyser ‘We'll Meet Again’—You Say Sweetest Things’ (Col. 35870) 


Kyser has not made a better side within memory. His arrangement of 
‘Meet Again,’ a fine ballad, is a pleasure, a double one inasmuch as no- 
where in it can a trace of Kyser's usual style be found. It consists of al- 
most all vocal by Ginny Simms, Harry Babbittt and Ensemble and they 
do a neat job with good background. Tempo is just right. Reverse re- 


verts to the usual Kyser. Harry Babbitt’s vocal is its best point. Coupled 
to ‘Meet’ it will be lost. 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a 


room capacity and cover charge. 
holidzy price.) 


weekly tabulation, 
charge business being done bu name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated, 


is the estimated cover | 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On ete 
Orrin Tucker..... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)........e.00. 3 625 
Leighton Noble...Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)............. 2 1,325 Sy om 
Lani McIntire*...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50) iniken 1375 3300 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)..... oceveee 20 1,150 . poo 
Woody Herman’*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 5 1,525 
Jimmy Dorsey....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 1 2,150 7 rq 
Tony Pastor......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)....... eocccekl 600 7,150 | 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. 














|_Anti-ASCAP Laws Up Again 


Continued from page 43 

















| 
| 
| 


- S. | 
Figures after name of hotel give | 
Larger amount designates weekend and 


Wallerstein on Cruise Use Trimmings As Premium Bait 
To Overcome Chill on Hawaiian Dates 


Guatemala. | 


Edward Wallerstein, president sal 
the Columbia Phonograph Corp., left 
last Friday (24) for Central Ameri- 
can cruise. He will stop off at Pan- 
ama, Costa Rica and 
His office stated that he will com- 


| bine business with pleasure. 





| Music Corp. 


Wallerstein is due back Feb. 15. 


OHIO TEST OF 
MUZAK SSUE 


Cleveland, Jan. 28. 
Injunction suit filed by the Ohio | 
against the Cleveland | 








,.Musicians’ Local for interfering with | 


its distribution of Muzak wired re- 
| cording service in this territory had 


penalty for compliance with a fed-) any per piece system in operation in | its final hearing postponed a fortnight 


eral law, to wit, the copyright act, 
thus infringing on the righ’ specially 
granted by the statutes of the United 
States of America. 


Judge Rivarde upheld this de- 
murrer. On behalf of the state, As- | 
sistant Attorney-General Niels F. 


Hertz appealed this decision to the 
supreme court, and the tribunal 
unanimously upheld the Rivarde de- 
cision. 





Revival in Michigan 
Detroit, Jan. 28. 

Even though an anti-ASCAP bill 
was vetoed by the governor of this 
state a couple of years ago, a couple 
of upstate members of the House of 
Representatives have again intro- 
duced a measure to ‘standardize 
copyright charges and eliminate ar- 
bitrary price fixing in the music 
field.’ This time the bill, if passed, 
would also apply to radio-owned 
Broadcast: Music, Inc. The _ intro- 
ducers are James G. Stanley, of Kal- 
amazoo, and Robert G. Sawyer, of 
Monroe. 

The bill is similar {n most respects 
to pieces of anti-ASCAP legislation | 
introduced or passed in many other 
states. Only outstanding difference | 
betw2en this one and the others is 
that it would curb the infringement | 
investigator. The new Michigan bill | 
makes it a misdemeanor, with a 
heavy fine, for ‘any songplugger,’ 
other than the composer, to make a 
business of requesting the playing of 
copyrighted music as the basis for 
bringing infringement sults. 

It also imposes a franchise tax of | 
25% on the gross receipts collected | 
for performing rights, requires in- 
vestigators of infringements to de- 
clare themselves and pay an annual 
license fee of $25 to the state, com- 
pel the copyright owners to file a 
copy of their licenses with the state 
and outlaw ‘the songplugger as well 
as the investigator unless the former 
agree to take out a license and pay | 
a $25 fee to the state. | 

Jack Tenney’s Acts 
Sacramento, Calif., Jan. 28. 

Music war in California moves 
into the political arena, with four 
bills prepared by Assemblyman 
Jack Tenney aimed at the American | 
Society of Composers, Authors and | 
Publishers in its dispute with the 
broadcasters. Tenney is a song 
writer, not a member of ASCAP, and 
a former president of the Los An- 
geles Musicians Union. 

Four bills, according to Tenney, 
are designed to ‘protect the individ- 
ual song writer and copyright owner.’ 
Three of them are copied from laws 
drafted in Washington, Florida and | 
Nebraska, and the fourth is a com- | 
bination of the other three, using | 
their best points as models, 

Crux of the argument between 
ASCAP and radio industry is men- 
tioned in the Washington State legis- 





lation, which insists on ‘rates as- 
sessed on a per piece system of 
usage.” ASCAP is reported ready to 


dicker on that basis if a formula on 
an equitable premise can be worked 
out. 

Measure that specifies ‘It shall be 
unlawful for two or more persons 
holding or claiming separate copy- 
righted works under the copyright 
law of the U. S. to band together or 
to pool their interests for the pur- 
pose of fixing the prices on the copy- 
right works, or to pool their sep- | 
arate interests or to conspire, fed- 
erate or join together for the pur- 
pose of collecting fees in this state, or 
to issue bianket licenses in this state | 
or to issue blanket licenses in this 
State for the right to commercially | 
use or perform publicly their separate , 
copyrighted works; provided, how- 
wg er, such persons may join together | 

if they issue licenses on rates assessed | 
on a per piece system of usage; pro- 
vided further, such per piece system 
of licensing must not be in excess of 


| recently 


| publications of whatever 


this 
business, and all groups or per-| 
sons affected by this act are pro-| 


the citizens of the state by charging 
higher and more inequitable rates 


act does|low the 


| 


| displacing 


per piece for music licenses in this | 


state than in other states.’ 

Explaining his bills, Tenney said, 
‘this legislation proposes to protect 
the right of the individual song- 
writer and copyright owner to re- 
cover royalties under the federal law 
as an individual. It would render 
unlawful the pooling of copyrights 
for the purpose of enforcing monop- 
Olistic collection of royalties.’ 





Wisconsin Agitation 
Madison, Jan. 28. 

First legislative crack at ASCAP 
in present session of the Wisconsin 
legislature was taken Friday (24) 
when State Senator Cashman, of| 
Denmark, introduced a bill designed | 
to put additional teeth in the law 
governing copyright music—the law 
held 
Judge F. Ryan Duffy in 

| court in Milwaukee. 
Cashman’s amendment would re- 
quire music brokers as well as in- 
vestigators of alleged copyright in- 
fringement to be licensed and the 
secretary of state would be made 


Federal 


| the enforcing officer. 





Sues Recordgraph Corp. 





The Allied Founders 
suit in the N. Y. supreme 
Thurs. (23) against Recordgraph 
Corp., Hubert A. Holwell, Albert G. 
Tompkins, 


Corp. filed 


court | 





| 


constitutional by | 


\of having 
|In 33 similar cases on record, 


| ant city law director, 31 applications | 


and Robert S. Wallack | 


° . } 
seeking damages for alleged fraud in | 
withholding monies on an agreed-on | 


purchase price. On Feb. 28, 1939, the 
three individual defendants were em- 
| ployed at a $10,000 commission to sell 
a sound-recording device, patent of 
which was owned by the plaintiff. 


On March 1, 1939, the sale was 
}consummated, and the defendants 
told plaintiff the patent had been 


sold for $25,000 to the Recordgraph 
Corp. It is now claimed that $28,000 
in cash was paid as well as 16,000 
shares of capital stock, which since 


a reorganization of Recordgraph, is | 


now 64,000 shares 


and worth $320,000. | 


Plaintiff seeks the stock and the ex- | 


| tra money paid. 





WEINBERGER FILES 


| Lawyer-Manager Sets Up a Protec- 


tion Society for Leaders 





Andrew D. Weinberger makes the 
latest lawyer-manager of bands to 
set up a music publishing and licens- 
ing outfit. Weinberger calls his the 
American Copyright Protection So- 
ciety, Inc. The leaders that he rep- 
resents are Artie Shaw, Dick Him- 
ber and Jose Morand. 

The ACPS, according to Weinber- 
ger’s office, will act as a clearing 
house for the works of band leaders, 
make certain that their ararnge- 
ments of public domain compositions 
are properly copyrighted, license 
the copyrighted works for perform- 
ing and recording and engage in the 
of these 
works that come in for piano copy 
demand. 





Move Arthur Parks 
San Francisco, Jan. 28 
Arthur Parks, band booker for 
MCA here, moves to corporation's 


| 
| 


|other states wherever any group of| by common pleas Judge Day to al 
|} persons affected by 


union time to submit al 
demurrer. Although case is in, status 
| quo, Lee Repp, union prez, said that 





-hibited from discriminating against | the Ohio Music Corp, will remain | 
|on the ‘unfair’ list here until it stops 


musicians by installing 
Muzak in certain dance-and-dine 
spots. Spots involved are the Cleve- 
land Athletic Club, Pirchner's Hof- | 
brau, Allendorf’s restaurant and 
Bolton Square Hotel. 

Until Muzak entered local field | 
the Hofbrau had a concert trio; the | 
Allendorf had Herbert Voges on the 
organ, the hotel a girl pianist, while 
the C. A. C. had dance orchestras for | 


20-odd years up to 18 months ago, | 


declared Repp, in pointing out how | 
many musicians the service has 
ousted. 

Russell Sanner, vice prez of the 
distributing company here, 
ing the court fight to keep wired 
dinner music from being placed on} 
| the union’s national unfair list. 

Significant angle in the battle 
which threatens to grow to country- 
wide dimensions is that the test 
case is being fought in Ohio. State 
laws here regard secondary boycotts | 
as being illegal, particularly when 
they involve a third ‘innocent party’ 
in the dispute. Although statutes on 
this point are not exactly in union’s 
favor, Repp said he had high hopes 
injunction set aside. 
ac- 





cording to 
union’s 


Ross Avelonne, 
attorney and former assist- 


for injunctions were denied by local 
courts. 





‘Musser’s in Ozarks, Burns: 





St. Louis, Jan. 28. 
Musser’s Resort on the Lake of the 
Ozarks, near Eldon, Mo., was de- 


stroyed by fire last week, with a loss | 


estimated at $55,000. Name bands 
visited this spot during the summer 
season. 

T. W. Musser, the owner, said his 
loss was partly covered by insurance. 





| 


Nat W. Finston fs scoring the 
Metro picture, ‘Blonde Inspiration. ’| 


Inside Stuff—Music 


| when Judge Vincent L. Leibell in the 


|tween the companies. 
jment had originally been approved 
|Friday (17) by referee Irwin Kurtz 


|tation of a plan of reorganization 
| of U. S. Record has been put off un- 


| board, 
is press-| 


;sell to dealers. 


the | 


revue ‘College of Musical Knowledge’ 





British Best Seliers 


| 











(Week ending Dec. 28) | 
All Things You Are... .Chappell 
Al QIVOE FUROR oicecksuusne Gay 
BRONCO 65200005 Southern 
Swiss Bellringer ....Cavendish 
SeOPTe Be ccsccse mcaneen F-D-H 
ae) err K-P 
Ferryboat Serenade ........ Sun 
Blueberry Hill ......... Victoria 
Blackbird Bye Bye ..Cinephonic 
Never Took Lesson ..Victoria | 








U.S. RECORD SETTLES — 
WITH SCRANTON CORP 


| 





The U. S. Record Corp., which | 
filed a petition for reorganization in 
the N. Y. federal court Sept. 5, 1940, 
finally settled its disputes with the | 
Scranton Record Corp., manufac- 
‘turer of its masters and mothers, 


N. Y. federal court approved an 
agreement settling all differences be- 
The agree- 


in the N. Y. federal court. Presen- 


til Kurtz returns from a vacation. 
Plan was okayed by U. S. Record’s 


Under the terms of the deal, U. S. 
Record Corp. will receive full title to 
all masters and mothers in the 
Quackenbush Warehouse Co., plus 
41,000 records returned to Scranton 
by dealers. Scranton will release its 
claims on the records and masters, 
and guarantee it has destroyed the 
defective records it had planned to| 
Scranton is to be 
paid $3,379 as the balance due for | 
records pressed during the reorgani- | 
zation period, as the agreed-on price 
to be paid by the Pilgrim Trust Co., 
| largest secured creditor of U. S. Rec- | 
ord, for Scranton’s one-half interest | 
|in the unsold record inventory, and | 
as the balance due on the sold record 
inventory. 


U. S. Record Corp. was authorized | 
ito borrow $2,500 from Charles M. 
Hemenway, its president, a director 
and stockholder, to complete the 
| transaction. 


Kyser’s Infantile ‘Date 


Louisville, Jan. 28. 

Kay Kyser will play for the | 

annual Infantile Paralysis ball to be | 

held at the Jefferson County Armory 
Saturday, Feb. 1. 

Kyser will present 








his musical 


exactly as he airs the show, sans 
broadcast at 8 o’clock and follow at 
10:30 with dancing. 








Four Inkspots, singing quartet which records for Decca, is one of group 


| of powerful record sellers which rec 


motion picture department in Bev- 


erly Hills Feb. 10. 

Reuel Freeman steps up to take 
charge here, aided by visits from Ear] 
Bailey, late of the London office, and 
Lyle Thayer. 


' day 


many records. 
and issue too 
of each with 

Spots have 


many sides too closely 
subsequent releases. 


until Feb. 15 at least. Holding up th 
part of Moe Gale, team’s manager, 


possible sales. In the last six month 
ters, five of which became 


apiece since their release. 


Jack Waverly, of the 
‘friends and associates in 
following announcement: 


Empire 


show busi! 


‘Please be advised that I am not in any 
or parties engaged in the production and distribution of obscene records | 


labelled Empire Record Co, or Empi 
“All attempts to learn the identity 
been unsuccessful but with the coope 
to track them down eventually. 
To those of you who have known 


I am sure the above information is not altogether necessary.’ 





Under the new agreement between 
the networks’ 
musicians are granted a 
mercial programs. Working 
crease of $5 becomes effective 
of a minimum of 235 
and WOR. 


weekly inc 
week 
Feb. 


Figures in 
Glenn Miller’s final week at the Pe 
an error. 


(18) clos 


ing was 1,600. 


Many of the heavy selling bands on various labels 


not released a record since Dec. 


best sellers. 


Music Co., 
1ess and the music industry’ 


New York key stations, 
will 
musicians w 
VARIETY’s Bands at the Boxoffice last week gave 


nnsylvania hotel, 
Correct total for the six days from Monday to the band’s Satur- 


ognizes the value of not making too 
make | 
together, thereby killing off the sale | 
15 and will not 
e output is a deliberate 


issue any 
move on the 


to enable past clicks to exhaust their 


s the group has made only six plat- 


Six have averaged 175,000 sales | 


| Co-ed Fights 


New York, has circularized his 
with the 


way connected with the party 


re Music Co, 
of the gentlemen thus engaged have | 
ration of government agencies I hope | 


| Junior Prom and leader of campus 


me intimately for the past 25 years 


the New York musicians union and 
which runs until Jan. 31, 1944, staff 
rease of $5 on sustaining and com- 
be 20 hours. And another in-| 
1, 1942. Contract involves the use 
eekly among WEAF, WJZ, WABC 


|music that stirs them up doesn’t fit 
|in with the dignity of a college’s big- 


2,500 for 


New York. It was 


+ 
— 





| fits, are almost impossible for book- 


(of jump rhythms. 


| Corp., his bookers, are going to try 
a new tack to get into the one-night 
| field, 


| material 


| meant to represent them. 


| . 
Protective 


| was made for SPA to cast its lot with 


|music feud has broken 


Hawaiian bands such as Ray Kine 
ney’s, along with latin tempoed out- 


ers to sell for one-night dates in 
ballrooms and colleges. Buyers for 
jobs of that type think only in terms 
But this spring 


Kinney and General Amusement 


Band will be offered to ballrooms 
|) and colleges surrounded with a com- 
| plete simulated Hawaiian at- 
| mosphere, somewhat along the lines 
| of the decor of the Hawaiian Room 
| of the Lexington hotel, New York, 
where Kinney’s outfit spends more 
than half of each year. On each 
date Kinney’s manager, James Mc- 
Kenzie, will be a few days in ad- 
vance of the band itself, setting up 
palms and gathering the rest of the 
needed to transform an 
ordinary dancing space into a mo- 
mentary reproduction of an island 
setting. 

In ballrooms it’s figured the crew 
can be sold for $750, with $500 of 
that going ta the band and the rest 
to the cost of advertising and the 
decorations. Idea is McKenzie’s. He 
once put on hops along those lines 
to keep himself in funds to go 
through Chicago U. 


Cugat Charges Book 
Ridicuies Him, He Sues 
Houghton Mifflin Co. 


Mavier and Carmen Cugat filed 
suit Thursday (23) in the N.Y. su- 
| preme court against Houghton Miffe- 
lin Co. and Isabel Scott Rorick, 
|seeking damages of $150,000 for al- 
leged libel. Plaintiffs claim that the 
book by Miss Rorick entitled ‘Mr. 
|}and Mrs. Cugat,’ published by 
Houghton Mifflin in Oct., 1940, was 








Xavier Cugat, orchestra leader 
now sponsored nightly by Camels, 
has wife Carmen as vocalist with 
his orchestra. The book by Miss 
Rorick has a cover with musical 
notes and a signature which re- 
sembles that of Xavier Cugat. 

The book was advertised near the 
theatres in which plaintiffs were 
playing and the publishers asked 
plaintiffs to pose for a picture with 
the book. It also charged that the 
book makes Xavier look ridiculous 
land presents him as being drunk at 
a party. 


Coast SPA Will Hear 


Carson on Union Move 





Jan, 28. 

Songwriters 
Ass’n will attend a spe- 
cial meeting called for tonight 
(Tues.) by L. Wolfe Gilbert to hear 
Irving Caesar’s report on the recent 
sesh in New York at which proposal 


Hollywood, 


Coast members of 


American Federation of Labor. 
Caesar will sound out the senti- 
;ment of the local songwriter mem- 
bers of ASCAP on the unionization 
move, with a vote » ey to be taken, 


COLLEGE DISPUTE 


Booking of Boogie- 
Woogie at Junior Prom 





Detroit, Jan. 28. 
Jitterbug orchestras are not the 
stuff for dignified college proms is 
the plaint of Wanda Wojcik, second 
co-ed ever appointed to the commit- 
tee for the University of Detroit 


fight for a sweet-music band. It is 
the second successive year that this 
out on the 
university campus, a student poll do- 
ing nothing but to split the collegians 
into two hostile camps. 


Girl says jitterbugs are to be borne 
with patience, like runs in your 
stockings or semester exams, but the 


gest formal of the year. Meanwhile 
a male bloc on the committee is go- 
ing all out for a band with a boogie 
beat. 
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risco Agents Balk at AGVA Terms; | 





Unit Review 








Actors Call Meeting { for Strike Vote — Renfro Valley Barn 


~~ 


San Francisco, Jan. 28. {the actor must shoulder the inner 
With a strike vote called for Mon-| burden of the booking agent.’ 

day (3) by the An an Guild of Approximately 18 agencies in San 
Variety Artists lox al gen open war-! Francisco and Oakland are repre- 
fare broke out last week between sented by the Entertainment Man- 
AGVA and the Northern California | agers’ Assn., including all but two or 
Entertainment Managers Assn. Over three large agencies such as Music 
AGVA’s new working code. Agents, Corp. of America, Bert Levey office | 
headed by Earl Caldwell, are balk- and Consolidated Radio Artists 


provisions which require 
that acts’ salaries must be net even 
after agency deductions. In other 
words, an agent booking an act into 
a Class A night spot would have to 
get at least $67 in order to receive 
his 10% and the act get $60 net. 

With the new contracts slated to go 
{nto effect Sunday (26), AGVA has 
now delayed action until next Mon- 
day’s membership meeting, at which | 
time a strike vote will be taken. 

‘We feel this new ruling is arbi- 
trary and unfair,’ Caldwell said. ‘We 
desire no trouble, but if AGVA pulls 
its acts we will simply book band 
entertainers who belong to the musi- 
cians’ union. Business is bad enough 
as it is without aggravating matters.’ 

Defending AGVA's efforts, Vic 
Connors, executive secretary of the | 
union, pointed out that agents have 
collected ‘unconscionable amounts of 
money...causing an unproductive 
waste in the entertainment dollar | 
which is as much to the disadvantage | 
of the actual employer as the per- 
former. We are determined to stop 


ing over 


ni 
aids 


this parasitical practice once and for | 


all, 

‘In many cases,’ Connors said, ‘the 
agent gets a package price from the 
person buying the show, out of which 
they hire the performers. The per- 
centage the agent retains is often as 
high as 50%, and this is in addition 
to the 10% charged the performer. 


‘These small agencies are conduct- | 


ing their business in a manner which 
is notacredit to the community from 
a labor or employer point of view. | 
No wage or working condition dis- 
pute exists; the question is how long 


JAN 
BART 


‘Song Impressionist’ 
Held Over 2nd Week 
ROXY,N. Y. 


‘American Jewish Swing Hour’ 


WHN, Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 


Personal Direction 


MIKE HAMMER 
1564 B’way, N. Y. LO. 5-9686 




















ES 


| lives in shatters. 


| titude. 


(Larry Allen). Spokesmen for the 
latter group said they had no quarrel 
with AGVA, and Connors pointed out 
in his statement that ‘the major agen- 
cies are not members of the associa- 
tion.’ 


New Act in Theatre 








| QUENTIN REYNOLDS 


Talk 
9 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Quentin Reynolds, in bulk and 


measured* talk, is remindful of Hey- 
wood Broun. That also goes for his 
obvious sincerity—and he is one of 


‘hue at the show caught. 


the most eloquent lyricists on Eng- | 


lish courage under the Nazis’ terror- 
bombing. 

Reynolds’ Collier’s mag articles, his 
commentary for- the 
Take It’ short (which has played 
over 15,000 theatres in the U. S.), 
plus the second British propaganda 
short, ‘Christmas Under Fire,’ 


siderably enhanced his reputation as 
an ‘authority’ on the London that 
He has a quiet per- 
sonality and delivery that neverthe- 
less command and hold attention, 
and should be a _ lecture-platform 
rage. His nine-minute stint at the 
Strand is something of a novelty for 


| both himself and the theatre, but an 


| enthralling one, 

Reynolds virtually closes the show, 
seated behind a table cn the organ ele- 
vator and talking into a mike much 
as he would across a dinner: table to 


a group of friends. The Henry 
| Busse band behind him is masked in 
by a white scrim and a pale spot out- 


lines the leonine head of the writer 
as he sings his song of English for- 
He tugs at the heart in his 
story about the Spitfire pilot who, 
nearing 20, lost his life going after 
his 20th German plane: he hands out 
a wry laugh in telling about the 


bombing pilot who was terrorized by | 
his first experiences in London under | 


fire. When those b’° ones drop from 
20,000 feet up, Reynolds relates, they 
scream down with a sound approxi- 
mating tearing silk, only many times 
magnified. Londoners have grown 
accustomed to sleeping through anti- 
aircsaft fire, but nobody, Reynolds 
discloses, can sleep through the 
scream of the 2,000- pounders, 

It’s not probable that Reynolds will 
accept many theatre or lecture ap- 
pearances before going back to Eng- 


land; so, he can pick his spots for 
best b.o. and other effect. t’s un- 
derstood part of hfs salary at the 


Strand, and from any subsequent 
personal appearances he may make, 
is going to the Spitfire (plane) 
Fund. He makes it very clear that 


|he has great affection for the kids 


Nazis in the sky over En 


who daily stand in the way of the 
gland. 


Scho. 








BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" ST. NEW YORK 
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J. H. 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 








| of visual appeal. 


‘London Can | 


Dance 
(PARAMOUNT, ANDESr5SON, IND.) 
Anderson, Ind., Jan, 24. 

A’nt Idy and Little Clifford, Gene 
‘Honey Gal’ Cobb, Coon Creek Girls 
(5), Slim Miller Band, Homer and 
Jethro, Shorty and Eller, ‘Melody 
Ranch’ (Rep). 


For the home folks this hillbilly | 


show is probably the business, but 
for the non-inoculated ganderer it’s 
a somewhat weary succession of 
guitar-thumping and ‘whar 
crosstalk. Piped from WLW every 


' 


be ye?’ | 


Monday night for several years, the | 


Renfro Valley 
considerable following 
ritory, and played their 
return engagement at this stand) 
Wednesday and Thursday (22-23). 
Toplined are A’nt Idy and Little | 
Clifford, folksy pair, and Gene 
‘Honey Gal’ Cobb, supposedly black- 
face comic who worked in natural 
Both are 
established faves on the radio show, 
and gain _— substantial 
Backing up are Slim Miller, 
comic, the Coon Creek Girls, 
ling fivesome, and others. 
Except for two of the latter act, 
stage presentation suffers from lack 
While specialties 
are being presented, rest of the per- 
formers sit about the stage, appar- 


in this ter- 


warb- 


ently amusing themselves by count- | 


ing the house. Should contrive a 


,; smoother way to get them on and 
| off when needed. 


now | 
| also current at the Strand, have con- 


Cobb serves as m.c. and straight | 


'man, coming on late for his own pat- 


| a 


ter. A’nt Idy makes a brief appear- 
ance, working in the audience with 
Little Clifford, mute foil, and later 
on the stage, winding up with re- 
quested vocalizations backed by the 
string ensemble. Not 
strong material, but 
with the kiddies. 

Grotesque twosome is Shorty and 
Eller, the latter a six-foot femme. 
They are succeeded by the Coon 
Crook Girls (5), who went on as a 
foursome at this stand because of 
illness. Youngsters all, they are at- 
tractive despite their outlandish at- 
tire, and reel off several tunes in 
Kentucky patois. Homer and Jethro 
close the show with mugging vocals. 

Excepting a little dubious bath- 
room material emitted by Cobb, unit 
is clean as a Whistle. You can take 
the family vicar. 

Unit works in front of a simple 
haymow drop. Business good. 

Werk, 


it gets over 





Westchester County 
And Vaude Clicking: 


Goodman Draws 436 


-—_—-__——_ 


First two weeks of band-vaude 
operation at the White Plains, New 
York, County center, have been suc- 
cessful. Initial week (19), with 
Tommy Dorsey’s band, Phil Na- 
poleon’s band and eight acts of 
vaude m.c.’d by Maury Amsterdam, 
radio comic, drew slightly over 9,- 
900 persons in two shows, matinee 
and evening. Gross was approxi- 
mately $4,600, a _ profit. Jimmy 
Evans is operating; Eddie Smith 
booking, and George Oshrin is gen- 
eral manager. 


Past Sunday (26), Benny Good- 
man’s new outfit, Napoleon, and six 
acts drew about 6,500 people in two 
performances and_ grossed $3,400. 
| Bad roads and weather heid down 
; the take. Acts were Billy Glason, 
Gil and Bernie Mason, Barr and 
Estes, Don Zelaye, Stump and 
Stumpy and Los Ra r $ 

eeks ranged ( er 4( 
1iternoons to {od Lor re veda § 
tion evenings Operators are ? 
pending $300 weekly in adv 
Where the spot was set up last year 
for a claimed 5,000 capacity. thi 
year’s can handle no more tha 1 4,- 
100. 

Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, Jan. 28. 

Thanks to Arthur and Tootsie 
Holmes and ditto to Mr. and Mrs. 
| Eddie Delroy for their timely gifts 
to the Colony. They are ex- 
troupers, 

Helen Mann, who saw a mess of 
ozoning at the Will Rogers, shot into 

New York City hospital for a 
| special o.0. 

Charles S. Smith,  ex-theatre 





owner of Noonan, Georgia, who has 
beén strictly in bed for so long, has 
been okayed for an up routine. 


Don Drew, who did his bit here, 
terminated his orch batoning at the 
| Mory-Pearl nitery, Boston, and is} 


folk have gained a) 


of the cities. 
second | 


welcomes. | 
hick | 


especially | 


| past 


| Tupper 


| Green, 


Pa. License Law Causes Arrest 


——p 


OF 5 Maestros for Booking Acts 














Rio S.A.’s Top 
Nitery City 




















By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 28. 

In the South American scheme of 
things, niteries a la New York have 
a far less important place than in 
the U. S. The number of spots in 
B. A., Santiago, Lima, ete., is ex- 
tremely small, considering the size 
Rio has a number of 
big ones which rank with anything 


in the U. S. or Europe—but Rio is| 


| the exception. 


Everywhere in S, A. the gents often | 


go out with a gang of the boys rather 
than with the senoritas, and hundreds | 
and hundreds of cafes, which are 
more coffee houses than taverns, 
cater to them. Many of these places 
have some entertainment—tango 
orchs, U. S. jazz outfits, all-gal com- 
bos, etc. The bands usually sit up in 
a little balcony and keep pounding 
away despite the everlasting clack 
lof the dice used in playing Bidou, 
S. A.’s national game. 

Joints usually have steady cus- 
tomers who like the music or the at- 


mosphere or the convenience of the | 


|location. Jukeboxes are just com- 
ing in and they don’t seem to be 
doing so well. 

Every important city has a num- 
ber of U. S. or European-style boites 


° . { 
which correspond to night clubs and | 


in these the going is pretty sober. 
Only one spot in B. A., for instance, 
| imports a steady list of draws, 
using the people who play Rio. 
the Ta-Ba-Ris, 


It’s 


and gets most of the tourists as well 
as the big local spenders. There is 
no gambling there. 

More intimate class spots like the 
Embassy, Ciro’s, Faisan dOr and 
jthe Alvear Palace cater as 
/much to the big international crowd 
as to local society. They use bands 
only and, aside from singers, have 
no shows. This isn’t likely to change 
unless the high license fees for show 
|permits is lowered. 

Different Story in Rio 

is another story. 
|cabana, Atlantico and Urca are 
| gambling casinos using shows to at- 
tract the crowds, and they have the 
coin and setting to do things right. 
Copa has been building its shows 


roof 


| 


| Rio 


around a girl line supplied by How- | 


ard Deighton, and Lulian Bennett 
| handles a similar assignment at the 
Atlantico. 

The Rio casinos usually shop 
New York for their talent, but in the 
have often taken attractions 
the rest of S. A. or from Eu- 
rope. With the latter cut off, U. S. 
talent will undoubt edly increase, In 
Brazil's coffee metropolis of Santos, 
the Casino Sao Vicente takes Copa 


in 


from 


acts for an additional two or four 
weeks, while the Guaruja often im- 
ports the Atlantico show. 

Elsewhere on the South American 
continent the field for niteries is not 
extensive. Vina del Mar, located on 
the California-like Pacific coast about 
two hours from Santiago, Chile’s 
capital, has a big municipal casino | 

hich uses class attractions—U. S. 

nd European. Similar casinos—with 

la equirements—are running 

full blast in Mar Del Pls ata, where 

Argentina goes for the summer, and 

Punte Del I Uruguay, across 
R I 

] ‘ in prac lly 

e |} i e U. S. musi Cc 

nd style that are featured and the 

é ff second placed. Trend 

all in this direction, even if lots of 

bad an imitation of the real 

tk is U. S. pix ar of South 


back tooting at the Lakeside Lodge, 
Lake, N. Y. 

Robert Harry Cosgrove seen down- 
town after a year in bed and wants 
all his friends to note the improve- 
ment. 


often | 


The Copa- 


Saranac Lake weather report: 
Sunday, 7 a.m., 38 below ane; Mon- | 
day, 7 a.m., rain and 35 above zero. 
The weatherman is crazy up here. 

Thanks to Mr. and Mrs . Leonard 
Grotte, Cicero, Abner and Elviry 
Weaver, Phil Harris, Sophie Tucker, 
Joseph Vaughey, James (Worcester 


Gazette) Lee, 
(Columbi: 
(Tony) 


Tommy Vicks, 


Anderson, E. G. Dodds, 


Thomas Nally and Mrs. Wil- 


Richard | 
Pictures) Flournoy, A. B. | 
Sam 


liam (Mother) Morris for their kind | 


help. 
Write to those who are iil. 





Philadelphia, Jan. 28. 

The long-threatened crackdown on 
bandleaders booking acts without li. 
censes occurred here Friday (25), 
when five of them were arrested on 
warrants sworn out by Anthony J, 
Sharkey, agent-in-charge of enforce. 
ment of the booking licensing law 
here. Those pinched were Jack 
Lewis, Harry Wells, Bernie Berle, 
Kar! Beubeck and Morton Braude. 


All were arraigned before Magis- 
trate Jacob Dogole and fined $50 and 
costs. Because it was their first ar- 
rests on the charge, the fines were 
scaled down to $25 later, with warn- 
ings that more stringent penalties 
| would be imposed if they continued 
to violate the State law. 


Sharkey declared that he was pre- 
| Paring warrants for other unlicensed 
| bookers and he would continue the 
| drive until he had stamped out the 
| Practice in the Philly area. 


The evidence against the band- 
leaders was obtained by the seizure 
of bids in the files of clubs and or- 
| ganizations. Under the law, even the 
| submission of a bid for the selling of 
| talent is a violation if the submitter 
is operating without a booking 
license, 








Benny Davis’ Nitery Date 
Holds Back Theatre Tour 


Miami Beach, Jan. 28, 

Opening of Benny Davis’ Starlets 
for Joe Moss’ refurbished Mayfair 
here means that Davis’ ‘Greenwich 
Village Follies’ unit tour will be set 
back. 

The songwriter-entertainer bought 
that title for a traveling unit. 


which also has hos- | 
tesses (some work in the floor show) 
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Best Buy IN DETROIT \ 


Rates from $1.50 single and $2.50 
double. Special weekly rates to 
the profession. 


Every room has combination tub and 
shower. Reasonable-priced restaurant and 
cocktail bar, Completely rehabilitated 
throughout. Convenient to all hooking 
offices and downtown district, 


HOTEL WOLVERINE 


Frank Walker, Manager 


55 H. Elizabeth St., Detroit 
(Same management as Hotel 
Chicagoan, Chicago) . 
Yy Yy 











NOTICE TO GOOD ACTS 


FOR THE BEST AND MOST 
WORK ON THE PACIFIC 
COAST 


WRITE or WIRE 


JOE DANIELS 


404 Orpheum Bldg. 
SEATTLE, WASH. 











CYNDA 
GLENN 


OPENING JAN. 30th AT 
WALTON ROOF 


. IN| PHILADELPHIA 














Something 
New Under 
The California 
Sun! 


ART BORAN 


Currently filming his noted Impersonations of 
Broadway and Hollywood celebrities for 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES 


HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


Young Arthur Boran, radio's versatile enter- 
tainer, master of ceremonies, songster, actor, 
mimlc-comedian—cream of the Broadway crop. 

—Danton Walker, N. Y. Daily News 


EVERETT N. CROSBY AGENCY, LTD. 





Dir.: 
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AGVA Exec Secs Meet in Toledo, 
Score Nat] Bd.'s Shortcomings, 


Give Haddock Vote of Confidence 


+ 





Toledo, Jan. 28. 

Midwest conference of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists was 
held here Sunday (26), with AGVA 
execs of four midwest keys sitting 
in for a general gabfest along with 
national executive secretary, Hoyt 
Haddock. In for the meet were Jack 
Irving, exec see in Chicago; Bob Ed- 
wards, chief of Cincinnati; Les Gold- 
en, of Detrokt, and Nat Nazzarro, 
Jr.. of Pittsburgh. 

All matters concerning midwest op- 
eration were discussed, with an eye 
aiso on the national situation. Mid- 
west chiefs did not hesitate to regis- 
ter a complaint against the national 
board for failing to work more close- 
ly with the various local boards, and 
asked that the national board speed 
up its action on the various loca 
queries and cases which demand im- 
mediate attention and decision. 

Voted that each board would han- 
Gle its own money and would send 
headquarters the national percent- 
age due. In fact, the general tone 
of the meeting was towards greater 
local authority to handle their prob- 
lems, cases and monies. 

Of national import was the dis- 
cussion relating to the buying and 
selling of AGVA members as acts. 
It is planned that no hotel or cafe 
will be granted any certificate from 
AGVA to act as seller as well as 
buyer of material, and that no hotel 
or cafe can be a direct buyer 
of AGVA acts. Instead, these acts 
must be obtained through registered 
agents okayed by the AGVA of- 
fices, 

There is also under consideration 
a rule regarding the deduction from 
acts for the rentals of rooms and 
beard the hotel using these acts 

Upon the request of the assembled 
members, Haddock was asked 
leave the meeting and then a 
tion was adopted and went on record 
giving a full vote of confidence to 
Haddock as national executive sec- 
retary with a recorded recommenda- 
tion that he receive more coopera- 
tion from the national board. As- 
sembly also unanimously recorded 
that any published evils of AGVA 
are not in any way due to the Hoyt 
Haddock administration. 

The four midwest execs also seek 
immediate representation on the na- 
tional board. 


by 


to 


DANTE MAKING IT EASY 
FOR OTHER MAGICIANS 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 28. 

Click of Dante at Nixon couple of 
weeks ago has revived theatre 
terest in magicians all through 
tri-state area. Result is that 
units, which have heretofore gone 
begging, are now finding a welcome 
§ign on the doors of all bookers 
First to get a break as a result of 
Dante's Blackstone, 


in- 
the 


magic 


clean-up is 


whose tab show is getting flock of 
cates in WB nabe and_ suburban 
spots. Unlikely that he'll play Sian- 


ley, circuit's 


here 
i ©. 
however, 


deluxe house 
inasmuch as management 
is Saving that time for Dante when 
his touring legit show is evé ntually 
condensed. 

Incidentally, it was reported cou 
of weeks ago that Loew’s office 
as looking over Dante show with 
én eye to tabbing it later for film 
houses. It was the William Morri: 
office instead, under auspices’ of 
which magician will play vaude this 
spring. 


ple 


V 





Cuban Union’s Dues 

Havana, Jan. 28. 
The local Associacion Cubana de 
Artistas Teatrales compels ali U. S. 
artists to join for a minimum of 
three months, dues $4.70 or $10 for 
a full year, which of course doesn’t 
apply to American talent whose lo- 
Cal engagements don’t exceed the 


three-month period. ACAT patterns | 


itself after 
benefits, 

There is no income tax for U. S 
Or other artists. 


AGVA, with sundry 





Gary Stephens replacing Frank 
Howard as vocalist with the new 


Charlie Spivak band. 


Weody Herman holds over 


« 


another 


four weeks at the New Yorker hot?! 
NY + 

New York bevond hi Orivlt ally 
booked 12. Set now till April 10 


mo- | 





Heller Sticks in Miami 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 28. 

Jackie Heller, vaude and nitery 
| Singer, has canceled deal to play 
| Sally Rand unit in Chicago week of 
| Jan. 31 in order to stick out remain- 
der of season in Florida. 
| down there 10 days ago for big one- 
night stage show put on by Dr, I. Q.’s 
sponsors, 

Went into the Beach theatre there 
Friday (24) and plays the Olympia 
coming week. After that he’s going 
into one of two niteries, deals for 
which are now being worked out. 


Bway Nitery Asks 
For Reorg, Listing 
$44,642 Liabilities 


The Hurricane Restaurant, 
Broadway nitery, 
petition for reorganization under the 








Inc., 





| federal court last week (22), listing 
| liabilities of $44,642 and assets of 
| $4.884. A plan of reorganization ac- 
companying the petition offers to pay 

5% 
|}court approval of the plan and 5° 
every month thereafter until a full 
100‘% of the liabilities are cleared, 
the one exception being that the club 
wants to payments during 
{the months of July, August and Sep- 
| tember, 


suspend 


Among liabilities is $12,800 owed 


in taxes to the federal. state and city 





Income Tax Help | 


The Internal Revenue Section 
of the United States Treasury 
has again assigned special in- 
come tax experts to the VARIETY 
Office, 154 West 46th street, New 
York, to assist members of the 
entertainment professions in fil- 
ing their income tax returns. 
Government men will be 
available during regular business 
hours starting Feb. 3 and con- 
tinuing until~March 15. There 


N.Y. 


Membership Meeting to Air 


ll AGVA Problems; See Hectic 
Session; Haddock Rift Develops 








is, of course, no charge for the 
assistance. 








‘PUBLIC DOESNT 


Heller flew | 





filed a voluntary | 


ANT VAUDE’ 
SEZ SINGER 


Minneapolis, Jan. 28. 

Aside from a comparatively few 
top personalities name _ bands, 
pictures are what bring the vast ma- 
jority of patrons into theatres, and 
many films still can draw profitable 
patronage unsupported by vaude 
while the number of stage shows that 
can turn this trick is infinitesimal, 
according to Mort H. Singer, circuit 


ana 





owner. Latter uses occasional stage 
shows at his Orpheum here and other 
houses, 


Singer expressed the opinion that | 


the present stage show activity does 


| not portend any comeback for vaude- 


' federal bankruptcy laws in the N. Y. | 
production, which 


to creditors within 30 days of | 


governments, and $1,600 to Ganger, 
Inc... a secured creditor, holding a 
chattel mortgage on equipment. 


Other creditors are the Aetna Adver- 
tising Agency, $970: Music Corp. of 
$300: Ganger, Inc., as an 
unsecured creditor, $1,075; American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, $375: Murray Zales, $2,500 
for salary, and Mario Tosatti, $500 on 
the same. 

Amon} 


America. 


the contracts held on which 
ithe Hurricane ‘s liable are those of 
Eddie Bush and his band at $990 
weekly: John Costa’s band at $441 a 


week; Romo Vincent, $600 weekly 
with three weeks to go on his con- 
tract: Joan Merrill, $200 weekly with 
four weeks to go: Enrico and Novello, 
$200 weekly with two weeks to go 
Wini Haveler and five girls at $300 
Vi eekly, contract of which Ca D 
eancelled on one week's notice 
Juanita Rios, $110 weekly, with two 
weeks’ notice necessary for cancella- 
tion. 

The coat-room concession brings in 
$1.250 monthly. The club Mentions 
in an affidavit that liquidation now 
would bi ng 


‘in only about $1,000. It 


states that its difficulties can be 
traced to underworld characters who 
have stench bombed the place on Sev- 
eral occasions nm ane attempt to 
coerce stockholders into paying 


monies for a shakedown. This situa- 


cleared up, it is stated 


HOTEL NOT UNDER 
AMUSEMENT TAX 


tion is being 


Columb O Jan. 28 

Fecel Judge Mell G. Underwor 
has ruled tl hotel that makes n¢ 
admission charge to its grili room 
or bars is not required to pay < 
Federal amusement tax, even though 
it provides an orchestra for enter- 
tainment This upholds an appeai 


of the Deshler Hotel Co. from a tax 
assessment of $6,056, 


, . 
Lockman’s New Biz 
Philadelphia, Jan. 28 
Harvey Lockman. who 
the defunct Cotton Club, the Ubangi 


operatea 


Cocoanut Grove and other hot spot 
around town, is planning a come- 
back. but not in the nitery field 
Lockman and Milton Kellem, b 
leader. are set to open a rest al 
n the center of town 

Harry Weinbs is pl to re 

€ the I & I n. The 
pe y damaged by fire a 
fev ) 


ville, Even the curtailment of film 
may necessitate 
the elimination of double features, 
won't create a substantial stage show 
demand increase, in his opinion. 
‘The public is attracted to the thea- 
tre by a stage show only when there's 
a star or name band which it particu- 
larly wants to see.’ said Singer. ‘The 
public doesn’t want vaudeville as a 
regular fare. according to my expe- 


MPLS. RUUENOSE IS 


GUILTY OF PERJURY 


Minneapolis, Jan. 28. 

A district court jury found the 
Rev. H. J. Soltau. vice crusading head 
of the Law Enforcement leacue, 
sponsible f clamping down of 
the lid here. guiliv of perjury in con- 
nection with his activities. Two other 
of per- 
e for operating a detec- 
agency without a are 


the minister. 


re- 
rr the 








ie 
indictments for subornation 
jury and or 
tive 
penaing against 

The lew provides a prison sentence 
of one to five year: 


license 


for the offense of 


which the Rev. Soliau was found 
fuilty, but it is indicated that he will 
receive prol ( The — specific 
! re ag; } { case wa 
that he testifie f r it he } - 
elf ace pl ! € 
whereas € actually in- 
vo'ved one of ent 

Severs of t ter’s agents 
ave pleaded gu o and have been 
indicted for ¢ ittemptec 
ex? ( I f ( ted f a 
a pronosed ‘ 4 erebyv the avents 
would have Jaid off of slot machine: 
nad gambling for a stipulated su! n 
Shakopee, near here 


LANE-WARD DOUBLING 
IN REVUE AND VAUDE 


F f . ( 

t cr gy be eC 

( theatre | es Si r 
( ( J freaue how- 
eve fi le be een the 
‘ € i ¢ f 

Ti I s ( ( aance Teal’ 
of Bobby Lane and Edna Wa 
who ope ods ‘Wednesday ) at the 
Paramount ¢ B dwavy, and to 
morrow ¢+Ti lay) vith the re- 
opening of ‘ zy With the Heat 
will bicycle to the 44 Street legit 
house hic t up the reet 

I he P. ape oo! 

Te s He he 
opene¢ { f CK € t ) 
basse : F ng that 
the ( ( enpe He i 
re P ‘ eve ecented a date 

t e Pp Ed Sul ! 

‘Heat ! 

‘ A ne te 

d be virtuall 
‘ 
? hentre 


Pre-B’way Rehearsal 


With the Glenn Miller band 
viously booked for a four-day en- 
gagement through Monday (27) at 
the State, Hartford, acts which open 
with him today (Wed.) at the Para- 
mount, N. Y., were added the 
| show in Hartford. 
| Those going up to work with Mil- 
ler were Dean Murphy and the dance 
team of Lane and Ward. 

Ordinarily shows for the N. Y 
Par are broken in on a Monday or 
Tuesday at the Ritz, Newburgh, one 
of Par’s own theatres. 


pre- 


to 


Miami Gets Record 


$9274 Fine From 
Slapsie Maxie Raid 


| 





Miami, Jan. 28. 

City court gambling confiscation 
records were shattered here last 
week, when Judge J. R. Kirchik put 
into the fine and forfeiture fund 
$9.273.95 of the money seized in the 
recent raid at Slapsie Maxie Rosen- 
bloom’s nitery, and ordered the re- 
maining $17,638 held pending 
ther litigation. 

The verdict was delivered 
sensational trial, in which Bart A 
Riley, defense aitorney, openly 
charged that the raid was part of a 


after a 


police vice squad plot to squelch op- | 


position to the so-called ‘home boys’ 
| syndicate in control of gambling in 
this locality. 

Sam (Gameboy) Miller, one of the 
operators, was fined $100 and 
and 48 of the arresied employees 
were each tabbed $50 and cosis. All 
of the equipment, valued at over 
$15,000, was ordered destroyed. 

Riley centered most of his attack 
on what he termed was a plan by 
Lieut. C. O. Huttoe, who led the raid, 
to entrap Miller, not for the purpose 
of enforcing the law, but to close up 
opposition to local boys’ operations. 


costs, 


Riley contended that these places are 

operated by Miller's rivals with the 

full knowledge of law enforcement 
r 


officers. 


AGVA, B. & K. HIT 
SNAGS ON AGREEMENT 


( go, Ji 8 
Couple of snags have been hit in 
the continuing negotiations betwee! 
the local office of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and Bala 
& Ka O! i posed apree- 
ment Jack Irving AGVA chief 
here, and B. & K. representatives, 
VIorrie Leonard and Nate Piatt, 
have not been able to get together 
yn a couple of clauses 
Indicated that should this and 
ext week also fail to bring about 
a le ¢ ana F agree ent 
AGVA ll take ac e ste to pre 
ect it e stant 


Givot, Herman Bernie 
Settle Out of Court 


Ceorge G t ¢ ( « forme! pe 
( nage Hern Be e, al 
ranged a settlement of thei Ter 


ences just after Bernie applied to 


the N. Y. supreme court (21) to ex- 
‘ ine Givot before trial in connec- 
tion with his $60.000 breach of con- 
tract sult against him. 

According to the te s of the set- 
tlement, Bernie will act as Givot's 
I Le}! fo radio onl ece ‘ 
$750 « f 1) S al addition: 1.250 
{ C3 f » € ‘ 

tion to ial 10 ( 

Jul ibele eprese d Be € 

] f ( Wil ‘ ‘ 

{ rat 28) t 

( ) Boect ¢ 
‘ L Ho C9 4 


+ 


| 





American Guild of Variety Artists 


; will have all of its problems aired 


' 


fur- | 


at a New York membership meet- 
ing, probably Feb. 18 at the Edison 
hotel. The new executive 
tee for the variety performers’ 
union has passed a resolution to con- 
vene a national board meeting and 
instruct it to call a get-together of 
the metropolitan membership, which 


commtit- 


last met with a quorum last Sept. 23. 
There's been criticism lately that 
AGVA's membership is being kept 


entirely in the dark on the union’s 
progress, or Jack of progress. It had 


been hoped that the union’s internal 
disorganization would be cleared up 
before membership was called to- 
gether, but this now appears impos- 
sible unless the executive committee 
acts with far greater alacrity than 
it has shown thus far 

Unless AGVA's house 1 com- 


pletely cleaned by Feb. 18, it’s prob- 


able that the N. Y. membership 
meeting will be a hectic one. It’s 
becoming evident that there’s a 


clear-cut rift developing among the 


members on whether Hoyt Haddock 
should be continued as national 
executive secretary. This has also 
come up before the executive com- 


mittee, but the latter has not put it 
to a voie. 
Last Election Illegal? 

Another probability is that AGVA’s 
national board will first vote the last 
New York local election as ‘illegal’ 
before calling a membership meet- 
ing, With the result thai the latter 
will be given the opportunity for a 
new vote. Last local election is 
held to have been very fishy, only 
85 votes being cast. Some of 
elected were ‘radicals’ and primarily 
the cause for the formaiion of the 
executive commiitee, composed of 
both AGVA officials and repre- 
sentatives from the Associated Ac- 
tors and Artistes of America, which 
put the N. Y. local officers and local 
board in the discard. 

Meanwhile, AGVA has reached a 
tentative agreement with the Artists 
Representatives Assn. 
that has long been in dispute. That's 
on whether the avents are to sub- 
mit to AGVA lists of their books at 
regular periods. While certain mat- 


those 


on a matter 


ters have yet to be cleared up by 
AGVA before the new ajvreement 
becomes operative, ARA members 
have agreed to furnish AGVA lists 
of their bookings in niteries only 
in the New York area every two 
weeks. If the avents prefer, they 
can leave their names off the lisis 


10-per- 


be known 


using a code to designate the 
concerned that will 
ARA. 


$2-3.000 TO TA OUT OF 
SPECIAL MIAMI SHOWS 


Miami, Jan. 28 


center 
nly to 


Theatre Authority firure to col)- 
lect some $2,000 to $3,000 as it lare 
of the sundry benefits, cocktaileries 
etc., staged here and at Miami Beach 
Henry (Cross and) Dunn, American 
Guild of Variety Artist treasurer, 
is personally helping handle some 
of the shindigs 

At first every  Florid: cherity 

illed on the wealth of tale - 
centrated nere to t < 

nce til it wv t 

ot <« } ] 
had umed proport of a d 
racket. 


* 


N. Y. Strand Sets Yvette 


rve f i < ( ‘ 
Pa 0 nOW ha bee er ( € 
Strand theatre, Ne : j g 
March 7. It’s her first theatre date 
She goes in with Rav Noble's band, 
hich is p!aying it’s first job the 
east 1 some time 
A. C. Casino’s Switch 
Atlantic City. J 28 
Atlantic Ci ( & 4 n 
as French Casir ere fast e 
nlez e-ceeker ’ 
f t é 'G 
+ n 10° ¢ k ea 
B t d eq e cost of 
ny tI j ao i tne ote t 
f rece b 1e 
f I t $5.000. E.H 
M. Cory I Bell. 
& M hotel, and raiser of 
¢ r y ‘ the o 
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Variety Bills 





Numerals 
show, whether fu 


THIS WEEK (Jan. 24) 
NEXT WEEK (Jan. 31) 


in connection with bills below 


indicate 
ll or split week 


opening day of 


























Wesson Bros Bobby Byrne Ore 
116 Roxvettes Hiarmonica Rascals 
PITMAN Jack MeCoy 
Cew Broadway (1 only) | Pat Henning Co 
Ada & Vals | Des & Kuthie Lane | 
| Karl LaVere Co WORCESTER | 
Nixon & Andre Rev | Plymouth (27-29) | 
i . . ~O ° ° 
: , aTY " “y PROVIDENCE | Milt Britton Co | 
NEW YORK CITY | Ge ne S 1eldon SMotrenaition ecetemine Maneatis ti 
State (38) Mardont (31-2) Ginger Manners | 
Knight Sis Dennett & Dae oO , an | 
oo ae. « WASHINGTON | 
dixie unbar Co ui | 
Lew Parker Capitol (31) | | ” { 
Kitty Carlisle Rnvthm Rockets { C b t Bills 
James Rarton Stuart-Morgan Co a are 
COLUMETUS Hal Le Roy | 
Broad (31) Romano Bros 
Ted Weems Orc 3 Sailors | 









































i Bobby Norris Ore d 
y Manuel Ovando Orc Rainbow Koom 
Armando’s Joan Edwards Grace Drysdale Ren Cutler Ore 
aramount Geo Morris Ore Harris & Shore Leon Sis Keith Clark : 
Pedrito Ore Bob Shea Gayle Gaylord Cappella Beatrice 
| Marie Spaulding - oe Garon & Benet Rolly Rolls 
a aro! AIng Peter Randall 1 
| e ands 
: , Beachcomber | Geraldine & Joe c Rebun Hies 
NEW YORK CITY , Tomack & Reiss B Michael Loring Orc Gloria Blake La Cenga Nora Sheridan 
Paramount (29) i DETROIT | Senkwie Gee Marion Miiler Jack Harris Ore Palomo 
Glenn Miller Cre Michigan (31) El sa Valladares Jorge Negrete Noro Morales Ore Siuart Ross 
Dean Murphy Folies Rergere . Juanita Rios Candide Botelhoe Vera Sanoff 
4 } Caryl Gould faba i 
Cass Daley MIAMI lc armen Amaya Mimi Kellerman Retty & F Roberts | Herman Chittison 
Lane & Ward { Olympia (30-2) { Coley Worth Adele Norella ' Delta Boys 
BUFFALO | Mitzi Mayfair | waged BKertolett!s 
Beffale (31) Nick Lucas {Don S:tvio Ore 
Phil Spitalny Ore JI & J MeKenna | a: vies re | 
CHICAGO | Roy Davis Geo Morgan . EPENDENT 
Chicago (31) | 4 Nobas “n OOKING THE NATION’S LEADING IND 
Christiane Tr | MINNEAPOLIS | Toretia Lane ° VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 
Geo Prentiss Orpheum (31) j Lynn & Marianne aa 
aia oe tg tag & u | Andrews Sis at Williams 
State Leke (31) 3 Stooges apna fi Valencia 
sient, Laggemaors | Paaa EDWARD SHER 
# > a 
Jackie Heller tuthie Barnes nur . in 0's 
| Chartes Strickland NEW RK 
‘.ulu Uates i 1619 BROADWAY Yo 
Fred Bishop | 
Spike Harrison | 
Marold Willard 
Harry Donnell : , x | 
an {Bernie Gra er Marcia Ray Nino & Lenora | Russian Kretchma 
: . Ann Pennington C de Simone Co | Nicolas Matthey Or 
BOSTON | Bs — a Cafe Continental Betty Jane Smith la Martinique Peter Nemirofmf Orc 
Keith (30-2) {Kay Kyser Ore | Yascha Datsko Gr’nwi'h Village ton | po. Pox Ore }Ql:a Ivanova 
5 Cardovas | DAYTON ; Nordstrom Sis Trini Ore | oped 4 relia | Nastia Voliakova 
Frank Koss Co | Colenial (31) alex Makofka Anthon) rini re ay Kimber \ Marusia Sava 
i 7 i , Herbert Curbello Or 
Pritchard & Lord | : : | Patricia Wing Aileen Cook te ‘ | Adia Kuznetzoff 
Don Zelaya James Evans Co Hade Hurd Keddie Baron | Cavios Ramirez | meata Kavevect 
Fenton Bros Ore Plan ne Brad) ©" Irene Stanley Ginger t.ane | Danny Kaye | Mtichel Michon 
CINCINNATI jCass Owen & Tops: ; Linda March Mati & Hari | Mishi (zdanoff 
Shubert (31) Thurston Cafe D'Oree Grace Patterson | Lurue | Arisiak Arafelova 
; a : ah é s 
Adriana & Charly (2%) | Tex Gentry | Havana-Madrid | paqie D rr: 
3 Pitehmen {Spitz H’wood Dogs {1 ouise Carroll i ’ Badte mes cae yf Stork Club 
Watson Sis H Timbert Jr Co Tonmy Toscano Froilan Maya Or« Joseph Smith re , cae Orc 
we - sertrude > er Pry | —— Sanabria On I Co Rouge Sonny hWenars 
Ada Leonsrd Ore G ude N ’ | Pat Tixen . we Coq ; 
> Mheeeinn r oo ‘h Club 
(24) Johnny surke | Cafe Pierre - ~ ture : — _ | Harold Naget Ore forch 
Int’! Casino Ke Fraday Dane | web Knick’ © | Pepita & sap jOscar Day Ore Archie Robbins 
CLEVELAND | SYRACUSE ae i | Rita rt & Mignon | Marguerite Benton | Jeri Withee 
Palace (31) j Strand (31-2) ore : eo | <p te Pa — {Alicia Henderson Clenda =— 
Cah Callowat Orc | Milt Britton Co } (ate Soclety saints : | . ° Bee Walmus 
4 eo Fddie’s 
Mills Bros {Tommy Rafferty (Midiown) Hickory Flouse j , See _ . 9 } Versailles 
|r ; | a? J t re 
Avis Andrews Tito P |} Teddy Wilson Ore | Lou Holden Ore wad . avin ie holas 1 Amieo O 
*ook sre Y ate , 2 , . } a j at t ' }-* Cite . 
Nie ak. . Aland Fiera ( hristy F | Mae re tn lig | Hotel Algonquin Teddy Rodriguez i Vanchitoe Or 
6 Cotton Club Boys’ Patricia Ellis | ih | ‘Seats . |} Bela Bizony | Virginia Valley ‘e- i Pears 
2 } Ze of | ‘ + Phi lobinsen 
iv. ‘ | Renato | Margo B . 
; Golden Gate 4 | | 
eae pied | linda lee ; Jean Mona Village Barn 
Ammons & Johnson Sa iisiin Shatieaeiis | Charles Carrer : 
: ; Baldwin | gerson ltevlie Carlyle Or 
Cafe Seclety |Oscar Andree Dora Maughan Emre ee ha 
armer evernen? | Hotel Astor Jack Gleason i - uM Nolan 
. | pis & \ . ’ t 
tienr)  poagpipes Dick Kuan Ore | Mon Puris | June Bentley 
a peg ~ AP nt | Hotel Belmont | fteywood Powers Or | Pappy adeeb 
f F i tf ‘ tees Vesto 
: yo | Plaza | Dick Wilsen Ore Floria \Veé 1 
NEW YORK CITY | Wally Vernon Pidsectllag§ $eal | arthur Ravel Ore |Eleanor French | Sons of Purple Sage 
. ‘ mantis rse AT ur . > 
H Strand vg S$ Arnoide | Sister Tharpe Joe Pafumy Ore Monte Carlo | Whirling Top 
enry Bus re (24) I lle Johr | on ‘ Le T - 
synnany Won . ? Pp | Chateau Moderne Cle JONNSO | Ted Straeter Ore rs OP 
3 Be ry Br - INEOE OF FET irs Sh Ore |More & Chita Freshinen ‘Ginger Wayne 
Que ntin Revnolds } WASHINGTON { ceo : re | Belmont’ Balladeers 
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NEW YORK CITY 








Iiotel Shelton 
Johnny Johnson Or 


Hotei St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 

Beauvel & Tova 

Hooton 

Lolo & Bobby 
Hotel St. Regis 

Hal 


Gus 
Dorothy 
Heasiey Twins 
Hazel Franklin 
Hotel Taft 
Frankie Masters Or 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Empire Room 
Leighton Noble Ore 
Mischa Borr Orc 

Russell Swann 
Yvette 

Hurricane 
Edaie Kush (re 
Lolita Cordoba Or« 
Romo Vincent 
Joan Merrill 
Enrico & Novelle 


yon 


Saunders Ore 
Martel Orc 
Lewis 


| Les Clymas 


Iceland Restaurant 


| 
| 


Old BReoumasiaa 


| Joe La Porte Ore 
; kthel Bennett 


| Sadie Banks 
| Jenia Pobedinia 
ji Ruddy Walker 


Chiquita Venezia 
| Kli Spivack 


| Pago Vago Club 
Calypso Troubad'rs 

jb ike of Iron 

; Bill Matons 

|} June Mact'latr 

| Helen Lynne 


en 


Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bernice Manning 
| Bill Farre!! 
Joe Ravaze 
| Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Denell 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Louise Bryden 
Jean Walters 
toberta Weich 
taron Gyidenkron 


lou Williams 
Helen Kay 

Rainbow Grill 
Barry Winton wre 
Cloria Hope 
Julian & Mapior! 
ean Murray” 





Carlos Miramba Bd 


| Ruse Brown 
— Dale Ore 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Reom) 

| Larry Adler 

Jerry Shelton Ore 
Virginia Hays 
| 
| Bismarck Hotel 
| (Walnut Koom) 


Art Kassel Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Collette & Barry 


Lew Hofluman 
Hadley Gls 
Blackhawk 
i Ted Fio Rito Ore 
| Earle ,Leslie 
|; Grandfat’r’s Follies 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 
Jay Cole Ore 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Mae King 
3 Niblics 
Bob Billings 
Beoadmont 





Karl Wayne 
Marie Young 
| Shirley Lucky 

Connie Oster 

Pat Snyder 

| Doris (layton 

' Herb Herdolyhe Ore 


Chez Paree 


l.ou Breese Ore 
Jane Frohman 
Rufe Davis 
Four Franks 
Juvelys 

Evans Gis 

















COL. 5-0930 


























| Club Alabam 





Wilshire Bows 


Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris Ore 


CHICAGO 


Billie Webb 

Ann Anderson 

Dick Conrad 

Bob Tinsley Ore 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 

Lew Story Ore 


Marie Lawler 
Nord Richardson 
Hi Hat 


Willie Shore 
Jerry Bergen 
Doris Robbins 
Ginette Calle 
Younger Gls 
Eddie Fens ¢ 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Jerry Shelton Ore 
4 Bards 
Helen Sumner 
L’Aigion 
Emil DeSalvi Ore 
Dorothy Johnson 
Arsene Siege! 
Isobe! de Marco 


Hotel La Salle 
(Bine Front Room) 


Kings Jesters 
Ruth Milam 


Liberty Inn 


Karen Stephany 
Marion Crawford 
Jane La Vonne 
lanilee 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Sunny Lovett 
Earl Wiley Ore 
Morrison ffotel 
(Bosten Oyster 
House) 
Maofred Gotthelf 


New Yorker 


re 





Dolly Kay 

Roy Sedley 

Claire & Hudson 
ly Arpour & Rene 
Patsy Reed 
Hoveler Gls 

Arne Barnett Ore 


Al Milton Orc 
Old Heidelberg 


irma Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Cctette 
Heluelberg Ens 
Joly Wvaunz7) Ore 
Franzel (re 














Charlotte Van Dae 
_ a Palmer House 
{ Marion Mvuwre (Emptire Room) 
Harriet Norris -omny 
Allen Coe Eddie Duchin Ore 
Bernie Acer iiddy Howard 
etty Hill Koh Evans 
Inez Gambol Maurice & Cordoba 
Effie Kurton erez Four 
Paullette ta Pierre | Abbott Dancers 
} Dave tnell Ore Phil Dooley Ore 
{ ) » . > 
| Dorethy Dale Sherman Hotel 
Eddie Roth Ore (Celtle Cafe) 
Club Minuet ; Gene Kerwin sre 
| Jaros Sis 
Helene Carol 
| Rite aw , (Panther Keom) 
} 4% ee 1a. or 
|} Alvira Morton | B = ee Ore 
| Ethel Brown “x oi Teaes 
. rer aye 
Fillmore Sherman ee 
: : c. Be ; 
Art Fischers Ore oe ee “hu kles 
Del Estes utp ahacoig ~~ Palie 
Byton Gls 
Colony Club | Carl Marx 
| Sacasas Orc Silver Cloud 
Monchita Ore Ray Martell 
. Peggy Parker 
Colosimon ted od . os 
Shirlie Sher: 
Eddie White Val Mar Bros 
| LJsou Warjo | Lenore Chicagoans 
| Hazel Manjean Gls | Joe Gerken 
i} Janice Davenport {Ralph Lynden Ore 
Jack Prince | Blinor Daniels 
F Quartell Ore | Hazel Zalus 
Club Delisa | 606 Club 
| Bitty Mitehell | Billy Carr 
| | 
Be love Morgan | Margret Faber Gls 
| Billie Eckste n Boots urns 
|} De Alexander | Irene Kaye 
Chippie till | Jerri Vance 
| 6 Jitterbues | Jackson & Nedra 
; Rasvthm Willie | Betty Shayne 
Clrarles [som | Carrie Finnell 
Partello Gl Barbara Mclonald 
Red Saunders Ore Renee Andrie 
| Congress Hotel | Maxine De Shon 
(Glas ss Hat Rm) | Virginia Jones 
lo Ian Ore Millie Wayne 
(Pe rcock Rm) Cecil Von Dell 
loe Veva Margo 
: Jo Ann Carroll 
Kdgewater Bench | oo) Lake Or: 
Hotel fripali 3 
(Beach Watk) ii te , 
Yoda's Theatre-Cafe 
FR ird Fi ver Or 
Dor Dorben Gls |Gypsv Rose Lee 
Herb Foote | W West & McGinty 
| ' e Rola Kola 
Franke’s <asino a Roabins 
| Harnet Ehrlick | Todd Gis 
Rocky Ellsworth iJack Denny Ore 
Club Ball , Cadillac Sextet 
Alan Fielding Ore Harry Dobbs Ore 
Mareva & Gunsett Embassy 
’ shdpes ruled | Geo Clifford 
, eering 
. 7 * Helen Standish 
“ a vith I.os Cucarachas 
, Ann Aclam 
Ben Franklin : ria be rint 
: ( los tee Ore 
{ » gs Ore ( tv lar Ore 
1 ' 
I] ' Evergreen Casino 
. : Rowan T , 
Fenny, the Buam’s P ’ 
. i “ ilie 
\ t | © Lil] n ( 1 
l Wa Mat Jane \l er 
lan Helene Trave 
t lhurnell {Pat Shevlin (ore 
- idys Grant 1523 Locust 
"7 . i 
Lvnne Sheehan Bubbles Shelby 
Emily Saunders 
—— : s 
Carrols | Klaine Block 
Cnariie Games Or Lorraine Rhoda 
14 Carrolloviies | Mickey Dee 
George Wagner | Keller Sis 
Vera Verne Iwas Loverly 
Connie Phillips | Perry from Erie 
I es of Ensemble | Little Caesar 
Mit Stewart {George Sanson 
Lucille Rand Kings of Swing On 
g e - ord ’ 
} & Gordon | Gay 90's Cafe 
Ciub 15 Farl Rowe 
3 Musical Strings skipp Williame 
Motto & Therese Spick & Span 
love i Stone Helen Dorsey 
Cusano’s i oe Flash 
‘hie Williams Or« 
| I.o Ferlano ; : 3 ; 
} Kav Trotter Henri’s 
} Lillian Stewart | seante Rice 
} Joalinny Gilfoyle Tremor & Claire 
John Lueva Dee Rogers 
liarry Smith | Lesky Bros 
Ratph Sanner’s Orc | Jimmy Keogan 
Cadillac Tavern Chas Verne’s Or 
Allen Sterling (H Walton Koof) 
Hienrigue & Adrn Vincent Rizzo (ore 
Kal he srown Felicia 
! ’ I ‘OnA =~ 
I n arnour Girla 





Helen 


Heath 

Beb Russell 

Nino Nani 

Vera Niva 

Louls Morrison 
Peppino & Carmen 
Carlos Campos 
Florence & 
Betty & J Cooper 
Linda Glenn 
Michael Sandina 
Neil Fontaine Ore 


Augusto Sanabia Or 


Hotel Philadelphia 
(Philadelphia Km) 


Jack Millard 
Carlton & Julietto 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Valley & Lynne 
Hayes Watson 

6 Frolicettes 


Hotel Stephan 
Girard 
(Crystal KRoom) 

Slim Gaillard 
George Levin 
Pat Giles 
Jam Session 
Mickey House 
Micky Rogers 
Dynamite Hooker 
Billy Kretchmer 
Teddy Walters 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Irving Braslow'’s Or 
Jimmy Crawford 
Don & Doresse 
Vera McGovern 
Agnes Barry 
Sunny Rae 
Jeannie Van 
Audrey Joyce 
Latimer Club 
Ann Rush 
Mike Ri-<o 
Rarbara 
Jean Rush 
Julie Sherr 
Evelyn Hoyt 
Lido Ventce 
Harry McKay 
Smiles & Smiles 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Buddy Lewis 
The Novelette Gls 
Dan Versee Ore 
Jerry Marcella 
Little Rathskheller 
Stardusters 
Una Cooper 
Ann & Buddy 
Ralph Lewis 
De Lioyd McKay 
Victor Hugo tre 
Manoa Inn 


Ore 
Bradley 


Jack Hitcninson 
Edythe Sallade 
Shandor & Margo 
Nancy Newell 
Marcella Trie 
Tony Edding 
Nowell & Hutch'sor 


| Frank Cuneo Cre 


| 
| Dottie 


|; Warren & 


Mayo's 
Villard 
Virginia l.awler 
(Cam) o 
Taylor 


Toe 
Vie 
Montgomery’s 
Lenny Ross 
Maury Sis 
Bobby Lamp 
Durkin 
Kvans 
Revnolds 
Anna Montgomery 
Fran Caswell 
Penn Fay Ore 


Jale 
Joe 


Park Cusine 
Eddie Weber 
Clair & Arena 
Marj Gainsworth 
Lon Gress Orc 
Old Covered Wagon 
Walter Jeffrey 
Micky Familant 
Palumbo's 


+ Shades of Rhythm 


1D & R Marsnali 
Bill Lee 

Mrovw taun 

Jim Wone Tr 


[ 
Bob Copfer 


Alvarez i 


Howard Keynoids o 
Red Hill inn 
(Pennsauken, N. J.) 
Slapp» 
Laura 
Dotty 
i3 


Swingsters 
ofr 
Pavton 
ie@ppers 

Lou Boyle 

Vivi Austin 

Niles & Joanne 





Neff Bros & Fischer 
| Florence Mor ton 

| Marie Late!ll 

Dee Rogers 


Diane Collier 

;} Sid Raymond 
Dolores 

De Lamars 

Little Van Osborne 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Massa Bobby Lee O 
Davis & Arlette 
Louise Hamilton 
Billy 

4 Black Spots 
Hazel Williams 
Pete Hayes 

School House Ina 
Buck Calhoun 
Jean O'Neil 

Yvonne Kerr 

Betsy Bain 

Lonnie Tittle 
Jimmie Venut! Ore 


Silver Lake Ina 


Marilyn Mayne 
La Roche & Keina 
Colonel Reed 
Alice Lucey 

Frank Hessel Ore 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Pugh Brothers 
Lee Candell 
Tony Lane Trio 
Huro-K'chre 
Beale Boys 
Mariia> ia Trio 
Stamp’s 
George Marchetti! O 
Joyettes 
Stanip's Trie 
Dettie Winters 
Ann Howard 
Helen Barrie 
Helen Jerrico 
Hazel Calloway 
Swan Club 
| Helen Wilson 
Margie Drunimond 
Pen Raymond 
Keller Twins 
2 Lucky Bucks 
Flash Lane 
Anison, Morgan & B 
Princess Tont Sarelli 
Tola Claire 
Henry Patrick's Ore 
Freddy Bernard 
20th Century 
Jimmy Brandown 
4 Men of Rhythm 
Venice Grille 
‘he McKowans 
-olita 
ay Wray 
rddie Thomas 
' Nora Williams 
Bert Lemisch Ore 
} Warwick Hotel 
Ray Morton Ore 
| 
| Weber's Hof Brag 
Camien 








an 


| Jules Flacco Ore 
iCurran Bligh 

Tia Silton 

| Svd Golden 

| Raths'’r Midoradians 
| Mia Miles Trio 


of 


}Cariton 


Monya 
Wilson's 
Jack Lane 
Ronnie Jarris 
Joe Hough 
Kitaros 
Baquet Ore 


Yacht Club 


iyvps 


The 


Geo 


Scarey Gavin 
Loretta & Navarre 
| Jean Rice 

li:ddie Mathews 
‘Mary Navis 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Villuge 


ernice & Parks 


Otto Thuin Ore 
Freddie’a Cafe 
Art Lackey 
Al Schenck 
Kioy Ray 7] 
Hal 


Ore 


Simpson 


Gourmet Club 


(ore 
an 


FE Robinson 
Bill 
Hotel 
Karen Torey 
Louis Cina 
Jac! Miko 
Hotel 
Versatil 
Rob 
liotel 
Paul Px 
lurgare 


Hotel 
Gene 


Lockm 


Allerton 


Carter 
ins 
Opitz 
Cleveland 
ndarvis Orc 
tine 
Fenway 
Eeirw 
Hotel 


Hall 


Ore 


Sterling 


Quinteros 

Lester Chafets 
Hotel Hollenden 

Syl 1 Froos 

Paui Rosini 

| Georges & JoAnn 

Sloan & Gary 


Sorelli 


‘Sammy Watkins Or 

Hotel Statler 
Jose Morand Ore 
Nilda y 


Antonio & Elena 
Catalina Rolon 
| Jack & Eddie's 
Roberts 
Sherman 
tice Ore 


Rubertino, 
| Babe 
| Arlene 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay’s Bar 
Tudy |’ 
Pear! 


reston 
DeLucca 
Club 

D Malvin Or 
Thirty-Seven Club 
Pat Denn 

( nningham Sis 
Jean Deiters 

3 Debs 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac 
(Book ¢ 


err 


Hotel 
asinea) 
undez & 


> ~ 
fob Selle 


Tere'a 
Doroth 
Morria King 
Kcdie Le ] 


Barton 


aaron 


(Motor Bar) 


Jay Coe 
Bowery 


DeSimo 


ie Conga Da 
Bala Banow Ens 

6 Revnelds Skaters 

irbara Parks 

Webb & 
Harvey 
Don At 
Johnny 


Davis 
Stone 
len Dane 


LInR 


1 oy . 
Chas Carlisle 


| Madelon Bs: 


Benny Resh Orc 


Casanova 


Elton & Rita 
Ann Starr 
lee Secrest 


iker 
Glamor Gls 


Lee Walter Ore 
Corktown Tavern 


sroensen 


(Continued 


& Vesters 
Kddie B 


lL.ee 

Andre 

Commodore 

| Jerry Bergen 

Dick Wortington 

| Don & Bette Lynne 

M Wkretlow Line (6) 

Vere Wir lle Or 
Hund's 

3 O14 Timers 

Trio 


Amin 
Don Ore 


Joe, fave 
London Chop House 
Tonia 
Rubs 


Valenti 
Ore 
Morocce 
lav Jason 
Shepherd 
Avon Sis 

Del Ca 
Will Henderson 


Neblolo'’s 
Di Gievannt 
armen 
Carlos & ¢ 
fiuy Gibby 


Leonard Seel 


rtier 


Ore 


on page 
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COLONIAL INN, MIAMI 


Miami, Jan. 22. 
Joe E. Lewis, Sophie Tucker, | 
Harry Richman, Chandra-Kaly | 
ncers, 
Sock (22), Armando Orch 
dinner or $4 minimum, 





(8); $5_ 





In billing his $270,000 Colonial Inn | 
as ‘the greatest event in cafe history’ | 


Ben Marden may not be kidding. It 
seems all of that, and though some of | 
the biggest names in the biz headline | 
the bill, it’s still the room itself that | 
scores top honors. 

Eastman and Clark Robinson have 
done a corking job in designing, 
executing and lighting a setting that 
apparently has no carbon in niteries. 

e spacious dining room is an 
authentic southern colonial ballroom, 
togged out in blue and white trim- 
mings, and white leather upholstery. 
Twinkling stars illuminate a russet 
ceiling supported by slender white 


|ing high entertainment, 


Marianne, Paul Whiteman) back to the feet of another in 


any deficiency in this respect by be- 
It moves at 
good tempo. 

The Whitson Bros.’ acrobatics are | 
socko. Quartet perform their flips 
from the feet of one member on his! 
a 
similar position, sometimes jumping 
through a hoop for variety. These 
are same boys Life mag gave full- | 
page spread to in recent issue. Act 
had ringsiders on edge, fearing boys 
might miss and land in their Creole 
gumbo. Get plenty of palm pound- 
ing from crowd, which wouldn't let 
them go until they contributed en- 
core which was a thriller. 

The DiGatanos are no strangers 
here. . They make a nice appearance 


| and are smooth and graceful, sweep- 


ing through a series of ballroom 
turns and spins «which got nice re- 


sponse. The femme half of team is 
|blonde looker. Estelle Sloan ex- 
| hibits stamina and skill as_ tap 


columns set out from the walls, while | 


a low balcony runs the length of the 
room on both sides. The dance floor, 
which is elevated above the diners, is 
coupled to the apron of a huge band 
shel! with a proscenium arch extend- 
ing to the roof. Entire layout con- 
veys a momentary 
vastness, but it’s almost 
appointments and patriotic decor. It’s 
class without starch, and possibly the 


forerunner of a new vogue in 
atmospheric cafes. 
Revue is tabbed ‘Sand in My 


Shoes,’ but it is virtually the identical 
format, with the exception of the 
Whiteman combo and Marianne, as 
Marden unveiled in his Riviera, 
Englewood, N. J., last summer. Now 
as then, it’s Joe E. Lewis who is in 
the driver’s seat, but both Harry 
Richman and Sophie Tucker have ap- 
parently been wised up, making for a 
sockier combine than _ previously. 
Odd coincidence resulted in Richman 
making initial bow with a bad cold, 
which also marked his Riviera debut. 


Soph still errs in going overboard 


dancer, offering a number of nifty 
routines to get her share of the ap- 
plause. 


Band also provides some_ vocal 


Hotel Nacional, Havana 





Havana, Jan, 15. 
Osvaldo Estivill and Conquista- 
doves Cubanos, Matamoros Septet, 
Gonzalo and Cristina, Lady Ruth 


Ogle Vine, Isa Reyes; $2.25 mini- 
mum, 
The Hote! Nzcional is the capital 


Virtually of Havana’s social life. 
Not only tourisis but the native so- 
cialites start converging on the hos- 
telry from the cocktail hour on. 

Expertly managed by Francis A. 
McKenna, and under Oscar A. de 
Lima’s general management, the Ho- 
tel Nacional de Cuba, to give it its 
full handle, is tied in with the Roger 
Smith hotel chain by virtue of the 
Chase National Bank. Formerly, 
this swank hostelry was allied with 
the Hotel Plaza, N. Y., although by 
the very nature of its standing it 
has an accord with almost any top 
fii'sht U.S. hotel. 


The key room of this deluxe hos- 


, talent. Dorothy Coudray, nifty blonde teiry is the Bajo La Luna room, 
' warbler, works easily, looks good and 


| tone, has nice pipes. 


{tions of Bonnie Baker and 
impression of} Martin, aided by red femme 
instantly | that are nifties. 
disolved by the warmth of the rich | 


sells song well. Lee Bennett, bari- 
Fritz Heilbron. 
trumpeter in crew, does vocal imita- 
Mary | 
vig, ! 
Got nice response. | 
Garber’s music has soft brass, 
smooth reeds, plain drum work and 
a bit of his own violin music, just | 
for effect. The boys render nostalgia 


{just as though they had known it 


| good 


on ribald lyrics, notably “The Older | 


They Are, the Younger They Want 
Them’ and ‘The Bigger the Army and 
Navy. the Better the Loving Will Be.’ 
She does offset her smoker material 
to some extent, though, with socko 
treatment of ‘The Last Time I Saw 
Paris,’ using a reprise written by Ed 
Sullivan. Richman, too, presents an 
odd contrast with his restrained 
straight warbling. It isn’t until he 
hits ‘Uncle Sam Gets Around’—his 
bid for a successor to 

Parade’—that it’s the old 
cane-twirling Richman in the flesh. 
If this transformation is occasioned 
by his cold, it’s understandable, but 
if it’s a preview of the 1941 Richman 
it needs revising. There’s little point 


when it was current. and it sounded 
to an audience presently 
ASCAP-conscious. | 
Garber m.c.s o0.k. and band pro- 
vides excellent background for the 
acts ij addition to playing well for 
hoofing. Liuzza. 


EL CHICO, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 
Ciro Rimac orch (9), Alzira Ca- 
margo, Charlie Boy, Estrellita Pena, 
Chinita, Felipe De Flores. 


Ciro Rimac unit is just what the doc- 


,tor ordered for Jose Sala’s E) Chico. 


‘I Love aj 
strutting, | 
| term 


- - ; | 
now in reversing a b.o. personality to | 


which the customers have been con- 
ditioned. 


Lewis has never been in better 
form. He’s right in there pitching 
with an assortment of sinkers and 


hooks that leave the mob spinning. 
Material has been given an added 
hypo with the injection of a doublet 
of new divpv ditties. one of which, 
‘The H. V. Kaltenborn Blues,’ is a 
wow. 

Supporting 
Chandra-Kaly and 
Devani and Mouni, 
line and Marianne. 
ceedingly graceful danseuse, whose 
single, a whirlwind routine set to 
Ravel's ‘Bolero,’ is outstanding. The 
Chandra-Kaly dancers are fast be- 
coming a standard in Marden revues 
with their seemingly inexhaustible 
repertoire of exotic eastern and 
Latin-American rhythms. As always 
they score heavily. Chester Hale line 
: below par both on looks and hoof- 
ng. 


this triumvirate are 

his dancers. 
a Chester Hale 
Latter is an ex- 


Paul Whiteman is using 22 music- 
Slogists in his new band setup, and 
crossing congarhumba rhythms with 
Buddy Weed’s ultra-modern arrange- 
ments. It’s an innovation for the vet 
maestro and impresses as surefire. 
For outright dansapation this com- 
bination is superior to the band 
Whiteman dissolved when he went 
into semi-retirement, and deserves 
plenty credit for its slick handling of 
a difficult show after less than two 
weeks’ rehearsal. Ann Sutherland’s 
vocals are likewise clicky. Rhumba 
reliefs are capably handled by 
Armando’s Latin combo. Les. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 





New Orleans, Jan. 16. 
Jan Garber Orch, DiGatanos, 
Whitson Brothers, Estelle Sloan, 


Dorothy Coudray, Fritz Heilbron and 
Lee Bennett. 


as a rule, maintains its standard with 
Jan Garber’s versatile crew. Orch 
fits nicely here as customers are as 
concerned over the quality of the 
music as the food and drinks. Doing 
Swing and sweet tunes with equal 
ease, outfit had little trouble keep- 
ing the dance floor crowded on open- 
ing night (16). 

Orch on whole is well balanced, 
mixing Latin melodies, Viennese 
waltzes with sweet stuff and ortho- 


dox swing numbers. Garber baton 
the show well. The layout, while 
modest in quantity, makes up fo! 


It fits the atmosphere perfectly, packs 
plenty of Latin-American enteriain- | 
ment, spiced liberally, and the conga- 
rhumba rhythms are right in the 
groove. Show’s in for four weeks 
with .two additional options over 


same period of time, and it’s practi- 
cally in the bag now to last out full | 
of contract. That’s because 
whole thing is best combo of music 
and revue Sala has had since he 
opened the downstairs spot last Sep- 
tember. 

Rimac outfit has been standard in 
vaude and de luxe film houses for 
years, but is geared just as well into 
a nitery, even better in some re- 
spects. Particularly now, with the 
rhumba craze, he’s a pushover in the 
class Latin spots. A good showman, 
he’s altered the tempo of the enter- 
tainment to conform with ringside 
intimacy end general effect is flashy 
and sparkling. Although there are 
only four acts, all singles and three of 
them doubling on occasion, it looks 
like a big show because Rimac has 
smartly srread it out*without making 
layout look thin. What’s more, he’s 
carrying an extensive wardrobe. his 
people have large repertoires and 
they can change, costumes as well as 
numbers, every few days. That’s un- 
usual for a cafe and subsequently 

rakes Rimac’s an unusual cafe show. 

Rimac is featuring Alzira Camargo, 
another Souse American canary of 
the Carmen Miranda eyes-and-hands 
echool. She’s a replacement for 
Juanita Juarez, who was with unit 
for several seasons and is now front- 
ing a band at Copacabana, N. Y. Gal 
has a good enough voice and the per- 
sonality to make up for any pipes’ 
shortcomings. She uses her orbs. 
hips and body to excellent advantage 
and has the ringsiders eating out of 
her hands halfway through her sev- 


eral numbers. Estrellita Pena’s a 
half-pint pepperpot whose below-the- 
border legmania is high class. That 
zamba she does with Rimac is a 
show-stopper any time. Other femme 
is Chinita. a sexy-looking buxom 


lass who puts plenty of oomph into 
her shaking and clicks best in a f 
acrobatic rhumba with Charlie Boy. 

Also with Rimac show for it 
week in Felipe De Flores, a cor 
Mevican tenor a F 
with the dames. De Flores isn’t w 
the Rimac show, having been booked 
in for month, his termer carrying six 


ast 


Great 


king 
and ae heart-throh 


+h 
ith 


days into unit’s engagement. A\l- 
though a high-class warbler who's 
certain to go places, he doesn’t quite 


—— i fit this type of a show. 
This swank spot, with good shows |! 


1e 


las 


Rimac band is on the nose for tI 
rhumba-conga disciples. Music } 
an insinuating excitement and packs 
plexty of authority. For Pittsburgh’ 


growing Cuban-tempo- craze, _it 
should be a big favorite. Qrch ca 
also dish out an occasional] America! 
tune for that part of the El Chico 
cJientele that hasn’t caught on yet 
but outfit not as forte on that end. 
Incidentally, everybody discour- 
aged Sala when he decided to give 
Pittsburgh a South American atmos- 
phere spot. but he wouldn't listen 
It’s now one of the big clicks of towr 
and just four months old. Cohen. | 


jhas been around 
| Nicollet hotel, 


lete., 


which is aciually an outdoor patio, 
and as the Bajo La Luna tag indi- 
cates, they dine and dance under- 
neath the Cuban moon, 

Show is wisely Cuban in motif, un- 
like the Casino Nacional and San 
Souci gambling casinos, where the 
emphasis is on American talent. 
Idea is that this $14 to $20-a-day 
hostelry (Evropean plan) caters to 
visitors chiefly, and latter don’t want 
to see any road company American 
talent; they come to see something 
native. 

Accordingly, 
Cristina, while from the States, give 
out with Latinesque terps. Gonzalo 
in spots like the 
Minneapolis: Book- 


Cadillac, Detroit; six months 


‘spot since her opening more than a} 


| committed 


week ago, when Proser relieved the 
pressure on the Shuberts, who had | 

themselves for Senorita 
Amaya’s services via importer Sol | 
Hurok. The legit producers were to | 
have paid her $2,500 a week to ap-| 
pear in ‘Crazy House,’ but, on 


| figuring she would be something of a 


| confliction 
| they 


even Gonzalo and 


last } 


summer at the St. Moritz hotel, N.Y., | 


and is a facile showman in 
adapting his whirlwind holds and 
spins to the Cuban metier. Cristina, 
who reminds of Diane (ex-Dario 
and Diane), and Gonzalo, whose lifts 
and holds remind of the Mary Raye 
and Naldi dance style, make for a 
very expert ballroom pair. They 
also conduct a ‘champagne hour’ be- 
tween dinner (9:30) and the midnite 
shows. 

Lady Vine, despite that first 
handle, which is her proper name, 
was long at the Five o’Clock Club, 
popular Miami Beach nitery. 
emcees in English and also handles 
a neat vocal, etc. 

Isa Reyes is a 19-year-old looker, 
who was Miss Spain 1938, a very 
personable photogenique-type terper 
who fills her specialty spot 
Then there are the usual] native Ne- 


sock combo which, while new, is im- 
proving steadily as caught through 


the week. They’re a versatile ag- 
gregation which splits up into a 
typical South American tango unat 
comprising one string bass, four fid- 
dles, piano accordion, guitar and 
piano: or into a_ typical Cuban 
rhum!a unit of two guitars, one 


bongo, one bass violin, maracas and 
clave. It also veers into a typical 
American setup of two pianos, four 
reeds, three trumpets, one trombone, 


string bass, drum, guitar and two 
violins; and lastly also becomes a 
typical Cuban danson orchestra of 
piano, string bass. guiro, violin, flute 
and timbal. They’re on local CMCF 
nightly, that being the top outlet for 
local and shortwave etherizing. The 
relief Matomoros Septet is equally 
facile and versatile. 

Considering the relatively low 
wage standard of native musicians 
even the middle-grade spots can af- 
ford large bands of from 12 to 20 
men without straining the budget. 
Thus. a show like this, including the 
American acts, only represents a 
weekly nut of $2,000. But that 
doesn’t minimize the worth of some 


of these local orchestras, crack teams 


all. who do very well for themselves 
touring the Latin-American countries 
alt iwh immigration a U.S. labor 
restrictions curb them for the 
American market. 

Show is mainly American because 
of the dominantly Cuban patronage 
although the second portion lean 
mor to the native idiom Wher 
Hale bring a refurbished revue 

ext nth to coincide } a 
eg eater influx of Ame! itors, 
emphasis will be on Cuban enter- 
tainment. in order to cater to the 
visitors. Abel. 


BEACHCOMBER, N. Y. 


(16) 
Orch, 


Amaya troupe 
Royal Hawaiian 
ngs Band. 


Carman 
Sacasas 
Michael Lor 


Monte Proser has given the Broad- 
Beachcomber a new hypo via 
Carman Amava, and from manager 
Charles Mercado right down the line 


to the cash register there are plenty 


of smiles. This is Senorita Amaya’: 
first appearance in the U. S. with her 
flamenco dancing. but she obviously 
lds plenty of lure for the Sout 
American and Spanish element in 


been 


She | 


well. | 


gro rhumba_ specialists who are 
changed frequently. 

Esvaldo Estivill and his Cuban 
Conquistadores number 18 men, a 


with Carmen Miranda, 
looked for an out. Proser 
booked her via the William Morris 
office at $1.000 a week and gradu- 
atine splits over the $6,000 and $8.009 
gross marks. An idea of her draw, 
despite the fact that she was com- 
pletely unknown to American audi- 
ences, can be gathered from the fact 
that her take for last week, her first, 
was $1,900. 

Miss Amaya is actually a troupe of 
16, only three of whom, two sisters, 
Antonia and Lenor, and Sabicas, non- | 
relative guitarist. are important to 
the floor show. For one of Senorita 
Amaya’s routines, her father, three 
sisters, three brothers, an uncle and 
two cousins, plus Sabicas, give her 
musical and vocal support, but other- 
wise they are strictly on the payroll. 
Rest of the 16 are none-working 
relotives. 

There hasn't been dancing like 
Miss Amaya’s seen in New York for 
years, if ever. She’s a fiery, spirited | 
flAamencoist, rattling the castinets and 
tapping her feet with amazing speed. | 
It’s apnarently right up the alley of | 
the visiting Spaniards and Latin 
Americans, their applause being al- 
most continuous while she’s dancing. 
It’s also been noted by the Beach- | 
comber management that she’s draw- 
ing an entirely new clientele to the 
zombie spot. 

Sabicas, the guitarist. is also a 
ecrackerjack, but naturally a slow | 
interlude between the flamenco hoof- | 
ing. Sisters Antonia and Lenor also 
do some flamencoing, but it doesn’t | 
rate with the star’s brand. 

_ Senorita Amaya. who is perform- | 
ing on an especially built floor, can 
take some dressing up; also some 
touching up of her facia) makeun) 
ond co'ffure. Tendency of her pitch | 
black tresses to fall over her face 
while dancing is not becoming. 

She’s a standout despite all the! 
handicaps of a cafe setup, which! 
means she should be doubly so in a| 
theatre with production background 
and expert lighting. Her personality 
and blazing black eyes are other 
features definitely on the crecit <ide. | 


Scho. | 


EMPIRE ROOM, CHI 
(PALMER HOUSE) | 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Eddy Howard, Bob Evans, Maurice 
ond Cordoba, Abbott Dancers, Eddy 
Duchin Orch. 
a 
Three topnotch acts and a winning 
orchestra should satisfy both box- 
office and customers to a great ex- 
tent. Two outstanding Chicago 
favorites are here: Eddy Duchin and 
his orchestra have never missed 


in 
this town and have a faithful fol- 
lowing while Eddy Howard is the 


other local winner. 

Duchin fits smartly into this class 
room. Orchestra is clean-cut as al- 
ways, with Duchin, however, stand- 


ing out strongly against the back- 
ground of the music. He has ap-| 
pearance, style and a manner of 


working which is the acme of suave 
showmanship. As always, his work 
at the piano is a topper and his gen- 
eral handling of the orchestra nifty. 

Not only does the Duchin band 
come through with highly effective 
dance music, but backs up the show 
in bang-up fashion. 

Howard is strictly a Chicago prod- 
uct. Graduating from the Dick Jur- 
gens orchestra, with which he first 
established his reputation as a singer, 
he has proved his boxoffice power 
by cracking theatre records on sev- 
eral personal appearances around 
these parts He now has his own 
radio program and here he is head- 


lining the floor show and leaving 
the customers calling for encores, 
Howard is a natural singer of pop 
tune He has appearance that wins 
any audience and pipes which wrap 
themselves niftily around a_ pop 
ballad, having a knack of phrasing 
which brings out the best of a tune 


From burleycue, ventriloquist Bob 


Evans took his most effective ma- 
terial. Is doing the ‘who’s on first?’ 
haseball routine with the male 
dum: and was rocking them here 
when caught Evans errs in ove 
doing the itine, howeve1 It could 
be shortened considerably For the 
rest Evans has some good crossfire 
with the pine and finishes with scme 
satisfactory ventriloquial warbling. 
Class ballroom team is that of 
Maurice and Cordoba. Have ap- 


pearance and classy routines that are 
meat-and-drink for the Empire 
Room addicts. They are strictly for 
the best spots. 

tt Dancers 


A} 4 
0 


Abt remain a clean, 
set of dancing girls; 
audience-natural 0 the 
Dance numbers them- 
however, are nothing out 
linary. Gold. 


* #h¢r11) 7 ie 4 
ou lui JOOKINZ 
in fact 


annearsa 
dat ea ? 


nee 
eives of 
or 


Moe Gale, Inkspots’ manager. 


goes 


to the Coast with them, leaving Feb. 
4. He'll stay five weeks while they 
do film ‘Great American Broadcast’ 


6 


or 20th-Fox. ' 


}one of the Hale zals, does most of 


| roll 


' coring 


Gran Casino Nacional 
(HAVANA) 





Havana, Jan. 18. 


Chester Hale revue presented by 
Gene Castro; features Eddie Pierce 
and Dorothy Roland, Karen Cooper, 
Barbara Perry, 8 Hale Dancers 
(Elaine Russell, Jeanne Carroll, 
Eleanor Holt, Irene Vernon, Bonnie 
Nielsen, Doris Markey, Dora Brant- 
ley, Mary Alice Bighamn) Le Batard 
Bros. orch (15) and Palau Rhumba 
orch (9): $250 minimum. 


Last year Ben Marden, Sam Sal- 
vin, Jack Arkin and that Riviera, 
Englewood, N. J., syndicate ran the 
big Nacional Casino here in collabo- 
ration with Cuban interests on a 
profit-sharing basis, and Marden & 
Co, state they never worked so hard 
and got so little net return for their 
efforts. Then, as now, they had a 
Chester Hale-show. This year Hale 
is back with the same girls he had 
at Marden's Jersey roadhouse, the 
Riviera, but is working for the 100% 
Cuban syndicate which, like most 
all local (as well as Miami) nitery 
ventures, are big family affairs. 

Impresario Gene Castro a’so op- 
erates the San Souci roadhouse and 
gaming casino here; the Havana 
Jockey Club, etc., and while there 
are frequently more musicians and 
waiters in both spots than customers, 
somehow it all comes out all right 
at the wheels, at the baccarat, craps 
and other Lady Fortune pastimes. It 
all depends on the U. S. tourist. 


With the exception of the Ameri- 
can talent, crack musicians command 
$3 per a night (at one class down- 
town Havana cafe a good dance team 
has been known to get $21 double for 
a week’s work), so it’s nothing to see 
bands of 17 or 18 with alternate units 
of eight to 10 men, There’s a mu- 
sicians union, but nothing like the 
AFM for standard of wages. 


In this case LeBatard Bros. num- 
ber 17 with saxophoning Herman 
LeBatard at the helm, three of his 
freres in the ranks and their father, 
a youngish albeit grey-haired gent, 
still giving out with a good hot sec- 
ond trumpet alongside of another 
son who is a crack first horn man. 

Show runs off smoothly sans any 
emcee necessity, as Jeanne Carroll, 


the introductories. Barbara Perry, 
featured with the octet of lookers, 
also does a bit of it also. Miss Car- 
is a California blonde expert 
on solo taps and set with the Shu- 
berts for their ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ if 
they ever do it. 


Pierce and Roland are standard 
ballroomologists with a waltz and 
beguine routine, featuring some un- 
usual shoulder whirls by the rather 
slight Eddie Pierce who handles his 
partner, Dorothy Roland, expertly. 


Karen Cooper, recently at Rain- 
bow Grill, N. Y., has de-‘sophisti- 
cated’ her coiffure, but still sells a 
pop well. ‘Great Day Manana,’ ‘The 
Chant,’ ‘Broadway Rhythm’ and en- 
with ‘Let There Be Love’ 
aren't the best set of songs for her, 
but she sells them well. 


The Hale girls are chiefly blondes 
and auburn-hued, the Latins being 
partial to the non-brunets, althoug 
there are a :‘ouple of dark U. S. 
lookers in the line. They feature the 
inevitable fan number that Hale has 
always been strong for, but it makes 
for a nifty flash. 

There are two shows, midnight 
and 2 a. m., but biz has been poor 
since the New Year's holiday boom 
and frequently only one show suf- 
fices, excepting on weekends or when 
a cruise boat gets in. 

The girls have a neat arrangement 
with the de luxe Hote] Nacional de 
Cuba which puts them up at $12 a 
week in a special wing with private 
terrace, etc. They vet their meals 
50° off, and are quite a click socially 
with the Cuban dandies, although 
it’s peremptory that dates be made 
from the hotel. Transportation be- 
tween the Nacional hotel and the 
Gran Nacional Casino is provided for 


by the management. The girls don't 
mix and can’t make dates from the 
casino Idea is to minimize motor 
zecidents en route back from the 


Casino in the early a. m. hours 
Abel. 


N. Y. Penthouse Bankrupt 

The Inc., New 
York, voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy in the N. Y. federal court 
last week (22), 
$34,962 


club offers to pay 10% 


Penthouse Club, 


filed a 
liabilities at 
$15,409. The 
to unsecured 


listing 

and assets at 
: « , a 

creditors in full on their claims and 


to pay priority creditors in full. 


Among liabities is $5,131 owed in 
taxes, and $7,932 to A. J. Stone, a 
ecured creditor who holds a chattel 
nortgage on the equipment. Other 
creditors include the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, $60; Muzak Corp., $41; 
rent, $7,250. A contract with Rasha 
and Mirko, musictans, at $65 a week 
apiece, has three and a half months 
to £09. 
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pics 
$16,000. 


dipping to aro 
Sunday 


] 


ast week 


way B.0. Improves; ‘Lady in Dark’ 
Big 523,000, 7 Times, Can Do 326, 
¢ SRO 17G, Eileen, $16,700 


seni 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
) (Operetta). 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace Fulton 
week) (CD-938; $3.30). Broad- 
improved in a number of spots 
and, barring bad weather, 
continue through February; 
laugh show has line at box- 
continuously and sells out; 
pproximately $17,000, 

‘Boys and Girls Together,’ 
(17th week) (R-1,160; $4.40). | 
ness here has not been holding | 
to form and, unless attendance 
up, may ego to r soon; 


vay 


hould 


Broad- 


p 


ad 


Martin Beck | 
30). Aiter 
000 began 
with excel- 
should climb 


the 


week) 


‘Cabin 
14i) 


Sky,’ 
(M-1,214; 
und §$ 
performances; 
ent start this 


2 
Ss; —~. 
+2 
Lo, 

\ 


week, 


back to profitable figure. 


{ 
c 


slated to 


‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 44th St. 
R-1,325; $3.30). After being with- 
lrawn following press panning is 


resume Thursday (23) with 


scale reduced and performance re- 


staged, plus cast additions. 
‘Flight to the West,’ Guild (4th | 
week) (D-956; $3.30). Among the 


shows that picked up last week, 
c 
$8,000 


in- 
rease approximating $1.000; around 
level; favorable followup 


comment should help. 


Lyceum 
Claimed to 
r 

winter, 
then 
around 


(123d 
Sunday 
r 

over 


(M-1,405; 
week; 


} 


ful; still 


| 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ | 
(14th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). | 
be turning some profit 
and may last through 
although another show is 
due; Sundays have helped; 
$9,000 again. 
Winter Garden | 
week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Big 
nights figure in keeping run 
evue among best grossers in 
$26,000 last week. 
‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ 
$4.40). Final and 20th 
aitempt to keep show going 
ere or to tour seemingly unsuccess- 
making money; around $20,- 


ight along 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ 


Shubert 


OU0. 


Sonja Henie show at Madison 
Square Garden hurting, business 
here went up 20°, with the count 
around $30,000; Sunday b.o. excel- | 
lent. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (19th 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). One of the 
modest draws which has been op- 
erating to some profit, what with op- 
erating expense pared down: $6,500 
or better; Sundays also help this 
one. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (lst 
week) (M-1,357; $4.40). Newest 
Broadway click; counting three pre- 


views at 


Center (16th 
Instead of 


“It Happens on Ice 
week) (R-3,087; $2.75). 


boxoffice price, first week 


close to $29,000 without midweek 
maiinee; standees since opening las 
Thursday (24); can do $32,000. 


wee 


formances 
years, with 


‘Life With Father,’ 

k) (C-1,005; $3.30). 
but standees in at 
one ol 
gross 


Empire (63d 
In second 
most 
best dri 


aws i) 
approaching 


$18,- 


season, ner- 


500 


paralysis 
days each 
to fairly 


‘Loulsiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
(35th week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Though 
Victor Moore was out of cast all last 
week gross went up and _ takings 
topped $29,000; still one of biggest 
draws on list. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Box (67th week) (C-1,013; 
— er improved and chances of 

ayl ig into spring 4 pe riod look 
oki 1y; went to $12,000: had very good 
Sunday start. 

‘Meet the People,’ 
week) (R-1,000; $3 
pick up, judging 


Music 
$3.30). 








Mansfield 
30). Starting to 
from last week’s 
$12.000 taking another show that 
fares well on Sundays 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (2d 


> 9 


week) (C-1,000;: $3.30) 


(Sth 


Compar 
ely noderate nut make simila 

le ¢ l« a 
taking apparent \ atistactory 


around $7,000; 


expecte 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ B 
k) (CD-991: $3.30). E ent 


( wht public f: 


copacity: quoted at $16.700 ould 


have grossed more but for a party a 


conee ion Yraie. 

‘Old Acquainiance,’ Morosco (Sth 
week) (C-939; $3.30). Played Wash- 
ington Sunday in aid of national 


first three 
keep gross 
estimated 


drive: 
week 


good 


parties 
helping 
levels; 


around $14,000. 


somewhat off at matinees 


(5th week) 
out nightly; 
which are 


‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Sells 


improving; new mu: ical paced at 
better than $22,000. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (13th 
week) (M-1,347: $4.40). Just a matter 


rf 


$52,000 
musical No. 


week } 
again and quoted better 
‘The Doctor’s 
fi 


fh 


with gross exceeding 
along. which gives this 
i rating on list. 
‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (44th 
(C-1,107: $3.30). Perked up 
than $8.500; 
Dilemma’ mentioned 
ir this spot, but may land elsewhere. 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (9th 
ek) (D-1,162; $3.30). Slightly over- 


yf ~=standees, 
richt 


‘oe 


' ing drama that earns 


town; | 


Gracie Fields Gets Record | 
$9,000 in Seattle 1- | 


Seattle, Jan. 28 

Gracie Fields did her bit ina am 
way in Seattle for the British cause, 
appearing at the Music Hall Friday 
night (24) in and sketches. 
Harry Parr 

About 220 loge seats sold at $10 
each, with most of the house at $5. 
So the 2,282-seater, scaled down to 
a few at $1, grossed estimated 
$9,000, a record for ght. 





songs 


seats 
t drama is selling out 
and standees in most times; bettering 
$20,000 and more weekly. 

‘The Cream in the Well,’ Booth (1: 
week) (D-712: $3.30). Looks col 
first week around $4,500; ‘Claudia’ 
booked to follow in probably after 
next week. 

‘Tobacco’ Road,’ Forrest (37\lst 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Playing twice 
on Sundays: such performances help- 
something here, 


estimated, bu one nil 


ay 


$30,200 IN 


but much more on tour. 
REVIVALS 
‘Twelfth ya St. James (9th 
week) (D-1,526; $3.30). Somewhat | 
improved last wee Kk, when the gross | ume 





was are ( $18 YA 12 for S ak ie ° 
was aroun / $18,000; big for Shake | Minneapolis, Jan. 28. 
spearean play: would have gotten | ; , 
more but for snowy Friday. | Playing Madison, St. Paul and here, 
‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (15th week) Lunt and Fontanne, in ‘There Shall | 
.\C-1.064; $3.30). Ticket sale for re-| Be No Night,’ had their biggest single 
val now extends to mid-March; | week of the season to date, grabbing 
takings close to $8,000 again; makesja terrific estimated $30,200 for nine 
fairly good profit at that figure. performances. 
: — sie In Madison for two nights and 
matinee (20-21), show took approxi- 
mately $3,900. A single night (22) in 


St. Paul brought around $4,400. 
Scaled at $3.30 top in the 2,200-seat 
Lyceum here, the attraction pulled 
complete capacity at each of the four 
performances (23-25), turning hun- 


Rhapsody Folds 
° " . b] 
In Philly: Jones pose - away, and finished with stu- 
| Saeaed, She od Mee nce oars 
NS.G. at 38,000 


sellout a fortnight before the show 
Philadelphia, Jan. 28. 


reached town. 
A quick fold of Lew Leslie’s new 





Biggest previous week for the 
‘Night’ show was a six-day split be- 
tween Toronto and Ottawa, hitting 
$29 000 


edition of ‘Rhapsody in Black’ after | ‘Pyg’ $4,700, #4 ol 
one week at the Erlanger gives Kansas City. Jan. 28. 
Philly only two legit houses open Ruth Chatterto and company 
this week instead of the expected | made a one-day stand in the Music 
three. and one of those two—the | Hall playing George Bernard Shaw's 
Forrest—has the San Carlo Opera ‘Pygmalion’ in two performances 
Company as its tenant. This leaves Saturday (25). Show ran into most 
William Sarovan’s ‘Time of Your! severe weather of the season, but. | 
Life’ at the Locust as the single despite the snow, ran up a take of 
actual legiter. Eddie Dowling vehicle $4,700. Scale was $2.80 for the eve 
is in for two weeks on ATS sub- and $2.24 for the matinee. 
scription. ‘As You Desire Me,’ which opened 
Philip Barry’s ‘Liberty Jones’ at the Resident theatre Monday (27) 
didn’t fare very well in its stay at! for a two-week run with Rose Kane 
the Forrest. Second and final week , as guest star, will be the only legit in 
ending Saturday saw only estimated town until late in February. Clifton 


$8,000, and a 
subscription. 


‘Rhapsody’ 


good part of that was nto the Music 


‘Man Who Came to 


three beginning 


Webb company come 
Hall to play 
Dinner’ for 


fold was sudden but not days 


; ie 
unexpected. Week's gross, with! Feb. 27 
| plenty of cut-rating, was only around | ~ 


estimated 


$5,500. | 





Davies was accompanist. 





-LUNTS TERRIFIC 








‘has plaved to more than 100.000 per- 


Inside Stuff—Legit z 


Chi Legit Down to 4 Shows, But All 
OK; DuBarry, S24, 000, ‘Pins,’ 815¢ 


Chicago, Jan. 28 
Legit list drops to its lowest in 
months, with four shows operating 





Income Tax Help 





The Internal Revenue Section Both the Selwyn and Harris are 
of the United States Treasury now dark, the latter shuttering Sat- 
has again assigned special in urday (25) with the removal of 
c Anas >. « aain 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ following a 
two-week return date in town. Show 
|goes on the road, heading for the 
east and finale. 

Back for its periodic visit to eart} 


al 
is ‘Blossom Time,’ and the current 


come tax experts to the VARIETY 
office, 154 West 46th street, New 
York, to assist members of the 
entertainment professions in fil- 
ing their income tax returns. 








Government men_ will be nt a 7 a oe 
ery" ‘ - a Oy A vitality o is piece. urned in 4 
available during regular business fine gross on its short session last 
hours Starting Feb. 3 and con- | week and looks for a bang-up take 
tinuing until March 15. There | currently. 
is, of course, no charge for the At the Erlanger ‘DuBarry Was a 
assistance, 'Lady’ continues to sell out night 
oe after night. Also hot is ‘Pins and 
| Needles, which is demonstrating 
. e > |what can be done with a $1 top 
him item in this town. ‘Life With 
3 Father’ is practically at its tirst-year 


mark and is showing up each week 


with a walloping profit. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blossom Time,’ Grand (ist week) 


Despite Hubs — 


(1,200; $2.75). On five-day initial 
e week turned in $11,000, selling out 
the final three shows of the week. 
ll 1ZZ a S Will be here for a short but good 
9 stay, according to indications. 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Erlanger 
| (Sth week) (1,400; $3.30). Nothing 

lic i — nt nf hie . asics 
Boston, Jan. 28. is interfering with this solid smash, 
P , ; he te . running to sellouts steadily and 

The Male Animal’ and ‘Life With ooo Oe cog iy 
: , / again got $24,000. 

| Father’ ran about neck and neck last : ehh A ee ie 
| week. Former stays one more week, |_ a in Retirement Rane Pa 
|while ‘Father’ this week breaks the Sees) Pintcned greatest oe ; y, 
7-we record formerly held by | ?*:'' - i 
17-week run rec ; >. | turn stand and fourth week in Chi- 


‘Three Men on a Horse,’ set five years 
ago. This marathon show has already 
grossed close to $250,000 here and 


cago this season with $9,500. 

shuttered Saturday (25) 
‘Life With Father,’ 

(48th week) (1,200; $2.75). 


House 


Blackstone 


sons. Every week has been in the Close to 


| black, including pre-Christmas week. capacity, and brilliant as it readies 
| ‘Philadelphia Story,’ dated for Feb. |for first anniversary celebration, get- 
3 at the Colonial. has built up a big | ting $14,800 last week, | ; 
advance sale. and there is now talk ‘Pins and Needles, Studebaker 
that run will be extended beyond | (6th week) (1,200; $1). Practicalls 
originally planned single week if sell-outs every night and here far 
Katharine Hepburn has no binding some time to come at $8,500. 
film commitments. ‘Story’ ends road a 
run here. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Male Animal,’ Wilbur (1st 

wk) (1,227: $2.75) —Gleefully wel- a 


comed by press, and might have done 
better than $15,000 without flu and | 
blizzard handicaps. One more week. | 

‘Life With Father,’ Civic Repertory 
(17th wk) (965 2.75). — Despite 
about 400 ducats dealt out to press 
last Monday night (20) as gratitude 
gesture, capacity trade built up 
week’s tallv to around $14,500. This} 
could go on into March, according to 
nresent draft, with ‘last weeks’ sign 
out, 


OFF SHUBERT 
TERMS 


While most of the successful musi- 
cals are spotted in Shubert theatres, 
is quite evident that the straight 


ow clicks are currently tenanting 
BRIDGEPORT AGAIN independent houses. Indicated that 
: - those hits were able to get better 
R AN writ icing terms, although guarantees are sel- 
EGULAR LEGIT STA’ D Although | tn ‘re is a multiplicity of persons who have hunks of ‘Arsenic dom required, especially from 1OSe 
: = and Old L: Fuiton, N Y., the preponderant interest is held by Howard Shows which are well regarded. 
ee cee ae Sener ey ore Lindsay and Ru sel C-ouse A few of the pieces are almost icrosecopiec, There is littl doubt that the indie 
sci EAE tag i gl godt One investor being informed three-quarters of one percent could be had, | Managers prefer bookings with un- 
his. : Pes 2 a ; lecit road " ". Other shares are even le s, While a few shares are five percent. affiliated hou e operator 
= 1 sae Sa ieee ' (1) gers is vi The 21 who are in on ‘Lace’ have formed a sort of club, called the First dramatic standout this season 
ee We ee a ‘Elderberry Holdir 9 and Backers Association.’ They intend having — fi he Corn Is Green’ at he | - 
cadens Sines. Cade tn Hie bt We meetings principal y to gloat over possible profits. Each is also per- tional, operated by management " D- 
+ ag tag Os ah al ag mitted to visit Lindsay and Crouse office to look at the boxoffice state- resenting a bank. I reviously MsCorge 
: " we . os . ments There are too many of ’em to send out individual boxoffice Washington Slept Here’ went into the 
single pes tOrmance at the recently- results. Lyceum, owned by Sam H. Harris 
completed Klein Memorial . audi- re and others. More recent socko 
wnsor ae A R: jr As lowe a seglarnee 4 of Joe Pennei in I hiladelphia recently, are wound up the chorus may Lace,’ Fulton, and ‘My Sister Ei vein 
annted aknidinaiinakie ee ts ian. ryeewee some addit onal pay which would help them liquidate their hotel Biltmore. Latter house is operated 
‘a Fan Shan 8 . , obligations which the abrupt folding caused. No actual claims were by Warners and George Abbott, 
= mntrolled United Booking Of- fjeq against Lou Brown and Ray Henderson, but they were receptive to former theatre being under ba 
ogy Rea ea ee _ Qivwtiren Dn from Equity “0: in ong the ensemble people should SORES. Fulton was taken ul der a 
industrial area, Bridgeport is the geek vee ans pnts a called _ ed the contracts provision four walls deal for six week 7 whic 
ie of & wher of Dambrie ney Whe gem — BORE vould probably reli sht on tour was discounted. ! sald to have been extended 
: 2 . ; Vhen the sho ciosed ti ett were ordered hauled to a lot to be definitels ‘Life With Father, la 
munitions, armaments raft. 1, ed “eetntse comedy standet +1 + 4) 
ythe \ mate It E 
} Ire he n » fee] the effect In 1 ‘ ‘ ‘ : . o Seni ; : a 
: I + co f imatics at the Collge of the Citv of Ne York. Jacob Only uccess ft c ‘ 3 
I ( ed wove! nment pel in A. Weise ill explain the technique of putting on ylav ’ Y le S bert house Old Acquai i 
Be | e the W ool ecott date. othe: manner’. Referenc ; to ock showings at Long Beach, L. L. last m Moro . thor 1 th 0 
eee a fo t spr _ ude mer, when the oven-ai ) Z plat was used on hts when there cla lied with the leade M = 
Flora Rob rigs [ es I Re ah were no fi2} ‘4, ( re se ao the four side of the ‘ri obs ent musi ] hit for Shub { — 
ent A Al ss nt-Ly1 I Laugt ime ed oO uccessive 1 hts ar it \ ; decided to 1 Pal Jo B rymol | A 
tanne Shall Be No Night.’ ; 's 
: . So O1 yhow, because the cast had tobe pai An actor ,agement’s theatres are hou 
Val is othe hows are also being went on u ro yrvella hile an actress used newspapers to cover her of the four top musical gros 
SOU head. ‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th Street; ‘Louisi 
—_—— Purchase,’ Imperial, and ‘Hel! 
Thoda Cocroft’s Book When Dudley Clements was forced out of ‘The Man Who Came To i Winter Garden, ‘Lad 
Chicago, Jan. 28. anner, Music B rN, N. Y., he started worrying about his job when on the the Dark,’ latest of the musical hits, 
Thoda Cocroft, veteran legit pres — But the show’s producer, Sam H. Harris, heard about it sending is at the Alvin, indie house. 
agit: 3 the actor a message not to worry and that his salary would continue as ee Te a 
agent and Chicago rep for the Thea- long as he was incavacitated 
z m - g aS 1nCat l ( | 
tre Guild and American Theatre S»)- Clements was under treatment for several weeks, | ri ‘etur od rs 
ciety. has just hit the stands with a ‘Bie iene “eel : rs s a Tas Sehicned te D t 7G C 
ees Ai ee ; the cast. His part was filled by Harold Wolfe, show’s stage manager an e In Incy 
new book, ‘Great Names and How ae = iii 
y } Minde’* rhlic = 
etl Are Made. published by Room at the offices of Equity where the ceuncil meetings are held is Cincinnati, Jan. 28 
aca = being refurbished after being virtually untouched for 16 years. New car- , ais _ 
It's a non-fiction book about stars pets will be laid. room will be repainted and new lighting fixtures i roe ge Se eee mow srw Serr: 0 
of the stage, publicity, theatre busi- | alle : ii S = ees n- mately $7,000 last_week in the 1 100- 
ness and the road. ' seat Cox &t $1.65 top. It was fils 


| Equity has been 
| but the council 


operating under 


an 
room looked so drab that it was decided to brighten it up. 


economy program for some time,’ initial Cincy engagement and on the 


; - profitable side. 
TIME er _ Sleniiees Cox has Clifton Webb in aa 
oronto, Jan. 28. ; ee: . : , . rw ame i ‘ i reek al 
“Time of Your Life’ with Eddi After the premiere of ‘Lady in the Dark’ at the Alvin, N. Y, first- Who Came to Dinner ee ba se 
; OUI site, . ‘ i roy Miwarted wl een . 2.4% Ste g ab. 2 1€ 
Dowling and Julie Havd lid a fair nighters were diverted when reaching the pavement by a blind accordion- $2.75 top. Starting — +h Billy 
owllng and Julie Hayaon, did a fa ist playing the finale number of the show. ‘My Shi ; ‘Hellzapoppin road show, with Bully 
$11.000 at the Royal Alexandra here. wn ctas ‘hn os ee pe piemagane Be: . . a — Just how he House and Eddie Garr, tenants the 
but business snotty at the 1.461-seater secured the melody no one around t 1e theatre seemed to know. He was.9500-seat Taft auditorium itor 8 

because of stormy weather. ; rewarded by coins from the ‘Lady’ audience. 


i week, 
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Sundays Shows Prove of Material 


Help to Some 


Most of Broadway's leading shows 
have veered away from Sundays, but 
it is fairly definite that such 
formances are helping the 
which do play then. 


per- | 
shows | 
Possibility that | 


Broadway Legiters 


REOPENING OF ‘HEAT’ 
UNUSUAL FOR A FLOP 





Sundays would prolong engagements | 


was the reason that Equity withdrew 
its original opposition, assenting 
that if that was the result its mem- 
bers would benefit. 

Equity leaders were miffed that 
more shows are not trying the Sab- 
bath test, but more recently it be- 
came clear that in-betweeners which 
were on the verge of closing are 
staying on, with business drawn on 
Sundays credited. Average number 
of shows playing Sundays has been 
eight, or about one-third of the total. 
Some Have had long runs and the 
attendance drawn indicates that Sun- 
day audiences are principally people 
who cannot attend the theatre on 
any other evening. 

Past two Sundays were watched 
and when material increases were 
registered it was figured that the 
idea was becoming popular. Sunday 
(19) of last week the jump in takings 
was 24% 
the first day, that applying to all 
shows played with one exception, 
and in latter instance the takings 
were but slightly less. 
(26) was rather in and out as to 
attendance. There was a 6% drop 
from other Sundays, attributable to 
snow on the roadways. 


‘Cabin’ Benefited 


But the latest to join the Sunday 
list, ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ colored musi- 
cal at the Beck, tends to uphold the 
contention that such performances 
will help shows evidently approach- 
ing the end of the New York dates. 
There was a matinee and night, total 
on the day exceecing $3.600. Mon- 
day evening and Wednesday matinee 
were dropped, because the 
has been off at those times. Weekly 
gross had dropped to $13,000 but with 
the strong Sunday start takings 
should jump considerably over that 
level this week. 

With the addition of ‘Cabin,’ there 
are now four musicals on Sunday, 
others being ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter 
Garden, ‘It Happens On Ice,’ Center, 
and ‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield. 
Latter show has been getting $2,000 
on Sundays, while ‘Hellz’ and ‘Ice’ 
continue to be the top money draw 
on that evening. Except ‘Ice,’ all are 
$3.30 top, none of the $4.40 leaders 
having tried Sundays as yet. The 
rink revue never deviates from its 
$2.75 top scale. It drew $3.800 Sun- 
day evening with about the same 
for ‘Hellz.’ 

Among the shows claimed continu- 


ing because of Sundays are ‘Johnny | 


Belinda,’ Longacre, ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
Forrest, which has been advertising 
iast weeks’ since early fall and 


which plays matinee and night on 
the Sabbath, and ‘Separate Rooms,’ 
Plymouth. It is the biggest night of 
the week for ‘Ice,’ first show which 
played Sunday from the start. 


No Replacement Found 
For Jolson, Still Til, So 
‘Hats’ Will Fold Feb. 1 


Despite efforts to secure a name to 
replace 


Al Jolson in ‘Hold On to 
Your Hats.’ the show will close at the 
Shubert, N. Y., Saturday (1) as an- 
nounced There was some doubt ex- 
pressed if anyone could successfully 
follow Jolson in ‘Hats,’ but other 


opinion was that a front-line come- 
dian might turn the trick. 

Eddie Cantor and George Jessel 
were sought to replace him. Former 


is said to have rejected the idea, but 
Jessel may have been willing to step 
in. Latter came from Florida last 
Saturday (25) to act as toastmaster 
at a banquet and talked to Jolson 
about replacing him in ‘Hats,’ but 
the closing was again stated to be 
definite. 

Jolson was in worse condition than 
generally believed and when _ the 
show laid off for a week after New 
Year's his illness was diagnosed as 
incipient pneumonia. Had he fol- 
lowed the doctor’s advice to rest a 
second week, star might have fully 
recovered. Late last week, after a 
chest congestion had cleared up, a 
Cyst was removed from the roof of 
his mouth. That and dental trouble 
kept him from being able to eat solid 
food and he played under difficulty 
on Saturday. Jolson felt that he did 
53) 


(Continued on page 


over previous showings on | 


Past Sunday | 


musical | 


One of the most unusual experi- 
ments, that of reopening a musical 
show that was panned and yanked, 
| will be tried with the resumption of 
‘Crazy with the Heat.’ Revue which 
stopped at the 44th Street, N. Y., 
after seven performances, is slated to 
relight there tomorrow night (Thurs- 
day) at $3.30 top. It opened at $4.40. 


Kurt Kaszner, young Viennese 
who produced ‘Heat,’ stepped aside 


| after the show went into the red for | 


/a young fortune. Ed Sullivan, who 
formed a coterie and raised $20,000 
to reopen the show, inserted a num- 
ber of new sketches. Five new spe- 
cialty turns and players have been 
added te the cast. Helping in re-di- 
recting ‘Heat’ are Lew Brown and 
Ray Henderson, former’s sketches 
being among the new material, some 
of which comes from Bugs Baer. 


The cast has taken salary cuts and 
the re-engagement is guaranteed for 
at least two weeks. Willie Howard 
|and Louella Gear continue to head 
ithe players. Luba Rostova, ballet 
dancer, 
out, latter’s part being taken by 
Mark Plant, a newcomer. Added, too, 
| are Mary Raye and Naldi, Diosa Cos- 
| tello, Tip, Tap and Toe and Carlos 
Ramirez. Understood that while the 
‘company took a cut the salary list 
will hardly be reduced in total be- 


' cause of the new people in the show. | 


Financial arrangements are that 
Kaszner is to receive a percentage 
of profits, after Sullivan’s group are 


repaid their investment, if and when. | 


Critics are being asked to cover the 
show again, resumption of ‘Heat’ be- 
ing the only addition to the show list 
this week. 


Ticket Situation 
Cues Met Opera's 
Hub Theatre Shift 


| 


| 


Boston. Jan. 28. 
Metropolitan Opera will shift from 
the Opera House (Shubert owned) 
to the Metropolitan (M. 
house) here this season because of & 
ticket situation which caused fric- 


tion last year, according to reliable | 


trade talk. Local opera association 
balked at a clause In this year's 
proffered contract on the Opera 


House which would have placed most 
of the available seats in the hands 
of the Herrick (Shubert controlled) 
| ticket agency. Last year the Opera 
| Association declared Herrick's out of 
the picture and sold tickets in ad- 
vance from thefr own office. The 
|ducats were not taken into the Opera 
House boxoffice unt the series 
opened. 

A political movement is afoot to 
have the City of Boston acquire 
ownership of the Opera House, and 
a decision, one way or the other, is 
expected on this civic angle before 
Met company books in next 
year. Also rumored that Paul Mul- 
1s, local restaurateur, is toying with 
] cut- 
ave- 


+ 
the 


idea of installing a big-time, 


price nitery in the Huntington 
‘ ffe 
nue aria offe 
z 


not yet 


but rental 


stand, 
4 
t 


ttrantix 
atiractive 


Treasurers Benefit 


The Treasurers Club will hold its 
annual benefit in the grand ballroom 
of the Waldorf Astoria, New York, 
April 13. It will the first time that 
the organization of the boxoffice peo- 
ple has deviated from using a theatre 
for the affair, which will be in aid 
of the sick and burial fund. 

Waldorf event will consist of a 
show with dancing to follow. 
Tickets will be $2.50, price being 
less than the top formerly charged. 

CARL REED BANKRUPT 

Carl D. Reed, theatrical and liter- 
ary agent presently unemployed 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 


ruptcy in the N. Y. federal gourt 
last week listing no assets and lia- 
bilities of $38,693. 

During 1939 and 1940 Reed earned 


jonly $600 yearly. 


and Richard Kollmar are | 


& P. film | 


rs are 


English Writer Narrowly 
Misses Burnup in N. Y. 


Fred Thompson, English author of 
books for a number of musical shows 


over here, narrowly escaped serious | 


|injury when he fell asleep with aj} 


lighted cigaret in his hands last) 
Thursday (23). Thompson was in his 
room in a midtown N. Y. hotel when 
he dozed off. The ciraget dropped 
in the fold of an overstuffed chair 
and a smoldering fire started. 

Although his clothes and his chair 
were burned, the writer was not 
injured. Guests smelled smoke and 
when his room was entered Thomp- 
son was still asleep. 

He is among a number of English 
playwrights in New York for the 
duration of the war. With Guy Bol- 
ton he has been assigned to write a 
new book for ‘She Had to Say Yes,’ 
costly musical show put on by Den- | 
nis King. Original book by two 
former Yale men will be discarded, | 
| it is understood. Show was financed 
by Alexis Thompson, principally to 
establish his college pals in show 
business. 


‘La.’ B. 0. Jumps $2,000 
Despite Moore’s Illness; 


Other Grippe Casualties 





| Victor Moore did not return to the 
, cast of ‘Louisiana Purchase’ until | 
| Monday (27) at the Imperial, N. Y., | 
but though he was out of the cast all | 
| last week business jumped, to the 
| surprise of Broadway. William Gax- 
ton, who co-stars with Moore, is 
credited with holding down refunds. 
He made an ingratiating speech at 
each performance, explaining that | 
while the comedian was ready to ap- 
pear, the cast felt he should first fully 
recover from the grippe. Will H. 
Philbrick, who replaced Moore and 
the latter’s pal for 25 years, won| 
plaudits at each performance. Gross 
last week was around $29,000—$2,600 
better than the previous week. 

Tony De Marco, who was out of 
‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst, last week, also was ill with 
grippe. Pau] Haakon filled in as 
dance partner to Renee. Jane Pick- 
ens was also out of this show because 


| Guild. 
| formed once, 


‘40-41 Legit Production Thus Far 
No Better Than Last Yr.'s All-Time 


Low; Only 43 





EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE 


READYING THREE PLAYS 


The Experimental Theatre has 
been incorporated after some delay 
and three new plays will be pre- 
sented within the next few weeks, 
with another trio to follow, along 
the lines set forth in an agreement 
between Equity and the Dramatists 
Each script will be per- 
without ‘scenery, as 
showcase for legit producers. If the 
plays are accepted by them within 





a period of six months, players ap- | 
per- | 


pearing in the experimental 
formances will participate in profits, 


|through ET, which will get a per- 


centage. 

Antoinette Perry is president of 
ET, George Sklar, vice-president, 
Clifford Goldsmith, secretary, and 


Winifred Lenihan, treasurer. Outfit 


' was to have had a prefix of ‘national,’ 


but that was dropped because an- 
other organization had been simi- 


| larly incorporated. 





New Bill Would 
Ease N.Y. Stage 
Dates for Kids 


Albany, Jan. 28. 
Assemblyman Harold Erhlich, Buf- 
falo Republican, introduced yester- 
day (Tuesday), a bill liberalizing re- 
strictions on employment of children 
under 16 in show business. Idea is 


to have one statute uniformly en- 
| forced. 
Enforcement now in Buffalo, for 


of a similar illness, her sister Patti | 


subbing. 





Sally MecMorrow’s Op 
Takes Her Out of ‘Dinner’ 


London, Ont., Jan. 28. 

Undergoing an emergency appen- 
dicitis operation in St. Joseph’s hos- 
pital here, a few hours after she 
|arrived in this city to play the 
Grand theatre. Sally McMorrow, 
leading lady with ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ company, is re- 
ported in favorable condition by 
hospital officials. 

Her role in the play was taken by 
Louise Buckley. 


Phyllis Avery missed three per- 
formances in ‘Charley's Aunt,’ at the 
Cort, N. Y., last week because of flu. 
Mary Frances Heflin substituted. 


instance, is so strict that a number 
of stage shows, including ‘Life With 
Father’ and ‘Philadelphia Story,’ 
have skipped the city. 
provides that with written approval 
by board of education, employment 


of kids on stage would be permis- | 


sible when school authorities believe 


it will not be harmful to their wel-; 


fare or proper edueation. Applica- 
tion for consent to the licensing au- 
thority would be mandatory 72 hours 
before proposed performance. 

Bill also permits juves’ appear- 
ance on amateur radio broadcasts 


when originating in studios for not! 


more than one hour weekly without 
permit. For commercial broadcasts, 
consent must be obtained. 

Carnegie Chamber Music Hall, 
N. Y., previously, used for intimate 
music recitals, has been enlarged 
and altered to accommodate dance 
programs. Tashamira gives the first 


| terp performance there Feb. 7 


Expect No Hostilities 


Between AGMA 


And Petrillo Till Final Court Decision 


No actual hostilities between the 


rican Guild of Musical Artists 
n Federation of Mu- 
for some time 


siclans is expected 


despite last week’s dismissal of the 
former group's 
nst the James C u 
While AGMA’s attorneys, Henry 
Jaffe and Sidney Cohn, are readying 
an appeal to the highest court in the 
state, the Court of Appeals at Al- 


Injunction action 


Petrillo nion. 





bany, Petrillo has indicated from 
Miami that he doesn't intend ‘to 
pounce on’ the AGMA artists until 


the issue is clarified in the courts, 
AGMA had intended to go ahead 
in N.Y. supreme court with the trial 
of its application for a permanent in- 
junction against the AFM 
Petrillo, but last week’s decision by 
the Appelate Division 
complaint as well as denied a tem- 
porary restraining order. Unless 
Lawrence Tibbett organization is 
able to get a favorable verdict from 
the Court of Appeals, its legal efforts 
to block Petrillo appear to be ended 


} Meanwhile, AGMA is continulr 


and 


dismissed its 


the 


‘a battle. 


its preparations for a battle if and 


when Petrillo attempts to take ove! 


the instrumental solists, as he moved 
to do last summer. If Petrillo trie 
to carry out his threat of barring 
from radio, films, records and other 
fields any instrumentalists who re- 
fuse to resign from AGMA and join 
the AFM, as he has demanded, an 
outright jurisdictional fight will 


probaby ensue. 

In that case, AFM musicians might 
be ordered not to appear with 
AGMA members. Most of the lead- 
ing instrumentalists are mem- 
bers of the American Federation of 


also 


Radio Artists (of which Tibbett is 
president, also), it would likely be 
drawn into the struggle. Thus the 
radio, concert, opera and possibly 
the film, legit and vaudeville field: 
would be tied up. AGMA ieadcer 
continue to show confidence of 


be- 
able to defeat Petrillo in such 
And since the dispute first 
arose last summer, the AGMA m 
bership has become solid in its de- 


A 
termination not to give in to AFM 
demands, 


ing 


Ehrlich’s bill | 


s 


New Presentations 


Productively the season of 1939-40 
went into the records as reaching the 
low water mark on Broadway. There 
were 74 new shows produced last 
season as against 80 the previous 
year. With the mid-season mark for 
1940-41 reached theer is not much 
difference in the number of presen- 
tations made. Including ‘Lady in the 
Dark’ (Alvin), which arrived Thurs- 
day (22), there have been 43 arrivals, 
as against 46 for the corresponding 
period last season. 

With revivals included, the count 
this season would have topped that 
mark by one. There were no re- 
vivals during the first half of last 
season. But for the demise of a 
number of productions during try- 
out which were aimed for Broad- 
way, the current season would prove 
to be more active. 

The influx of better shows in the 
past month or so resulted in the 
registering of about the same aver- 
age number of successes, but the 
main disappointment has been in- 
activity of Hollywood in Broadway 
participation. The amended prto- 
visions covering picture-backed shows 
are still not satisfactory to the film 
end and the measure of participation 
| in production is quite limited. 

Pix Coin in Only 3 Shows 
So far picture money has figured 
in only three shows. Last season 
|when there were motions that the 
| gentlemen’s agreement between Hol- 
lywood firms to keep away from legit 
was about washing up, Warners 
financed half a dozen productions, 
This season that firm stopped after 
putting om one. Stated by people 
in Warners that the principal reason 
for holding off is the changed con- 
tract. Dramatists Guild thought the 
amended one was acceptable and re- 
cently stated that the reason the sit- 
uation has not been clarified is that 
every time the regulations were 
thought to be okay, new objections 
or suggestions were made by at- 
torneys for the film companies. 

Whether there will be revived pro- 
duction activity during the balance 
of the season is not definite. There 
| was a rash of musicals, but four 
crashed speedily and the outlook in 
that direction is dim. Two which 
never came to town are spring possi- 
bilities, while another (‘Crazy With 
the Heat’) is relighting tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the 44th Street with a 
number of changes. There are no 
other openings this week. During 
February up to a dozen newcomers 
are in sight, starting next week with 
three arrivals—‘Tanyard Street,’ 
| Little; ‘Liberty Jones,’ Shubert; and 
‘Boudoir,’ Golden. There are pre- 
mieres carded for March, but bal- 
ance of the season appears to be 
speculative as to production. 





Folding of 5 Musicals, 
With 1,600 Jobs Lost, 
Hard Blow to Chorines 


Abr upt 
show 


collapse of five musical 


recently, on Broadway and off, 


has heightened the unemployment 
tuation in Equity and its chorus 
branch. Estimated that the number 
of people thrown out of jobs is around 
1,000, inclusive of stagehands and 
ans One of the casualties 
(‘Crazy With the Heat,” 44th Street, 
N. Y.) is resuming, but the status of 
the others is doubtful, three being 
definitely in the discard. 
In professional circles it is believed 
that there never was as many major 
flops within a short period. The 


hutting down of ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats’ at the Shubert Feb. 1 will make 
the job situation the more acute. The 
other closings were ‘All in Fun,’ 
‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen,’ ‘Night of Love,’ 
‘She Had to Say Yes’ and ‘Yokel 
30y,” latter’s tour being clipped after 
two weeks through the death of Joe 
Penner. 

While a number of principals who 
were in the foldings are wondering 
vhen another engagement will come 

ng, the chorines appear to be 
affected. Large percentage of 

chorus was back in their Equity 
ies, and with some of that money 
‘ted the opening of the 

is, there was little chance for 
ensembie people to put any coin 


ore 


upon 
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Oth Actors Fund Benefit a Tribute 
To Daniel Frohman, But Slow Show 


By JACK PULASKI 


Annual (59th) benefit performance 
for the Actors Fund was held at the 
Imperial Sunday (26) evening and, 
in light of the recent passing of its 
president, Daniel Frohman, the 
event was in tribute to his long serv- 
ice to the outstanding actors’ chari- 
table organization. There were a 
number of addresses rightfully in 
praise of his long service, but the 
point was over-emphasized. Im- 
pression was that some of the com- 
ment anent Frohman was to fill in 
stage waits, but most of the speakers 
were programmed and they showed 
up, while a number of performers 
did not. 

Walter Vincent, acting head of the 
Fund, referred to Frohman as a 
‘great humanitarian.’ He said dur- 
ing the last year of his life Frohman 
dreamed that the Fund would attract 
100,000 associate members and ap- 
pealed for such participation for the 
first time. Channing Pollock made 
the most stirring address Otis 
Skinner was polished in a brief talk 
Fannie Hurst, a close friend of Froh- 
man’s, spoke, as did Donald Brian 


and Tavlor Holmes. Latter were 
m.c.’s, particularly Holmes. Monty 
Woolley acted in a similar capacity, 


while five others slated to introduce 
the acts were not in evidence. 

House did not sell out, but for 
the first time the Fund was opposed 
by other Sunday performances. At 
the boxoffice the takings were $1,- 
75 and in addition there were sub- 
scription tickets amounting to about 
7,000. Claimed that the takings 
were within $100 of last year’s bene- 
fit show. Amount netted by the 
program was not figured. 

Turns from hotel cafes and night 
clubs did more to make up the show 


than the legit or other flelds. Either 
the talent came late, or it was 
spotted inadvisably. No less than 


eight dance specialty turns or 
were in evidence, and some were 
too closely bunched There were 
similarity in acts too, not inf 
at benefits 
Fast Start, Slow Ending 
Show started out like it would be 


teams 


requent 


something for the record, then 
slowed down. Orrin Tucker opened 
with his band plus Bonnie Baker, 
coming from the Biltmore hotel, for 
a click. He was followed by Bill 
Robinson, a natural as always, and 
then came Alberta Mansfield. a 


classic dancer in spangled Soenmnae 
After delays and addresses the floor 


show from the Diamond Horseshoe 
went on in entirety, except for the 
chorus. 

Noble Sissle and his band were 
on stage throughout that interlude, 
but it seemed a mistake to al 
all the specialists, since the floor 
show consumed a full hour. Lam- 


berti was the standout and easilv the 
laugh click of the evening. The Lane 
Brothers, hoofers, scored 
and, because of similarity, Horton 
Spurr, also of the Horseshoe, was on 
alone previously. Wini Shaw looked 
and performed very well, the young- 
est of the outfit ‘luded 
Blanche Ring, Gilda Gray, Harlan 
Dixon, Pat Rooney, Eddie Leonard, 


acrobatic 


which it 


| Dave Mallen 


' waiting to go on, 











pee 











NOW APPEARING AT 
EARL CARROLL'S THEATRE 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


























EDDIE 
GARR 


CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 


“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 
ON TOUR 
@ 
Mgt.: WM. KENT 




















1776 B’way. New York 





and Julian Eltinge 


Billy Banks opened the cabaret turn 
and was alright. 

Another night spot turn and the 
third stage band was Ben Cutler's 
outfit, with three French specialty 
turns from the Rainbow Room, the 


magi Keith Clarke, Rolly Rolls with 
his trick pianoing, and Capella and 
Beatrice, dance team. All have 
something on the ball. Al Trahan 
was on very late and alluded to 
Rolls as being his protegee An- 
other after midnight turn was Molly 
Picon, doing very well. Two acts 


from the Lambs club were present, 


too. Hugh Cameron and_ Russ 
Brown appeared in a sidewalk con- 
versational routine, while the fa- 
miliar ‘Football Heroes’ lyric, which 
the club has used for years, was 
good only for those who never heard 
the number. 

Irving Berlin, with a medley and 
his ‘God Bless America,’ finaled, 
plus a tableaux, repeating his stint 
of the night before for ASCAP on 


Parade (radio). Zorina made an ap- 


pearance, but said her partner with 
whom she rehearsed a dance num- 
ber was ill. Lucy Monroe preluded 
the performance with ‘The Star 
Spangled Banner.’ It was close to 
1 o'clock when the show ended. 
There was probably more talent 


but by that time 
half the lower floor had walked. 





Play on Broadway 





LADY IN THE DARK 


H Harris 





prod uction of musical 
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his is a 
Crowc 
and 


super 


crowded entertainment. 
ied with actors and stagehands 
technicians and talent a a 
- everything of Broadway, 
uniting in t-moving, color- 
laden, gargantuan, talking, singing, 
dancing, psycho-analyzin produc- 
on, the fabulously zg ifted Gertie 
Lawrence, a Moss Hart uncollabo- 
rated script, lyrics by Ira Gershwin, 
a Kurt Weill score and the stop- 
watch wonders of Hassard Sh : 
organization \< mobs the st 

the lights, in the pit It is one 
of the most stupendous evenings the 


afford in this or anv 





one swif 





Onl) 


on 


theatre will 
other season. In its 
seldom-slackening s 
nt, a parade, a 


Sar th, ke ata” 
LO! ne Star and a 


three } 


10urs of 
ckeroo, it’s a 


tone 
toul 





remulous W th bud ing ] ve ] 
between mating various 
stages of maturity anc emotion 
perience, engaging her 
fantasies, the star is able late in 
performance to wham across 
zling hot song and dance. 

It’s characteristic of the abrupt 
changes of pace and the audacious 
theatricalism of the whole enterprise 
that, while playing a nerve-tortured, 
maladjusted swank magazine editor, 
the star steps out in one to ¢ 
some of the sauciest snakehips 
rafter-rocking naughty 
generation may be privileged to ap- 
prove Anvthing less than 
strained enthusiasm for the sheer 
footlight versatility of this British 
wonder-woman would reveal a spirit 
deaf and blind to theatrical virtu- 
osity. 


After Miss 


pers 
1] ex- 
im 
the 
a siz- 


own are 


ss off 
and 


Singing this 


unre- 


Lawrence's perform- 


ance the trade will probablv talk 
about the nroduction, Danny Kaye's 
personal triumph and the spirit 

adventure that prompted Moss H rt. 
Sam Harris .and the whole. stable of 


‘name, pillars 


craftsmen that united to make this 
| smash. 


The sheer detail of traffic 
management in a show without a 
nuffed cue, with the smoothness of 
coast artillery, is steadily impressive. 
Factors of merit include, of course, 
the costuming of Irene Sharaff and 
Hattie Carnegie, and t*e settings on 
ball-bearings of Harry Horner. The 
imaginative choreography 
troupe o Al beotion Rasch are sources 
of shimmering results on several oc- 
casions. 
stick of Mau 
evident. 

The author staged the 
card ew rt staged 
hardly a flaw to be noted, 
ible exception of 
of the serious plot that was 
broucht out until the enc 
the weak, dragging, de- 
mother-seeking character of 


rice Abravanel is always 


book: 


the show. 


Has- 


with the 
important 


is 
poss 
aspect 
never 
namely, 
pendent, 


one 


the lady editor's lover-backer. The 
psycho-analysis part would be a lot 
learer to the average patron if this 


relationship were clarified at the be- 


ginning It would heighten the 
plansibility. 

' Moss Hart personally has been a 
devoted follower and supporter of 


the soul-probe technique that stems 
from Freud. If not written sensi- 
tively and with sincerity, the doctor's 
office scenes could easily have been 

corroded and ultimately defeated by 
the moments and bits of high hokum 
in some of the interludes. This show 
dared much and succeeded by a 
marein probably narrower than its 
sensational success would suggest. 
Men of the theotre will understand 
a statement of this character better 
then laymen. 

Danny Kaye carries through 
eral assignments. He's 
pansy clothes-designer, 
cus rinemaster. All 
timed, sure manner. 
rence’s own show and just a few 
minutes before she does the same 
thing, Kave lets loose with a comedy | 
number delivered at fast tempo. On | 
stvle and class (and with some credit 
owing to Ira Gershwin’s lyrics) he 
ties’em up tight. Everything is halted 
for the tumult. This demonstration 
puts Kaye in the select company of 
those performers who pass by the 
of strensth. He has 
the manner, the range, the quickness 
of > deluxe trounper. 


sev- 
chauffeur, 
fanciful cir- 
with a crisp, 
In Gertie Law- 


The sheer bigness of the produc- 
tion (58 in company, 51 stagehands) 
and the time given to the musical 


portions limit the acting chances of 


sev eral members of the cast. Bert 

= eata (+h lover ) was pre- 
oushiy cut drastically, but he plavs 
it with his customa ry sincerity. The 


other two men, Victor Mature. Hollv- 


wood and Hal Roach Apollo, and 
Macdonald Carey have richer on- 
nortunities and stand out. Donal 

Randolnvh plavs the doctor with in- 
telligent, nicely modulated — self- 
effacement. Margaret Dale, as the 
symnathetic alder woman at the 


publish 


figure in 


ng’ office. is an essential 
the ironmental picture 
in which the star’s role unfolds. 

The scrivt is studded with nifties, 


env 





most of them falling to Danny Kaye 
in his homo characterization. These 
rich morsels of guffaws emphasize 
the Christmas-cake-like quality of 
the whole undertaking. In a rich 
pastry of spotlights and revolving 
stages. ‘Ladv in the Dark’ jumns 
from Broadway wisecrack to the 
sanctum of a psychiatrist. There are 


chorel singers electrical effects a 





bunch of children ballet dancers, 

tlittering fab nd stunning 
7 < 

yUT All this as the background 

for the seriously-told storv of a 


, nt. It’s thea- 
tre on th “ale ($120 000 


e stupendous 





as the curtain went ub) and certain 
. teaaee- 
to > converted into a suner-fi 
he ) e + is th cine 
1 
v 1e sneed and lor 


Moss Hart has certainly met some 


h > dr 2ams 


Land 


Plays Out of Town 


‘CLAUDIA 


vv ( . De ‘ ) 





‘Claudia’ stacks up as a pleasant, 
often amusing domestic comedy with 
an overtone of tragedy. The stage 
had a full share of screwball 


has 


heroines this season. and ‘Claudia’ 
follows that trend. Dealing with 24 
hours in the life of a young wife, 


during which time she grows up, the 
plot situations and dialog are acredit 
to Rose Franken's craftsmanship. 





At present, however, it has a tend- 
ency to drag, lacking action and be- 
om’? confused in — of the sec- 


ond and thir “dl acts. 


becomes a little wea ‘ing, a as the end- 


ing is more or hogy a foregone con- 
clusion, 
In one weekend Claudia bids good- 


‘ 


bye to her girlhood, learns that 
other 


an- 
man’s kiss makes her love her 

1 more, =Imost selis the farm 
or 100¢ profit, experiences pre- 
tal svmp ry .2 : y recon 


aha | 


In the pit the authoritative | 


There | 


| Donald Cook as the husband 


| 


| Woolever: at Ak 


And the pathos | 


| Lydia Tolliver. 


Shows in Rehearsal 





‘My Sister Eileen’ (road)— 
Max Gordon. 
‘Popsy’ (‘Home Sweet Home’) 


—Hammerstein, Dufor, Skelly. 
‘Night Must Fall’ (road)— 
Frank McCoy. 
‘The Doctor’s Dilemma’ (re- 


vival )—Katharine Cornell. 


*‘Boudoir’—Jacques Chambrun. 
*‘Tanyard Street’ — Jack Kir- 
land. 


‘Out of the Frying Pan’-—Wi!- 
liam Deering, Alexander Kirk- 
land. 








ciled to her mother’s imminent death 
from cancer. 

Dorothy McGuire in the title role, 
Frances Starr as the mother, and 
carry 
the dramatic burden. Miss McGuire 
and Cook also account for most of 
the laughs. 


Olga Baclanova scores as the tem- | 


peramental opera star and John Wil- 
liams, Adrienne Gessner and Frank 
Tweddell lend good support. Donald 
Oenslager’s single set is effective and 
the direction leaves little to be de- 
sired from that point. 

John Golden evidently has a mod- 


erate hit in ‘Claudia,’ its popularity 
depending largely on the feminine 
trade. Klepfer. 


MAID IN THE OZARKS 


San Francisco, Jan. 21. 
Comedy in three acts (four 
Clitre Parrish; staged by Leon Lord; 
seenery, Johanson: musical director Bol 
Nurok; presented by H. FE. and Charles R, 
azar theatre, S. F 


svenes) by 


21, "41: $1.85 top. 
Gram Hendricks. 
Thad Calhoun. 

i eee eevcccccccces 
Bart Calvert.... 


Leseenege ene’ Eotee Fisher 
coccccecces Brian Morgan 
- Richard ened 
..- Eric George 
cceccccccceeeC hariotte Kelly 
Temple Calhoun...ecsccccesss.-- Jon Dawson 
Frances Tolliv Connie Bergen 


eee ee eareee 


OCP cece evecsess 


Cypress YOUNg...cccssesesess Burman Potel 
| Amy Young..... Cocccecceces Sp Casey 
ST EU, ccxnhake vba . Virgi Rooker 
Were. ROSNER. occ esccccccecscd caaeer Phalen 


| ‘Maid in the Ozarks’ is a theatrical 
freak and as such it might wind up 
anywhere—even Broadway. It's corn 
of the first water, but the customers 
like it. The producers aren’t show 
people but printers—the legend 
ing they printed the tickets and in- 
herited the opus They came into 
town with a light bankroll, opened 
the long-dark Alcazar cold, flooded 
the town with half-price tickets and 
opened to a packed and cheering 
house. 


; 
be- 


The more erudite 
the show ruthlessly but the word of 
mouth is terrific. Everybody laughed 
yesterday when it was said they'd be 
here two months: now folks admit it 
could happen. Behind the opening 
here is a six-month run in Los An- 
geles, where a second company now 
carries on, all of which didn’t sur- 
prise anyone more than the Wool- 
evers themselves. The goal now is 
to tour east through Texas, with the 
idea of getting as near to Broadway 


critics panned 


as possible. 
‘Maid in the Ozarks’ is comedy 
a lea) 
caricature of ‘Tobacco Road,’ minus 
names and some of the dirt 
Figuratively that is, for the O7 arkian 
crowd is presented as the dirtiest, 
lousiest (a raat ) most bed-bug- 
ridden bunch of folk ever assembled 

on a Stage 
Plot revolves around a hash-slinger 
who has been betrayed innumerable 
times. She finally agrees to wed a 


high-brow hillbilly who w 
Her sister the 
marriage is 


*wrong 
ny - lang + ,Or : 
comes along to head it 


shoes. 
desneration 
idea ind 


off That, 


ears 








nlus complications when the moun- 
tain men and women get some wrong 
slants, plus a visiting artist, starts 
the series of complications all sprin 
zy from the etiquette of who sleeps 
with who in the mountains. 
’s thin, it’s corny, but it made ’em 
roar here. Eve thine millced for 
& 14h tahleclot} catal 
1] t esi x ns 

° , t ee 

é f t 
They are Vale Fis} as the 
pipe noking grandma w the 
f together Cc ; R, ' 
e-eved b] le of the G ’ » Fay 
rell type. who « niftv 1 as the 
ter who gets the er out 


Burman Bodel, whose 


j 4 TY | 
corn-likker drunk bit broke up the 
show opening night. The guy has an 
amazing sense of timing, and almost 


turns his chore into a vaude act. 


Jug music in the pit by an eicht- 
piece hillbilly band ads atmosphere 
and the mountaineers breok 
song on stage at times. It’s all done 
in one set, the grimy interior of a 
battered cabin. Wern. 


into 





Name Concert Dates 


(Week of Jan. 29-Feb. 5) 


John Boles — Auditorium, Dallas 
(31). 

Josef Hofmann—Lyric, Baltimore 
(31). 

- Lotte Lehmann—Town hall, N. Y. 


(2). 
Lily Pons—Constit) 


(2), 


tion ha 


ll, Wash- 


Ineton 


| White, Fresno 


Current Road Shows 


(Jan. 29-Feb. 8) 





Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
Opera House, San Francisco (29-2): 
(3): Philharmonic 


au- 
ditorium, Los Angeles (4-8). 

‘Blossom Time’ (Michael Bartlett) 
—Grand, Chicago (29-8). 

‘Claudia’ (Frances Starr, Donald 
Cook, Olga Baclanova)— National, 
Washington (29-1): Shubert, New 
Haven (3-5); McCarter, Princeton 


(6-7). 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 


—Erlanger, Chicago (29-8). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ — English, Indian- 
apolis (29); Coliseum, Evansville, 


Ind. (30); Memorial auditorium, 
Louisville (31-1); Taft, Cinelvast i 
(2-8). 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son)—Harris, Chicago (29-1); Ma- 
sonic auditorium, Rochester, N. Y. 
| (3): Erie, Schenectady (4); Court 
| Square, Springfield, Mass. (5): Bush- 


e. oan. | 


nell auditorium, Hartford’ (6); Al- 
bee, Providence (7); City auditorium, 
Bridgeport (8). 


‘Liberty Jones’ (John Beal)—Nix- 


on. Pittsburgh (29-1). 

‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish) 
—Blackstone, Chicago (29-8). 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Revertory, Boston (29-8) 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Convention hall, Tulsa (29); Ma- 
jestic. Ft. Worth (30); Melba, Dal- 
las (31): Auditorium, Shreveport 
(1): New Auditorium, Tyler, Tex. 
(3); Musie Hall, Houston (4); Au- 
ditorium, Beaumont, Tex. (5); Mu- 
nicipal auditorium, New Orleans 
(6): City auditorium, Jackson, Miss. 


(7): Auditorium, Memphis (8) 
Littlefield Ballet—Ottawa H. S, 
Ottawa, Ill. (31); Opera House, Chi- 
caso (1): Teachers college, Char'es- 
ton, Ill. (3): Municipal auditorium, 
St. Louis (4); A. & M. college, Still- 


water. Okla. (6); Auditorium, Tul 
(7): Ok’nhoma university, Norman, 
Okla. (8). 

‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent) 
Wilbur, Boston (29-1); National, 
Washington (3-8). 

fan Who Came to Dinner’ (C''f- 
ton Webb)—Cox, Cincinnati (29-1) 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (A ey 
ander Woollcott)—Memorial a 
rium, Bridsenort, Cor (1); Ford's 


Baltim re (3-8). 
‘Nicht Must Fall’ 


(Florence Reed 


Douvlass Montgomery )—Royal Alex- 
andra, Toronto (3-8). 

Original Ballet Russe--His Ma- 
jesty’s, Montreal (3-8). 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’—Mary!and 


Baltimore (4-8). 
‘Philadelphia Story’ 
Hepburn )—Carolina, 
C. (29): State, 
Richmond 
(3-8). 
‘Pins and Needles’ 


(Katharine 
Durham N 
Raleigh (30); 
(31-1); Colonial, Boston 


a a a 
Studebake 


‘Popsy’—Lyric, Allentown, Pa. (4- 
5): Playhouse, Wilmington, Del. 
(6-7). 

Chicago (29-8) 

‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 

Chief, Colorado 30): Audi- 


Springs ( 
nver (31-1): Auditor 
Pueblo, Colo. (3): Si 


torium, De 


inshine, Albu- 


. 5 
querque (5): Plaza, El Paso (6); 
Rialto. Tucson (7); Orpheum, Phoe- 
nix (8) 


‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Amer- 


ican, St. Louis (29-1); English, In- 
dianapolis (3-8). 


‘Standing Room Only’—Assistance 
League plavhouse, Hollywood (29-1) 
Talley Method’ (Ina Claire, Philip 
Merivale )—Ford’s, Baltimore (29-1); 


Shubert, New Haven (6-8) 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt. Lynn Fontanne)—Fox. Butte, 
Mont. (29); Fox, Spokane (31): Capi- 
tol. Yakima (1); Royal Victoria, Vic- 
4 R Cc >) ¥ ay Va 
R Cc" (4-5): Metr ) tan Cc e 


“Time of Your Wife’ (Eddie D ] 


) T ocust. P} a } ly } ’ 99-8 
‘Tebacco Road’ (John Bart - 
Weller Fane Vv lle. “¢ (99) T 
New P lelnhia. O. (30): ¢ :: 
Als (31); Park, You A Oo 
(1); Nis Pittsburgh (3-8). 
‘ 


Engagements 


Fdith King, ‘Ponsy? 

Pegev Van Fleet, ‘Boudoir? 

Lee J. Cobb. ‘Clash by Nicht,’ 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, ‘Theatre.’ 

Haila Stodderd, Philip Reed, ‘Song 
Pefore Breakfast.’ 

Ravmond Massey. Ralnh Forbes, 
Cecil Humvhrevs. Colin Keith-John- 
ston, ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma.’ 

Russell Collins. George Matthews. 


King Donovan, ‘Out of the Frying 
Pan.’ 
Audrev Christie. Guy Robertson 


Joseph Macaulay, Randolph Preston 


King Caleer. John Kearney. Edith 
Gresh-™. Priscilla Newton. Marjorie 
Dalton, Ralnh Simone, ‘My  Siste 
Tr ’ 2) 


Eileen’ (2d company). 
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Broadway 








Edward G. Robinson east for a. 
brief vacation. 

Eddie Cooke back with ‘Claudia,’ 
goon due at Booth. 

Fred Lynch, Music Hall publicist, 
back on job after flu. 

H. M. Richey, Metro exec, due 
back from the Coast shortly. | 

Al Margolies, United Artists pub- | 
licity chief, ill most of last week. 

Warners is holding its annual ban- 
quet-dance at the Waldorf March 8. 

Florence Fineman back in the RKO | 
publicity department after time out 
for an » Ms rg 

Robert Campbell, who fractured 
sis hip last fall, getting around with 
aid of a crutch. 


Moca Chorouw’ 


|ried a 


at the Sant’Anna thea- 
tre. They will leave Sao Paulo 
shortly and expect to be in Porto 
| Alegre in March. 


Pedro Vargas, the Mexican tenor. 


jis dividing his time between the 
Urea Casino and Petropolis, Rio’s 
summer resort, which is a two-hour 
drive away. He appears nightly at 
8 at the Urca, then leaves for 
Petropolis. 

Errol Flynn, who visited Brazil last 
summer, sent his thanks to the 


Brazilian public for the fine recep- 
tion he received by way of a few 
words of appreciation in Portuguese, 


;}On a phonograph record which was 


broadcast by a local radio station. 
Pictures banned in Brazil are: ‘The 
Great Dictator,’ ‘Four Sons,’ ‘I Mar- 
Nazi, ‘The Road _ Back.’ 
Warners still hasn't released ‘Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy.’ All films 
dealing with Nazis are considered as 


Dick Murray, Paramount shorts | (“* tend Band Phe : 
head, returned to his desk Monday | being against Brazil's policy of 
after a Miami vacash. ; neutrality and are forbidden. ‘The 

| Mortal Storm,’ however, has evi- 


After lamping the premiere of 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin, Sam H. 
Harris ducked for Palm Beach. 


Sidney Edelstein and Roger Lewis, 
of Warners h.o. publicity department, 
left for Ft. Dix, N. J., as draftees. 

Bob Goldfarb, United Artists ac- 
cessory salesmanager, engaged to 
Madeleine Jacobs. Wedding in June. 

Harry Kurnitz, Metro scenarist, 
left for Coast Friday (24) after six 
weeks or so of Manhattan vacation- 
ing. 

George Roth, of United Artists 
contract department, the company’s 
first conscriptee. He left yesterday 
(Tuesday ). 

Gloria Saphier, formerly publicist 
with Billy Rose, and Michael Cramoy, 
who’s done hotel drumbeating, have 
gone into partnership. 

Donna Fargo returned to Voices, 
Inc., transcription outfit, as office 
manager. She formerly was on 
WMCA and KMPC, Beverly Hills. 

Phil Engel, Warner exploiteer at- 
tached to the New York exchange, 





left over the weekend for Boston, 
Providence, New Haven and New 
Bedford. 

Leslie Whelan, 20th-Fox foreign 
ublicity chief, is expected back in 

Y. from the Coast at the end of | 
this week after spending nearly a 
month over new product at the 


studios. 
Glenn Ford, Hollywood novice who 


was starred by Loew-Lewin in ‘So 
Ends Our Night,” arrived in N. Y. | 
Monday (27) to remain until after 


pic’s preem at Music Hall in Febru- 
ary. He was also at Miami open 
ing 

Carl Leserman. Mort 
stock, Harry Goldberg and two of | 
Quentin Reynolds’ brothers, James | 
and Don, went down to Washington | 
Thursday (23) for the special show- 


B!lumen- 





ing of ‘Christmas in July’ short, for ; 
which the Collier's writer did the 
commentary. 
0 NS eee 
° -— 
Rio De Janeiro 
The Children’s theatre in Sao 
Paulo is presenting the operetta, 


‘Captain Robin Hood.’ 

Robert Schless, foreign manager 
for Warner Bros., expected to visit 
Rio sometime in February. 

The Feira D’Amostras, Rio’s fair 
and amusement center, located in the 
Castello section, closed for the sea- 
s0n. 

‘Waterloo Bridge’ was 
back to the Metro theatres a week 


after it had played, by popular re- 
quest. 

Construction of two new Metro 
theatres, one in Copacabana and the 
other in Tijuca (Rio), will begin 


shortly. 

Al Szeckler, manager of Brazil ter- 
ritory for Universal, who has been 
in Sao Paulo for the past few weeks, 
back in town. 

Sam Berger, Metro’s foreign man- 
ager, is expected back in Rio shortly. 
He has been travelling all over 
South America. 

The Copacabana Casino opened it 
new Gold Room. Greta Keller, a 
Hungarian orchestra and local talent 
comprise the show. 

J. Carlo Bavetta, man of Fox 
Films for Brazil, left by Fan: Air fol 


the states, for his periodical visit and 
home office conferences. 

Procopio, Brazilian character actor, 
{is in Sao Paulo, presenting various 


works, including ‘The Midnight An- 
gel,’ at the Boa Vista theatre. 

Lee Simms, pianist, Ilomay Bailey, 
singer, and Kollete and Deane, 
dancers, arrived from the states to 
join the show at the Casino Atlan- 
tico, 

The Grill Room of the National 
Industrial Fair in Sao Paulo will be 


reopened shortly. It will «function 
Satyrdays, Sundays and the four 
day$ of Carnival. 

Louis Goldstein, South American 
manager for Columbia, arrived in 
Rio on the SS. Argentina from 


Bueos Aires. He will stay in Rio 
for about a month. 
_A ‘Strauss Festival Concert’ was | 
given in the Fluminense stadium, 
which is next door to the president's 
Palace. The Brazilian symphony 
agepesten played under the direction 
of Szenkar. 

Dulcina and Odilon played their 
last Sunday performance of ‘Sinha 


brought ° 


,to speedily 


i libel 


| dently passed the censorship board 


and will be shown shortly in Rio’s 


Sao Luiz. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Eddy Rogers orchestra into Hotel 
Lowry Terrace cafe. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, off to Omaha and Des Moines. 

Bud Rodberg transferred from 
Omaha to Minneapolis Warner 
Brothers’ exchange. 

Irma Bundul, Minneapolis girl, 
with Sally Rand show at Minnesota. 

Simone Simon, Orpheum _head- 
liner, crowned ‘Snow Week’ queen 
at U. of Minnesota celebration. 

Felix Jenkins, 20th-Fox legal de- | 
partment head, in to discuss consent | 
decree with local branch employees. 

Sally Rand, playing Minnesota, 
had reunion with 18-year-old | 
brother, in army at Ft. Snelling here. 

Gordie Green, former manager | 
and present trustee of Minnesota | 
theatre, up and around again after 
flu. 

Tom Blanche and Gene Meredith 
of Paramount and Warners, respec- 
tively, to enter ABC tournament in 
St. Paul. 

Vern Smith, M-G assistant booker 


vaudeville with William Desmond. 

James Zimmerman, RKO home- 
office representative, here to ex- 
plain consent decree, with Sherman 
Fitch, Sioux Falls, S. D., branch 
manager, and staff also in attend- 
ance, 

John J. Friedl, 
Branton, C. W. Winchell, C. W. Per- 
rine and Charles Zinn, of Minnesota 
Amus. Co., attended Barney Balaban 


' testimonial banquet in Chicago and, 


from Windy City, Friedl, company’s 


president, went to Florida for 
month’s rest. 

After lectures at Woman's lub 
and U. of Minnesota convocation 
here, Margaret Webster, stage di- 
rector for Maurice Evans’ Shake- 
spearean productions and_ other 
plays, says she’s returning to New 


York heartened and encouraged over 
speaking stage’s future prospects be- 
cause of appreciation of drama, 
thusiasm, interest and knowledge 
found in all cities visited. 











Fremont Libel 


3—___—_ 





Continued from page 


mons to Murphy, UA 

tained an adjournment until Feb. 6 
Capt. Fremont maintains that care- 

less research resulted in his grand- 





attorneys ob- 


father, who was. first Republican 
candidate for president of the U.S 
being portrayed as a potential biga- 
mist. Film shows Fremont propos 
ing to a Bi and being accepted 
when he had, as a matter of fact 
at that time been married five years 
and was the father of a child 
General’s grandson declared the 
film reveals Fremont offerins 
hand when the Bear flag was be- 


ing raised Ov er California. Fremont 





the younger identifies this as hav- 
ing occurred | in 1846, while history 
books reveal the old Indian fighter 
to have been wed in 1841. 

Capt. PPeMOnTS attorney, I. Robert 
Broder, explained that the unusual 


“filing criminal libel 
against Murphy was aimed 
halt exhibition of the 
film. Broder declared that repeated 
letters to Small have met with Stall- 
ing designed to hold Fre off 
until the picture has played out its 
dates. 

It will be quicker, 
to establish a prima facie case of 
in the magistrates’ court and 
seek an injunction later, than to ask 
for the injunction right off. O’Brien, 


riscoll & Raftery represented Small 


action in pro- 


ceedings 


mont 


Broder said. 


‘and UA, 


C. B. Stiff, J. A. | 


en- | 


London 





Rene Ray has divorced George 
Psoford, part composer of ‘Bala- 
laika. 

George Foster moving from Black- 


pool] to Brighton, nearer his 
London office. 

Tommy Kelly, 
O’Gorman Bros., has joined the Nat 
Mills and Bobby act. 

S. J. Warmington, who’s been play- 
ing Inspector Hornleigh in a radio 
crime series, in bankruptcy. 

Christopher Mann moved his office 
in Piccadilly to Park Lane, combin- 
ing his living and biz premises. 


to be 


sarit} 


formerly 


With pantomimes in full swing, 
there is an acute shortage of vaude- 
ville talent for the first time this 


year, 

Philip Samuels, formerly produc- 
tion manager for Gabriel Pasca] Pic- 
tures, has joined British National 
Pictures in the same capacity. 

Harry Joseph, formerly operating 
vaudeville spots, including the Hip- 
podrome, Lewisham, now boxing and 
wrestling promoter in Blackpool. 

Billy Leman, formerly stage direc- 
tor of Holborn Empire, well known 
{to all Americans who have played 
England, is now stage-managing 
Cecil Lyle’s road show. 

Although the Coliseum is only spot 
in West End to run a pantomime, 


| London will have two others, one at | 


and 


Hippodrome, Golder’s Green, 
one at Streatham theatre. 

| English censor finally passed Pyra- 
| mid Films’ ‘Spellbound,’ based on 
A. E. Benson’s ‘The Necromancer,’ 
for genera] release. Picture dis- 
ere by United Artists. 

For the first time in its 10 years’ 
| enistonas General Theatres Corp. is 
|advertising for acts. Specialty acts 
| are asked to get in touch with G.T.C. 
and Moss Empires at their country 
retreats. 

Anglo-American Pictures’ ‘Love on 
| the Dole’ will get its world premiere 
‘in Manchester purely out of senti- 
;ment, as Walter Greenwood, the au- 
thor, and Wendy Hiller, who ap- 
| peared in the stage play, made their 
| Start in that city. 
| Glasgow is now the big noise among 
'the provincial money-makers. 
Loss and band at Green’s Playhouse 
Dance Hall is there for five weeks, 
grossing about $3,600 per week. Tom 
Arnold’s pantomime, ‘Sleeping Beau- 
ty,’ 
Gordon, at the Alhambra, kicked off 
to $13.600 for the first week, which is 
an all-time record for this house. 





i, New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


here, transferred to Kansas City 
branch as head booker, Mel Turner 
being promoted from cashier to 
| booker in his place. 

George E. Hardy, now handling | 
|Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace | 
nitery publicity, spent five years 
with Ringling circus and was in 


‘Ice Follies’ due at Arena Feb. 3-9 

Paul Robeson in for concert with 
Yale Glee Club. 

Sam 
Masonic vaude benefit. 

Yale Dramat did ‘Hairy Ape’ with 
Burt Shevelove directing. 

Rose Franken’s new drama, 


‘Clau- 


dia,’ due at Shubert Feb. 3-5. 

Bruce Simonds will direct Yale's 
music school at Norfolk next sum- 
mer. 


Rose Pauly hopped 
Hall for New Haven Symphony con- 


cert. 

Maurice Evans lecture-recitals at 
Shubert Sunday (Feb. 2) for British 
relief benefit. 

Harry Berman will again conduct 
the young people’s concert series at 
Woolsey Hall 


M-G branch mgr. Thomas Donald- 
son was banqueted prior to leaving 
for new post in Boston. 

Yale drama dept. currently (29-31) 


staging ‘Dust to Earth,’ by Shirley 
Graham, directed by Constance 
Welch. 

Gertrude Don Dero, ex-Federal 
Theatre supervisor for Conn., now 
heads Milford WPA Adult Educa- 


tion Program. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Te ette M P De dada dn’ haw ip 

pre ecepti er he being 

( ck S e White! the 
tre ¢ l be a papa ! 
Mi: 

Latest f ns" along Theatre 
R e ( J. Latta and D 
Mi . 

Sam Stratton back in town agair 
this time ahead of touring ‘Hellza- 
poppin 


Lee Dixon here between one-night- 
ters, still hoping to get a dance band 
organized. 

Jake Richm 
winter on the Coast. 
theatre owner 

Jerry Roth, son of indie exhibito 


ans are spending the 


He’s the indie 





Joe | 


starring Evelyn Laye and Harry | 


- , ee 
Wasserman again producing 


into Woolsey | 





in Harris office, has been made mas- 
cot of Pittsburgh Hornets hockey | 
eam 

Gretchen Brown, daugh of 
Nixon manager Harry in 
Shadyside hospital from ca- 
tions following flu. 

By Abel Green 

Zito, the artist, has taken a house 
here for the winter. 

Jukeboxes a big vogue Tony 
Martin’s rendition of ‘My Next Ro- 
mance’ the top nickel-getter. 

Eddie O'Connor, Metro exchange 


head, expects Loew's v.p., Joe Vogel, 
and Harry Moskowitz here from the 
home office next month. 

Rivaling Sloppy Joe’s as the No. 1 
tourist spot is ‘the original’ Adolph 
Kleinman’s bazaar. He 
series of ‘Adolph’s,’ and sold out to 
his partners. 

Veredero Beach, now monopolized 
by Col. da Silva's Kawama Beach 
Club as the No. 1 cabana layout, is 
slated for a buildup boom, including 
a casino, etc. 

Mario (and Lillian), dancers, 
| stage-managing the Casino Nacional 
and San Souci revues for Gene 
|Castro. Lillian (Mrs. Mario) expects 
a baby and has been retired for 
some months. 

Lorenz Hart, Doc Bender, the 
agent, and a couple of other Broad- 
wayites, here from Miami and Nas- 
sau, boating to Vera Cruz and then 
| Grsving to Mexico City as part of 
their vacation plans. 
| Palmolive’s local agent is paying 
| Tito Guizar $5,000 for a week of local 
broadcasts and doubling into the 
j} local Alcazar, variety house, where 
| he gets 70% of the gross. Doing 
n.s.g. on the personal appearance, 
however. 





Buster Crabbe making theatre ap- 
pearances here. 
| Barbara Bannister topping bill at 
swank Islanders Club 


Benny Davis a smash hit at Joe 
Moss’ new Mayfair Club. 
| Danton Walker, N. Y. news col- 


umnist, doing the nite spots. 


Lee Sobol, wife of columnist Louis, | 


is here awaiting his arrival. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and frau 
housepartying in Palm Beach. 

Sally Rand company opens at the 
Palm Island Latin Quarter Feb. 14. 

First nite spot casualty of the sea- 
son is Singapore Sadie’s, which folded 
Friday. 

Desi Arnaz guesting at the Fron- 
ton, where he used to beat the 
| bongos. 

Xavier -Cugat orchestra opens to- 
morrow (Thursday) at the Beach- 
comber. 

Mary Brian here to play 
Gant Gaither’s next production, 
First Year.’ 


lead in 
‘The 


Hollywood 





Myron Selznick fighting flu. 
Marjorie Rambeau on siesta in 


| Mexico City. 


Anna Neagle laid up last week 
| with bronchial trouble. 


| publicity 


started a| 





|ish production problems. 


| 


James Sarno joined Paramount's 


staff. 

James Seay changed his film n 
to Michael Rand. 

Arch Reeve checked out 
Barbara hospital. 

Andre Maurois, 
ogling the studios. 


ame 
of Santa 


French scribe 


Irma Salzman changed her nom de 
film to Gene Ames. 
George Raft flew back from New 


York with Mack Gray. 

Charles Vidor is pinch-hiiting for 
James Whale, director, who 
: Frank Borzage divorced after mak- 
ing a $250,000 property noses nt 

Victor Christensen was elected 
prexy of the 20th-Fox Studio C lub 

Susanna Foster and Dolly Loehr 


- +17 
iS |i. 


| hon off next Monday on a stage tour. 


Tay Garnett is back on the job 
after three weeks of flu in Nebraska, 
Capt. James Roosevelt returned to 


duty with U. S. Marines at San 
Diego. 
Jean Pettibone moved into the 


Henry Rogers agency as magazine 
contact. 

Ernst Lubitsch on a desert vaca- 
tion, looking over scripts for his next 
picture. 

Norman Moray, chief of Warners 
shorts sales staff, in town for studio 
huddles. 

Cliff Carling joined the Mel Shauer 
agency to take over the radio de- 
partment. 

Steve Trilling is chairman of the 
Warners Studio Club’s seventh annual 
party Feb. 15. 

Charles Laughton defendant in 
$93,500 damage suit, result of an 
auto accident. : 

Paulette Goddard sprained an 
ankle falling down a flight of stairs 
on the RKO-Pathe lot. 

Clifford Aimy, manager of the 
Warners offices in Manila, sails for 
the Philippines, Feb. 1. 

Francis T. Harley in from London 
to confab with 20th-Fox about Brit- 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


The Hollywood, 





downtown, re- 


| opened. 


| 


| turer, 


|; orch at the Club Continental, 
| town nitery 


Anna Sten and Glenn Ford were in | 


town to attend premiere of ‘So Ends 
Our Night’ at the Lincoln. 
Westbrook Van Voorhees 
Conrad), voice of the March 
Time, vacationing locally. 
Jackie Heller, who planed out this 
— for Chicago engagement, re- 
urns Feb. 8 to open at Carrousel 
Chandra-Kaly dancers have been 
invited to appear before the Duke of 
Windsor at the Governor's House in 
Nassau. 


of 





— | 
| Critics’ Score | 
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position with a mark of .902, for 37 
correct calls out of 41 attempts 
He had one_ no-opinion., Inci- 
dentally, one of the shows he failed 
to cover was ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ 
adapted from his and Mrs. Lo 
dge’s New Yorker sketches. ha ock- 
ige’s + d p ace rar ir 2 j the 
e ; e occupied a € f 
J \ } last sé ‘ 
Brook At ( of the JT ¢ 
‘ a newcomer to New York } 
¢ t g Le Krone ¢ ¢ of 
PV e ft th 1 “ , 
es of .878 ¢ ( 26 1 t 
Zuesse one Oo} ( eact 





‘ : y | 
| ‘Gertie Goddess : 
——meae ontinued from page lo 

whole, 
rong for 








qualified. The press as a 
however, was regarded as st 


r. the show's boxoffice. There was no 
2 Hewtenant stationed at Schuylkill | variance to the praise given Ger- 
aa rie ‘oc accepted several] of trude Lawrence, called ‘Gertie the 
Frank Adrini’s string arrangements goddess’ in show circles as the re- 
for publication ilt of being alluded to in such terms 
Eda Toldi and John Johns heading by Brooks Atkinson in his Times 
cast of Pittsburgh Playhouse’s cur- notice. 
rent sfr aS ight.’ | — 4 . 
grate By hw gel trom El Chi- | ¢ Bec isc) eige was pomtpenns 
co to Rhumba Casino in Miami for ..,.° ““e*% Cue ” = orien ne me 
run opening Friday (31). with grippe, the Alvin ticket sellers 
Jimmy Balmer has been spending Were beset with holders of tickets, 
some time in the St. Francis hospital particularly those who bought the 
getting an extensive checkup. heaper seats. Some of thoce patron 
} Chuck Stein, four-foot receptionist | accepted tickets dated in April. 


| Louis 


(Hugh | 


| String Quartet drew banner 
to Principia College. 


j 


Joe Sudy and his band a h.o. at 
Chase Club, west end nitery. 

St. Louis AFM Local No. 2 shelled 
out $6,000 for facelifting of its mid- 
| town building 

Julian Bryan, cameraman and lec- 
made a personal before the 
Y.M.C.A. Town Hall. 

Marque and Marquette featured 
currently with Sterling Young’s 
dawn- 


Norman Probstein, of the mana- 
gerial staff of the Rio, North St. 
nabe, back to Dartmouth to 
resume studies. 

Joint appearance of Muriel Kerr, 
Canadian pianist, and the Coolidge 
crowd 


Paul Beisman, manager of the 
| American theatre, has booked Dante, 
magician, for a one-week stand be- 
ginning Sunday (26) 

Sam Reider, who failed in an at- 
tempt to install burlesk in the Shu- 
bert, is organizing a dramatic stock 
company for the same house. 

Melvin Dinger, mgr. of the Star 
theatre, Ironton, Mo., composed two 
aw ditties, ‘Dream Awhile’ and ‘I 


Want to Be Naughty.’ 
‘em. 


Hopes to sell 





Jolson Ill | 
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not get a fair break in the dailies 

over the closing of the show, particu- 
irly in the comments of certain 
lumnists. 

Players in ‘Hats’ were disappc@ited 
because at a Christmas party hosted 
by Jolson he assured the company 
that the show would play until May 1, 
He added that if the Broadway en- 
gagement did not last that long. ‘Hats’ 
would tour until then. A round-rot 
letter from the players was sent 
requesting that the show be kept 
ing. There was no direct rep]: 
it was indicated if another 
was obtained he would not « 
though the matter of financi e- 


sponsibility had to be settled. we on 
still touring in ‘Hat xt 
season, but Martha Raye is said tu k« 
listed for another musical, same go- 
ing for Bert Gordon. 


intends 


Georgie Hale, who has a 20 ir 
terest in ‘Hats,’ is still trying to work 
out a way to send the show to the 


road this se If not, it was indi- 
cated that legal proceedings against 
Jolson may be started with the in- 
tention of securing a settlement o 
his claim. 

Jolson told friends that he has no 
interrttion of going to Miami, though 
he may rest in Florida after getting 
through with a dental surgeon. 


ason, 
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ARTHUR NELSON | 

Arthur Nelson, 73, retired acro- 
bat, who long appeared as the| 
head of an act known as the Fly-| 
ing Nelsons, formerly featured with 
the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & | 
Bailey Circus, died Jan. 24 in Mount | 
Carmel hospital, Detroit, from in- | 
juries he sustained in an auto crash 
three weeks previously. Mrs. Nel- 
gon, one-time circus bicycle perform- 
er, who was hurt in the same acci- 
dent, is still a patient at the hos- 
pital. 

The son of a famous English acro- 
bat, Nelson was discovered in 1880 
by P. T. Barnum, who brought him 
to America. He soon married, and 
as his children grew up, each was 
taught the act’s routine. Some 15) 
years ago, when touring with the 
Ringling circus, the Flying Nelsons 
numbered six daughters and a son 
besides their parents. 

Although Nelson and his wife re- 
tired some time ago, most of their 
children remained under the big top. 
One daughter, Estrella, is the wife 
of.Zack Terrell, owner of the Cole | 
Bros. circus; another, Mrs. Hilda 
Burkhart, is also with the Cole Bros. 
show, and a third daughter, Mrs. 
Theol Ray Marlowe, is a member of 
the Ringling Bros. circus. 

Also surviving are two other chil- 
dren who have left circus life, a 
son, Paul, of Mt. Clemens, Mich., and 
a daughter, Mrs. G. A. Brown, of De- 
troit, 








' 





ISABELLE D’ARMOND 


Isabelle D’Armond, musical com- | 
edy and vaude performer who 
teamed with Frank Carter and was | 
featured in musicals of the late '90’s | 
with Jefferson D’Angelis, died last 
Nov. 1 at the Boston State Hospital 
after a long illness, according to | 
word received last week. 

Popularly known as ‘That Dainty 
Little Will-o-the-Wisp,’ Miss D’Ar- 
mond replaced Ethel Green as Billy 
Gaston’s partner in a singing, danc- | 
ing and comedy act which toured the | 
leading circuits in 1910. Gaston, | 
who also wrote a number of rnd 


died in New York last Dec. 28. 

Always a petite figure, Miss D’Ar- | 
mond was described in a VARIETY no- 
tice of 30 years ago as ‘a sprightly | 
little thing, animated, full of ginger, 


of the musical comedy classification, | 
but perhaps rather a ‘poney soubret.’ 
appeared with George Moore | 


She 
late in 1910 and the following year 
was the partner of Frank Carter, 
Marilyn Miller’s first husband. He 
was killed in a Maryland auto acci- 
dent in 1920 only a year after his 
marriage. 
Burial at Medford, Mass. 





SYDNEY FAIRBROTHER 


Sydney Fairbrother, 68, veteran 
stage and screen actress, died at her 
London home Jan. 4. Born of theat- 
rical stock, she traveled with her 
father’s companies, then joined the 
Kendals, with whom she played in 


America, later playing with Lewis | 


Waller and other famous West End 
stars. She had also appeared in 
comedy roles in pantomime and 
music hall sketches, most popular of 
which was ‘A Sister to Assist ’Er,’ 
opposite the late Fred Emney. 

Miss Fairbrother was in the origi- 
nal His Majesty’s theatre production 
of ‘Chu Chin Chow’ during the last 
war, and played her original part in 
the pre-blitz revival at the Palace in 
1940. She had also appeared in many 
films. She was twice married, but 
her husbands pre-deceased her. 





WILLIAM E. TRIPLETT 

William Triplett, 65, advance agent 
and former actor, died Jan. 21 in the 
Roosevelt hospital, New York, after 
he had collapsed on a nearby street. 

Some five years ago Triplett was 
assistant manager and advance man 
for the ‘Tobacco Road’ company 
which starred Henry Hull, Earlier 
in his career he trouped with his 
own stock company, The Triplett 
Players. He did publicity and ex- 
ploitation for a number of noted 


stars, including William Faversham | 


and the Farnums, Dustin and Will- 
iam. 

Funeral services were held in New 
York Saturday (25) under auspices 


of the Actors Fund. Surviving are | 


his mother, Mrs. Minerva Triplett, 92 
years of age; a sister, Mrs. Lillian 
Sterling, a former actress, and a bro- 
ther, C. Don Triplett, an ex-actor. 





CLARENCE K. RUSSELL 


Clarence K. Russell, 65, former 
cornetist with the band of the late 
John Philip Sousa and who also had 
played with the New York and Bos- 
ton symphony orchestras, died Jan. 





| tirement 
| 


| suburb, Saturday (18) following a 


OBITUARIES 


23 at his home in Ridgefield Park, | 
N. J. 

Associated with Sousa for 21 years, 
Russell served as the band’s librarian | 
and was a close companion of the | 
composer-bandmaster. Born in Pitts- 
field, Mass., and a graduate of Wil- 
liams College, he later became prin- 
cipal of Pittsfield High School prior 
to embarking on a musical career. 

Surviving are his widow, Maude; 
two sons and two daughters 





EMANUEL AKST 
(Ed Manny) 

Emanuel Akst, 56, who, as Ed 
Manny, trouped in vaude in an act 
called Manny and Pinard, died of a 
heart attack Jan. 24 while driving 
his car near his home in Freeport, 
Oe F 

A native of Poland, Akst came to 
America when he was two years old. | 
He trumpeted in orchestras at the old | 
Hippodrome theatre, the Palace the- | 
atre, both N. Y., and at one time was | 
with B. A. Rolfe. For several years | 
he was an officer of local 802, AFM. 

He leaves his widow, Georgie; a 
daughter, Elaine, and three sons, 
Harold, Leo and Irving. Harry Akst, 
the songwriter, is a nephew. 





| 





MILTON HAYES 
Milton Hayes, 46, variety artist, 
song and monolog writer, died at 
Nice, France recently. Starting as a 
rednosed,. comic, he essayed many 


OVING MEMORY 
OUR MOTHER 


RHETTA E. DEANES 
Who Died January 26th, 1940. 
Wife of the late Harry Deanes. 


IN _ L 
OF 


| will be held at 476 W. 145th street, 


long illness. He was secretary- treas- 
urer of the Deluxe Theatre Corp. 
since its organization. He leaves his 


widow, three daughters, and six sons. 


Despite similarity in names, he 
was not related to W. A. Steffes, the 
Northwest indie exhib leader. 





ROSARIO RIMAC | 

Rosario Rimac, 39, wife of Ciro/| 
Rimac and his former partner in the 
act, died Jan. 27, in New York, after 
a brief illness. Rimac, who had been | 
appearing at the El Chico in Pitts- | 
burgh, rushed to his wife's bedside 
when she lapsed into a coma shortly 
before her death. 

Born in the Argentine, Mrs. Rimac 
started her career as a dancer. Be- 
sides her husband she is survived by 
a son, Charles, 24. Funeral services 
N. Y., tomorrow 
p.m. 


(Thursday) at 2 





‘SMILING BILLY‘ MASON 


William C, Mason, 53, pioneer si- 
lent screen actor, who also had ap- 
peared in vaude as ‘Smiling Billy’ 
Mason, died after a lengthy illness 
Jan. 24 at his home in Orange, N. J. 

Mason, who had aided the late 
Thomas A. Edison in motion picture 
experimentation, later had parts in 
several Essanay pictures. 

His widow and a brother survive. 





‘UPSIDE DOWN’ HARRITY 

Edward F. Harrity, who danced in 
vaudeville for 40 years under the 
name of ‘Upside Down’ Harrity, died 
last Wednesday (22) at his home at 
Folcroft, Pa., of a heart attack. Sur- 
vived by a daughter, Mrs. Charles 
Gresh., 

Harrity’s act consisted of standing 
on his head and executing taps on a 
suspended board. 





MOSE ENGEL 
Mose Engel, 94, one-time circus ad- 


| enent of State Employee's Local 14 
| and a backstage man at many Al- 
bany theatres during his career, died 


|in Albany, N. Y., last week after a | 


long illress, 





Mother of Helen Schu, of 20th-Fox 
exchange in Pittsburgh, and of Marie 
and Esther Schu, of WB-FN branch 
in that city, died there last week 
after a brief illness. 





Rutherford H. Pigott, Jr., 36, ma- 
gician, died Jan. 24 at Parkersburg, 
W. Va., after an illness of three 
months. 





Wife of A. A. Weiland, owner of 
Pittsburgh nabe house which bears 
his name, died suddenly at her home 
in that city. 





Wife of Barney Rosenthal, St. 
Louis film exchange manager, died 
of heart ailment. 





ant director at Warner Bros., died 
Saturday (25) at Glendale, Cal. 





Allan Cavan, 60, bit player in pic- 
tures, died Jan. 19 in Hollywood. 


MARRIAGES 


Maxine Searle to Nestor Paiva, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., Jan. 18. He’s a 
stage actor. 

Claire Owen to Paul Kelly, in 
Yuma, Ariz., Jan. 23. Both are film 
players. 

Evelyn Roberts to Stuart Hubble, 
in Fort Wayne, Ind., Jan. 18. She 
is with Sally Rand Revue; he is 
Detroit attorney. 

Joan Marlowe to Ward Morehouse, 
in Easton, Pa., Jan. 24. Bride’s an 
actress; he’s the Broadway column- 
ist of the N. Y. San. 

Hope Lawder to George Ritchie, 
in Pittsfield, Mass., Jan. 24. Bride’s 
a theatrical producer and former ac- 











HARRY DEANES, JR., and 
DOROTHY DEANES RUSSELL 


| jobs, being in turn journalist, engi- | 


neer, and vaudeville performer. He 
wrote and staged many of his own 
monologs, most famous of which 


were ‘The Green Eye of the Little | 


Yellow God,’ ‘The Whitest Man I 
Know’ and ‘The Yukon Trail.’ 

Hayes was an Officer in the last 
war, and his wounds left his health 


|impaired, resulting in an early re- 


from the stage to the 


Riviera. 





JOHN B. KANE 


John B. (Pop) Kane, 65, veteran 
Pittsburgh exhibitor, died last week 
at the Columbia hospital in that city 
after a short illness. He was stricken 
with a heart attack while visiting 
Film Row on some bookings and 
passed away a few days later. Up 
until that time, he had never been 
sick a day in his life, members of the 


| Kane family said. 


The showman had operated the 
Nemo theatre, Pitcairn, since 1923. 
He leaves widow, one son and two 
daughters. 





FREDERICK R. HIGGINS 

Frederick Robert Higgins, 44, man- 
aging director of Abbey theatre, 
Dublin, died there Jan. 8. Higgins 
was a foundation member of the 
Irish Academy of Literature and had 
published collections of his own 
|poems. He also wrote articles for 
|English, Irish and American pe- 
riodicals, and was joint editor with 
W. B. Yeats of ‘Broadsides.’ He took 
|the Abbey players on their last 
|American tour. 


CHARLES E, WILLIAMS 
| Charles E. Williams, for 18 years 
| president of the Iowa-Nebraska ‘unit 
of Motion Picture Owners Assn., 
died Sunday (26) at Nicholas Senn 
hospital, Omaha, from a stroke. 


| Operator of the Park, Omaha, 
Williams’ funeral services will be 
held today (Wed.) at his home in 


that city, with burial in Selby, Ia. 
DONALD S. MUNRO 
Donald Sutherland Munro, 84, for 
20 years treasurer of the old Temple 


theatre, Detroit, died at his home in | 


| Detroit Jan. 23. 
| profession during his long years at 
| the house, one of the Keith circuit. 
After theatre closed, he was an audit- 
or with Standard Oil Co. for awhile. 
He leaves a daughter and three sons. 





MAX GANGURSKY 
Max Gangursky, 56, music art ar- 
ranger of the Paramount studio, died 
Jan. 22 in Los Angeles. Surviving 
are his widow, six sons and three 
daughters. 





WILLIAM H. STEFFES 
William H. Steffes, 79, died in his 
home in Grosse Pointe Park, Detroit 








Munro was widely known in the 


vance man and former minstrel per- 
|former, died Jan. 20 in San Fran- 
cisco. ns 

A native of Hartford, Conn., Engel | 
| went to California more than 50| 
years ago, and prior to joining the | 
|Ringling Brothers & Barnum & 
Bailey circus, appeared in mining | 
|camp minstrel shows. 





HENRY YORKEY 


Henry Yorkey, 80, retired actor 
| who for years appeared as the tramp | 
in ‘Human Hearts,’ died of pneu- | 
monia in Syracuse Jan. 21, 

Three weeks previously Yorkey | 
sustained fractures of both legs in | 
an auto crash. Pneumonia followed. | 
| Leaving the stage some 20 years ago, | 
|he later devoted much of his time 
to fraternal mag writing. 


| 


| 
| 





MRS. €ATHERINE CARR 


Mrs. Catherine Carr, 61, former 
| screen writer, died Jan. 18 in Holly- 
wood. As a film editor in the silent 
| days, deceased moved from 
| York to Hollywood with the Jesse 
Lasky company and was later affili- 
ated with the old Universal, Fox and 





| Paramount studios in a writing ca- | 


pacity. 
Surviving are two sons. 





THOMAS A, CURRAN 
Thomas A. Curran, 61, character 


actor in films and former stage play- | 


er, died Jan. 24 at his home in Hol- 
lywood following an attack of pneu- 
monia. Deceased had been in 
| pictures 16 years. 


at Monogram. 
Surviving is his widow. 





HOWARD LANG 

Howard Lang, 65, veteran stage 
| player and more recently in pictures, 
died in Hollywood Sunday (26). 

Lang was best known as the Irish 
priest in ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ and 
had been playing character parts in 
films 


JOSEPH R. DUFFY 
Joseph R. Duffy, formerly a drum- 
mer in Al Donahue’s band, died sud- 


| denly at his home in N. Y. Wednes- | 


day (22). 


Widow, two sons and a daughter 
survive. 





C. HENRY RINGENBERGER 


engineer for WLW-WSAI, Cincin- 
nati, died of pneumonia Jan. 23 at 
a hospital in that city. He had been 
with the Crosley organization since 
| 1928. 

Widow and two sons survive, 

EDWARD G. BERGT 

Edward G. Bergt, 65, pioneer film 


plication of diseases at his home, 

Bergt quit the picture business and 
was active in politics for 20 years. 
| Widow and daughter survive, 








New | 


His last film ap- | 


C. Henry Ringenberger, 34, studio | 


exhib in St. Louis, died of a com- |! 


tress; he’s a N. Y. Sun staff writer. 

Lillian L. Lohn to George Kaplan, 
Jan. 22 in Bridgeport. He’s leader 
of Georgie Kaye Foursome in Ma- 
jor Bowes unit currently at Roxy, 
mM. fe 

Robert Callahan, musical director 
of WINX, Washington, to Charlotte 
Phillips at Fairmont, W. Va., Jan. 25. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Beal, son, in 


| Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. Father’s head of | 


KDKA (Pittsburgh) continuity de- 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Probst, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 14, Father’s with 
Universal exchange there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mohr, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Jan. 21. Father 
is band leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. King Park, daughter, 
|in Chicago, Jan. 21. Father is sales 
promotion director for WBBM, Chi- 
cago. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
son, in New York. 

janager in Albany. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Morrell, 
daughter, in Albany. He’s M-G 
booker in Albany. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mal Hansen, daugh- 
ter, in Des Moines Jan. 18. Father 
is with the farm news department of 
| WHO, Des Moines. 


Herma~ L, Ripps, 
He’s new MGM 


| 
| 


| 
| 


" 


| ter, in Atlanta, Jan. 7. Father is en- 
| gineer with WAGA, Atlanta. 
| Mr. and Mrs. George B. German, 


WNAX, Yankton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Barbour, son, 
| Jan. 21, in New York. Father is a 
| radio director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Lowell, 
daughter, Jan. 20, in New York. 
Father is a radio director. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Woods, son, in 
New York, Jan. 23. Father’s a 
VARIETY staff member. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Conraa 


Sawyer, son, in Hollywood, Jan, 22. 
Mother is former Sandra Bruce of 
WCOP, Boston; father produces 
| Hedda Hopper’s broadcasts. 

| Mr. and Mrs. John Hubbard, 
|daughter, Jan. 26, in Hollywood. 
ores is film actor. 











Song-Made Star 


Mother, 61, of Jesse Hibbs, assist- | 


Mr. and Mrs. Orbra Harrell, daugh- 


son, at Yankton, S. D., last week.| 
| pearance was in ‘Her First Romance’| Father is a radio m.c. at station | 


| 











| 


Michael Arlen 


men Ontinued from page 1 





Athens some months ago, Arlen de- 
| Clares, when he saw a man in a silk 
| topper go by under him. Unable to 
resist, he expectorated on the top- 
per, The man in the hat happened 


to be Paul Joseph Goebbels, Nazi 
minister of propaganda, who imme- 
diately ordered all Arlen’s works 
banned in German-controlled terri- 
tory. 


This story got back to England, the 
writer says, where it was figured 
that anyone who could make Goeb- 
bels so angry was just the man 
needed for propaganda purposes. So 
when additional help was required 
at the Coventry bombings, Arlen 
was named to handle the district 
permanently. 


Ethel’s 40th Anni 


Continued from page 3 


N.Y., Feb. 4, 1901. Miss Barrymore’s 
performance as Mme. Trentoni won 
her: star billing several nights later. 
John and Lionel Barrymore are to 
| be piped in from the Coast for the 
program. Both are anxious to do 
it, but Metro is understood objecting 
to Lionel’s participatzon. 

Woollcott will be piped from Bal- 
timore, where he will be appearing 
in ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 
Hopkins, as the only producer for 
whom all three Barrymores have 
worked, will m.c. the show. Shum- 
lin, producer of ‘The Corn Is Green,’ 
Miss Barrymore’s current vehicle, 
will probably introduce her in an 
excerpt from that play. Miss Colt,’ 
the star’s actress-daughter who has 
made a number of appearances as’a 
nitery vocalist the last couple of sea- 
sons, will sing one of the songs from 
‘Captain Jinks,’ provided they're not 
ASCAP selections. 






































Lombard-Selznick 


Continued from page 3 











fields when, as and if, the same are 
paid to respondent and continue until 
the full sum of $27,500 shall have 
| been paid. 
| ‘Claimant is entitled to receive in 
addition 10% of all compensation 
lreceived after July 1, 1940, by 
| respondent for her services rendered 
| prior to Feb. 10, 1940 in motion pic- 
| tures or other amusement fields. 
| Each party shall bear its own costs.’ 
Lombard demanded cancellation of 
| her contract on the ground that she 
| had not been properly represented 
| by the agency. Myron Selznick en- 
tered a general denial, claiming he 
had secured commitments for the 
actress which resulted in her salary 
being increased from $750 weekly to 
| $150,000 per picture, or approxi- 
mately $18,000 per week. 














Met's 16G Net 


Continued from page 3 


performance cost $14,000, and this 
figure will diminish with each pres- 
entation but for the moment the 
company must carry it as a loss. 

Lily Pons’ Lead 
Company’s best box office star is 
| Lily Pons who finished up her N. Y. 
season with the last of eight per- 
formances Saturday (25) and left 
the company with estimated net profit 
of $16,000 for her efforts. The colora- 
tura grossed $109,000. She rejoins 
|} the Met March 15 on tour. 


Kirsten Flagstad continues to 
the biggest Wagnerian draw espe- 
cially with her ‘Tristan Und Isolde’ 
which carried a $6,500 profit, al- 
though the soprano’s appearances in 
‘Walkure’ just about broke even. 
| None of the season's foreign or 
|domestic debutantes clicked at the 
| box office. Hungarian baritone 
| Alexander Sved was disappointing. 
| However Salvatore Baccoloni, Italian 
basso buffo, looks like a_ possible 
matinee idol. 


| The second half of the season will 











be 

















| 


‘find Miss Pons, Sved and Jussi 
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|atre where she was playing to let 
'her do the song, just once. So she 
took to humming and whistling the 
song whenever the manager was 
around. In desperation, he let her 
sing ‘Capitan’ at the last show on a 
| rainy Monday night when there were 
hardly enough customers to pay for 
the light. 

The audience stood up and yowled. 
Forthwith, Senorita Montalvan got 





- jevery show, each rendition to a 
Howard J. Swartz, 59, bu. ‘ess, bigger ovation, 


| the right of way with the song at | 


Bjoerling absent. The latter, best of 
the lyric t@nors, finishes his season 
with a performance of the ‘Duke’ in 
‘Rigoletto,’ next Saturday. 








Nationwide Songs, Inc., has been 
chartered to conduct a music pub- 
lishing business in New York. Cap!- 
| tal stock is 100 shares, no par 
|value. Directors, each holding five 
‘shares, are: Attorney George M. 
Burgh, Robert M. Pickard and Lu- 
| cille Sheldon, 280 Madison avenue, 
|New York City. 
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LEGAL NOTICE 


RTOTICE OF SALE.—Supreme Court of 
N‘ State of New York, County of 





the 
New York—Henry C. Burnstine, ete, 
plaintiff, against Playland Holding Cor- 


poration et ano., defendants: 

Pursuant to order of the Supreme 
Court, County of New York, dated Janu- 
ary 17, £941, the undersigned will re- 
quest leave of the Court at Special Perm 
Part 1 of the Supreme Court, New York 
County, at the County Court House, at 
Pearl and Centre Streets, Borough of 
Manhattan, City of New York, on the 
10th day of February, 1941, at 10 0 clock 
in the forenoon of that day, to sell at 
said time and place to the highest bidder 
and, if no offers are submitted on or 
before said date better than the offer of 
Rita Geist heretofore submitted to the 
Receiver, to sell to said Rita Geist the 
following described property: 

all the right, title and Interest of 
Harry Zamore, as Receiver of Playland 
Holding Corporation, appointed by inter- 
Jocutory decree entered in the Office of 
the Clerk of New York County on Octo- 
ber 234, 1940, in the above entitled ac- 
tion, in and to the property of Playland 


Holding Corporation of every kind, na- 
ture and description and wheresoever 
situate including all the real estate, 


more particularly described as follows 
“ATLL that certain plot, piece or parcel 
of land together with the buildings and 
Improvements now located thereon or 
which may hereafter be erected thereon, 
situate, lying and being at Rockaway 
Reach, Fifth Ward, Borough and County 
of Queens, City and State of New York, 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the corner formed by 
the intersection of the Southerly side of 
Rockaway Beach Boulevard, formerly 
known as Central Boulevard with the 
Easterly side of Beach 98th Street, for- 
merly known as Ward Avenue; running 
thence Easterly and along said Seuth 
erlv side of Rockaway Beach Boulevard, 


a distance of 148.79 feet more or less 
to a point therein distant 52.26 feet 
Westerly from the corner formed by the 


intersection of the said Southerly side of 


Rockaway Beach 3oulevard with the 
Westerly side of Beach 97th Stree™ 
formerly known as Tompson Avenue, 
thence Southerly and on a line parallel 
with said Westerly side of Beach 97th 
Street, a distance of 118.50 feet; thence 


Easterly and on a line at right angles to 


said Westerly side of Beach 97th Street, | 


a distance of 52 feet to the Westerly 
side thereof; thence Southerly and along 
gaid Westerly side of Beach 97th Street, 
a distance of 496.53 feet more or less 
to a point in the Northerly line of prop 
erty acquired by the City of New 


for Public Park Purposes, as acquired in 
this Section, under Vesting of May 11, 
1938: thence Westerly and along said 
Northerly line of property acquired by 
the City of New York for Public Park 
Purposes, a distance of 200 feet to the 
Easterly side of Beach 98th Street; 
thence Northerly and along said Kast- 
erly side of Beach 98th Street, a dis- 
tance of 580.01 feet more or less to the 
Southerly side of Rockaway 3Zeuch 
Boulevard, formerly known as Central 


Avenue, the point or place of beginning 
TOGETHER with all right, title and 
Interest of the mortgagor, of, in and to 
the lands lying in the bed of any street 
or avenue upon which said property 
fronts, to the center lines thereof.”’ 
and all buildings and improvements 
erected and situate thereon or appur- 
tenant thereto, subject to any state of 
facts an accurate survey would show 
and subject to easements, restrictive 
covenants and agreements of record f 
any, to encroachments and projections 
and to any violations pending or which 
may subsequently be imposed against 


sale by 
author 


the premises up to the date of 
any governmental or municipal 
ity, and all other property and assets, 
tangible and intangible to which the Re 
ceiver has title at the time of passing of 


title herein, except cash on hand or in 
bank belonging to the Receiver at the 
time of passing of title hereunder. and 
any recoveries which may be effected in 


behalf of Playland Holding Corporation 
In the above entitled action The fol 
lowing {s a diagram of the real pr 
to be sold 


BEACH 98TH STREET 


operty 
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BEACH 97TH STREET 
The aforementioned propert 
fiiusement park, khown as “‘Rockaw s 
Piayland,” located. at Beach ith ane 
Beach 98th Streets, Rockaway Beach 
New York 
The sale shall be upon the following 
terms 
(a) No bid shall be received unless a 


companied by a deposit with the Receiver 


of the sum of $5,000, in cash or certified 
check 

(b>) The successful bidder shall make 
an additional deposit immedia y upon 
the closing of the bidding, in an amount 
sufficient to make the total depo by 
said bidder at least 20° of the amount 
of the successful bid. All other deposits 
received by the Receiver shall be forth 
with returned to the unsuccessful! bidders 
who shall have made such dep< . 


(c) The balance shall be paid in cash 
or certified check at the time of the 
closing of the title, to take pla thirty 
davs- after the date of such sale at t 
offices of Seligsberg & Lew 
for Receivers, 29 Broadway, B yugh f 
Manhattan, New York City 

Offers may be submitted to he R 
ceiver at the offiaes of his attorneys 
Prior to February 10th, 1941 

There has been deposited with the Re 
ceiver the aforementioned offer of Rita 
Geist and a copy of the annual report of 
the accountant for Playland Holding 
Corporation covering the fiscal year end 
ing September 30th, 1940 and a cot f 


Holding 


the balance sheet of Playland 

Corporation as of December 31st, 1949 
and said offer, accountant’s report and 
balance sheet will be avallable for in 
®pection by all interested parties at tlie 


offices of the Receiver’s attorneys during 
all reasonable hours of the day up to the 
time of such sale. 

The real property of Playland Holding 
Corporation, also known as “Rockaways’ 
Playland,” located at Beach 97th and 
98th Streets, Rockaway Beach, New 
York, will be open for inspection by al! 


Interested parties, between the hours of 
$ am. and 12 noon, except Sundays and 
Holidays, for the period commencing 
with the date of the publication of the 
first advertisement of this sale and end- 
Ing with the day preceding the date of 
the sale Such inspection mav be had 


by application at the offices of said (or- 
ortation, 187 Reach 97th Street. Rock 
away Beach, New York, Telephone No 


Relle Harbor 5-12309, 
Dated: New York, January 17, 1941. 
HARRY ZAMORE, 
Rec eiver. 
SFELIGSBERG & LEWIS, 
Attorneys for Receiver, 
Office & PrP. O A’dress, 29 Broadw: 
Borough f Manhattan, City of 
New York. 


} Harry 


York 


| Betty 


Bills Next Week 





(Continued from page 48) 


Northwood Ina 
Del Breece 
Jo Andrews 
Diane & DeLys 
Ray Carlin Ore 


Palm Beach 
Bill Mahoney 
Johnny Bower 
Mary Kennon 
Elaine Castle 
6 Continentals 
Michael Paige Ore 


Huck’s Redford Inn | 


Mac McGraw Ore 


Club Royale 


Lester Cole & Debs 


Key Taylor 
Maryea & Maurice 
Gene Fields 
louise Martell 
Bernard Dane 

Roy Tracy 


Danny Demetry Ore 


Royalettes 


Siatier Hotel 


E Madriguera Ore 
Patricia Gilmore 
Escudero 
Sarita & Tito 
Morales 

San Diego 
George Presneil 
Al Alexander Ore 
ban Merrymen 
Don Francisco 
| Starr & Maxine 
} Verne's 
| Boyd Senter 
| Raywins 
Irene Burke 
June Wren 
Harry Collet Ore 





(Gold Cap Room) 


Tony Patti 
Wonder Bar 


Sammy Dibert Ore 


| Whittier Hotel 
| 
| 


Bill Lockman 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 


Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Bachelors’ Club 
Al Turner Ore 
Frances McCoy 
Balconades 
Joe Villella Ore 
Bill Green's 
Ciyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 
Herb Roaher 


Boogle-Woogte Club 


Boog Sherman 
Izzy Nutz 
Buddy Walsh 
Nutsy Fagan 
Comorada 
Packy M’Farland 
Tiny Miller 
Bernie Crawford 


Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Ore 
Marv Krieg 
Bernie Lambert 
Ted Delmonico 
Benz 
Betty Beegle 


Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 


Fuidie Peyton's 


Bill Campbell Ore 
Caroline Moore 
Mabel Harrold 
Marion Muller 
Eddie Peyton 

El Chico 
Ciro Rimac Ore 
Estrelita Pena 
Alziro Camargo 
Chinita Marin 
Charley Boy 


Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 
Harry Walton 
Irma Guthrell 

Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Billy Ore 
Sandy 
Flo 
Jean 


Treacher 
Davidson 
Parker 

Woods 

(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Ith 


Bess Saunders 
lida JTola 
Everett 
Retty 


Shirley 


Haydn 
Donahoe 

Heller 
\ Devin 


Evergreen Gardens 


Red Clarke Ore 

Ebbie Schaub 

Paula Harvey 
Hotel Filla 


ga Mundy Ore 


Avenue 


Dale St Clair 
Zelda 
Hotel Roosevelt 


Ted Blake 
| Men About Town 


Hotel Schenley 


illy Hinds Ore 
Patty Dixon 
Buzz Mayer 


Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Chatterbox) 


Baron Elliott Ore 





Frank Andrini 4 


Merry-Go-Round 

| Brad Hunt Ore 

| Jeanie Regal 

| Billy Carmichael 

Huntsmen 

New Penn 

| Henry Blauth Ore 
Nixon Cafe 


Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 


Thompson Bros 
Norma Shea 
Starlets 
Nut House 
Dale Harkness 
| Ray Neville 
Pat McGowan 
| Joey Reynolds 
Chuck Wilson 
Oasis 
| Loule Pope Ore 
Margie Kraber 
Orchard 








Jay Loring 

Chuck Miller 

| Pines 

Bill LeRoy Ore 

Tony Rozance 

Ray Englert 
Yacht Club 

| Jack Walton Ore 

| Lie & Lee 

| 


Yachtsmen 

| Betty Nylander 

| Harry Schilling 

| Bert Nagel Co 

on Ball Gls 
Sky-Vue 

| Mickey Ross Ore 

| Sky Pilots 


Union Grill 


Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Stepin Fetchit 
Abdul Sender 
13 Crandyls 
Dolores La Mont 
iKav & Kay 
I De wey Moon 


| 
| 


MIAMI 


Beachcomber 


Ernie tlolst Ore 
(Chavez Orc 
Mat o & Florla 
Alice Dawn 
lropical Dane 
Carrousel 
Ina Ray Hutton Or 
Velero Sis Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Ha vy Stevens 
Nancy Hunt 
P Ortell 
stuart Foster 
Club Ball 
rommy Nunez Ore 
DeNora Rhumba Or 
4 ¢ Seville 
Hadreas 
i =v eet 
Re s & White 
ga it 
B: ettes (12) 
Club Esquire 
Worthy H s Ore 
ier andez Orc 
oss & nt 
th Petty 


Howard Brooks 
Esquirettes (8) 
Club Te Pee 
Myles Bell Ore 
Wanda Lee 
Armond & Juliana 
Colonial Inn 





’e Angelo & Porter 


|Gloria Lucane 
i Lytell Danc 


(Continental Bar) 


Lester & Irma Jean 


| Jimmy Gamble Ore 


Five O'Clock Club 


| Pancho Ore 
La Playa Danc 


| Hotel Dempsey- 
Vanderbilt 
(Pago Pago 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Vincent 
Terry Lawlor 
Leon & Mace 
Carroll & Go 


Walter Donohue 


Hotel Hollywood 
Beach 
(Bamboo Koom) 


Eddie Oliver 


M on De 


“ara 


Ore 
iglas 


Ann McCabe 


Hotel Miami 
Hiltmore 

(Giralda Room) 
M Bergere Orc 
Rodney McLennan 
Columbus & Carre 
Marissa 

Hotel Roney-Plaz 

(Viennese Koom) 
Emery 
Jaye Martin 
Jean Travers 
Georges & Jaina 
Victor Rodriguez 
i 
| Hotel Shelborne 
| (Mayan Room) 


Deutsch O 


Paul Whiteman Orc 

Harry Richnran Chet Brownagle © 

Sophie Tucker K Miller Dance 
loe FE Lewis | ; 

ae ie aly Dane | Hotel Versailles 
I a & z < . 

pet pega atl : (Galf Room) 

5 a *} urray . 
Ann Sutherland Chas Murray Orc 
Armando Ore Jeff's 

Cuban Casino Jerry Delmar Orc 
‘ Marty Bokn 
Eva Ortega 

- Nancy Lee 

Harriette Herning aorta surke 
Nan Blakstone : “hee a ee a 
rs Beauties Midgie Fellows 
re c eaut > 
asa gach ales vy ; Murphy Sis 

Don Lanning’s 


Doris Sherrill 
Roberta Sherwood 
Jimmile Hodges 


Marie Lewis 
Fl Chico 
Ralph Cook 
a yn Foster 


Jimrmile’s 


Budd Sawver's Orr 


Chic Kennedy 
Ravelle & Jeanett 
Rilly Young 

Rae Jayne 

Wayne & Marlin 


‘Dorothy Eden 


rman 


Room) 


Bragale Or 





Kitty Davis 
Johnny Silver Ore 
Billy Vine 
Conga Danc 

Latin Quarter 
Joe Candullo Orc 
Lolita Cordoba 
Emil Boreo 
Grisha & Brona 
Henri Therrien 
Lela Moore 
Frank Mazzone 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Clarissa 


Mayfair Club 


Matty’s Rhythm Cb 


Leonardo Ore 
Benny Davis 
Nut Club 

Tubby Rives 
Lew Mercur 
Musical Maniacs 

Paddock Club 
Leun Prima Ore 
Frances Faye 
fogers & Morris 
Gaye Dixon 
Manhattanettes 

Rhumba Casino 
Alex Batkin Ore 
Fantasias Rhumb's 
Desi Arnaz 
A\larissa 


Rosita Rios 
| Raul & Eva Reyes 
Royal Palm Club 
Abe Lyman Ore 


| 





Orc [| 


Paul Draper 
Milton Berle 
Roval Guards 
Alexis Rotov 
Frarcis & Grey 
Rose Blaine 


| Trixie 


| Sammy 
| Patty 
|Carolyn Marsn 


Singapore Sudie’s 


Dixieland Kd 
Johony 
Bob Berry 
Denis 


Slapsy Maxie's 
Rabe Russin Ore 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Joe Frisco 
Cully Richards 
Lewis 
Moore 


| M Garriston 


| Diana 


The Drum 
Val Olman Ore 
John Buckmaster 


Stuart & Lee 
Courtney 
Villa Venice 
Harry Rogers Ore 
Moore & Revel 


Wit's End 


Tony Carlona Ore 
Jose Tomus Ore 
Lenny Kent 

Renise 

Rae Marsh 

Rita Renaud 
Sharon Lynne Dane 


BOSTON 


Beach Comber 


Nye Mayhew Ore 
Don Ostrow Ore 
kden Twins 
Copacabana Gls 


George Escudero 


Blinstrub’s 


Karl Rohde Ore 
Rex Grayson 

Jia Verne Lupton 
LaMarr & Lopez 


Casa Manana 
Lou Carter Ore 
Lee Steele 
David Hallentine 
Marcia rice 

Club Mayfatr 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Bernie Bennett Ore 
George 
Cookie Fave 
De Meranvilles 
Yola Galli 
George L 


Jesse] 


Rev 


bby 


Cocoanut Grove 


Mickey Alpert Ore 
Patricia 

Artini & Consuelo 
Spencer & Forman 
George Rand Rev 
| Billy” Paine 

Nancy Gay 


i nitery. 
| Se 


eay 
' the 


(Melody Lounge) 
Newell & Steger 
Hi-Hat 
Paul Mann Ore 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
tuth Wallis 
Hotel Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore 
Babe Wallace 
Hotel Copley 
(Sheraton Room) 
Stuart Frazier Ore 
Hotel 
Lou Gordon Ore 
Billv Kelly 
“heperd Sis 
la M Master 


Easex 


Plaza 


Hotel Somerset 

(Balinese Koom) 
Harry Marshard 
Johnny Turnbull 


| Lenny Welsh 


| Jimmy 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Vaughn 
Ziggy 
Joe Ca 


Bobby 


Hotel 
(Blue Room) 


Talent 
rney 


Nichols 


| Adrian O'Brien 


Paul Regan 
Harry Drake Rey 
Wanda Demuth 
Betty & Hl Lynn 
Latin Quarter 
Don Dudley 
Tony Bruno 
Harry Spear 


Ore 
Ore 


| Clymas 


iCarlos & 


Kosloff Dane 
Janet Carroll 
Dance Aristo: 
Deone Parrish 


rats 


Steuben's 

(Vienna Koom) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Victor & Ruth 
Doris Abbott 
Townsends 
Ruth & 
The Cave 
Gilbert 
Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Doris Abbott 
Doria 
Tic Toe 
Bell Ore 
Ford Rev 

Tremont Plaza 
Ben Pullo Ore 


Irwin 


Mark 


Jack 


Ore 


Ernie 
Ben 


Versailles 


Pineapple O 


Monroe Ore 


Westminster 


McHale Ore 
| Tropical Seren’d’s G 


Geo MacFarlane Or 


Lois 


Andrews 
Buster & B 
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| Bernie's Bouncer | 


———_—— Continued from 


$3.000 that 


pase 


Burnell 





Bernie 


and all the lads had coming to them 


for another 


week's 


work. 


Music 


Corp. of America booked the band 


nto the spot. 
Nitery, in the 


petition of 


$93,913. 

Bernie pulled } 
ther payoff 
Musicians union 
settlemer 
Bernie will 
out of it and 


Guzzardi, president 


fit which recen 


t 

t ng intere < 

n¢ G] . 3e 

tinue, the ( 

tr e fu k 

, 

feroo’ and give } 

} trademarked 
‘7 


A iil Ol \ 
‘After all, I came 
see my son, Jay, 


y 
I 


meantime, 
bankruptcy It 
assets of $103,374 


it meeting was 
salvage what 
scram 
Miami and New York 


+ 


( 


into military serv 


sistant 


cutter at 
know.” Remarking about hi 


filed 


a 


listed 


and liabilities of 


surrendered co! 


the stock to I 
€ Be e to ¢ 

Y one ¢ 
fingere the t 
a fi everse 


1a 3ern) 


t here 


is crew when fur- 
seemed out of this world 
thought so, too. A 
held, but 

he can get 


back to his dear 
When Walte 
of the nitery ou 


mostly to 


before he’s called 


ice He’s an as 
you 
conver- 


Universal, 


sations with Guzzardi, Bernie flipped. 


‘I never heard so 
since the last time 
zarro.’ 

Guzzardi conten 


breached his contract 


Spor Or YT xed 


radio 
o-Seltzer 

MCA 
that 


when hi 


Bron 


the 


ying 


broadc: 
spiked 

default was 
financial difficulties in 
inn had become en 





much double talk 
I saw Cliff 
ded that Bernie 


, 


that one fi 


sticking around for two weeks on 


structions from the musicians’ 


settlement is 


while some 


ie’s claims. 


due to 
which the 
Bernie is 


local 


made of 





| 





Literati 





Riordan Philly Guild Prez 
Arthur D. Riordan, assistant tele- 
graph editor of the Philly Record, 
has been elected president of the 
Philadelphia - Camden Newspaper 
Guild. He got 520 votes against 135 
for John Fleet, Bulletin reporter, 


j} and 73 for Maurice F. X. Donaghue, 





Inquirer rewrite man. 


Other officers chosen in the elec- 
tion, which was narked by bitter 
charges of Communism against Rior- 
dan 


Ways, Record, secretary: Mary 
Smith, Inquirer, treasurer, and 
Frank Rahill, Ledger, controller. 


Vice-presidents elected are Charles 
P Polk, Ledger; Robert W. Comber, 
Bulletin; Jules Schick, Associated 
Press; Henry Beck, Camden Cour- 
ier-Post; E. P. Andereck, Ledger, and 
Raymond Nelson, Inquirer. 


Roger Spaulding, Times-Union re- 
porter, elected president of Roches- 
ter, N. Y., Newspaper Guild, which 
recently signed a new contract with 
Gannett management, giving $2 dif- 
ferential to night workers and as- 


| suring rehiring of employees in de- 
| fense jobs. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Havana Guide Book 


First guide book to the Cuban 
capital is being brought out by Ran- 
dom House, titled ‘Havana Manana,’ 
authored by Mrs. Consuelo Hermier 
{n collaboration with Marjorie May, 
longtime Havana resident. Mrs. Her- 
mier, incidentally, was forced into 
another Havana visit through the 
S.S. Manhattan’s grounding off Palm 
Beach while she and her husband 
were en route to California. 


She came to Cuba via Miami after 
the U. S. Lines refunded every pas- 
senger his full fare. There were nc 
casualties, but the Hermiers’ clothes 
were completely waterlogged, they 
being on the side of the boat that 
listed the most. 


Sues on Mag Sales 


John Block & Co., Inc., filed suit 
Monday (27) in the N. Y. Supreme 
court against Barney Gordon, doing 
business as the Atlas Agencies, Inc., 
seeking $3,750 allegedly due for com- 
missions. Plaintiff set up a deal 
Feb. 18, 1939, for the distribution by 
the defendant in Johannesburg, 
Union of South Africa, of magazines 
of four U. S. publishers. 

Block was to receive an eighth 
of a cent per magazine and claims 


that in a 23-month interval over 
| 3,000,000 magazines were sold. The 


publishers involved are Popular 
Publishers, Inc., Midwest Distribu- 
tors, Inc., Louis Schwartz, and Sur- 
plus Publications, Inc. 


LITERATI OBITS 
Harry B. Center, 64, veteran news- 
paperman and founder of the jour- 


nalism department at Boston Uni- 
versity, died Jan. 21 in a Boston 
hospital after a long illness 

John T. Calkins, 51, general man- 
ager of the Elmira (N.Y.) Star- 
Gazette, died Jan. 22 in that city 


after a long illness 

Mrs. Baird Leonard Zogbaum, 52, 
author, magazine contributor and for 
more than a decade writer of a daily 
column for the N. Y. Morning Tele- 
yraph, died Jan. 23 at her home in 
New York after a brief illness. 

Granville G. Withers, 86, retired 
publisher of the Pueblo (Colo.) 
Chieftain and grandfather of Grant 
Withers, film player, died in Pueblo 
Jan. 23. 





Harry E. Pretty, 78, one-time fea 
ture writer for the defunct N. Y 
World and for 40 years associated 

ith the United States Review, ar 

surance trade paper, died Jan. 22 

a Philadelphia hospital after s 


three-week illness 


John Oxenham, about 80, English 
novelist and poet, died Jan. 24 at 
his home near Worthing, Sussex, 
England. 

Charles H. Hastings, 82, president 
and treasurer of the Lynn (Mass.) 
Item, died Jan. 24 at his home in 
that city. 

Alfred A. Leslie, 69, retired pub- 
lisher once associated with Bernarr 
Macfadden, died at his home in At- 


lantic City, N. J., Jan. 24. He was a 
brother of the late Frank Leslie 
established Leslie’s Weekly. 
Henry Eaton, 72, partner in the 
Whaley-Eaton business information 
ervice in Jashington, died in 
capital Monday (27). He worked foi 
many years on Philad ] 
serving as managing 
Evening Ledge He 
director, until his death, of 
Record. 


who 
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Assn., Inc., chartered as 
membersnip corporation. 
Sinclair Lewis, who has a 
short story in Cosmopolitan 
month, in Miami for the season. 
Manuel Pena Rodrigues in Holly- 
wood to gather story material! for the 
Buenos Aires newspaper, La Nacion. 
Belgian Press Assn., Inc, cbar- 
tered to conduct a business in news- 
papers, etc., with principal offices in 
New York City. 
Robert Joseph is 


nonaprofit 


new 
next 


Substituting as 


| Hollywood correspondent for the 
|New York Herald Tribune while 


Thornton Delehanty is convalescing 
from flu. 

Grafton S. Wilcox, for years man- 
aging editor of New York Herald 


| Tribune, resigned because of illness, 


Succeeded by George Cornish, assist- 
ant m. e. 

James Crow begins a new depart- 
ment for Look mag effective with 
Feb. 11 issue, reviewing films briefly. 
Department, entitled ‘Look Recom- 
mends,’ will occupy full page. 

New York World-Telegram switch- 
ed Hal J. Fletcher, ad director since 
1927, to associate business manager, 
new post. Fred R. Williamson, local 
ad head,. succeeded Fletcher in for- 
mer post, 

James Saxon Childers, Birming- 
ham (Ala.) author and globe trotter, 
is putting the finishing touches to a 
new travel book, ‘Mumbo Jumbo, 
Esquire. Appleton will bring out 


| the book in March. 


Renomination of Jerome D. Bare 
num, publisher of Syracuse Poste 
Standard, as a member of the Sarae 


| toga Springs Reservation Commise 


sion, confirmed by the state senate, 
It was submitted by Gov. Lehman. 














House Reviews 


Continued from page 2: 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 





moving in and temporarily guarding 


Iceland. The Embassy picks the 
News of Day story on the event, 
which is neatly photographed and 
deftly narrated by John Kennedy. 
After that there are pictures of 
events in the dailies several days 
previously, aside from the never- 
ending stream of national defense 
clips. 

Willkie is shown by Universal 


coming out in favor of Bill No. 1776, 
the lend-lease measure. Defeated 
Republican presidential candidate is 
captured by Paramount as he is 
about to board a clipper plane for 
England. Joseph Kennedy is caught 
supporting most of Bill 1776 (Par). 


Defense items include parachute 
troops, excellent, and Winthrop 
Rockefeller being sworn into army 
as volunteer (both N. of D.), marines 
on parade at San Diego and 45- 
minute changing of giant airplane 
motor (both Fox), navy mosquito 


fleet boats (Par), Santa Monica air- 
plane plant and a new giant plane 


nearing completion at Seattle ‘U), 
motorcycle roughriders at Ft. Ben- 
ning, Ga. (Pathe) and Ford turning 
over part of his plant for navy train- 
ing use (Par). 

Balkan and Mediterranean battle- 
fronts are fully covered bv Para- 


mount, thousands of Italians captured 
by Greeks and Turkey preparing for 


the threatened conflict being hich- 
lights. Universal has the story of 
Greek Red Cross aid being hurried 
into ships bound for Greece. Fox 


carries a clip on the burning of Man- 
chester, the King and Queen of 
England christening a battleship and 
British women in defense posi 

In the sports arena, shots of Mexi- 


can divers plunging from rocky 
cliffs (Fox), are unusual, while Par 
hows Bob Feller getting |! new 
pact a highest-salaried baseball 
pitcher and Sonja Henie and her ice 
show in Madison Square G en. 
N. of D. contributes a clever photo- 
graphic story of bird dogs in train- 
ing. .Among the duller clips are 

steeplechase at Agua Caliente, a kids 
fashion show and a molasse and 


feathers free-for-all wrestling match. 
Fox has usual slick fashion parade. 
Pathe does well pictorially with 
Florida beauty queens. Wear. 











| Cuban Talent | 





oe ONtinued from page | Qe 


can, headlines the local 


vaudfilmer. Good native bands are a 
rarity, as they scram these under- 
paid parts fast. 

At the C: no Nacional is a Ches- 
ter Hale revue (Ame e- 
wise a U. S. array of talent is at 
San Souci, the other big ng 
casino. The native rhumba artists 
are otherwise from Dixie. chiefly 
nondescript colored specialists wit) 
the same ‘shoeing the mare’ routines 
which, seen in any U. S. key city, 
would rate as mediocre. 


Alcazar, - 
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Personal Management 


HOWARD CH RISTENSEN 








| TURNSTILES PLAY 
MERRY TUNES 


Reprinted from VARIETY January 15, 1941 © 


STATE, New York 


The State comes up with a nifty stage 
show currently, primarily because John- 
nie (Scat) Davis is as much a socko stage 
personality as he is a bandleader. He’s not 
getting half the salary that some of the 
so-called name leaders command, but he 


can give them cards and spades in enter- 
tainment. 


Davis, out of a welter of wooden-faced 
bandleaders whose talent is chiefly in their 
arrangers, appears like a Godsend to vaud- 
film theatre operators. He is something 
like spontaneous combustion on an audi- 
ence, with an infectious grin and chubby 
physique adding to his talent as a trum- 


peter, singer, m.c. and all-around front. 


























JOHNNIE (scar 
DAVIS 


--and HIS ORCHESTRA 


Featuring JULIE SHERWIN, JOE 
HARPER, and augmented orche 


NOW LIMITED THEATRE TOUR 


LOEW’S STATE, New York, Week Jan. 9. 

















7 4 


Proof of the pudding was Davis’ show-stop 
opening night on his gravel-throated vo- 
calizing of ‘Shortenin’ Bread,’ ‘Baby 
Won’t You Please Come Home,’ ‘I Can’t 
Give You Anything But Love’ and still an- 
other encore before the audience would 
let him get away. He also has some ex- 
cellent specialists. Verne Wilcox does a 
great one and one-half minute contortion- 
acrobatic routine; Earl Randall (trom- 
bonist) sings ‘We Three’ nicely; Nick 
Harper (violinist) gets a semi-comedy 
chance and gets over, and Julie Sherwin 


is a shoeless hip-swinger with an Hawai- 







































































ian war chant, Davis using her routine as 
a springboard for a laugh. Scho. 
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MARTIN, EARL RANDALL, NICK 


stra with full string section— 
a group of seventeen Skilled, versatile artists. 








PLYMOUTH, w 
i prem i Brooklyn, Week Jan. 16, MET iaciiiee tae a ae 
Irecti onal ; ’ R, New Y 7 » Feb, 7-8-9, 
on — Music Corp. of America or w York, Week Jan. 28. EARLE, Philadelphi 
ATE, Hartford, Jan. 31, Feb. 1-2 ADAM me, Week Fob. 14. 
P a S, Newark, Feb. 21-22-23 
































